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The lead character of this story is Diane D of DIANE D The Musical Drama.

Diane D is a young gorgeous female who was born in the Dominican Republic.  She has a fair complexion and small puffy eyes.  She has long black wavy hair, which hangs down her back.  She stands at 5' 5 1/2" tall and has a strong muscular physique. She is a physically strong person, especially when angry.  She is a very athletic person. She has been athletic since childhood. Diane D dresses a lot in turtlenecks and stretch jeans.  Her mom’s side of the family are all from the Dominican Republic.  They speak both Spanish and English.  They now live in New York and have a family business where they own and run The Diaz-Davidson Organization which is a charity and entertainment organization

This story also involves headline scandals, sniper shootings, drunk driven arrests, weapons possession charges, fist fights, a few car chases, motorcycle chases, the Dianettes’ attack and rivalry against another well-known female pop group which caused the female pop group to be hospitalized and missed their flight causing their  concert to be canceled. 

This story also involves three female police officers being beaten, attacked and injured on two different occasions by Diane D’s deranged and dangerous cousin Dangerous Dana.  All three female officers are forced to quit and resign from the police force because of their permanent injuries they suffered from Dana. 

This story also involves the Dianettes’ backstage attack on another well-known female singer and her husband and a newspaper reporter's apparent suicide.
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Chapter 1

The Weapons Possession Charge

––––––––
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It is late at night around 1:00 in the morning.  Street cameras in Queens and Long Island, NY are being shot down by a mysterious sniper.  Police cars are on the scene.  Several policemen are standing around looking down at a street camera that has been shot down.  “So far, four street cameras had been shot down already!” a male white police officer says.

“You still don't have any clue who's shooting down these street cameras?” an older male white detective says.

“No.  All we know is that somebody is going around shooting these street cameras down with a high powered rifle!  We have no idea who's doing this or why.  Thank God no one has been hurt by these fallen street cameras!  So far it's gonna cost the city thousands of dollars in damages!”  The officer and the detective continue to look down and around the shot down street camera.

A few miles away, two male white police officers, Officer Silvers and Officer Monroe, are sitting inside their patrol car.  They suddenly spot a car a couple of blocks away wobbling and swerving down the street.  “That car is wobbling over there,” Officer Silvers says as he sits behind the wheel.

“Yeah I see,” Officer Monroe says.  The officers then see the car ride right into some bushes.  “It just rode right into some bushes,” Officer Monroe says.

“Let's go check it out.”  The police officers put on their sirens and start to go after the car. 

A dark blue car pulls out of the bushes, then wobbles and swerves down the street.  The police car hurries after the dark blue car!  The dark blue car continues to wobble and swerve down the street.  The police car soon catches up to the dark blue car.  “Pull over to the right!” a voice from the police car blow horn shouts.  The dark blue car continues to wobble.  “Pull over to the right!” a voice from the police car blow horn shouts again.  The dark blue car slowly pulls over to the right and stops.  The police car pulls over and stops behind the dark blue car.  Officer Silvers and Officer Monroe come out of the police car.

Inside the dark blue car, Diane D sits in the driver's seat looking sweaty and dreary as she looks in the rearview mirror with her cousin Dana sitting in the passenger seat looking sweaty and dreary also as she has her head turned facing the rear window, looking at the officers.

Officer Silvers approaches the dark blue car on the driver's side while Officer Monroe approaches the dark blue car on the passenger side.  Officer Silvers stands on the driver’s side of the dark blue car.  He looks at Diane D.  He then asks, “Are you okay Miss?”  Diane D gives a dreary look at Officer Silvers.  Officer Silvers looks further into the car and sees Dana.  He looks back at Diane D and says, “Miss, I asked are you okay.  Do you realize how you were driving?”  Diane D rolls her eyes away from Officer Silvers and holds her head down on the steering wheel.  Officer Silvers then says, “Miss, you don't seem fit to be driving.  I'm gonna have to ask you to step out of the car.”  Officer Silvers looks further into the car at Dana again and says to her, “I'm gonna have to ask you to step out of the car too Miss.  Both of you step out of the car.”  Diane D and Dana open their side of the door and slowly step out of the vehicle.  Officer Silvers looks at Diane D’s face.  He recognizes her and says, “Hey, I know you!  You're Diane D, aren't you?”

“Yes I am,” Diane D says.

“Wow.  Who's the lady with you?”

“That's my cousin Dana.”

“Your cousin Dana?”

“Yeah.”

“Wow Diane D.  Weren’t you sent away Upstate to a Mental Institution for beating up that little kid inside an elementary school?”

“Yes as a matter of fact, they did put me away for that.”

“So what are you doing out here on the streets?  You didn’t escape from the Mental Institution, with a little help from your cousin, did you?”

“No I did not escape from the Mental Institution!  I served my time up there and they let me out!”

“They did?”

“Yes they did!”

“How long were you out?”

“I came out a few months ago.”

“You did?”

“Yes I did.”

“I didn’t hear about it.”

“What?  What do you mean you didn’t hear about it?  Were you supposed to hear about it?”

“Well, when you first got sent to the Mental Institution, everyone heard and read about it.  It’s just that I thought whenever you came out of the Mental Institution, everyone would hear and be warned about that also.”

“Everyone would hear and be warned about that?”

“Yes.”

“Why would everyone have to know or be warned when I come out?  Everybody does not have to know every damn move I make Officer.”

“No I guess not.  By the way, I smell liquor on you Diane D.  Were you drinking?”

“No I wasn't.”

“How about your cousin here?” Officer Monroe says.  He looks at Dana and says, “Were you drinking Miss?”

“No I wasn't,” Dana says.

“Yes you were.  I smell alcohol on you.”

“Miss Diane D,” Officer Silvers says.  “You know it's against the law to be drinking and driving?”

“We weren't drinking Officer,” Diane D says.

“Don't play games with me.  I'm gonna have to ask you two to step over here.”

“Why?”

“Don't ask questions Miss, just do as I say.  Step over this way.”  Officer Silvers looks at Dana and says, “You too miss.  Step over here.”  Diane D and Dana look at Officer Silvers.  They slowly step to the side near each other.  Officer Silvers then says, “I'm going to search your vehicle to see if I see any liquor in there.”

“What!” Dana shouts.  She becomes hysterical.  She is about to head towards the car but Diane D pulls her back.  Dana shouts to Officer Silvers, “You can't search our vehicle Officer!  There's no liquor in there!”

“I'll believe it if I don't see it!  Just step back over there Miss!”  Officer Silvers goes into the car and takes the keys out of the ignition as Officer Monroe stand on the side guarding Diane D and Dana.  Officer Silvers holds a flashlight inside the car interior looking around it.  He comes out of the car.  He turns to Officer Monroe and says, “I don't see anything in there.”

“No?” Officer Monroe says.  “Check the trunk.”

Dana becomes hysterical again.  She is about to head towards the trunk but Diane D pulls her back again.  Dana shouts to the officers, “There's nothing in the trunk Officers!  You don't need to go in there!”

“Let me be the judge of that Miss,” Officer Silvers says.  “Just stay back, alright!”

Diane D holds onto Dana as Officer Silvers goes to the trunk with the car keys.  Officer Silvers unlocks the trunk.  Dana is about to head for the trunk again, but Diane D pulls Dana back again and says to her, “Let him check the trunk Dana!  We have nothing to hide.  Let him check the trunk.”  Dana glares at Diane D as Diane D turns to Officer Silvers and shouts, “Go ahead and check the trunk Officer!”

“Diane!” Dana shouts.

Diane D turns back to Dana and shouts, “We have nothing to hide Dana!”  Diane D turns back at Officer Silvers and shouts, “Go ahead and check the trunk Officer!”

“If you say so,” Officer Silvers says. 

Dana glares at Diane D.  She and Diane D then look at Officer Silvers as Officer Silvers opens the trunk.  Dana is about to go to the trunk again but Diane D pulls her back again. 

Officer Silvers looks into the trunk.

“See officer?!” Diane D shouts.  “I told you we have nothing to hide!  There's nothing suspicious inside the trunk!”

“Oh yes there is!” Officer Silvers shouts.  “You have a couple of rifles in here!”

“What!  A couple of rifles?!  What do you mean we have a couple of rifles in there?!”  Diane D hurries to the trunk as Officer Monroe hurries behind her.

“Just like I said Ma'am!” Officer Silvers shouts.  “There are two rifles inside this trunk!”  Diane D looks in the trunk.  She becomes shocked and stunned to see two long rifles inside the trunk.  She stares at the rifles.  She puzzled looks at Officer Silvers as he says to her, “You care to explain this Diane D?”

“Officer, I don't understand.  I don't know what's going on.  I don't know anything about these rifles!  I've never seen these rifles before in my life!”

“No?  Well how did they get in this trunk?”

“I have no idea!”  Diane D looks towards Dana and shouts, “Dana do you know anything about these rifles?!”

“No I don't,” Dana says.

Diane D puzzled looks at Dana.  Diane D turns back to Officer Silvers and says, “Officer, someone had to have plant these rifles inside this trunk without us knowing it!”

“Does this someone have the keys to your trunk?” Officer Silvers asks.

“I don't know.”

“Well I'm gonna have to take you two in.”

“What!  What do you mean take us in?”

“First of all, for drunk driving!  Second of all, for reckless driving and third, for having possession of fire arms!”

“Possession of fire arms?  These aren't our rifles officer!  I have no idea where these rifles came from!”

“Yeah tell it to the judge!  You two are under arrest!”

Diane D and Dana shockingly look at Officer Silvers.

Inside the police station, Officer Silvers walks to Officer Monroe who is sitting behind a desk and says to him, “We tested the ballistics of the rifles.  Those ballistics match the bullets that have been found at all of the traffic camera shoot outs!”

“What!” Officer Monroe says.

“Yes!”

“You mean to tell me that Diane D and her cousin Dana are the ones who might have been shooting down all those traffic cameras?”

“Yes!  Either both of them or one of them or someone who had the rifles.  Either way, the rifles were caught in their possession.”

“Why would they do something like that?”

“I don't know.  Diane D says she has nothing to do with the traffic cameras being shot down.  The other one isn't talking at all.”

“You mean her cousin Dana?”

“Yeah.  Well, I put a trace on those rifles and ballistics.  I found out who the rifles belong to!  Those rifles belong to an uncle of theirs!”

“An uncle of Diane D and her cousin Dana?”

“Yeah.  An uncle of theirs named Willie Brown.  I called him up.  He claims either his niece Diane D or his other niece Dana took his rifles without his knowledge or his permission!  I told him that his nieces are suspected of shooting down the traffic cameras.  He was real upset when he heard about it and he was real furious when he found out that his nieces stole his rifles and that his rifles were used in the traffic camera shoot outs!  He's threatening to press charges against his nieces himself!”

“Oh yeah?”

“Yeah!”

“But I don't think Diane D really had anything to do with those rifles being inside the trunk of that car or even knew that those rifles were in there.  I think it was the other one who putted those rifles in there without Diane D even knowing about it.  Think about it.  Why was Diane D the one willing for us to check the trunk of that car, saying that they had nothing to hide while the other one was the one against us even looking inside the trunk?  The other one knew those rifles were inside that trunk and didn't want to be caught with them.”

