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Introduction 
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Hello and welcome to this collection of short stories for English learners at B1 level.

In this Ebook  you will read stories about three friends — Ethel, Barry, and Tony as they explore everyday life, solve problems, and share new experiences together. Each story is designed to help you improve your listening skills and build your vocabulary in real-life situations.

After each story, you will see a list of key words and phrases, with clear explanations and examples. Then, you will be asked some comprehension questions to check your understanding. At the end, we’ll go through the questions again — with the answers.

You can read  the stories more than once to help you understand better. You can also pause and repeat parts if you want more time to think.

These stories are written for learners like you — people who already understand basic English and want to feel more confident with everyday language.

So find a comfortable place to sit,  and enjoy your journey with Ethel, Barry, and Tony.

Let’s begin.
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Story 1: The Lost Phone
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One rainy afternoon, Ethel, Barry, and Tony were sitting in a small café near the train station. They had planned to visit a museum, but the heavy rain changed their plans.

Ethel stirred her tea slowly. “I guess it’s not a good day for sightseeing.”

Barry looked out the window. “Definitely not. But this café is nice. It’s warm, and the coffee smells great.”

Tony didn’t reply. He was patting his pockets, frowning.

“What’s wrong?” asked Ethel.
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