
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


[image: image]

Published by Smashwords, Inc.

© Santoshan (Stephen Wollaston) 2020 (eBook edition)

ISBN 9781370212538

First eBook edition

A printed edition of Glyn Edwards: A Renowned Medium Remembered is also available, released in 2019.

All rights reserved. Except for brief quotations in critical articles or reviews, no part of this book may be reproduced in any manner without prior written permission from the compiler.

Design and formatting by Santoshan (Stephen Wollaston).

All photos of Glyn Edwards taken by Santoshan (Stephen Wollaston), except the group photo with Glyn and Santoshan, and the one used for the biography about Glyn, which was taken by Tony Stewart in 1999 in the Arthur Findlay College grounds, for the back cover of Glyn’s first coauthored book.

Front cover photo of Glyn taken in the late summer of 1989 in East London.

Introduction photo of Glyn taken in 2001 in East London.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Preface

[image: ]




After collaborating on four book projects with Glyn, it was only natural for people to ask if I had considered doing a biographical one about him after his passing. I did in fact write a more detailed short biography about Glyn for an expanded edition of The Potential of Mediumship anthology of his wisdom, which was released in 2017, and have also included it in the following pages as it felt fitting to do so. As far back as the 90s, when friends got wind of Glyn and me working on our first book they often assumed it was going to be a biography about his life. It was not as if the suggestion had not been put to him, and it would not have been that hard to put together while being in touch with him so regularly. However, much to Glyn’s credit, he was never interested in a book along those lines being written about him, and was always about the teachings of the spirit, his public work and helping others. His prime focus was on the spirit world’s interrelationship with numerous interwoven spheres of unfoldment, and on practical down-to-earth wisdom and practices.  

Yet in addition to enquiries from people about a biography of Glyn’s life, different people approached me about the possibility of an anthology of this kind, which shares personal thanks, experiences, stories and memories about Glyn, alongside a collection of chapters of his teachings. I decided to run the idea of possibly taking on the task past a few of Glyn’s colleagues and friends, as well as his sister and youngest brother. The response I got was instantly positive; everyone offered encouragement and felt it would be a wonderful tribute to him and his work. One of the people I spoke to was Reverend Andreas Hindström from Sweden, who kindly offered to help in being the first port of call for anyone with a story or memory to share. This made my role in putting this book together a smoother ride, for which I am grateful and wish to thank Andreas for his help, as it allowed me time to focus on the compiling, editing, proofreading and design. He, along with Mark Stone – another of Glyn’s friends who I also wish to thank for assisting with proofreading – were also helpful for being people I could run ideas past about things I was considering including.

I have aimed at giving readers an array of bitesized memories about Glyn and things he wrote and taught. The second part of this anthology is where different articles, talk extracts, workshop sections and exercises by Glyn are to be found, including an amazing account of several fascinating meetings he had with a Yoga master and a collection of key quotations from Glyn’s published works. In the majority of this material, Glyn frequently shares insightful personal reflections and experiences about his own mediumistic and spiritual unfoldment. The majority of memories and stories in the first part have been written from the heart. I trust readers will find the memories shared by contributors, along with the chapters by Glyn, a source of upliftment and something to treasure. Glyn touched many people’s lives in so many ways. The recollections people have shared have been a means for them to give something back and show deep-felt appreciation of Glyn’s work and friendship and the impact he had on their lives.

*      *      *
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Glyn Edwards 1949 - 2015

Glyn was internationally known and respected for having a deep passion for doing mediumistic work and teaching and had great presence on stage, including a strong public voice with a rich tone that grabbed people’s attention. Detailed and accurate evidence of human survival after death often seemed to flow effortlessly for him. People attended his courses and workshops just as much for his wisdom, charisma and dynamic presence as a motivational speaker and extraordinary orator as they did for his reputation as an outstanding medium. He sometimes ran development courses and spiritual retreats at the Arthur Findlay College in Essex that did not include mediumship at all, but other paths and practices that focused on Eastern and Western spirituality, and were just as popular as the ones he ran on mediumistic unfoldment. 

He remains one of very few people, apart from megastars, royalty, and leaders of countries and world religions, that I have seen sparking a spontaneous and rapturous standing ovation from an audience of around 50 people, just for walking into a packed small hall before saying or doing anything! It occurred at the start of an evening’s demonstration of mediumship with Glyn at the Seekers Trust in Kent in 2011. There was a young German student that both Glyn and I knew in the audience, who turned to me with a beaming smile on her face after observing the enthusiastic welcome. We were both touched by the audience’s unprompted appreciation of someone we knew so well. 