“I told their uncle that.  He believes the exact same thing that it was Dana who stole his rifles out of his house and not Diane D.  He did say that Dana was at his house the other night asking about his rifles.  He said he never knew she was planning to steal and use them.  He says he keeps his rifles hidden and locked away.  He says he doesn't know how Dana found out where his rifles were or how she got the rifles while they were locked up.”

“Well obvious she was casing his house while she was there.  She was searching for those rifles and was searching for the keys to unlock those rifles.  But still, why did she shoot down the traffic cameras, if she's the one who did it?”

“Her Uncle Willie says he thinks Dana got angry about all the moving violations she's gotten because she's always speeding.  When she goes through a red light, the camera would snap pictures of the license plate of whatever car she's driving.  The owner of the car would be one of her family members or relatives.  They would end up with getting the traffic ticket.  They would get angry and confront Dana about the traffic ticket.  Dana would get furious about the traffic ticket, so I think she decided to take care of those traffic cameras by shooting them down.”

“Has she been taught how to use rifles?”

“I asked her uncle that.  He says he never taught her.  He told me Dana's always been fascinated with guns and rifles since she was a kid back in Jamaica.”

“Oh yeah?”

“Yeah.”

Inside the Women’s Detention lobby, Diane D's entire family and relatives, her husband Michael and Dana's boyfriend Tony are all angry and upset as they question Diane D and Dana's friend Teresa who's with her boyfriend Joseph as Diane D’s mom Mary says, “So Teresa, what did Diane and Dana say to you when you called them?”

“I asked them were they still planning to pick me up because they were taking a long time to show up at my house,” Teresa says.  “Then Diane told me to just cool out and be patient that she and Dana are on their way over, so I waited another long time for them to show up.  That's when Michael and Tony called me and Joseph and told us Diane and Dana both just got arrested on drunk driving and weapons possession charge and stolen properties.”

“Y'all didn't know anything about them drinking or having rifles on them?” Barry asks.

“No,” Joseph says.  “Not until Michael and Tony told us about it.”

“That's it!” Uncle Willie angrily shouts.  “I'm going to press charges against Dana!”

“Calm down Willie,” Diane D and Dana’s paternal grandmother Gracy says.  “I'm sure there's some explanation to all of this!”

“There is no explanation Mom!  Dana stole my rifles!  She stole them out of my closet point blank, right under my nose!  I don't appreciate that!  I'm definitely going to press charges against her!”

“You can't do that Willie!” Diane D and Dana’s paternal grandfather Mike shouts.  “Dana is your niece!  She's your family!  You're going to press charges against your own family?!”

“Dad, did Dana think about family values when she took my rifles to shoot those traffic cameras down?!”

“Dana didn't mean to get you into trouble Willie!”

“I'm not the one in trouble Dad, she is!  She's the one who's sitting in jail and she winds up bringing Diane with her!  Man she's gonna have to deal with me whenever she and Diane get out of jail!  Wait till I get a hold of her!”

“I'm sure Dana and Diane didn't mean to get caught Willie,” Gracy says.  “They were both drunk and didn't know what they were doing!  I'm sure they didn't expect the police to see or catch them driving recklessly!  Don't press charges against Dana Willie, please don't!”

“I am gonna press charges against her Mom!  If I let her get away with this once, she's gonna do it again!”

“Willie!” Grandpa Mike shouts.  “You're just gonna have to find another place to lock up your rifles where Dana can't find them, that's all!  Don't worry, I'm gonna see that Diane and Dana both can get bailed out, then we'll handle it from there, okay?  Come on.  Let's go see if we can bail them out.”  Grandpa Mike takes Willie by the shoulder and leads him away.  The rest of the family follow behind Grandpa Mike and Uncle Willie.

The following day, a man and woman in the street who are around their late twenties are reading a couple of different newspaper articles with two different headlines that read:  DIANE D AND HER COUSIN DANA ARRESTED ON DRUNK DRIVING AND WEAPONS POSSESSION CHARGES AND STOLEN PROPERTIESS: DIANE D AND HER COUSIN DANA ARE SUSPECTED OF SHOOTING DOWN TRAFFIC CAMERAS:  “My God can you believe it?” the woman says.  “Diane D and her cousin Dana were arrested on drunk driving and weapons possession charges and stolen properties last night!  They were the ones who were shooting down all those traffic cameras for the past two months!”

“Yeah I see it,” the man says.  “Why would they go around doing that?  Why would anybody shoot down traffic cameras?”

“I don't know.  I guess we'll probably have to wait and find out in tomorrow's paper.”  The man and woman continue to read the newspaper articles.

Outside the Women’s Detention, a large heavy crowd appears outside the jail.  Hundreds and hundreds of people are out there.  There are reporters all over the place.  Tons of Diane D fans are outside the jail.  They are protesting, holding up large signs that say 'RELEASE DIANE D', 'STAY STRONG DIANE D'.  A lot of them are wearing T-shirts that read, 'DIANE D'.

Inside the Women’s Detention lobby, Diane D’s entire family and relatives are all angry and upset surrounding Grandpa Mike as Barry asks, “So what happened last night Dad?  Diane and Dana couldn't get any bail?”

“No!” Grandpa Mike shouts.  “They weren't allowed any bail!”

“What!” the entire family shouts.

“I'm gonna hire a lawyer for them.”

“Mike,” Gracy says. “We're gonna have to call up David and Christine in Jamaica and tell them that Dana and Diane are both in jail.”

“No Gracy, let's not get David and Christine upset right now.  Let me get a lawyer and see if we can get the girls out of jail as soon as possible before we call up David and Christine.  Come on let's go.”  Mike turns and walks away as they all follow behind him.

A few days later, Diane D’s entire family and relatives are inside the lawyer’s office all angry and upset.  They surround a couple of white male lawyers James Koffman, a gentleman with dark hair, and his partner Jerry Hutchinson who are both around their late 40's.  James Koffman speaks to Grandpa Mike and says, “I went to see and speak with both your granddaughters the other day.  I told them they were still denied bail.  They were pretty upset about it.”

“I don't blame them!” Grandpa Mike shouts.  “Why can't you get my granddaughters bail?”

“The district attorney wants them to stay locked up until their court date.”

“When is that?” Mary asks.

“In three months.”

“Three months!” Grandpa Mike and his family shout.

“You mean the district attorney is gonna keep them locked up for three whole months?!” Barry shouts

“I'm afraid so,” James Koffman says.  He looks at Gracy and asks, “Did you call your granddaughter Dana's parents down in Jamaica?”

“Yes I did,” Gracy says.  “We called her parents up last night.  They're on their way up here.  Her mother Christine is bringing her entire family up here with her.”

“Oh yeah?”

“Yeah.”

“Just please get my granddaughters out of jail Mr. Koffman,” Grandpa Mike says.

“I will,” James Koffman says.  “I'm gonna speak to the district attorney again tomorrow and try to get bail for your granddaughters.”

“Yes please do.”

“Okay.”  James Koffman and Diane D's family and relatives get up from their chairs.  They turn and walk towards the doorway and leave the office.

It is one week later.  Outside the Women’s Detention, a large heavy crowd appears outside the jail again.  Hundreds and hundreds of people are out there.  There are reporters all over the place.  Tons of Diane D fans are outside the jail.  They're still holding up large signs that say 'RELEASE DIANE D', 'STAY STRONG DIANE D'.  A lot of them are wearing T-shirts that read, 'DIANE D'.

Inside the Women’s Detention lobby, Diane D’s entire family and relatives, Dana's family from Jamaica and the beautiful and gorgeous Dianettes are all angry and upset as they surround James Koffman and Jerry Hutchinson as James Koffman says to them, “We still couldn't get the district attorney to give Diane D and Dana any bail.  He says they still have to remain in jail until their court date!”

“What!” Diane D and Dana’s family say.

“Come on!” Grandpa Mike shouts.  “They've been in jail for an entire week already!  Why can't the district attorney just let them go!”

“He doesn't want to,” James Koffman says.

“We tried to get your granddaughters out Mr. Brown,” Jerry Hutchinson says.

“Well you didn't try hard enough!” Grandpa Mike shouts.

“We did the best we could.”

“I'm just gonna have to call your granddaughters on the phone and tell them the bad news,” James Koffman says.

“Ah man,” Diane D and Dana’s family say.

James Koffman gets on a jail phone and dials a number.  He speaks into the phone and says, “Hello, I need to speak to two inmates up there, Diane Denise Brown and her cousin Dana Jean Brown.  Send them to the phone please, thank you.”  James Koffman waits for a while.  He then speaks into the phone and says, “Hello?  Is this, Diane D?  .....  Hello Diane D, it's me James Koffman.”  Diane D and Dana's family and relatives excitingly look on.  The Dianettes anxiously approach James Koffman and try to take the phone receiver out of his hand.

“Cool it girls,” Mary says to the Dianettes as she tries to stop them. “Let him speak to Diane.  Step over here.”  The Dianettes step to the side next to Mary.  Everyone turns towards James Koffman as he speaks into the phone receiver and says, “Yeah Diane D, how are you doing today?”

On the other end of the phone, Diane D, who is wearing an orange prison suit, is Upstairs in the Women’s Detention lounge standing as she talks into a telephone receiver and says, “I'm doing okay.”

“Good,” James Koffman says.  “How's your cousin Dana doing?”

“She's holding up.  Were you able to get bail for us Mister Koffman?”

“No I wasn't.”

“No?  Well why not?”

“The district attorney wants you and your cousin Dana to stay in jail until your court date.”

“What!  The district attorney wants us to stay in jail until our court date?!”

“Yes.”

Diane D frustratingly looks across the lounge.  She then shouts across the lounge, “He says the district attorney wants us to stay in jail until our court date?!”

“What the hell he means the district attorney wants us to stay in jail until our court date?!” Dana’s voice shouts.

“I don't know!” Diane D speaks back into the phone receiver and says.  “Why does the district attorney wants us to stay in jail until our court date?!”

“He wants you two to serve some time in jail,” James Koffman says.

“We've already been here a week!  That means we have to stay in here for another eleven weeks?!”

“I'm afraid so.”

“You told us you would definitely get bail for us today!”

“I know I said that, but what can I tell you?”

“Tell us you're gonna get us bail!”

“I can't do that!”

Diane D looks across the lounge and hollers to Dana, “He says he can't get us bail!”

“Why not?!” Dana’s voice shouts.

Diane D gets back on the phone and shouts, “Why not?!”

“I don't know,” James Koffman says.

Diane D looks back across the lounge and hollers to Dana, “He says he doesn't know!”

“He doesn't know?!” Dana’s voice shouts.  “What the hell means he doesn't know?!”

Diane D speaks back into phone and shouts, “What do you mean you don't know?!”

“Like I said, I don't know,” James Koffman says.

Diane D looks back across the lounge and hollers back to Dana, “He said it again, he doesn't know!”

“He still don't know?!” Dana’s voice shouts.

“No!  That's all he could say, he doesn't know!”

Dana, also dressed in a orange prison suit, angrily gets up from a chair.  She walks towards Diane D, points her hand at the telephone receiver and shouts, “I swear THAT useless motherfucka!”  Dana turns and angrily walks away from Diane D.

