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[image: ]ABOUT THIS BOOK

This book is in tended to complement the book “TOEFL Prep:


Skills and Strategies for Success”. It is an additional resource to help you

prepare for the TOEFL test through independent practice. Thus the division of

the exercises into “Summarization Skills Practice”, “Argumentation Skills


Practice”, and “Bonus Practice Exercises”. The division into skills follows the


structure of the book mentioned, however, you can still do the exercises if you

didn’t purchase it. It is a valuable TOEFL prep resource regardless.


All the practice exercises were designed to be similar to those in


the TOEFL test. They offer similar types and levels of material to engage with


and they require of you the same language knowledge, skills, and types of

mental work as the TOEFL test does. However, keep in mind that this is not a


copy neither an official ETS document, and thus it can still pose some

differences of style.

It contains a total of 86 practice exercises, including multiple


choice questions and open questions. The practice exercises englobe all


language skills: reading, listening, speaking, and writing. Some exercises


integrate more than one language skill and some are focused solely on one


specific language skill.

The speaking and writing skills are to be practiced with the open


questions. All open questions give you the option to answer in writing and/or


speaking. If you wish to practice your writing, all you have to do is to write


down your answer in the spaces provided (or any other space of your


preference). If you wish to practice your speaking, simply answer the


questions out loud and make sure to record yourself with a recording device or


software, in order to assess your spoken answers afterwards.

If you wish to make your speaking practice as close to the real


test day as possible, make sure to keep your answers not longer than 45-60


seconds. The same can be said about the writing practice, you will have about


10-15 minutes for each writing task during the test, so make sure to not


surpass this time frame when writing down your answers.
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[image: ]For the listening exercises, you will be provided with links that


will direct you to the video or audio in question. If you wish to make your


listening practice as close to the real test day as possible, listen to each audio


only once and answer the questions immediately after.


I hope this book helps you feel confident in your knowledge and


that it helps you improve the skills that are necessary to excel on the TOEFL


test. Happy studying!
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[image: ]A Case for Stratigraphic Excavation in Archaeology

Random excavation, while traditionally practiced, raises questions about its scientific


validity. In this method, archaeologists excavate arbitrary areas of a site without considering

the underlying stratigraphy. This approach, though expedient, often leads to the loss of


valuable context and hinders accurate dating and interpretation. In contrast, stratigraphic

excavation prioritizes the systematic and careful exploration of archaeological layers, enabling


archaeologists to establish chronological sequences and comprehend the site's historical

development.

One of the primary drawbacks of random excavation is its inability to preserve the


archaeological context effectively. Artefacts and features are excavated without proper


documentation of their original locations and relationships. Stratigraphic excavation, on the


other hand, places a premium on context preservation. It maintains the integrity of the layers,


enabling archaeologists to discern the spatial and temporal associations of finds, thus offering


a more comprehensive understanding of past human activities.

The random excavation method often results in confusion regarding the dating of


artefacts. Without a clear stratigraphic context, it is challenging to establish chronological

sequences and accurately place finds in a historical timeline. Stratigraphic excavation, by


carefully documenting the layers and their contents, allows for precise dating, aiding in the


reconstruction of the site's history.

DO NOT READ THE WHOLE TEXT JUST YET!


qRead the title and subheadings


q Read the introduction and conclusion


q Read topic sentences


q Check graphics and captions


q Pay attention to (highlight) keywords


Practice 1: 

SKIMMING A WRITTEN TEXT
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[image: ]Stratigraphic excavation provides a rich source of information for interpretation. The


sequence of layers, along with their contents and spatial relationships, offers insights into


changes in human behavior, technology, and environmental conditions over time. This


method allows archaeologists to r econstruct the site's history and develop nuanced


interpretations, making it an indispensable tool in archaeological research.

In conclusion, the argument presented in this report strongly favors stratigraphic


excavation as a superior archaeological method over random excavation. The preservation

of context, precision in dating, and interpretative advantages it offers make stratigraphic


excavation the preferred choice for any archaeological investigation. The rigor of this


method ensures that we not only uncover artefacts but also reconstruct the past with a


deeper understanding of its complexity and evolution. Therefore, it is imperative for


archaeologists to embrace the benefits of stratigraphic excavation to advance the field and


provide more comprehensive insights into our shared human heritage.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Write down all the information you were able to grasp by skimming through the


text.