When Glyn was not publicly working, he liked planning holidays and spiritual retreats, and going to places where he could relax in natural settings and be energised by different cultures and ways of being at peace. Included in his mediumistic and spiritual life was a fervent love of Earth-centred spirituality. As well as being a renowned medium, teacher and orator with an inclusive interfaith approach to his work, he can also be looked upon as a Nature mystic because of the experiences he often had when he was deeply aware of the natural world’s sentient life and reconnected with Gaia’s awesome creativity and beauty. Even when meeting people’s pets, he would show great fondness of their presence and personality and was always joyous in his interactions with them. He always made me smile when he greeted and enthusiastically talked to animal friends.

Because of his understanding of the natural world, he never denied the importance of physical life, but affirmed its spiritual essence and saw how the spirit world was profoundly interwoven with the creativity of all. He taught and wrote about various interrelated spheres of mediumistic phenomena and spirituality, which he wove around an array of insights from a coat of many colours. At times, he found it restrictive working within the framework of the Spiritualist movement, as he often felt the need to go beyond labels and boundaries, which is another noticeable theme running through his teachings. 

He was refreshingly progressive and always enthusiastically embracing new and helpful insights people had had and broadening his understanding and wisdom. Some of the things he taught in the early 90s is different to what he taught 20 years later, which is to be expected when someone is authentically open to ongoing creative development. He was particularly drawn and had experiences connected to Yogic, Buddhist and Christian mystical teachings and practices, and enjoyed engaging in mutually beneficial dialogues with people from diverse fields of spirituality and finding common ground. His open-minded inclusiveness and search for an interspiritual perennial wisdom, in fact, profoundly enriched both his mediumistic and spiritual life and gave them deeper meaning and purpose. 

He was generally down-to-earth and practical in his life and work and helped others whenever he could. Yet when it came to publicly demonstrating his mediumistic abilities, he usually broke the rule of staying on the podium and often walked up to people in the congregation to deliver a message from spirit. Sometimes he would turn to people in the audience who had lost direction in their life or were at crossroads, informing them that he had to speak to them and that it was not about evidence of survival after death, as that was not what they needed at that time, but guidance about what was going on at the moment. There were numerous occasions like this when Glyn stepped outside of traditional expectations of mediumistic work, which readers will notice in some of his teachings and this book’s tributes to him. 

Like a lot of public figures and gay men, he often dressed well and paid attention to his appearance. He spent much of his public life promoting an engaged spirituality relevant for our times and encouraged others to be as wide, accepting and universal in their search for spiritual truths and growth as he had been. He was aware that we live in multicultural societies with neighbours from various faiths and disparate forms of sexual orientation, and need to look upon everyone as a part of our global spiritual community, as our sisters and brothers, which includes the animal queendoms and kingdoms.

Like all of us, he was not perfect and spoke openly about his own personal struggles. A friend commented just after Glyn’s passing, how brave he was. Not only for blazing a trail for what he believed in and aimed to live out and embody in his life, but also for how he handled physical adversity. He had had hearing problems since he was a child, which he never allowed to get in the way of achieving what he sought to accomplish. A mystery illness he contracted in 2003 was at first devastating for him. Initially, it took lots of support from close friends, medical staff and his family for him to pick himself up and heal, but once he did, he quickly started to work again and seemed to find richer levels to his mediumship, spirituality and teaching. Even more remarkable was the dignity and valour he displayed in handling the onset of cancer in the last year of his Earth life. Right up to the very last week, his sense of humour and his enthusiasm for working with students and the spirit were as much in evidence as they had ever been. He most certainly walked his talk in so many different and amazing ways. I can only hope that readers will come to appreciate and be inspired by his incredible work and life in the following pages.

~ Santoshan (Stephen Wollaston)

*      *      *
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Above: Word cloud of some key areas in Glyn’s teachings.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Glyn Edwards
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In the course of my development I have come to realise how our individual spirit, Nature, the spirit world and God are continuously creating, and how by participating with this activity we become co-creators with the creative powers of all life.