Back downstairs in the lobby, James Koffman overhears Dana and shouts into the receiver, “Hey!  I overheard what your cousin Dana just called me!”  The entire crowd puzzled looks at James Koffman as he shouts into the receiver, “Yes I did!  I'm not gonna have any client of mines disrespecting me like that!  Put your cousin Dana on the phone now!  Let me have a word with her!”

“What's going on Mr. Koffman?” Dana’s dad David shouts.

James Koffman ignores David and continues to shout into the receiver, “Oh she doesn't want to come to the phone?!  She has nothing to say to me?!  Well I can still hear her yelling and cursing about me in the background!  ...... What!  I just overheard her yelling and screaming that your grandfather should fire me?!”  The entire crowd puzzled look at each other.  They then back at James Koffman as he continues to shout into the phone, “What did she say?! ..... I just overheard her yelling and screaming something else about me! ...... What! ...... Oh yeah?! ...... Is that right?! ......  Really! ...... Is that right?! ......  What!  Oh she thinks that about me too! ..... Is that right?!  Well you know what you can tell her?!  ...... What!  She really believes that, huh! ...... Is that right?!”

The entire crowd puzzled looks at James Koffman as they say, “What are they saying to him?”

“Well if your cousin Dana is gonna go around disrespecting me like that and feels all that stuff about me, she could go find herself another lawyer!”

“What in the world is going on?!” Mary shouts.

“I don't know!” Grandpa Mike shouts, “but I'm gonna find out!”  Grandpa Mike walks up to James Koffman and shouts, “Hand me the phone!”  Mike snatches the receiver out of James Koffman's hand and speaks into it shouting, “Diane!  Diane!  Diane!  Diane!”  Grandpa Mike looks at the telephone receiver.  He then turns to his family and says, “She's not there.”  Grandpa Mike hangs up the telephone.  He turns to James Koffman and shouts, “Do you mind telling us what the hell was that all about!”

“I just overheard your other granddaughter Dana calling me a useless motherf.....!” James Koffman shouts.  “Then I heard her calling me every name in the book!  She disrespected me!  I'm not going to have any client of mines disrespecting me!  I'm not gonna tolerate that!  Let her go find herself another lawyer!”

“Wait a minute!  I hired you to represent both my granddaughters!”

“Oh I'll represent Diane D, but I won't represent the other one!”

“Now wait a cotton picking minute!  Either you represent both my granddaughters, or you represent none of them!”

“What are you talking about?!  Did you hear what I just told you?!  I said your other granddaughter Dana disrespected me!  She called me a useless motherf.... and everything else!  I'm supposed to put up with that?!”

“I'm sure she wouldn't have disrespected you if you were able to get them bail!  Now take them both or take none of them and pay me back my money!  The choice is yours!”

“I can't believe you expect me to tolerate that.  I cannot believe that you condone her behavior!  How can you expect me to represent her?!  How can you?!  Especially representing someone who calls me names like that?!  I'm sorry I can't represent her!  I won't!”

“Fine, don't represent either of them!  Just pay me my money back and I'll get another lawyer for my granddaughters!”  Grandpa Mike turns to his family and tells them, “Stay here everybody!  I'll be right back!”  Grandpa Mike and James Koffman turn and angrily walk away with each other as the entire family, relatives and the Dianettes look on.

A few men in the street are giggling as they read an article in the paper with a headline that reads: DIANE D'S LAWYER QUITS HER CASE AFTER HER COUSIN DANA IS OVERHEARD CALLING HIM A USELESS MOTHERF....!  One of the men turns to the others and says, “Did y'all read this, where it says Diane D's cousin Dana called their lawyer a useless motherfucka?”

“Yeah I saw it,” the second man giggles.  “Unbelievable.”

“Oh I believable it,” the third man giggles, “knowing how Diane D's cousin Dana is.”  The men continue to giggle as they read the article.

A few months has past.  It is now court day.  Diane D and Dana's entire family and relatives are all sitting down in the spectators' seats.  Mary and Christine come out of the front room, followed by Diane D and Dana, who are both dressed in identical sweater shirts and identical slacks and their long black hair flowing down their sides and backs.  They are followed by two other male white lawyers around their late 40's.  Mary and Christine approach the front benches and stop as everyone else in the courtroom look on.  Mary and Christine turn around to Diane D and Dana and gestures for Diane D and Dana to go in first and take a seat.  Dana moves in first followed by Diane D, then by Mary as Christine waits aside. 

Dana and Diane D's family and relatives wave to them from the spectator seats.  Dana and Diane D stand there looking towards the back of the courtroom at their family and relatives.  Christine looks at Dana and Diane D and says, “Dana!  Diane!”  Dana and Diane turn and look at Christine as Christine says to them, “Look forward and take your seats please.”  Dana and Diane look forward and angrily plot down into their seats.  “Thank you,” Christine says to them.  Mary sits down besides Diane D as Christine sits at the edge next to Mary.  Dana sits there frustrated as she looks forward.  Diane D turns to Dana and tells her, “Be cool Dana.  It's gonna be alright.”  One of the lawyers, Ken Murrell gets ready to take the case.

Around an hour later, Diane D and Dana's families, relatives, Michael, Tony, Joseph and Teresa stand outside the courtroom surrounding Diane D and Dana cheering.  Christine and David then pull Willie to the side.

Christine, David and Willie stand at the side as Christine says, “Thanks for deciding not to press charges against Dana Willie.”

“Yeah, I'm still pissed off at what she did,” Willie says.

“It won't happen again Willie,” David says.  “Promise.”

“Yeah I hope not.”  Willie, Christine and David turn their heads and look down the hall towards Diane D and Dana. 

Diane D holds Dana by the arm and says to her family and relatives, “Excuse us for a minute everybody.”  Diane D pulls Dana from the crowd and goes to the side. 

Diane D and Dana stand at the side as Diane D tells Dana, “Now Dana, you know Uncle Willie is gonna keep his rifles hidden somewhere else every time you come over to his place.”

“I won't take his rifles again Diane,” Dana says.

“I hope not.  Look Dana, since Michael's family is coming in from Virginia again, they’re gonna stay at our place for a couple of months.  Since they‘re gonna stay at our place, I decided to stay at Aunt Mindy and Uncle Charles' house again.”

“You are?”

“Yeah.  Too much of Michael's family is gonna be at our place, so I decided to just stay somewhere else and just let Michael and his family have the place for a while.”

“Oh yeah?”

“Yeah.”

“Why don’t you stay with me and Tony at his place.”

“Let me try Aunt Mindy first.  Could you call up Aunt Mindy and Uncle Charles for me and let them know I'm coming to stay with them?  Tell them I want to stay in the same room I stayed in before.”

“Okay.  I'm gonna go outside and call them.”

“Okay Dana.”

Dana turns and walks towards the exit as Diane D turns and walks back towards her family and relatives. 

The following day, several people in the street are reading a newspaper article with a headline that reads: DIANE D AND HER COUSIN DANA HAVE BEEN RELEASED FROM JAIL!  JUDGE CONSIDERS TIME SERVED FOR DRUNK DRIVING AND WEAPONS POSSESSION CHARGE AND STOLEN PROPERTIES!  “Look!” a woman says.  “It says right here that Diane D and her cousin Dana went to court yesterday and the judge released them from jail for time served.”

“Oh that's good,” one of the men say.  “They don't have to stay in jail any longer.”  The people continue to look at the article.
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Chapter 2
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Dana Bully’s Her Aunt’s Tenants

––––––––
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It is now evening.  The telephone rings inside Aunt Mindy‘s house.  Aunt Mindy, an older woman who is Dana and Diane D's grandfather Mike's sister, walks to the telephone.  She picks up the receiver.  She speaks into the receiver and says, “Hello? ....  Who's this? ....  Dana? .... Oh Hi Dana!  How did everything go in the courtroom? ....  Yeah I hear.  Your grandfather called me earlier.  That's good.”

“Aunt Mindy, I called to let you know that I'm coming over there,” Dana says.

“Oh yeah?  You're coming over here?  Why would you want to come here Dana?  I have no rifles hidden in this house.”

“I didn't ask you that Aunt Mindy.  I'm bringing Diane over there.”

“Diane is coming over here?”

“Yeah.  She's coming to stay with you again.”

“She's coming to stay with me?”

“Yep.  She's coming to stay for a couple of months.”

“For a couple of months?”

“Yeah.  She wants to stay in the same room she stayed in before.”

“She does?”

“Yeah.”

“Why?  She’s not staying with Michael again?”

“No.  His people are coming in from Virginia again and they’re staying at his and Diane’s place again.”

“Oh yeah?”

“Yeah, and Diane doesn’t want to be there while they’re there.  She says it will be too crowded for her.”

“Oh yeah?”

“Yeah.”

“Oh I don't know Dana, I have tenants living in that same room.”

“What?  You got tenants living in that room?”

“Yes I do.”

“Since when did you started renting rooms out Aunt Mindy?”

“Since two weeks ago.  Your Uncle Charles and I need the extra money.”

“Oh yeah?  What type of tenants do you have there?”

“A foreign couple.  A man from Guyana and his wife.”

“A man from Guyana and his wife?”

“Yeah.”

“How long are they planning to live at your place?”

“For a couple of years at least or until they get better on their feet.”

“For a couple of years?!  Oh no, they can't stay in your place that long!”

“What do you mean?”

“I mean they better get on their feet right now because they got to go!”

“What do you mean they got to go?”

“Like I said Aunt Mindy, they got to go!  Diane is planning to stay there!”

“Dana these tenants are here already!  They pay rent!”

“I don't care if they pay rent Aunt Mindy!  That was Diane's space before and she wants it back!  Those people got to leave!  I'm on my way over there!”

“Now wait a minute Dana!”  Aunt Mindy hears the phone on the other end go click.  “Dana!  Dana!  Dana!”  Aunt Mindy hangs up the telephone receiver and puzzled looks into space.

Around twenty minutes later, Aunt Mindy's husband Charles, an older man, comes in the front door.  He closes the front door behind himself.  He sighs as he take off his coat.  He opens the closet door and hangs up his coat.  The doorbell rings.  Charles looks through the people.  As he opens the front door, Aunt Mindy hurries down the stairs and shouts, “No Charles don't open the door!  That's Dana!”  Dana barges right into the house as Uncle Charles puzzled looks at her.  “Dana!” he says.

“Hey Uncle Charles,” Dana says.

“What are you doing here Dana?  There's no rifles hidden here!”

“I'm not looking for any rifles Uncle Charles.”  Dana approaches Aunt Mindy and says, “Okay Aunt Mindy, it's time for those tenants to leave.”

“What's going on?” Charles asks.

“Dana called here twenty minutes ago just before you came in,” Aunt Mindy says.  “She claims Diane wants to stay in here again!  She claims Diane wants to stay in the same bedroom she stayed in before, but I told her we have tenants living there, staying in that same room!”

“Oh yeah?”

“Yes!”

“Listen those people got to go and they got to go now!” Dana shouts.

“Dana, this couple have no other place to go!  They have no family in this country!  If they get thrown out of here they'll end up on the street!”

