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Introduction
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IT IS ALWAYS A TRUE challenge for any historian and writer to begin tackling a subject so large in scope and significance. When considered today, more than a century later, the First World War can be studied in significant detail, and explored in every aspect. But when you attempt to write about it and deliver a concise picture of this crucial period of the World’s history, you are quickly faced with your very first challenge: even before the first word has been put down. And that challenge is this: how can you portray with due justice a conflict of such magnitude – the first true World War?

How to reflect on the millions of lives lost in the whirlwind of global conflict and deliver an unbiased and thorough book that will give due respect to all those whose lives were lost forever in the many war-torn corners of the world? 

As a writer and a passionate historian, I placed this big challenge as my guiding line – even before I began writing this work. In order to deliver the vision of the First World War that needs to be seen, to be known and remembered for generations to come. Because even when the final outcome of a war is victory, it cannot be gained without sacrifice and defeats along the way. With that being said, this work will attempt to reflect on all the aspects of this all-encompassing, global war. From the trenches of the Western Front, all the way to the sweeping hand-to-hand battles of the Balkan Front, the human sacrifice needs to be addressed. Still, there is another critical viewpoint that needs to be taken when tackling such a wide subject. And that viewpoint is dialogue. We need to observe a global conflict that is today more than a century old, and view its causes and its after effects from a modern, contemporary point of view.

This Great War has been discussed and explained by generations of historians – and we, today, can reflect upon all their collected work and use it as a source for creating a refined and thorough work of history literature.

A lot has changed since that turbulent first decade of the 20th century, and history was restless ever since – and never the same. But never did it come close to the scale and brutality of that great old macabre giant that is the First World War. In the age of venerable and failing monarchies, in a time where the old traditions faced modern technologies, in the world where oppressed nations cried in unison for their freedoms – the world held its breath. From those early months of 1914, the entire globe waited fearfully and impatiently, as Europe see-sawed over an abyss of warfare.

But, alas, the tides of war could not be avoided – Europe plunged into war, and the world followed closely behind. What started as a conflict between two nations brewed up into the first true global conflict, later to be known as the Great War, and then the World War. It lasted from 28th of July 1914, to 11th November 1918, and claimed millions upon millions of lives in the process. Today, the First World War is regarded as one of the deadliest conflicts in human history, and one that came at a grave cost for Europe – whose 60 million sons and daughters marched into the flames of war.

World War One was the war of firsts in many other important regards as well. It came at a crucial turning point in the world – a time when large scale industry was coming to the forefront, and old traditions were rapidly fading out. And this industry quickly became militarized, bringing new changes into the traditional methods of warfare that were long established up to that point. And with that, everything became up-scaled: large scale warfare and devastating new weapons led to large scale deaths. Frontlines became large, and warfare spread quickly from the ground to the air, and then to the sea. In many regards, it became the war that brought out the worst in man. Long gone were the days of chivalry and respect between enemies. Long forgotten were the days of duels and honor and face to face warfare on the open field. The First World War ushered the world into an age of airplanes and bombardment, of attrition warfare and starvation. It pushed the world face first into the mud of far spreading trenches, of poisonous gas warfare and aerial supremacy. Yes, it was a war of firsts, and the big gate through which the world fell one whole step down –never to climb back up again. And today, so many years later, we can at last see that after the First World War, the world was never again the same.
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Chapter I
Setting the Stage for War: The Background
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BEFORE DIVING IN DIRECTLY into the causes and crucial events that led to the war itself, it is important to first reflect on the important changes and developments that the world was facing with the coming of the 20th century. These changes were often highly dynamic and somewhat uneven. And one of the most important was industry. At first, the large scale industries were reserved for urban centers, while the rural areas continued with their age old way of life. But soon enough, this too was to change. The focus quickly shifted towards rapid industrialization, and with that, many other aspects changed. 

With the onset of industry came urbanization and the rise of the metropolitan areas and major urban centers. This directly led to a major shift in demographics all around Europe. The gradual emergence of large corporations and factories, all of which employed thousands of workers, and with the shift from steam engines to petrol, it was clear that Europe and the rest of the world were heading into a new age where the old ways of rural life were quickly fading out.
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