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    To everyone who's ever been broken but kept walking.

To the ones who didn't fold.

To the underdogs still fighting.

And to my daughters, Theory and Storee—my reason, my rhythm, my legacy.



    



  	
        
            
            "Some battles you fight with your fists.The hardest ones, you fight with your soul."

—Bobo Corleone
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To the ones who were never supposed to make it—

The ones who were forgotten, overlooked, underestimated.

This one’s for you.

And to my daughters, Theory and Storee—

Everything I write, I write with your names in my heart.

Acknowledgments

To those who never let go of me—even when I wanted to let go of myself.

To the ones fighting silent wars and still showing up.

And to every reader who saw themselves in these pages—this story is yours too.

Author's Note

I wrote this for the kids like Deuce—kids with no blueprint, no backup plan, just heart.

If you’ve ever felt like your story wasn’t meant to have a happy ending, this book is proof it’s not over.

Keep writing. Keep walking. Keep fighting.

– Bobo Corleone
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Nobody tells you how loud life gets after the cheering stops.

Deuce Carter had the diploma.

Had the offer.

Had the girl.

Had a shot.

But none of that meant sh*t when the phone rang at 3:14 a.m.
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