“I don't care where they end up, but they got to get out of here!”  Dana barges past Aunt Mindy and hurries up the stairs.  Aunt Mindy and Uncle Charles hurry after her!

Dana is walking in the upstairs hallway.  She heads towards one of the bedroom doors as Aunt Mindy and Uncle Charles hurry behind her.  “No Dana don't bother those people,” Uncle Charles say.  Dana approaches the bedroom door and turns the doorknob.  She tries to open the door, but it is locked.  She angrily starts to bang on the door. 

“Dana leave these people alone, don't bother them!” Aunt Mindy shouts.

“As soon as they leave out of here, I won't be bothering them!” Dana shouts.  She angrily bangs on the door again.  The door opens.  A middle aged Guyanese man opens the door.  Dana looks at the man and barges right into the room!

Dana enters the bedroom.  She looks at the man's wife, a middle aged Guyanese woman, who is sitting on the bed.  “What's going on?” the Guyanese man asks.

Dana points her finger to the man and tells him, “You, got to leave!”

“Got to leave?  What are you talking about?”

“My cousin wants this room back!  You got to go!”  Dana starts picking up the man and his wife's belongings.

“Hey wait a minute!”

“Dana you can't do that!” Uncle Charles shouts.

“Who is this?” the man’s wife asks.

“This is Dana, our grand niece!”

“Dana, your grand niece?” the Guyanese man asks.  “Oh is this the one who just came out of jail with your other grand niece, Diane D?”

“Yes, she's the one.  Diane used to stay with us sometimes!  She stayed in this very room.”

“Really?  Well why can't Diane D stay in another room?  There's another bedroom here.”

“She wants this one!” Dana shouts.

“But we live in this bedroom,” the man’s wife says.

“Well you can't live here in this bedroom or house anymore!  My cousin is coming here to stay and you two got to go!”

“But where would we go?” the man says.  “We have no family here to go to!”

“I don't give a damn where you go!  Just get the hell out!”

“Don’t curse at these people Dana!” Charles shouts.  “Diane can stay in another room!”

“No Uncle Charles she wants this room!”  Dana turns back to the couple and shouts, “You two got to go!”  Dana starts picking up the man's belongings again. 

Uncle Charles tries to stop Dana and shouts, “No Dana!  You can't throw them out!”

“Oh yes I am!”  Dana drops the man’s stuff back down and shouts, “I'm gonna go get a moving truck!  And when I come back with the truck, I'm gonna have all their things inside of it!”  Dana is about to leave the room.

The man grabs onto Dana’s arm and shouts, “Now wait a minute!”

Dana fiercely turns to the guy and swings her arm away from him as the man's wife hurries up towards him with Dana shouting, “Don't put your fuckin hands on me!”

“Why not?  You putted your hands on my belongings!”

“You got your belongings in my cousin's space!”

Uncle Charles quickly holds Dana and shouts, “Calm down Dana!”

Dana yells at the guy again and shouts, “Don't ever put your fuckin hands on me!  I don't know you, you don't know me, you don't fuckin touch me!”

“Dana calm down!” Aunt Mindy shouts.

Dana turns to Uncle Charles and says, “I'm gonna get a moving truck!”

“And I'm gonna get the police!” the man shouts.

“Go ahead dammit!”

“I will!”  The man hurries to a telephone on the night stand as Uncle Charles holds on to Dana and starts to argue with her!  The man nervously looks towards Dana then speaks into the phone as Aunt Mindy hurries out the room.

Aunt Mindy hurries into the kitchen and picks up the phone receiver.  She quickly dials a number.  She anxiously waits for several seconds.  She then says, “Hello?!  ......  Is Christine or David Brown still there?!  Please put them on the phone?!  I got to speak to them right away!  .....  Okay thanks!”  Aunt Mindy waits awhile.  She then speaks into the phone again and says, “Hello Christine?!  ...  Yeah Christine this is me, Aunt Mindy!  You have to get here right away!  Dana is here!”

“She is?” Christine says from the other end of the phone.  “What she doing over there?  She's supposed to be here at Gracy and Mike‘s house!  We were all wondering where she was, because she disappeared for a while!  We asked Diane where Dana was.  Diane said Dana went to call you then Diane didn't know where Dana was after that.”

“Well Dana's here!”

“What is she doing over there?”

“She's harassing my tenants!”

“Harassing your tenants?!  What do you mean she's harassing your tenants Aunt Mindy?  What are you talking about?”

“Dana's trying to throw my tenants out!”

“She what!”

“Yeah!  She called here a little while ago and told me Diane is planning to stay with me for a couple of months!  She said Diane is planning to stay in the same room she stayed in before, then I told her I have tenants in that room!  Then she told me the tenants got to go that she was on her way over!  Twenty minutes later, she storms right in here right after Charles came in the house, then barges right up the stairs to these people!  She's in the room right now trying to throw them out!  Could you and David do something about her Christine?!  I mean could you come take care of this one!”

“Sure Aunt Mindy!  Put Dana on the phone!  I want to have a word with her!”

“Okay.”  Aunt Mindy puts the receiver down and hurries away.

At Gracy and Mike’s house, Christine stands behind David as David angrily speaks into the telephone receiver and shouts, “Dana you haven't been out of jail a minute and now you're having another problem? ..... No ‘but Dad’ me!  Your Aunt Mindy has tenants there!  They pay rent!  Now you're just gonna have to accept that and Diane will just have to stay in another bedroom if Diane is gonna stay there!”

“Let me talk to her David,” Christine says.  David hands Christine the receiver.  Christine speaks into the phone and says, “Now Dana I want you to leave out of your Aunt Mindy's house right now!  Leave out of Aunt Mindy's house and leave those tenants alone!”

Two minutes later, Dana comes out the front door of Aunt Mindy’s house.  Aunt Mindy and Uncle Charles hurry behind Dana as Dana walks towards the gate.  Aunt Mindy then says, “Dana Diane could stay in the other room.”

“No she says she wants that one Aunt Mindy,” Dana says.  “Gotta go, Mom and Dad are waiting for me.”  Dana angrily walks to her vehicle as Aunt Mindy and Uncle Charles hurry behind her.  Aunt Mindy and Uncle Charles stand on the sidewalk as Dana gets inside the car.  Dana starts up the engine.  She then speeds off as Aunt Mindy and Uncle Charles watch her.

At Gracy and Mike’s house, Diane D is speaking on the telephone saying, “What!  I didn't know you and Uncle Charles had tenants there Aunt Mindy!  And I didn't expect Dana to go there and go off on you or them!  If I knew you and Uncle Charles had tenants there, I wouldn't have suggested to Dana I would come stay there.”

“I know Diane,” Aunt Mindy says.  “You can stay in the other room if you want to stay here.”

“Ain't Christian supposed to come home there for a while and stay in the other room?”

“Oh yes that's right.  I forgot all about that.”

“That's okay Aunt Mindy.  I'll just stay here with Grandma Gracy and Grandpa Mike.”

“You're gonna stay with them again?”

“Yeah.”

“Well what room are you gonna move into and stay in Diane?  All the rooms there are taken by the rest of your relatives.”

“I know.  I'll just have to move into Dana's room and stay in the room with her again.”

“You're gonna move in the room with Dana again?”

“Yeah.  Why not?  Listen Aunt Mindy I'm gonna go to my place, pack my stuff so I can I can bring it all to Grandma and Grandpa's house.  Talk to you later.”

“Okay Diane.  By.”

“By Aunt Mindy.”  Diane D hangs up the phone then walks away.

A couple of hours later, a van pulls up to the curb in front of Gracy and Grandpa Mike’s house and stops.  Dana comes out of the driver's door.

Diane D, Christine, David, Mary, Barry, Gracy and Grandpa Mike come out of the house. 

Dana walks to the back of the van to the back doors.

Diane D and the rest of their family go through the front gate.  They walk to the back of the van to where Dana is as Dana unlocks the back doors and opens them.  David and Barry bend into the van.  They pull out two large suitcases.  “Be careful Dad and Uncle David,” Diane D says.  “I got valuables in there.”

“Okay Diane,” Barry says.  Dana closes the back doors back.  She and everyone else walk away from the van and walk towards the front gate.  They go through the front gate and walk towards the front door. 

They approach the front door.  Grandpa Mike opens the front door and they all head into the house.
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Chapter 3
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Problem At The Dance Studio

––––––––
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Diane D, Michael, Mary, Barry, Margarita, Tomas, Tonio and Marilyn walk down the corridor of a dance studio with Gordon, a black male around his early 40's who’s the director of the dance studio as Diane D carries seven cream colored dance outfits in plastic bags.  Diane D turns to Gordon and asks, “Now who did you say our extra dancers were gonna be?”

“Some of the dancers from the Norton's School of Dance,” Gordon says.  “There's ten of them that are gonna dance with you and the Dianettes.  Five women and five men.  You're gonna love these people Diane D.  They're real good dancers.”

“Okay,” Mary says.  “Let's meet them.”

“Okay.”  Gordon turns his head around towards the other end of the hallway and shouts, “Jack!  Y'all come here!”

Ten dancers, five men and five women of all mixed ethnicities around their twenty's and thirty's hurry towards Diane D and her family.  They become excited and shout, “Oh my God!  It’s Diane D!  Hello Diane D!”

Gordon turns to Diane D and says, “Diane D, this is Jack, the choreographer of the dancers.”

“Hey Diane D!” Jack, a tall black male dancer around his mid 30’s who’s bald, smiles and says.  “We always wanted to get a chance to meet you Diane D!  Especially get a chance to dance on stage with you and the Dianettes!  I can't believe it's going to happen!  Well where are the Dianettes?  Can't wait to meet them too!”

Diane D turns around towards the end of the hallway.  She sees the Dianettes and says, “Oh here they are.”  She calls out to the Dianettes and says, “Hey girls!  Come and meet who we're going to dance with at our next show!” 

The Dianettes hurry down the hall.

The Dianettes approach Diane D as Diane D says to them, “These are the dancers we're going to dance with.  These dancers are from the Norton's School of Dance.”

The Dianettes look at the dancers.  Then they look at Margarita and Mary as Nancy asks, “These are gonna be our dance partners?”

“They're going to dance with us?” Lonna asks.

“Yes,” Mary says.

“Where are the dancers from Africa?” Miranda asks.

“Yeah we thought they were gonna dance with us at our next show,” Charlotte says.

“They were,” Margarita says, “but they couldn't make it for the next performance.”

“But we were hoping to dance with them again,” Bernice says.

“I know Bernice, but for right now, you girls have to settle and dance with these dancers.”

“We wanted the dancers from Africa.”

“What difference does it make?” Mary says.  “The dancers from Africa couldn't be here.”

“Well if the dancers from Africa aren't gonna dance with us, I don't know if I want to dance with anybody else,” Lonna says.

“Lonna the show is in another month,” Diane D says.  “The dancers from Africa are not gonna make it here by then and we have to hurry and practice.  Besides, I'm sure these dancers are good.  Come on, it's not gonna be so bad.  It's gonna be okay.”  Diane D turns to Gordon and says, “Gordon where's the dressing room?”

“Just go right upstairs way down the hall to the left,” Gordon says.  “You'll find it.”

