

[image: cover]



The Guardian Series Book 9:

The Dragons of the Four Realms

Ali Noel Vyain


This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents either are the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, events, or locales is entirely coincidental.

Copyright © 2021 by Ali Noel Vyain.

Published by Ali Noel Vyain at Smashwords.

No part of this book can be reproduced or used in any manner without written permission of the copyright owner.

Elsewhere

eISBN: 9781005652548

alinoelvyain.wordpress.com


Contents

Chapter 1 The United Four Realms

Chapter 2 Orphans

Chapter 3 The Dragon Council

Chapter 4 Another Romance Gone Sour

Chapter 5 Meeting

Chapter 6 Reactions to the Fight

Chapter 7 Heir to the Throne

Chapter 8 Faedin & Yaemin

Chapter 9 Discussion on Failed Dragon Romances

Chapter 10 Silver Scales

Chapter 11 What it Means to be a Dragon

Chapter 12 Questions for Silver Scales

Chapter 13 Laws, Punishments & Ambassadors

Chapter 14 The Dragons of the Four Realms



​Chapter 1 The United Four Realms

The dragons watched the skies above and the lands below. It was their routine guard duty. They did it at all times of day, making sure to take turns sleeping. There were five of them together. An unusual sight for the elves to see near any elven town. None were fighting or making any moves to attack the elves. There was a red one, yellow one, blue one, green one and silver one. They mused over the changes in the land they had returned to. Long ago, their ancestors had fled the lands due to an unending war. They were the ones who had returned to end the war.

They did so with the elves and united the Four Realms. Four of the dragons had elven riders. The silver one did not have one. She never needed one. Nor did she ever think she wanted one. She was an unusual dragon. Always so curious about the different kinds of people who lived on Platinum. This curiosity led her to discover the Guardians and which led the Dragon Council to become a part of the Guardian Alliance not long after.

Silver Scales was her name and she was quite happy currently living in the United Four Realms with the other four dragons and her babies. The babies were content to remain with the five big dragons. The other four adult dragons were honorary aunts. It was quite the sight to the dragon riders and others whoever saw them.

King Simon and his wife Queen Wendy loved to watch the dragon babies. Dragons never scared them at all. In fact, they had been fascinated with dragons for quite some time. Simon had grown up with stories about dragons and magic, so when the five dragons arrived in the city, he didn’t panic. He knew they had come to end the war and unite the Four Realms. Silver Scales was the uniting dragon and the other four each represented the Four Realms. Wendy’s dragon was yellow for air and named Afantasy. Together they united the Air Realm.

It wasn’t easy ruling the United Four Realms. There was still too much destruction and much of the capital city was uninhabitable. They did what they could for those who shared the city with them. Many had to move into the palace as it was the most sound building in the whole city until rebuilding was complete throughout. When the war was over, everyone was sure that the rebuilding would take years. No one complained about it. They just did what they could to help with the rebuilding.

Eartha and her dragon Elegantine represented the Earth Realm. They were present with the dragons on this night as they mused over the progress they had all made. Next to Eartha was Raina. Raina and her dragon Wenzel represented the Water Realm. Eartha and Raina were happily married and doing well together. They assumed responsibility for the orphans in the city. No one disputed their claim to the orphans. Someone needed to look after the children. This couple enjoyed the children much of the time.

The final couple cuddling under the stars were Afire and Samson. Afire and her dragon Firenze represented the Fire Realm. Samson was also Raina’s brother and the local healer. Together they helped to rebuild the city and help the survivors to move on with their lives. No one expected it to be easy. All knew there was years of long hard work involved.

At least they had their rest periods. Otherwise, no one would be able to continue on with the work. Even the survivors didn’t always show up for the work that needed to be done. Some that could not do any heavy lifting, made sure meals were provided to those who did the grunt work. They were coming together slowly and forming a community again. Still they were wary and yet their king and queen treated them well. The Guardians were also present helping with the rebuilding. Their support encouraged many of the survivors to help in one way or another.

It had taken time, but some of the survivors had learned to trust their leaders by watching them and interacting with them. Many survivors were still too shy to go near the leaders, but soon found they had more reasons to live. Marriages took place. More children were born. A school was established for the orphans and the other survivors. Life was getting better for those who had lived with war their entire lives.

The survivors were adapting to their new way of life. They became calmer and more trusting again. They learned new skills and that not everyone lived the way they had. They learned they could change and grow. To love instead of hate. They weren’t afraid of the dragons anymore. The survivors knew the dragons were their guards and protectors. The survivors no longer feared the future. Now they were planning for a future they had never dreamed of, but secretly had longed for for far too long.

That was what they had needed for so long and couldn’t get because the war wouldn’t end. Now that the war was over, some survivors still had trouble adapting and weren’t sure how to live now. The Guardians gave them safer outlets to channel out the negative energy and let go of it. Some learned to defend themselves and others. They became guards of the United Four Realms. Even they were adapting over time and learning there were ways to deal with peace and help those they loved in a safe and harmless way.

Things were still unstable in the United Four Realms. Lasting change from war to peace was never easy. Many couldn’t make the switch over night. But many more wanted peace that they were willing to change to make the peace a reality. It was that willingness that keep the United Four Realms going as strong as it was now.

Simon and Wendy cuddled.

Simon asked, “Elegantine, how’s the baby?”

Elegantine glanced into the nursery. “Still sleeping peacefully.”

Simon said, “Good. Now I can relax.”

Samson asked, “And fall asleep finally?”

Simon laughed. “I know I need sleep, but it’s so hard sometimes.”

Samson said, “You didn’t have to have a baby did you?”

Everyone laughed.

Wendy said, “Yeah, we did. We needed an heir. This country needs some stability after all the turmoil.”

Afire said, “Someone had to have a new baby. I know there are plenty of orphans, but new life is perfect about now. This country needs more families.”

No one argued. The baby dragons finally settled down to sleep all night. They had been quite active all day.

Raina said, “I can’t complain about the orphans. I think they are adjusting faster than the adult survivors are.”

Eartha said, “I’ve noticed that too. Perhaps children are just more resilient than we give them credit for.”

Samson said, “Yes, they certainly can be. However, the adults are adjusting too. Some of them are learning new skills and learning they don’t have to worry about being attacked at any moment. They just need good examples and more time to adjust.”

Afire said, “We do the best we can and then we’re always so exhausted later.”

Everyone laughed.



​Chapter 2 Orphans

Eartha and Raina were busy with the orphans in the city. It was meal time, so all the children were at big, long tables in the banquet hall. The couple were among the few adults who had cleaned up the palace to give themselves and the orphans a safe place to live in the city.

It was noisy in the banquet hall from all the children’s chatter. Eartha and Raina smiled on the orphans. They of course would never have any children of their own, and looking after these orphans was so satisfying to them both that they didn’t feel any lack at all. They were quite content to look after the children and educate them so they could become adults who would contribute to their community when the time came for them to do so.

The orphans were much happier now that they were looked after. They didn’t mind having to go to school. It was enough they were getting what they needed. Not just food, clothes and shelter, but also love and concern from adults living in the same place with them.

The orphans were willing to learn and change. They also found they had time to play during the day too. That made them happy after having to fend for themselves for so long. Many were in awe of the King, Queen, dragons and dragon riders. They looked up to their leaders and wanted to be like them when they grew up.

Eartha and Raina had help from some of the survivors and from the Guardians who remained in the city. If they didn’t have that help, they would have been quickly overwhelmed. There were too many orphans. They needed more adults to look after them. Somehow the couple managed. It was a learning experience for everyone. The couple never thought of giving up on the orphans and all that needed to be done to take care of them.
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