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​ March 14
Quotations

 


“A superior pilot uses his
superior judgment to avoid situations which require the use of his
superior skill.”

— Frank Borman, born March
14, 1928

 


“Life is like riding a
bicycle. To keep your balance you must keep moving.”

— Albert Einstein, born
March 14, 1897

 


“The philosopher have
only interpreted the world, in various ways. The point, however, is to
change it.”

— Karl Marx, died March
14, 1883

 


“In this country, it is
wise to kill an admiral from time to time to encourage the
others.”

— Voltaire, wrting about
the execution of Admiral John Bing on March 14, 1757

 


“Whoso pulleth out this
sword of this stone and anvil, is rightwise King born of all
England.”

— Sir Thomas Malory, died
March 14, 1471

 


 


 


​ Event of the
Day

Pi Day

 


The number known as pi (π,
3.14159...) is one of the great curiosities in mathematics. For
thousands of year, mathematicians have probed its mysteries and in
the proces found literally thousands of uses in geometry,
trigonometry, statistics, thermodynamics, mechanics, and
electromagnetism. Indeed, π is one of the most useful numbers
around.

 


Pi is an “irrational
number,” meaning it can’t be expressed exactly as the ratio of two
numbers. We use approximations such as 22/7, but those aren’t
exact. When the fraction is represented in decimal numbers, it
never ends and never shows a permanent repeating pattern. Pi is
also “transcendent,” meaning it’s not the root of any nonzero
polynomial with rational coefficients. That’s why the ancient
problem of “squaring the circle” with compass and straight-edge is
impossible.

 


Some scholars trace
knowledge of π back to ancient Egypt, noting that the Great Pyramid
at Giza, constructed somewhere between 2589 and 2566 BCE, has a
perimeter of 1760 cubits and a height of 280 cubits, giving it a
ratio of about 6.28, or approximately 2π. While this may have been
only a coincidence, there is strong evidence that π was known to
the Babylonians as early as 1900 BCE, and to the Egyptians no later
than 1860 BCE. Sanskrit texts dating back to 600 BC contain
approximations of π, and the Bible even mentions a pool in the
Temple of Solomon that has measurements approximating π.

 


The first algorithms for
calculating π come from the Greek mathematician Archimedes and the
Chinese mathematician Liu Hui (劉徽) in the third century BCE. Many
other great mathematicians, including Sir Isaac Newton, worked on
the problem of π. Today, computer programs are able to calculate π
to over ten trillion digits.

 


The irrational nature of π
has bothered some people in 1897, the Indiana Legislature passed
the “Indiana Pi Bill,” which claimed a method to square the circle,
by establishing the value of π as 3.2. The bill, however, never
became law.

 


Pi is so popular among
mathematicians that it has its own holiday, March 14 — 3/14, the
first three significant digits of π. Pi Day was first organized by
Larry Shaw of the San Francisco Exploratorium in 1988, and in 2009,
the U.S. House of representatives recognized National Pi Day for
the first time. On Pi Day, people (naturally) eat pies, and
sometimes march in circles.

 


Because March 14 is also
Albert Einstein’s birthday, Princeton University, where Einstein
worked, has an annual Einstein look-alike contest. The
Massachusetts Institute of Technology mails its application
decision letters to prospective students on Pi Day at exactly
6.28pm (2π).
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A “Pi” Pie

 


 


 


​
March 14 Holidays and Celebrations

 


Constitution Day
(Andorra)

Andorra, the sixth
smallest nation in Europe, is located in the Pyrenees mountains
between Spain and France. On March 14, 1993, the Andorran people
ratified their constitution in a referendum.

 


Heroes Day
(St. Vincent and the Grenadines)

Heroes Day in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines, a small island nation in the Caribbean, honors
Joseph Chatoyer, a Carbi chief who led a revolt against the British
colonial government. Chatoyer was killed by British soldiers on
March 14, 1795, after leading a long resistance.
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