“Thanks.”  Diane D turns to the Dianettes and says, “Come on girls.  We got to get ready and get changed.”

“How's your ankle Kelly?” Margarita says.  “Does it feel better?”

“Yeah,” Kelly says.  “It feels much better after y'all wrapped it in this bandage.”

“Are you sure you're able to practice?” Barry asks.  “If not, you can still rest.”

“No that's okay Uncle Barry.  I'm able to practice.”

“What happened to your ankle?” Gordon asks.

“Oh she twisted during rehearsal a week ago,” Margarita says.  “We just want to make sure her ankle is okay and not to put too much strain on it.”

“Oh I see.”

“Okay girls y'all get going and get changed.”

“Okay Grandma,” Diane D says.  She turns to the Dianettes and says, “Come on girls.”  Diane D goes off as the Dianettes look at Jack and his dancers, then follow off after Diane D. 

Gordon, Jack and the dancers look at the Dianettes.  They then turn to Diane D's family as Jack says, “The Dianettes are not happy at all about dancing with us, are they?”

“They miss the dancers from Africa,” Margarita says, “but they'll get over it.”

“Are you sure?”

“Yes we're sure.”

“Okay,” Gordon says.  “Well if you all want, you all can come to my office now.”

“Okay.” 

Gordon leads Diane D's family and the Norton School dancers down the hallway.

Several minutes later, Diane D's family is sitting in the office with Gordon drinking coffee.  Gordon turns to Diane D’s family and says, “So how are the Diaz-Davidson Youth performers and Athletes doing?  Do they still perform games and shows with your organization?”

“Yes,” Margarita says, “but they‘re all on break right now.”

“They are?”

“Yeah.” 

“I see.  How are those twin brothers doing?”

“You mean Mike and Mitch?”

“Yeah.  Where are they?”

“They got into trouble again.”

“No kidding!  What did they do this time?  Get into another fist fight with some other kids?”

“Wow,” Barry says.  “You seem to know Mike and Mitch pretty well, don’t you?”

“I think everybody knows Mike and Mitch pretty well Mr. Barry.  They do have a reputation.  So where are they, in juvenile detention again?”

“No not this time Gordon.  This time, they got sent back to Germany to live with their dad’s relatives for a while.”

“They’re living in Germany right now?”

“Yeah.”

“Wow!  How long will they be living in Germany?”

“Maybe for a year or so.”

“For a year or so?”

“Yeah.”

“How do you all feel about that?”

“At the rate Mike and Mitch were going, constantly getting into fights with other kids and everything and going back and forth to court and juvenile detention, it’s a real break for all of us.”

“And it’s a break we all really needed,” Tomas says.

“I guess it is,” Gordon says.  “So when will you all get to see them again?” 

“Well we’re going to do a show in Germany sometime in the future,” Barry says.  “Mike and Mitch’s family in Germany says while we’re in Germany, we can stay with them.”

“What?  Mike and Mitch relatives in Germany say you all can stay with them?”

“Yes and while we‘re staying with them, Mike and Mitch will be there too and we‘ll see them.”

“Wow, that’s nice!  How long will you be staying with Mike and Mitch‘s relatives?”

“For two or three weeks.”

“For two or three weeks?”

“Yeah.”

“They said it’s the least they can do for us after us putting up with Mike and Mitch for all these years,” Tomas says.

“I know what they mean,” Gordon says. 

The door suddenly swings opens.  A tall slim black male dancer hurries into the office and shouts, “They're arguing in the ladies' dressing room!”

“What!” everybody shouts.

“Who's arguing?” Gordon shouts.

“The Dianettes and the female dancers from the Norton school!” the male dancer shouts.  Everybody hurries out of the room.

Five of the Dianettes, Nancy, Miranda, Charlotte, Lonna and Bernice are arguing with the five female dancers in the female dressing room as Nancy shouts, “Why don't y'all just leave so we can get changed!”

“No!” one of the Norton School female dancers shouts.  “We got to get changed too!”

Diane D's family and Gordon rush to the commotion as Barry shouts, “What the hell is going on here?!”

“They're trying to kick us out the dressing room!” a second Norton School female dancer shouts.

“No we aren't!” Charlotte shouts.

“Yes y'all are!” the first female dancer shouts.

“It's not that we're trying to kick them out Uncle Barry!” Lonna shouts.  “It's just that we want to get changed and they're in the way!”

“No y'all in the way because we have to get changed also!  Y'all leave!”

“Wait a minute!” Bernice shouts.  “Y'all want the dressing room, fine, have it your way!”  Bernice turns to the rest of Dianettes and says, “Let's go y'all.”  The Dianettes are about to leave.

“Now wait a minute!” Mary shouts.  “It seems to me you two groups don't want to co-operate with each other!”

“We are trying to co-operate with them Aunt Mary!” Miranda shouts.  “It's just that it's impossible for both groups to be in here together!”

“Yeah we need our own space!” Lonna shouts.

“Your own space?” Mary says.  She looks around and asks, “Where are Diane and Kelly?“

“Diane took Kelly downstairs for a minute.”

“Listen, I'll tell y'all what,” Margarita says.  “Why don't you girls stay in here and get changed and these dancers from the Norton School come with me then use this room when you all are finished.  How about that?”  Nancy, Miranda, Charlotte, Lonna and Bernice turn and look at the Norton School dancers.  The Norton School dancers look at Nancy, Miranda, Charlotte, Lonna and Bernice.  The Norton School dancers then walk towards Margarita and walk out the door.  Margarita turns to Nancy, Miranda, Charlotte, Lonna and Bernice and says, “Now when you girls finish changing, I'll send these dancers back in here.  Hurry and get changed.”  Diane D's family leave the room as Margarita closes the door behind herself.

Around thirty minutes later, Margarita, Nancy, Lonna and Charlotte stand around together on the dance room floor as Nancy Lonna and Charlotte are dressed in the cream-colored dance shirts and dance leggings and long thick ponytails.  “Hey everybody!” a voice shouts.  Margarita, Nancy, Lonna and Charlotte turn around and look. 

Bernice, Kelly and Miranda are at the doorway also dressed in the cream-colored dance outfits and long thick ponytails with Kelly in the middle as Bernice and Miranda hold on to her.  Bernice then shouts, “Kelly's gonna test her ankle out now!”

“That's right everybody!” Kelly shouts.  “So ready or not, here I come!” Kelly runs across the dance room floor towards Margarita, Nancy, Lonna and Charlotte and does a few somersaults and high flips!  She then lands perfectly on her feet.  They all clap and become excited for Kelly as they surround her.

“Alright Kelly!” Margarita, Nancy, Lonna and Charlotte say.

“Your ankle got better!” Margarita shouts.  “That was great!”

“Thanks Grandma,” Kelly says.  They all continue to happily surround Kelly.

Around fifteen minutes later, Mary, Barry, Tomas, Tonio, Marilyn and Gordon walk back into the office.  Inside the office, Diane D is sitting backwards on a chair dressed in the cream-colored dance outfit and long thick ponytail down her back as Jack sits directly behind her also sitting backward on a chair as he and Diane D hold each other's hands doing a dance routine on the chair.  Diane D then says, “Hey Mom, Dad, Grandpa check this out.  How do y'all like this dance routine me and Jack are doing?”

“That looks nice Diane,” Barry says.

“It does?  So what do y'all say?  You think we can do this chair routine at our next performance?”

“I don't see why not,” Mary says.  “That looks real nice.”

The door suddenly swings open again.  One of the male dancers Horace, a big husky dark skinned black male, bursts into the room and shouts, “We're quitting!”

“What!” everyone shouts.

“We're quitting!”

“Quitting?” Gordon asks.  “What do you mean you're quitting, Horace?  What's going on?”

“The Dianettes don't want to rehearse with us!  They keep saying they want the dancers from Africa!  Are the dancers from Africa that important to them?!”

“Obvious it is,” Barry says.

“Well we all decided to quit!  All the other dancers are in the dressing rooms right now changing back to their regular clothes!  We're all leaving!”

“Now you all can't leave!” Diane D shouts.  “The show starts in another month!  We have to rehearse!”

“Yeah I was hoping to dance with Diane D and the Dianettes Horace!” Jack shouts.

“The Dianettes don't want to dance with us Jack!” Horace shouts.  “They keep talking about the fellows from Africa that they wish those fellows from Africa were here!”

“But those fellows from Africa are not here!” Diane D shouts.  “The girls already know that!  Now come on, you guys have to rehearse with us!”

“Diane D, you and your girls can rehearse, but not with any of us!  I'm sorry, but we're out of here!”

“Now wait a minute!” Tomas shouts.  “We paid you and your dancers a lot of money to perform with Diane and the girls!  I don't want to lose that money!”

“We rather pay you your money back then to be any place we're not wanted!  You can call our dance school first thing in the morning and speak to Mac!  He'll pay you your money back, but during the mean time, we're out of here!”  Horace turns away.

Diane D gets up and hurries towards Horace and shouts, “But wait!”

Horace turns towards Diane D and says, “Sorry Diane D.”  Horace turns back around and walks out the room. 

Diane D worriedly turns to her parents and Tomas and shouts, “Mom, Dad, Grandpa what are we gonna do?!”

“I don't know what y'all gonna do Diane!” Mary shouts, “but I know what I'm gonna do!  I'm gonna put those girls on a new assignment!”  Mary is about to walk out the room.

“Wait a minute Mary!” Barry shouts.  Mary stops and looks at Barry as he says, “Maybe we can try to work something out.”

“Work something out?!  Like what?!”

Barry turns to Jack and says, “Jack, do you still want to dance with Diane?”

“Of course I do,” Jack says.  “Soon as I heard my dance group might get a chance to dance and work on stage with Diane D and the Dianettes, that's all I've been thinking about!”

“Okay, here's what we're gonna do.  Next month Diane and the girls will perform on stage.  After their performance and everybody else's and the choir finish their performance, you and Diane can come on stage and do a performance together as a closing act.  What do you say to that?”

“Woa that sounds great!  I would love that!”

“That would give you the chance to still dance with Diane and you can do the performance y'all just did with the chairs.”

“Okay!  I'm all for it!”

“Me too,” says Diane D.

“Okay good,” says Barry.  “I'll go tell the girls.  I'll be right back.”  Barry heads towards the door and walks out the room, closing the door behind himself. 

Barry enters the Dance Hall and approaches Margarita and the Dianettes.  Margarita and the Dianettes turn to Barry as Barry says to them, “Hey listen up everybody.  The dancers from the Norton School just quit.  But Jack, who was supposed to be Diane's partner still wants to dance with her.  What I decided to have done, is you girls and Diane will perform on stage.  After your performance and everybody else's performance is finished, Diane and Jack will come out on stage and do a closing act.”

“What!” the Dianettes shout.

“Uncle Barry, we were supposed to do the closing act,” Miranda says.  “Diane and all of us together, not this guy!”

“That's right Uncle Barry,” Charlotte says.

“I know,” Barry says.  “Well how about you all, Diane and Jack.”

“No!” the Dianerttes say.

“No Jack,” Lonna says.  “Because if he be there, I don't want to be there!”

“What?” Margarita says.  “Now you girls are making it very difficult right now!  What's wrong with Jack being with you all when you do a closing act?!”

