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Preface

In a world marked by division, injustice, and violence, the message of the Gospel remains as powerful and relevant as ever. This book, Grace and Justice: The Gospel of Salvation, Social Liberation, and Christian Pacifism, is born out of a deep conviction that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is not only about personal salvation but also about the transformation of our societies and the pursuit of peace.

As I embarked on this journey, my goal was to explore the fullness of the Gospel as presented in Scripture and through the writings of key Christian thinkers. Central to this exploration is the doctrine of salvation by grace alone, a truth that lies at the heart of the Christian faith. The work of Jesus Christ on the cross, His resurrection, and His ongoing intercession for us form the foundation of our hope and assurance. Salvation is a gift, freely given, and can be received by faith alone.

However, the implications of this grace extend far beyond our individual lives. The Gospel compels us to seek justice for the oppressed, to stand against systems of inequality, and to advocate for those who cannot speak for themselves. This book draws on the teachings of Jesus, the Apostle Paul, and the profound insights of theologians such as Dr. Desmond Ford and Gustavo Gutiérrez to articulate a vision of Christian social justice that is rooted in the very fabric of the Gospel.

Moreover, the Gospel of grace calls us to be peacemakers. In an age where violence often seems to be the first resort, the teachings of Jesus invite us to a different way—a way of non-violence and reconciliation. In the final part of this book, I examine the ethics of Christian pacifism, drawing on the rich theological reflections of Stanley Hauerwas and others. Pacifism is not merely an option for Christians; it is a necessary expression of the love and peace that Christ embodies.

This book is written for those who long to see the world changed by the power of the Gospel. It is for those who believe that the grace of God, the call to justice, and the ethic of peace are not separate threads but are woven together in the tapestry of God’s redemptive work. My hope and prayer is that this book will inspire, challenge, and equip you to live out this full Gospel in your own life and community.

I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to all those whose teachings and writings have influenced this work, especially Dr. Desmond Ford and Stanley Hauerwas. Their insights have profoundly shaped my understanding of the Gospel and its implications for the church today.

May the words in this book be a source of encouragement and guidance as we seek to follow Jesus Christ in grace, justice, and peace.

Kayumba David
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Introduction

The message of salvation is central to the Christian faith, a message that has been proclaimed for over two millennia. This book explores the profound truth that salvation is by grace alone, a gift freely given through the finished work of Jesus Christ. As we delve into this foundational truth, we will also examine how it informs our understanding of social justice and pacifism. This threefold focus will guide our exploration: Salvation by grace alone, the call for social justice from a liberation theology perspective, and the ethic of pacifism rooted in the life and teachings of Jesus.
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