9













[image: ]Based on your skimming task, choose the correct answer for the fo llowing


questions regarding the text “A Case for Stratigraphic Excavation in Archaeology” :


1. Why does the text argue against random excavation in archaeology?


a) It is time-consuming and expensive.


b) It often leads to confusion regarding artifact importance.


c) It lacks consideration for underlying stratigraphy, resulting in the loss of valuable 

context.

d) It prioritizes preservation of archaeological context.


2. According to the text, what is a primary drawback of random excavation?

a) Inability to uncover artifacts.


b) Lack of precision in dating.


c) Loss of valuable context and hindrance to accurate dating and interpretation.

d) Difficulty in reconstructing the site's history.


3. What advantage does stratigraphic excavation offer in terms of interpreting past human


activities?

a) It is a faster method of excavation.


b) It preserves the integrity of layers, allowing for discernment of spatial and temporal


associations of finds.

c) It focuses on random areas to gather a diverse set of artifacts.

d) It relies on artifacts alone for historical reconstruction.


4. In the context of the text, what does the term "stratigraphic" most closely refer to?

a) A method of dating artifacts based on their chemical composition.


b) The study of ancient artifacts' geographic distribution.


c) The systematic exploration of archaeological layers.

d) The preservation of artifacts in a controlled environment.
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[image: ]5. In paragraph 2, what does the text mean by "random excavation"?

a) Excavating without considering the site's historical development.

b) Prioritizing systematic exploration of archaeological layers.

c) Excavating specific areas based on chronological sequences.

d) Excavating arbitrary areas of a site without considering underlying stratigraphy.
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[image: ]Internet Governance

Since its origins over 30 years ago, the Internet has become a major new global


telecommunications infrastructure. It is no wonder, then, that it has become a central topic in


the more general discussion being held under the auspices of the Information Society. A World


Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) was first held in December 2003 in Geneva. At that


Summit, a number of Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were discussed, f ocused on


harnessing Information and Communications Technology (I CT) for the benefit of the world’s


population. The Internet, seen as a prototype for the technologies that would underlie the


Information Society, understandably became a focal point (and a flashpoint) of discussions.


Ultimately, in response to debates over the concept of “Internet governance”, a Working Group


on Internet Governance (WGIG) was established, with the objective of defining the term and


providing input to the second phase of the World Summit, planned for Tunis in November

2005. The Working Group released its report on 18 July 2005 and offered a definition of

Internet governance as well as some options for approaches to it.


The Internet is a global, distributed system of hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of


independently operated and interconnected computer communication networks. All of these


networks use a standard set of protocols, sometimes referred to as the TCP/IP protocol suite.

DO NOT READ THE WHOLE TEXT JUST YET!


qRead the title and subheadings


q Read the introduction and conclusion


q Read topic sentences


q Check graphics and captions


q Pay attention to (highlight) keywords


Practice 2: 

SKIMMING A WRITTEN TEXT
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[image: ]TCP and IP are the core protocols of the Internet and had their origins in research


sponsored by the U.S. Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency in 1973. It is a system

that, by design, is relatively insensitive to national boundaries.


For most of its existence, the Internet has been developed in the private sector with


very light oversight on the part of the U.S. Government. The official roll-out of the system

occurred on January 1

st

, 1983, in the U.S. and at locations in the UK and Norway. By 1994,


the Internet was becoming available to the public through commercial networks, and by


1995, a collection of commercial, interconnected public Internet backbones had replaced the


private, U.S. Government-sponsored backbone. The scene was set for the so-called “dot-

com boom” of the late 1990s. During this period, massive amounts of capital went into


“Internet” companies, many of them bereft of serious business models other than a plan to


go public. By April 2000, the bubble had burst. But the Internet continued to grow, even


during the financial winter following the madness. Amidst the hyperbole, some very


successful Internet businesses thrived or were born (e.g., Amazon, eBay, Google). Not
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