“Because we were supposed to do it Grandma,” Bernice says. 

“Okay you will do it!  So would Jack, okay?”

“Hey Grandma, Uncle Barry, I have an idea,” Charlotte says. “How about those dancers from Africa do the closing act with us.”

“Yeah!” the rest of the Dianettes say.

Barry looks at the Dianettes.  He then says, “Obviously the dancers from Africa are important to you all.  Alright, I'll try to get those dancers from Africa.”

“You will?” the Dianettes asks.

“Yes I will.”

“How are going to do that Barry?” Margarita says.  “Those dancers from Africa already said they couldn't make it next month.”

“I know Ma.  Don't worry, I'll work something out.”

“Thanks Uncle Barry!” the Dianettes say as they happily hug Barry.

“Come on girls.”  Barry turns and leads the Dianettes away as Margarita follows behind them.

The following day, a woman in the street is reading a small article in the newspaper that reads: DANCERS FROM THE NORTON SCHOOL QUIT REHEARSAL WITH DIANE D AND DIANETTES DUE TO DIFFERENCES WITH THE DIANETTES: The woman turns to several other people and says, “Hey.  Did y'all read this article about the dancers from that Norton Dance School quitting rehearsal with Diane D and Dianettes?”

“Yeah, because the Dianettes keep wanting the dancers from Africa on their show,” one of the men says.  “I read Diane D's dad is gonna try to bring those same African dancers back.”

“He is?”

“Oh I hope so, because I've seen those African dancers before and they're terrific.  I'm planning to see Diane D and the Dianettes’ next show.  I would love to see those African dancers there on stage with them again.”

“So would I.”  The woman, the man and the rest of the people look at the article. 

Two weeks later, Barry comes into the hallway with eight male dancers from Africa.  He looks down the hallway and shouts, “Diane!  Girls!  Here they are!”  Diane D and the Dianettes hurry down the hall towards Barry screaming with excitement.  They approach the male dancers and start to hug all over them.  “Y'all made it!” Diane D says.

“Yeah we did,” the African dancers say.

“Ariiiight!” the Dianettes say.  Diane D and the Dianettes excitingly pull the male dancers away with them as Barry stands there and smiles on at them.  

A woman in the street is reading a flyer.  She becomes excited and turns to four other adults shouting, “Hey!  The Diaz-Davidson Organization is gonna have a concert the week after next!”

“They are?” a second woman asks.

“Yeah!  It says it right here!”  The woman hands the flyer to the other people.  The people take the flyer and look at it.  It has a headline that reads: THE DAVIDSON ORGANIZATION PRESENTS: NICOLAS AND MICKEY DAVIDSON, DIANE D AND THE DIANETTES, MICHAEL AND THE DAVIDSON BAND, THE DAVIDSON CHOIR AND MANY MORE AT THE KORR'S THEATER! 

“Oh wow!” a man says. 

“It says Diane D's dad was able to get the dancers from Africa for their next performance!”

“He was?”

“Yeah!  They're gonna perform at the theater in two weeks!  They're selling tickets now!  I'm gonna by some!”

The man turns to a second woman and asks, “You want to see the concert?”

“Sure I want to see it,” the second woman says.  “I always wanted to see The Diaz-Davidson Organization's shows.  Where do we purchase tickets from?”

“It has a number right here you can call,” the first woman says.  “I'm gonna call that number when I get home.”  She looks at the third woman and asks, “You going to the concert?”

“Yeah I want to go,” the third woman says.  “I'll bring my family with me.  You have an extra flyer on you?”

“No, someone just gave this one to me.”

“Well can I copy this number down?”

“Sure.”

“The third woman and the other people take pens and paper out of their pockets.  They all start to copy the phone number down. 

Diane D is at the Dance Studio standing on a platform in front of the room facing the Dianettes and the male dancers from Africa.  Michael and the Band are on the side ready to play their instruments.  The Dianettes each have microphones in their hands as Diane D waves her hand and finger at everyone and shouts, “Okay everybody!  The concert is in two weeks, alright!  We gotta be prepared to hit the stage, we don't have much time!  We got to get these steps right!  Now again, when I count to five, I want you all to do your steps and I want you girls to lift your feet up a little higher and sing louder, okay!  Ready?!  One, two, three four five, hit it!”  Michael and the Band start to beat the drums and play the music. 

The Dianettes and the dancers from Africa start to dance as the Dianettes sing, “Where's the party at?  Where's the party at?”

Diane D steps off the platform.  She walks slowly around the room, firmly watching everybody's steps and performance.  She suddenly stops and looks across the room.  She points her arm and finger across the room and shouts, “Uh let's get those steps right you two!  You're a little off key!”  Diane D continues to look across the room.  She then walks around the room watching everybody's steps.  She stops and stares at everybody‘s steps.  She bends to the floor and puts her head near the floor, watching everybody's steps from below.  She gets back up and firmly walks back to the front of the room. 

Diane D steps up on the platform again and puts her arms out in the air towards everyone and shouts, “Hold it!”  The music stops.  Everyone in the room stops rehearsing and look at Diane D as Diane D shouts, “You guys are missing a step and missing a beat!  Some of you are still off key!  We're gonna go at it again!  If you don't get the steps right this time, we're gonna go at it a few more rounds!  Okay when I count to five, I want everybody to do their steps again!  Ready?!  One, two, three four five, hit it!”  Michael and the Band start to beat the drums and play the music again. 

The Dianettes and the dancers from Africa start to dance as the Dianettes sing, “Where's the Party At?  Where's the Party At?”

Diane D steps off the platform and walks slowly around the room, firmly watching everybody's steps and performance again.  She suddenly stops again.  She stares at everybody steps.  She bends to the floor and puts her head near the floor again, watching everybody's steps from below again.  She gets back up and goes back to the front of the room again. 

Diane D steps up on the platform again and puts her arms out in the air to everyone and shouting, “Hold it!”  The music stops again.  Everyone in the room stops rehearsing and look at Diane D again as Diane D shouts, “You guys are still missing a step and still off key!  I'll tell you what!  We're not gonna do this song and step!  We're gonna try a different song, step and beat!  But first we're gonna take a thirty minute break then come back and do a different tune and beat!  So everybody, take a break!”  Diane D turns and walks towards the side of the platform as she points her arms and index finger out towards Michael and says, “Michael let me speak to you for a minute!”  Michael waits for Diane D as everyone else in the room heads towards the exit door.
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Controversy Over Diane D’s Dance Steps

––––––––
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It is two weeks later.  It is 7:00 Saturday evening.  The theater lobby is packed with people.  There are teenage girls in the crowd as one of them says, “Are Mike and Mitch going to be on the show?”

“No we won’t be seeing Mike and Mitch for a while,” a second girl says. “Mike and Mitch got into trouble again and they were sent to live in Germany for a while.”

“Yeah that’s what I heard,” a third girl says. 

“So that means we won’t get to see them at any of the Diaz-Davidson’s organization events for a while?” the first girl asks.

“I guess not,” the second girl says.

“Ah man.  I’m gonna really miss them.”

“Yeah me too,” the third girl says.

“Me too,” a fourth girl says.

“A lot of people miss them,” the second girl says.  The teenage girls become sad.

“Hey, I know what!” the first girl shouts.  “Maybe we can take a trip to Germany and see them!”

“Sandy, you’re dreaming right?”

“No I’m not dreaming!  I hear the Diaz Davidson Organization is going to do a show in Germany in the future!  If we go to Germany to see their show, maybe we can get to see Mike and Mitch there!”

“Well good luck!  My family and I can’t afford to go to Germany.”

“Neither can my family,” the fourth girl says.

“Well hopefully Mike and Mitch will come back to The States again then we’ll get to see them again.”

“I hope so too,” the third girl says.

It is an hour later inside the theater.  The show has been going on for a while.  Male white reporters around their mid 40’s and cameras are at the stage.  A Hispanic male announcer around his late 30’s comes on the stage with a microphone in his hand.  He speaks into the microphone and shouts, “Ladies and gentleman, are you ready for the next performance?!”

“Yeeeaah!” the crowd shouts.

“Okay Ladies and gentleman, here are Diane D and The Dianettes!”  The crowd starts to scream and cheer as the African dancers come out on stage dancing.  The Dianettes flip a few times out onto the middle and back of the stage.  They then dance past the African dancers towards the front of the stage.  Diane D comes out with the microphone in her hand singing as the crowd screams and cheers.  Reporters watch Diane D and the Dianettes dance.  The reporters become stunned. 

Five minutes later, Diane D and the Dianettes finish their performance.  The crowd screams and cheers as Diane D and the Dianettes take a bow.  The reporters stare at Diane D and The Dianettes stunned.  Diane D and the Dianettes turn and leave the stage.  One reporter turns to the other and says, “You know it's so remarkable and so uncanny how Diane D and the Dianettes all dance so perfect like that.  I've seen several of their shows before and those girls never once miss a step or beat!”

“Yeah I notice that,” the second reporter says.  “They must do an awful lot of practice.”

“Practice?  We think it's more than practice.”

“More than practice?  What do you mean more than practice?”

“Don't you see?  Look at how perfect they danced!”

“Yeah they danced perfect, so what?  What's wrong with that?”

“They're too perfect!  Something is not right about that.  We're going to have to have an investigation as to what's going on.”  The reporters and investigators turn and leave from near the stage.

At the Diaz-Davidson Organization, Vivian hurries through the organization hallway to a door holding a male toddler and lots of books in her arms.  Margarita quickly comes out of the door wearing her hair hanging around her back and shoulders with bangs on her forehead, a grey sleeveless and shoulderless shirt and black pants.  She bumps right into Vivian.  The books drop right on the floor as the toddler almost falls.  Margarita bends down and quickly catches the toddler as the toddler starts to cry.  Margarita holds on to the toddler and tries to calm him.  Diane D, Charlotte and Lonna, dressed in identical sleeveless silver blouses and the rest of Diane D’s family and relatives come behind Margarita as Margarita says to the toddler, “There there, it's okay.  Don't cry, I got you.”  Marilyn takes the toddler as Nicolas bends down and picks the books up.

“What happened Grandma?” Diane D says.

“The baby almost fell but he's gonna be just fine.”

Evette approaches Diane D and says, “Oh Diane, I just came to tell you that the investigators are downstairs now.”

“Yeah I was just on my way down there,” Diane D says.

Nicolas stands back up with the books as Margarita says, “Here, I'll take those.”  Nicolas hands Margarita the books.

“Listen Grandma,” Diane D says.  “I'm gonna find out what the heck these investigators want.”

“Yeah I'm coming too.”  Margarita put the books aside as Diane D and everyone else hurry away.  Margarita follows Diane D and the rest down the hallway.

Inside the organization lounge, Diane D and the Dianettes are sitting on stools lined against each other with Diane D being in the middle as Margarita stands beside them.  A few reporters are in the room with them.  A middle-aged white female reporter with dark hair says, “Now Diane D, these investigators and police have come here to the Diaz-Davidson Organization today, because they want to know, if you put steroids or some other kind of power drug or some hypnotic drug in the food you cook for your family, especially the Dianettes to make them perform real good.”

