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THE KINGDOM OF OISIN GREETS THE NAPOLEONIC OFFICERS

OISIN was the chronicler of Celtic heroes as Homer was of the Greeks, whom he portrayed in ‘The Iliad’ and ‘The Odyssey’. The poet and recorder of the Fianna and the last survivor of the band, Oisin was the son of Finn Mac Cumbal and of Sadbh, a woman of the Sidh, who had been turned into a fawn by the Dark Druid, Fear Doirche, who was pressing his love on her. She took refuge with the Fianna where she could regain her woman’s shape, and Finn loved her and married her. Once when Finn was called away to war, Fear Doirche took the appearance of Finn and lured her away, and Finn searched everywhere, but he could never find her again. However, one day when he was hunting, there was a great outcry among the hounds, and when the huntsmen rode up, they found Bran and Sceolan protecting a beautiful little boy against all the rest of the pack. Finn leapt from his horse and picked up the child: ‘O Oisin - my little fawn!’ he said. For he knew Sadbh’s child and his own son. Later, when Oisin could speak, he told how he had been watched and nursed by a deer, and how a dark man had taken her away. When he grew up Oisin became the sweetest singer and one of the most valiant fighters of the Fianna, and he lived to see the beginning of the dark days of the Fianna for he lived through the Battle of Gabhra where Osgar, his son, who was next to him in valour, was killed.

Oisin welcomed the dead heroes from battlefields, especially the victors. France, in particular, valued the myth of Oisin, and her many great victories during the Napoleonic War contributed to the French interest. The picture shows victorious French officers crossing into the heaven world greeted by Oisin. The relevance to our subject is through Oisin representing the cosmic rewards which come to those valiant heroes who champion their Soul’s Purpose and, in transition at death, reap the rewards of their earthly actions.
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“Astrology is concerned with the effect produced in the substance of the sheaths by the influences, vibrations, etc., of the various planets. These are, esoterically, the influences of the solar centres. The forces, emanating from the solar centres, play upon the planetary centres. . . . This is hidden in the karma of the Heavenly Man. When true esoteric astrology comes into being, more anent this will be given. Astrological students are today only learning the ABC of this stupendous subject and are occupied with the exoteric fringes of that great veil which has been thrown wisely over planetary lore.”

(A Treatise on Cosmic Fire by Alice A. Bailey)

 

“. . . Astrologers will eventually be divided into two classes: the exoteric astrologers who will be occupied with the horoscope of the personality, and the esoteric astrologers who will be occupied with the purposes of the soul.

. . The ascendant or rising sign indicates the intended live or immediate soul purpose for this incarnation. It holds the secret of the future and presents the force which, rightly used, will lead the man to success. It represents the sattvic or harmony aspect of life and can produce right relationship between soul and personality in any one incarnation. It thus points the way to the recognition of the force of the soul.”

(Esoteric Astrology by Alice A. Bailey)


LIST OF ASTROLOGICAL SYMBOLS

Symbols used



˜ Sun

Ìp  Mercury

z Vulcan

„ Venus

À Earth

¶  Mars

Ô  Jupiter

Ê  Saturn

¬  Uranus

•  Neptune

Þ  Pluto

¢  Moon




_  Related to

e  Square

∟ Semisquare

f  Trine

i   Opposed

a  Conjunct

d  Sextile

h  Inconjunct

Z Intercepted

ý  On Cusp

X  Retrograde




s  Aries

}  Taurus

‡  Gemini

‘  Cancer

›  Leo

¥  Virgo

¯  Libra

¹ Scorpio

Ã Sagittarius

Í Capricorn

× Aquarius

á Pisces







PLANETARY RULERS



Constellation:

Aries
Taurus
Gemini
Cancer
Leo
Virgo
Libra
Scorpio
Sagittarius
Capricorn
Aquarius
Pisces




Esoteric:

Mercury
Vulcan
Venus
Neptune
The Sun
The Moon
Uranus
Mars
The Earth
Saturn
Jupiter
Pluto





Note: Per Esoteric Astrology by Alice A. Bailey, Lucis Press, London and New York.