~ Glyn Edwards

Glyn Edwards was born in Liverpool on 17th August 1949 and was the oldest of four siblings. His parents, Violet and Eddie, came from Catholic and Welsh Presbyterian Church backgrounds. As Glyn’s father was in the army, Glyn spent a lot of his early years living in different parts of the world such as Cyprus and Egypt. His parents then settled for a while in the UK when Eddie, with Violet’s help, became a pub landlord in Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire. They then lived in the United States for a period, but Glyn remained in England.

During his Earth life, Glyn became internationally recognised as one of the UK’s finest mediums. At 16 he joined a Benedictine community. Within this period of his life, various mediumistic experiences he had had since a child intensified, which subsequently led him to leave the community after staying for two years. He then went on to train at Sassoon’s, became a sought-after hairdresser and began to take a deeper interest in his mediumistic abilities after a sitting under an assumed name with a medium who gave him remarkable evidence about his grandmother and other members of his family. 

After doing his first public demonstration of mediumship at 19, he immediately went on to working regularly as a medium. He later became a certificated medium of the SNU (Spiritualists’ National Union) and a protégée of the world-renowned medium Gordon M Higginson, and worked on an array of projects with him for many years, including demonstrating his mediumship at the Derby Assembly Rooms in 1991 as part of the SNU’s centenary celebrations.

He travelled extensively, speaking, lecturing, demonstrating and running workshops throughout the UK and worldwide for over 40 years. He owed much of his early work to Jean Matheson, a long-time friend and organiser of numerous successful events and courses in the north of England, who sat for him in a highly productive development circle and helped him gain confidence in his abilities.

He was the main founder of the Gordon Higginson Fellowship and the Gordon Higginson Awareness Foundation, both of which ran various courses in the south of England. He was also a regular course organiser and teacher at the Arthur Findlay College for over three decades, worked at the Spiritualist Association of Great Britain, and was involved with the research of PRISM (Psychical Research Involving Selected Mediums).

He possessed extensive understanding of various mediumistic and spiritual paths, and was always up-to-date with the latest ideas and discoveries of different traditions. He was particularly known for the quality of his work and his ability to demonstrate his mediumship almost effortlessly in front of large audiences. A short YouTube video of Glyn publicly demonstrating his mediumship, taken from a documentary shown on the BBC about the SNU, shows him giving evidence that even the most hardened sceptic would find difficult to explain away about a town where someone used to live having “a very unusual post box”, as it wasn’t painted red, “it was green and made out of wood!”

On some occasions he gave a demonstration of trance mediumship. More than anything, Glyn was highly respected for his understanding of and insight into different areas of mediumistic unfoldment and his devotion to helping students explore and realise their individual potential. His teachings and courses often promoted an inclusive approach to development. Along with those from Spiritualist backgrounds, students and teachers on his courses and workshops could come from a variety of traditions such as Hindu, Christian, Jewish, Yogic, Buddhist, Sufi, Psychotherapist, Reiki Healer and Neo-Pagan, and could be of any age from teenage years to senior citizens.

He was interviewed on television and radio throughout the world, recorded many teachings and practices, wrote numerous articles on mediumship and spiritual growth, and coauthored two development manuals (Tune in to Your Spiritual Potential and 21 Steps to Reach Your Spirit). Because of other commitments Glyn had and the slow process of publishing in the 90s, the first book took eight years from conception to being released in printed form. Nonetheless, Glyn worked on several of his chapters while on a single two-week holiday in the New Forest area in south England. The two coauthored books were thoroughly revised and given new titles in 2011: The Spirit World in Plain English and Spirit Gems. Glyn was also extensively featured in two in-depth interviews in the book Realms of Wondrous Gifts,1 released in 2008, and featured in a book called The Best of British, which was released to coincide with the new millennium.

In order to recharge his own batteries, Glyn frequently went on silent retreats to various countryside and town monasteries in the UK. For a while, he undertook instruction from a renowned Tantric Yoga master, Sri Jammu Maharaj, as well as a teacher from the Bihar School of Yoga, Swami Dharmananda Saraswati Maharaj, who gave him the name Devadasa (meaning servant of God). Along with Eastern wisdom and practices such as Mindfulness, Glyn was for many years deeply inspired by the teachings of the New Thought writer and teacher Ernest Holmes, took serious interest in the revival of Centring Prayer pioneered by Thomas Keating, and found times being amongst Nature an important part of his spiritual life. Two of his favourite places to go on holiday were the Lake District in the north of England, and Devon in the south. Insights about the creativity of Nature, an ever-present spirit world and the divinity in all were often predominant themes in Glyn’s talks and writings.
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