“What!” Diane D and the Dianettes.

“Where the hell do you get this crazy idea from?!” Diane D says. 

“Diane doesn't put drugs in anybody's food!” Margarita shouts.

“What kind of person do you think I am?!”

“Well your brothers claimed in an interview before that you cook food for your family and the Dianettes,” the female reporter says.  “The investigators think that maybe you might be secretly putting some sort of power drug in the Dianettes food without them even knowing it because you all perform too perfect.  Nobody or any group of people dance that perfect or jump and twirl that high in the air.  We are wondering if you put anything in the Dianettes food.”

“No I don’t!  Anybody could dance perfect like that if they practice enough!”

“Yeah one person can dance perfect, but a whole group of girls dancing perfect like that together without missing a beat or movement?!  That's kind of strange.”

“It is,” a white male reporter says.  “Diane D if we find out you secretly put drugs in the Dianettes food, charges could be filed against you.”

“Diane is not drugging us!” the Dianettes shout.

“That's right!” Margarita shouts. “So you all can take your crazy accusations out of here!”

“What's crazy about it?” the male reporter asks.

“It's crazy because it's not true!” the Dianettes say.

“It isn't true!” Diane D shouts.  “And I don't appreciate any of you suspecting me of doing something like that!  We're being investigated because we dance too perfect?!  Have you guys ever heard of the term 'practice makes perfect'?!  We dance well because we practice and rehearse at it just like anybody else would do!  What the hell is wrong with that?!”

“Other dance groups don't seem to dance too perfect like you all do,” says the male reporter.

“So we're supposed to dance not too perfect just to please you guys?!  No it's not gonna happen!  We want to give the crowd our best performance, that's all we want to do.  If the crowd is happy with our performances, then why can't you guys be happy?!”

“We are happy with your performances Diane D, but if there's a slight chance that you might be secretly slipping some kind of drugs or any other illegal substance in these girls food, we can't be happy with that.”

“There's no drugs in anybody's food!” Margarita shouts.

“Okay prove it to us. Why don't you all give us your best performance right now.”

“Give you our best performance?” Diane D says.

“Yeah.  Just so you can prove to us there's no power drug creating your performance.”

“Okay. Even though this whole idea sounds crazy, we'll give you our performance.“  Diane D turns to the Dianettes and says.  “Come girls let's step this way.“  Diane D and the Dianettes step up off the stools and go to the other side of the room.  They sit on other stools lined up with Diane D at the far right end.  Diane D and the Dianettes start to sing as the investigators reporters watch them stunned.

The following day, several people are at the bus stop reading an article in the newspaper with a headline that reads: INVESTIGATORS SUSPECT DIANE D OF PUTTING SOME SORT OF SUPER DRUG IN THE FOOD SHE COOKS FOR DIANETTES!  INVESTIGATORS AND POLICE COME TO FAMILY ORGANIZATION AND QUESTION DIANE D!:  “Oh my God!” a woman says.  “Look at this article!  It says right here that reporters and investigators had came to the Diaz-Davidson Organization yesterday and questioned Diane D and wanted to know does she put steroids or some other kind of power drug in the food she cooks for the Dianettes to make them perform real good!”

“Yeah, I saw that article,” one of the men says.  “Can you believe it?!  They think Diane D might be drugging the Dianettes!  That's crazy!”

“It is,” a second woman says.  “The police claim if Diane D puts drugs in the Dianettes’ food, they're gonna arrest her and file charges against her.”

“They want to arrest Diane D?” a second man asks.

“If they find out she be secretly putting drugs in the Dianettes’ food.”

“Wasn't Diane D arrested before with her cousin Dana?”

“Yeah,” the first woman says.

“And now they want to arrest her again?”

“Yeah, if she's drugging the Dianettes, she'll be right back in jail.”  The people continue to look at the article.

It is one week later.  Diane D and the Dianettes who are all dressed identically are at a TV Station sitting on a ledge with Diane D in the middle.  Maxine Carter, a middle aged white female TV reporter with blonde hair speaks into the camera and says, “Hello, I'm Maxine Carter.  I'm here with Diane D and the Dianettes after Diane D was questioned by reporters last week about a possible drug use going on at the Diaz-Davidson home or organization.”  Maxine Carter turns around to Diane D and the Dianettes and says, “So how are you ladies doing?  Welcome to the Maxine Carter Show.  Now Diane D, I understand that some reporters came to your family's organization and wanted to question you and your family about possible drug use going on with you and the Dianettes’ performance.  Why do these reporters think there is some sort of drugs involved in your performances?”

“Because they claim we dance too perfect to be true,” Diane D says.  “I don't appreciate anybody accusing me of using drugs or putting drugs in anybody's food!  What the hell is wrong with them?  What's wrong with anybody giving a good performance?!”

“It's not that the performance is good Diane D.  Is just that they think your performance is too good.  They're trying to find out what your secret is.”

“Secret?  There is no secret!  What's secret about it?!  We practice!  We rehearse at what we're doing!  We've been dancing together since we were kids!  Sooner or later we'll get tuned to each other and the performance will come to us like nothing!  Of course we mess up our steps at times when we practice!  If any of us mess up on our steps, we practice at it again until we get the steps right!  What's wrong with doing that?”

“Nothing I guess.”

“Listen, we're human, we make mistakes just like everybody else.”

“But Diane D, you're the one who does all the choreography, don't you?”

“Yeah, and?”

“Do you give these girls steroids or anything like that to make them perform great?”

“No I do not!”

“Is there something inside all of your shoes to make you all jump and twirl real high?”

“No there isn't!  There's nothing inside ours shoes but our feet!  I told you we rehearse and practice!  That's real absurd for you, the reporters, the police and the investigators to even think, that I would try to harm anybody with drugs or have something put in our shoes!  The police and investigators got the nerve to talk about arresting me and throwing me in jail if their speculations about me putting some super drug in the girls' food is true!  I don't need this pressure on my back!”

“They told you if their speculations are true, they're gonna arrest you and throw you in jail?”

“Yeah that's what they told us when they were leaving the organization!”

“I'm sorry you all had to go through that.  Your performances are great and I absolutely enjoy your performances.”

“Thank you.”

“And I thank you for coming here.”  Maxine Carter turns to the camera and says, “So ladies and gentleman you heard it from Diane D herself, she does not put drugs in her or the Dianettes’ food that she cooks for them and I believe her.  And that’s all we have for right now Ladies and Gentlemen.  See you next time.”  Maxine Carter turns away from the camera back towards Diane D and the Dianettes.

A few days later inside a dance studio hallway, Diane D and the Dianettes walk down the hallway dressed in identical horizontal maroon and blue striped shirts with matching maroon leggings as they talk and laugh a little.  “So where're the other outfits Grandma's supposed to pick out for us?” Nancy asks.

“They should be upstairs already,” Diane D says.  “Let's go check them out.”

“Okay,” the Dianettes say.  Diane D and the Dianettes are about to hurry down the hallway.  All of a sudden there is a loud knock on the door.  Diane D and the Dianettes become startled and look towards the door. 

Diane D and the Dianettes go to the window.  They take a peak through the window.  They see a bunch of anxious reporters and investigators outside.  Diane D starts to sing and shout, “Oh my god, oh my god!  When these people gonna stop, comiing?”

“Oh my god, oh my god!” the Dianettes sing in chorus.

“When these people gonna stop, comiing?”  Diane D sings as she starts to walk down the hall with the Dianettes following behind her and sing, “Oh my god, oh my god!”

“When these people gonna stop, comiing?” Diane D continues to sing.  The reporters and investigators come around all the windows around the room peaking through the windows, trying to speak to Diane D questioning her about the Dianettes as she and the Dianettes continue to walk and sing looking around the windows at the reporters and investigators.

FLASHBACK:

Diane D and Dianettes are suddenly on a stage dressed in gold halter like tops with matching mini-skirts and matching golden sandals with their long hairs all loosed out around the back and sides as they spread out across the stage in a straight line with Diane D going towards the far right front, singing and dancing, “Oh my god, oh my god!”

“When these people gonna stop, comiing?” Diane D sings.

“Oh my god, oh my god!” the Dianettes sing.

“When these people gonna stop, comiing?” Diane D sings again.

BACK TO THE PRESENT:

Back in the hallway, the reporters bang on the windows as the Dianettes sing to Diane D not to go near the door, “Here we go again don’t go near the door, don’t open the door, don‘t look out the door.”  The reporters and investigators bang on the window as the Dianettes sing to Diane D not to go to window, “Here we go again don’t go near window, don’t open window, don‘t look out window.”  The reporters and investigators ring the telephone as the Dianettes sing to Diane D not to go to the phone or answer it, “Here we go again don’t go near the phone, don’t pick up the phone, don‘t answer the phone.”  The reporters and investigators slip mail and notes under the door.  Diane D and the Dianettes see two larges notes that says: DIANE D, WHAT ARE YOU AND THE DIANETTES SECRET?  TELL US THE STORY!  Diane D becomes frustrated as the Dianettes sing to her not to go to the mail, “Here we go again don’t go near the mail, don’t look at the mail, don‘t open the mail.”  Diane D picks up the note and tears it up.  She angrily starts to go to the window as the Dianettes pull her back a little.  Diane D breaks away from the Dianettes and fiercely go to the windows.  She starts to sing to the reporters and investigators, “I don’t really have to volunteer my story, I don’t really have to volunteer!  I don’t really have to tell you my story, I don’t have to really tell you!  I don’t really care to tell you my story, I don’t really care to tell you!”

Back on the stage, Diane D and Dianettes sing and dance again, “Oh my god, oh my god!”

“When these people gonna stop comiing?” Diane D sings.

“Oh my god, oh my god!” the Dianettes sing.

“When these people gonna stop.....comiing?” Diane D sings again.

Back in the hallway, the reporters and investigators bang on the door and windows again.  They slip another large note under the door.  Diane D and the Dianettes see the large note saying: STOP IGNORING US DIANE D!!  Diane D becomes frustrated again.  She bends down and picks up the note.  She bends back up and tears the note up.  She angrily starts to go to the windows again as the Dianettes follow her in a single ling.  Diane D sings to the reporters and investigators, “I won’t read any of your letters, anymore.  Don't send me any of your letters, anymore.”  Diane D and the Dianettes stand in a straight line and face forward.  They start to clap, dance and sing again.  “Oh my god, oh my god!” the Dianettes sing.

“When these people gonna stop comiing?” Diane D sings.

“Oh my god, oh my god!” the Dianettes sing again.

“When these people gonna stop comiing?” Diane D sings again.  Suddenly the front door opens.  The reporters are at the door.  The Dianettes hurry to the door as the reporters try to question Diane D and the Dianettes.  The Dianettes try to shove the reporters and investigators out the door as Diane D stands afar singing to the Dianettes, “Get rid of them riiight awaaay.  Please send them as faaar awaay.  And make sure they staaay awaaay.”  The Dianettes finally get the reporters and investigators out the door.  They then slam the door, singing, “Oh my god!”

Diane D suddenly appears through the Dianettes in front of them singing, “Oh my god!  When these people gonna stop comiing?”

“Oh my god, oh my god!” the Dianettes sing.