INTRODUCTION

Alice Bailey’s approach to esoteric astrology was from the universal towards the particular - universal relationships, the nature of maya and the illusion it creates, the destiny of mankind as a whole and of the lower kingdoms of nature, and the interplay of energies resulting from the impact of these relationships on the individual.*

* “Esoteric Astrology” by Alice A. Bailey, page 6.

In contrast, this work is based on an analysis of the horoscope, placing emphasis on the Rising Sign as it expresses the Soul’s Purpose and its nuances. Thus, the universal approach is yet maintained but brought to bear on the specific or existential features of the individual’s horoscope.

The delicate tones of energy which stem from the soul are reflected through the permutations which the astrological aspects in the natal horoscope can reveal,

e.g.

Aspect: ¯ Asc., ¬ (1/2) › 11 e ˜ (10/11) ¹ 2 ± 

Permutation In Basic Symbols:

        ¯ Asc.  ¬      e ¹                 11 2         
Continuous traffic hold-ups and bottlenecks 

   11                      ˜›
at some of the roundabouts.

Permutation In Elevated Symbols:

       2        ¯ Asc.    2           11 2 ¹ 
Sounding the word clears the bottleneck of 

    2         ¯ Asc.
energies ‘en route’ to the 

   e ¹        ¬ _ ˜ 
blocked Crown Chakra.

The first permutation suggests congestion at roundabouts. Roundabouts themselves act as centres which allow traffic to enter them smoothly from all entrances. They are an outward symbol of a deeper meaning. The personality might well experience travelling difficulties at roundabouts, but the interest of the esoteric astrologer is directed more to hang ups (˜ (10/11) ¹) in energy pathways which block spiritual growth, mainly at the site of the (circular) chakras.

Whilst esoteric astrology is primarily concerned with the hegemony of the soul as it progressively asserts itself in the life of the individual, it is not incapable of providing the personality with direction and useful advice. On the contrary, when we are dealing with Man on the Path, a far, far more accurate an interpretation of his situation, its potentials and limitations for expression is given by using the esoteric rulers of the Signs of the Zodiac as demonstrated in esoteric astrology.

The author disagrees with Alice Bailey’s assertion that “interest in the individual horoscope will gradually die out.” Events already show this not to be true. The development of the computer has made the horoscope available to the millions, and it is but a matter of time before the same computers begin to sieve out the “real from the unreal.” In the end, however, the real is only discovered within, and the fullest exposition of esoteric astrology gives the keys to such discoveries within and their correlation to wide and more universal principles. To ignore the individual horoscope is to leave astrology, esoteric or exoteric, with feet of clay. What is needed is a wiser and more psychosynthetic interpretation of the horoscope.

Thus, providing the interpreter views the horoscope from a point of higher synthesis, the most accurate interpretation of a personality matter may be gauged from particular astrological aspects. Bailey herself, or the Tibetan Master through her, gave the key to the psychosynthetic approach by allocating esoteric rulerships to the Signs for Man on the Path and a further set of rulers, called “hierarchical”, which apply to those disciples who are initiate and engaged in the work of the Hierarchy of this planet, as It implements the Divine Plan for the Earth, e.g. :-

CONSTELLATION: CAPRICORN:

Orthodox Ruler - Saturn
(for Ordinary Man)

Esoteric Ruler - Saturn
(for Man on the Path)

Hierarchical Ruler - Venus

CONSTELLATION: SAGITTARIUS

Orthodox Ruler - Jupiter

Esoteric Ruler - Earth

Hierarchical Ruler - Mars*

* “Esoteric Astrology” by Alice A. Bailey, page 68.

The student of esoteric astrology needs always to be reminded that “space is an entity” and that whereas astronomy pursues the exploration of the anatomy of that entity with its giant telescopes, the science of astrology in its esoteric application is concerned with the physiology of that Being “in Whom we live and move and have our being.” His biorhythms are the seasons and cycles which fashion much of the outer environment in which we live and, equally, his subjective activities are the immense collective unconscious in which the human psyche’s main structures are located. There can be no complete understanding of man and his holistic nature outside of these encompassing cosmic currents.


