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Preface
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Emma Greene and the Railroad Land Mystery is a work of fiction inspired by the history of Superior, Wisconsin, in the late 1800s. While this story incorporates real locations, names, and some historical events, it is essential to note that the characters, plot, and specific details are the product of the author’s imagination.

The story follows 12-year-old Emma Greene as she embarks on a daring adventure to unravel a mystery that intersects with the growing town's railroad development. Although some aspects of this narrative reflect the spirit and challenges of the time, this book should not be considered a historical account, nor does it adhere to an exact timeline of past events.

The rich history of Superior has long been a source of inspiration, and while Emma’s journey through this historical landscape may echo the stories of the past, the events of her mystery are hers alone. This fictional tale honors the city's history while providing an entertaining journey through the eyes of a curious young detective.

Enjoy the adventure, and remember—sometimes, history is best told through the eyes of those who imagine what might have been.

Title: Emma Greene and the Railroad Land Mystery

Setting: Superior, Wisconsin, Mid-1890s

Main Characters:


	Emma Greene – A curious and brave 12-year-old who loves solving mysteries. Daughter of an Irish fireman.

	Jack – Emma’s streetwise friend, also 12, who quit school to help support his family. Sells newspapers and runs errands for businessmen.

	Mr. McCleary – The new teacher at Blaine School. Dresses more like an attorney than a schoolteacher.

	
Mr. Belknap – Employee of the Land and River Improvement Company. Lives at the West Superior Hotel.  (Based on Robert Lenox Belknap)


	Cara – Emma’s aunt, lives with her brother Riley, a local fireman.

	Marshal – A U.S. Marshal working undercover.

	Gerhard – A local reporter trying to uncover land fraud tied to the railroad expansion.



More information can be found on williamgustave.com

One late night, Emma Greene peered through her window and saw something strange: her new teacher, Mr. McCleary, riding past in a fine buggy, dressed in a suit better suited to an attorney than a schoolteacher. Curious and suspicious, she resolved to find out more.
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Chapter One: The Man in the Buggy
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The electric lights on Tower Avenue cast long shadows on the wooden sidewalks. Most of the homes on Emma’s block on Banks Avenue were dark now, their kerosene lamps snuffed out and curtains drawn tight against the spring chill. But Emma was still awake, kneeling on the window seat in her upstairs bedroom, a quilt wrapped around her shoulders. She didn’t like to sleep right away. That was when her mind wandered the most, spinning questions and possibilities like a spider weaving a web.

That’s when she saw him.  A single horse clopped along the street below, its buggy wheels creaking faintly. The man held the reins loosely, his figure hunched slightly forward, hat brim low. But even in the dim moonlight, Emma recognized him—Mr. McCleary is the new teacher at Blaine School.

He wasn’t dressed like a teacher, not like Mr. Talbot, who always had chalk dust on his sleeves, or Miss Fraser, who wore the same shawl daily. Mr. McCleary’s coat glinted faintly—dark wool, double-breasted, with sharp lapels—and his hat was more the style of a Milwaukee attorney than any schoolman she’d ever seen. He sat stiffly, not like someone out for a ride, but like a man with business. Serious business.

She watched until the buggy turned off down Broadway and vanished into the shadows. Then Emma slowly stepped back from the window, heart ticking faster than before.

What was a schoolteacher doing out so late?
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Chapter Two: Jack Knows Things
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Emma pulled on her boots the next morning and swung her satchel over her shoulder. A low fog hovered over the rooftops, the lake just a ghostly smudge beyond the trees. She walked quickly, glancing back toward the spot where Mr. McCleary’s buggy had disappeared the night before.

At the corner of Ogden Avenue and Broadway, she heard the sharp voice of a boy calling out headlines.

“Land Buyers Pour Into Superior! New Rail Line Coming?”

Emma smiled as she spotted him, Jack, standing near a general store with a stack of folded papers under his arm. His cap was pulled low, but a lock of sandy hair stuck out of the side. He had grown taller since she’d last measured herself against him, but he still had the same spark in his eyes—the look of someone who saw more than he let on.

“Morning, Jack,” Emma said as she approached.

“Morning, Em.” He handed a paper to a passing man without looking, as a couple of coins dropped into his other hand. “You look like you didn’t sleep.”

“I didn’t. I saw something strange last night.”

“Oh?” Jack cocked his head.

“Mr. McCleary. He went past my house in a buggy. Late. Dressed like he was headed to court.”

Jack squinted. “The new teacher?”

She nodded. “Do you know anything about him?”

Jack shook his head. “Nothing. Doesn’t talk to the shopkeepers. Doesn’t go to the saloons. Doesn’t eat at the boarding house like the others.”

Emma frowned. If Jack didn’t know something, it was usually because there wasn’t anything to know.

“But,” he added, adjusting the strap on his shoulder, “I could ask around. Some of the men I deliver to might’ve seen him somewhere he didn’t expect to be seen.”

Emma grinned. “Thanks, Jack. I knew I could count on you.”

He gave her a sideways look. “You’re not getting yourself in trouble again, are you?”

“Not unless trouble’s where the answers are.”

Jack smirked, then handed her a paper. “Just don’t make me have to rescue you. Again.”

Emma tucked the newspaper under her arm and continued toward school, the wheels in her mind turning faster than ever.
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Chapter Three: The Cow, the Camera, and a Curious Girl
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Emma left Jack behind at the general store and continued on her way, boots tapping against the wooden sidewalk. She passed John Avenue, then turned right onto Hughitt Avenue, where rows of new homes stood proudly under the morning haze. Four blocks later, she reached North 14th Street, where Blaine School sat mid-block—its red brick walls towering above the muddy street like a castle in a frontier town.
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Across the dirt road from the school was a field, neither quite wild nor exactly tamed. And in that field, as usual, stood a single brown-and-white cow, lazily chewing at a tuft of grass, tail swishing as if to say she owned the place.
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