FOREWORD

The orthodox approach to astrology is no more accurate than the esoteric even when the subject of investigation is only the personality and not its Soul. Orthodox interpretation leaves out the reality of subjective meanings. For instance, the average astrologer will regard the First House as being related to the head, its anatomy, physiology, pathology, etc. But, in esoteric astrology, the numinous energies associated with this site of human consciousness are also taken into account, and their pressures register in that consciousness as deeper meaning.

The word “head” is a contraction of the participle “heaved” and signifies what is lifted up or exalted. Hence the association of the head and the First House with matters pertaining to the Soul, its intent and its expressions. Besides its ordinary meaning, “head” has various figurative and symbolic acceptations in the scriptures of all esoteric teachings, as well as in those of many religions. The crown (of consciousness, or symbol of majesty and power) was worn upon the head to indicate outwardly the invisible radiance of the Crown Chakra, Sahasrara, the thousand-petalled lotus, the crowning glory of Man.* The head was anointed with oil (• × l) or strewn with ashes (Ê} l) in token of grief. Head, of course, also means chief, leader, psychopomp, principal or ruler. When the spiritualised personality allows his Soul to lead or direct him, then the elements of the First House, its ruler and the Sign on its cusp become exalted. Similarly, affairs of state, the state capital, the prime minister, the president, the patriarch, etc., all pertain to the head.

* See the author’s works “The Jewel In The Lotus”, pages 126, 185, 230-231, and “Meditation, The Theory And Practice”, pages 41, 47, 85-93, 131, 250-254.

These background features are taken into account in the new astrology that some call “esoteric”, which really means “coming from within.” In a similar way, the heart has its own numinous radiance and associated symbols of deep significance to thinking Man. Certainly, it is traditionally the seat of the affections, desires and motives of someone who has not yet felt the first faint stirrings of the Soul within him. But to those in whom the Soul is awakened, in whom the voice of conscience is strong, the Heart makes other impacts and has other meanings. It embraces, through the alerted ten-petalled lotus of the Heart Chakra, all the powers and faculties of man as a moral, intellectual, spiritual and accountable being.

Let us take, as an example, the chart of M.S., a Nottingham schoolboy.

Aspect: ¯ Asc. f ¶a„ a Ê â 9

Permutation In Basic Symbols:

   ¶        „      f ¯ Asc.          9 
Plan to teach, to spell out, a highly  

        Z          ‡                       Ê
specialised subject, as his profession,

 Asc.      ‡              9          9 ‡         ¯
first at school and later at university levels.
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But teaching is equated with healing and often, in removing ignorance, we take away also the cause of an illness. Teaching and healing are the natural expressions of the Second Ray (‡). Thus, a second and even higher permutation or compound complex ** of the aspect emerges:-

     ‡          „ 9      ‘          ¶a  Ê 
“Come unto me all ye who suffer and 

 ZÊ          Asc. 9   ‘     ¯ Asc.
travail and I will comfort thee.”

** A compound complex is a single word or phrase that may or man not be translatable into astrological glyphs, but which fits the affect and image represented by the aspect under analysis.

As a college don, or as a reporter of some specialised subject or as a psychiatrist* or as a psychopomp, he must always have the arms of his nature extended to receive, to listen to, to comfort and to heal those in need, the little ones on the Path.

* Psychiatrist in its truest sense means “doctor of the psyche/soul.”

Note the word “travail” from the compound complex above. It suggests pain and toil. The word comes from the Latin ‘trepalium’, an instrument of torture (¶ a Ê). Travail also means the pangs of childbirth, and in the esoteric sense, it means “those who are suffering from the pangs of rebirth” *** - i.e., those who are on the tortured way (¶ a „a Ê Z) of spiritual aspiration (‡ 9).

Out of the same aspect emerges an object ideal for this subject to meditate on. The object is that of a winged horse in flight to the mountain heights of Olympus. (See next illustration.)

*** See also the author's article on this subject is ESOTERIC SCIENCE JOURNAL, Issue No. 4.
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      ¶          ‡       9 ¶
Powerful winged horse - Pegasus - in 

(Í)         Ê                               9
front of Mount Olympus - a towering,

      „            9              ‡
numinous structure windowed with 

       ‡                              ‡ 9
colonnades - home of the gods.

The sixteen analyses contained in this work not only isolate elements of each subject’s Soul’s purpose, but suggest the ways in which the subject himself may proceed further with his own unfoldment along the lines most compatible with that Soul’s intent. Thus, appropriate myths are indicated, the pursuit of which helps to unlock further meaning to the aspirant.

Objects for meditation, to be posited in the third stage of that sacred science, are also revealed, the stages of meditation being:-


	
Seating oneself.



	
Withdrawal of the senses.



	
The positing of an object or concept for meditation in the “sacred square inch” (between the brows).



	
Concentration (Dharana), and



	
Dhyana (sustained concentration), with union.





Leading a meditative way of life amplifies the effects of meditation, and suggestions are given here as to how this can be obtained within the terms of reference indicated by the birth chart. Advice given is thus unique and existential to the individual concerned.

Information on the appropriate chakras requiring stimulation or control is sometimes also given. The analyses, therefore, bring together in a blending synthesis three keys basic to the esoteric sciences:-


	
the astrological key,



	
the alchemical and



	
the meditative.





The analysis of the Soul’s Purpose is quite comprehensive in scope and embraces a wide range of relevant considerations, e.g., karma, previous lives, Ray* of the Soul, existential mythological archetypes, the emphasis on particular chakras, and objects for meditation, as well as advice or comments in response to any questions which may have been raised by the individual.

* The Seven Rays analyse the anatomy and function of the various units of spiritual energy which constitute the vehicle of expression of man’s soul and which constantly stimulate or moderate the elements of man’s personality from within. It is through the effects of this inner nature that man is able to integrate his personality to the extent that it sounds forth as a single note. The Rays categorize and analyze the reasons for human desire and indicate how these desires may be handled. They give a wider view of karma and offer information about the mechanics of reincarnation. They can indicate to the earnest student who is prepared to sieve and to meditate, to cross-check and synthesize, our individual place on the Path. See my work “Esoteric Psychology, The Seven Rays”.

The first step in the analysis of a Soul’s Purpose is to determine the vectors in the horoscope which relate to the specific Soul’s Purpose, as indicated by :-


	
the Rising Sign (determined by the time of birth),



	
the esoteric planetary ruler of the Rising Sign (also known as the Ascendant), and



	
the esoteric planetary ruler of the Sign on the cusp of the House in which (b) is found.





Thus, in our example horoscope opposite, the three vectors indicating the Soul’s Purpose are:-

I. Sagittarius Ascendant

II. 0 (11/12/1) s 3

III. pR (2/3) ¯ 9 i Vector II.

Other vectors may modify or amplify the primary three vectors, e.g., that which indicates the Ray of the Soul. In our example horoscope, this is indicated by Venus in the Sign of Virgo intercepted in the Eighth House, Leo on the cusp, as well as the influence of Jupiter in Gemini in the Sixth.

After the initial objective review of the horoscope has been made, it is then submitted for an in-depth subjective review through the vehicle of the author’s spiritual diary. In a withdraw state of (super)consciousness, the author receives audio-visual images which not only convey the necessary existential affect (or feeling tone) of the individual under analysis, but also very specific facts as regards karma and previous lives. Some of the audio impressions are conveyed in the form of “compound complexes” which can constitute one word up to an entire phrase that may or may not be immediately translatable into the astrological glyphs representing the individual’s Soul’s Purpose. An effort is then made to present these images in an understandable format, without detracting from or eliminating the individual’s need to brood and ponder over the material in order to glean his own interpretations, as meaning and numinosum surface from deep within.

The dissemination of the Soul’s Purpose is a revelatory process, and each individual must make the effort to make himself receptive (to the “Voice of the Silence”) during periods of withdrawal - whether it be in meditation or merely sitting in silence - in order to obtain the most benefit as the Soul persistently endeavours to guide its personality. To aid the individual’s focus of attention, not only are existential objects for meditation provided, but the many permutations supplied in the analysis should be entered in the individual’s spiritual diary in order to stimulate the archetypal sources of energy in his unconscious.

Once the “seed” of the Soul’s Purpose is received from the Nirmanakaya, then a team of Claregate graduates work on such detail work as biographies of previous lives, the function of chakras, relevant myths and the drawing of illustrations, etc. The following represents a sample analysis:-

Soul's Purpose Aspect:
Ã Asc., À (11/12/1) s 3 i p X (2/3) ¯ 9
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SOUL’S PURPOSE

ANALYSIS BY

Dr. Douglas M. Baker
B.A., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., F.Z.S.

General Comments:


	
The Ascendant is rising at 29 °, indicating that much of the Soul's Purpose will remain unrevealed in this life.



	
The Ray of the Soul is the Second Ray of Love-Wisdom, indicated by Venus Virgo in the Eighth House.





BIRTH DATA: Date: 5th Oct. 1929 
                            Time: 2:15pm
                            Place: Wandsworth, South London

The interpretation of the Soul’s Purpose is based on the assumption that the statistics provided and contained in the horoscope are accurate.

SOUL’S PURPOSE

Aspect: (1) Ã Asc., (2) À (11/12/1) s 3 i (3) pR (2/3) ¯ 9

The three vectors pointing to the Soul’s Purpose provide a rather unique feature in the preponderance of Fire and Air:-

Fire: Ã Asc., À, s, p, 9

Air: 11, 3, 3, ¯

When wind accompanies fire, both dangerous and useful circumstances may arise. The blowtorch and the hot-air balloon illustrate the latter, whilst a grass fire and burning house with its windows open are illustrative of the former. Sometimes fire may create its own draught. During bombing of the town of Dresden in the last War by allied forces, the centre of the city became a great fire-ball as the generated hot air of burning houses rose upwards and drew in air to take its place.

In certain spiritual states when the Fire of S * is generated, the reflex action of the subject is to breathe powerfully so that the initiated fire is thus fanned into a heavenly blaze which accomplishes in the individual what alchemy accomplishes in gross metals. Dangers are as much present in spiritual practices as when air and fire are present on the physical plane. Precautions must ever be observed, lest the person “burn himself out” :-

* S is a symbol for spiritual Fire, Venusian in origin, which H. P. Blavatsky called “fohat’ This extra-systemic Fire drives all forms towards their ultimate perfection, not the least of which is man whose lower nature is transformed into the shining gold of the higher Self through its application. For a detailed description of spiritual Fire, see my works “The Spiritual Diary” and “The Diary Of An Alchemist”.

A name to all succeeding ages cursed.
For close designs and crooked councils fit;
Sagacious, bold and turbulent of wit:
Restless, unfixed in principles and place;
In power unpleased, impatient of disgrace.
A fiery soul, which working out its way,
Fretted the pigmy body to decay:
And o’er informed the tenement of clay.
A daring pilot in extremity;
Pleased with the danger, when the waves went high
He sought the storms; but, for a calm unfit,
Would steer too nigh the sands, to boast his wit.
Great wits are surely to madness allied;
And thin partitions do their bounds divide:
Else, why should he, with wealth and honour blest,
Refuse his age the needful hours of rest?
Punish a body which he could not please.
Bankrupt of life, yet prodigal of ease?
In friendship false, implacable in hate,
Resolved to ruin or to rule the State.

John Dryden, 
“Absolem and Architophel”

One of the delights in my own early life was to help in the burning of fire-breaks on the grasslands of the South African veld. Special care was taken regarding direction of wind, etc., when the appropriate date for the task was chosen. No farmhouse felt safe during the long, hot autumn unless fire-breaks surrounded its approaches.
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