“When these people gonna stop comiing?” Diane D sings as she starts to walk with the Dianettes following behind her in a diagonal line with three on each side of her continuing to walk, sing and dance.

Outside the window, the security guards are pushing the reporters back as the reporters desperately try to get back to the building. 

Inside the dance studio, Diane D suspiciously smiles looking out the window singing, “When these people gonna stop comiing?” 

The reporters desperately try to break away from the security guards.

Back in the hallway, Diane D leaves from the window and makes a gesture to the Dianettes.  She suddenly turns her head around towards the window and sees the reporters breaking from the security guards.  She sees them hurrying towards the building.  She turns back to the Dianettes and hollers to them, “Run!”  The Dianettes turn and run straight down the hall as Diane D runs behind them. 

The reporters rush in the other doorway and look down the hallway, “There they go!” one of the reporters shout.  “Let's get them!”  The reporters hurry down the hallway.

Outside in an empty lot, a white male reporter hides behind the bushes.  Diane D runs past him turning her head around towards the Dianettes shouting, “Let's hurry girls!”  The Dianettes run past the reporter one by one.  Charlotte is the last to run past the reporter.  The reporter suddenly leaps out of the bushes.  He grabs Charlotte causing her to fall to the ground as Diane D and the rest of the Dianettes run way up ahead.  The reporter starts to tackle Charlotte.  Another white male reporter comes and tackles Charlotte's shoes and shouts, “What is in your shoes?!”

“Yeah tell us what Diane D's secret is!” the first reporter shouts.

Charlotte looks towards Diane D and the rest of the Dianettes and screams, “Aaaaaahhh!  Diane!  Girls!  Help!  Aaaaaaah!”

“Aaaaah Charlotte!” the Dianettes voices shout. Angry footsteps are heard running back towards Charlotte. 

The reporters continue to tackle Charlotte‘s feet.  Charlotte suddenly bites down on one of the reporters’ arm.  “Aaaaahhh!” the reporter hollers as he pulls his arm away from Charlotte‘s teeth grip!  Diane D suddenly appears and stomps right on one of the reporters hand then kicks him hard in the face!  Lonna, Miranda, Kelly and Bernice then appear and stomp on the reporters and kick them away from Charlotte.  Diane D, Lonna, Miranda, Kelly and Bernice all wrap their arms around Charlotte and lift her off the ground!  They take Charlotte and run off!

Diane D, Lonna, Miranda, Kelly and Bernice continue to run off with Charlotte as Nancy quickly approaches!  Diane D makes a gesture for Nancy to turn back around and run!  Diane D, Lonna, Miranda, Kelly, Bernice, Charlotte and Nancy continue to run as they all turn their heads and look back towards the reporters!
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Chapter 5
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Controversy At The Catering Hall

––––––––
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Two nights later, four vans pull up to a curb outside a Banquet Hall.  Michael comes out of the driver's seat of the first van as Diane D comes out of the front passenger seat.  The Dianettes come out of the back seats.  Nicolas comes out of the driver's seat of the second van as Barry come out of the passenger seat.  Mary, Margarita, Tomas, Tonio, Marilyn and Mickey come out of the back seats.  Several handsome young black and Latino men who are members of the Diaz-Davidson Band and the Dianettes boyfriends come out of the third van, including Charlotte's husband Kenny while other people come out of the fourth van.  They all come together then walk to the Banquet Hall building.  A few reporters and a big crowd of excited people approach Diane D and her family.  “Diane D!” one of the men in the crowd shout.  “Hey Dianettes!” other people in the crowd shout.  The entire crowd excitingly surrounds Diane D, her family and the Dianettes as Diane D, her family and the Dianettes continue to walk towards the Banquet Hall building.

Inside the Banquet Hall, two Latino female singers around their late 20's, one who is slim with curly chest length brown hair and the other one who is chubby and plus size with short curly black hair are on stage singing a Latin song with Latin music.  Diane D, her family, Michael, the Dianettes, the members of the Diaz-Davidson Band, members of the Diaz-Davidson Organization and another crowd of people come in front of the stage looking on at the two Latino female singers.  The two Latin female singers then do a dance routing as they sway their hips and do the twist.  The crowd starts to scream and cheer!  The two Latin female singers then move across the stage and twist their feet!  The crowd starts to scream and cheer more!  The two Latin female singers then sing towards the end of the song.

Five minutes later, the Latin female singers finish their performance.  The entire crowd claps and cheer as the two singers smile and take a bow.  A black male announcer comes on the stage.  He speaks into the microphone and says, “Let's give it up one more time for Carmen and Rachel!”  The crowd claps and cheer again as the two Latin singers take another bow.  Diane D, her family, the Dianettes and the rest of the crowd turn and walk towards some chairs. 

Diane D, the Dianettes and their boyfriends approach the chairs.  The Dianettes and the men sit down on the chairs as the crowd excitedly chats with them.  Mary turns to Diane D and says, “Diane, vamos a ir echan na mano en la cocina y traen los platos de la comida a cada uno.”

“Esta bien Mama,” Diane D says.  “Voy a estar ahi.”

“Esta bien.”

Margarita then says to Diane D, “Diane, antes de llegar a la cocina, averigua que tipo de pollo todos quieren en sus platos.”

“Okay Grandma,” Diane D says.  Margarita and Mary turn and walk away.  Diane D turns to the Dianettes and members of the Diaz-Davidson Band.  She claps her hands to them and shouts, “Okay listen up everybody!”  The Dianettes and members of the Diaz-Davidson Band turn to Diane D as she shouts, “I'm gonna go in the kitchen and bring the plates of food to everybody!”

“You're gonna bring the food to us?” Wayne asks.

“Yeah, I'll be the servant for now!”  Everybody laughs.  Diane D then says, “So you all have to tell me which kind of chicken y'all want on your plates!”

“What kind of chicken do they have back there?” Melvin asks.

“Well they have barbequed chicken, fried chicken, broiled chicken, baked chicken, spicy chicken, curry chicken, you name it!”  Everybody laughs again.

“Well give me the barbequed chicken,” Kelly says.

“And I'll take the spicy chicken,” Nancy says.

“Give me the fried chicken,” Lonna says.

“Okay,” Diane D says.  “So far we got barbequed, spicy and fried chicken coming up!  Mickey, what are you having?”

“You don't have to get my plate right now Diane,” Mickey says.  “I'll help you bring the food.”

“Aariiight!”  Diane D turns to Nicolas and Miranda and says, “Nicolas, Miranda, what kind of chicken do you guys want?”

Nicolas, who has his arm around Miranda, says, “I don't know.”  He turns to Miranda and asks her, “What kind of chicken do you want babe?”

“I'll take the fried chicken,” Miranda says.

“Fried chicken sounds good.”  Nicolas turns back to Diane D and tells her, “We'll both take fried chicken.”

“You got it.”  Diane D turns to Charlotte and says, “Charlotte and Kenny, I didn't get your orders yet.”

“Well I'll have both, the barbequed and the fried chicken,” says Charlotte.

“You want both types of chicken?”

“Yeah.”

“I'll have the same thing Diane,” says Kenny.

“Okay you got it,” Diane D says.  She then turns to Bernice and says, “Bernice, how about you and Bobby?”

“Can you remember everybody's plate Diane?” Bernice asks.

“I'll try.”

“Diane why don't everybody write down what chicken plate they want and put their names next to it,” Bobby says.

“Okay that's cool.  That sounds like a good idea.”

“I have a pen and paper.”

“Okay.”  Diane D then turns to the crowd and shouts, “Everybody have to write down what plate of chicken they want, then Mickey and I are gonna bring the plates!”

“Okay!” everybody says.  Bernice writes down the plate of chicken she and Bobby want, then hands the paper and pen to Charlotte.  Charlotte starts to write down what she and Kenny want.  Charlotte finishes and passes the list to the next person.  Soon everybody finishes writing what they want.  They hand the list to Diane D. 

Diane D looks at the list.  She then says, “Okay everybody's done!  Good!  We'll go pick up the plates!”  She turns to Mickey and says, “Come on Mickey.”  She then turns to Michael and says, “You coming Michael?”

“I'm right behind you Diane,” Michael says.  Diane D, Michael and Mickey go away from the crowd and head towards the back of the catering hall.

Diane D, Michael and Mickey go through the back hallway.  They are about to pass two men who are both around their mid thirties, one white who is stocky with short dark hair and the other one half black and half Indian who is tall and slim with a very tan complexion and short black wavy hair with slight bangs.  The men look at Diane D, Michael and Mickey as Diane D, Michael and Mickey are about to walk pass them.  Lance, the white male says to them, “Hey Diane D, Michael, Mickey!”

“Hey,” Michael says as he, Diane D and Mickey slow down and stop.  “What's going on guys?”

“Nothing much.  How y'all feeling?”

“We're okay.  And yourself?”

“We're alright.”  Lance then looks at Diane D and asks, “Are you okay Diane D?”

“Yeah I'm okay,” Diane D says as she places her hands on her hips.

“Are you sure you okay?”

“Sure I'm sure.  Why do you ask?”

“No reason.  Just want to know that's all.”

Diane D puzzled looks at Lance.  She then looks forward and continues to head towards the kitchen as Michael and Mickey turn and follow her. 

Lance and the other man, Felix Green, turn and look towards Diane D, Michael and Mickey.  Lance then says, “Well, it looks like she's holding up.”

Felix Green puzzled turns to Lance and says, “It looks like she's holding up?  What do you mean?”

“I mean it looks like Diane D's holding up from the drugs she uses.”

“What?  Drugs she uses?  What are you talking about?”

“I'm talking about the night Diane D and her cousin Dana got arrested for drunk driving, weapons possession charges and stolen properties.  They were both on drugs that night.”

“What do you mean Diane D and her cousin Dana were both on drugs that night?”

“Well Diane D and her cousin Dana had came from a club just before the police stopped them and pulled them over that night.  The police stopped them for drunk driving, but they weren't drunk.  They were both high.”

“They were high?”

“That's what I heard. I heard they were on their way to get some weed when the cops pulled them over.”

“What?  They were on their way to get some weed?  My goodness.  Who did you hear this information from?”

“I heard it from a person who was at the club Diane D and her cousin Dana were at.  Diane D and her cousin Dana were at a club called Sparkles.  The person who was at Sparkles told me that Diane D and her cousin Dana were both snorting coke there that night.”

“They were both snorting coke?  You're kidding!”

“No I'm not kidding Felix.  The person who told me saw them doing that.”

“Lance, are you telling me, that Diane D, the one who works, sings, performs and raises money for her family’s charity organization, the one who makes speeches to children at the schools against smoking, drinking and using drugs, uses drugs herself?”

“According to this witness she does.”

“Are you sure this is true?  Because if it is true that Diane D is using drugs, I'm gonna print that in my newspaper tomorrow morning.”

“What?  Print that in your newspaper?  Why would you do that?”

“Because Diane D is supposed to be a role model, kids look up to her.  Her family’s organization raises money for charity, she visits sick children at the hospitals and sings to them.  She makes appearances at schools, telling children to make sure they get an education and tells them don't smoke, don’t drink and don’t use drugs.”

“Diane D doesn’t make appearances at schools anymore Felix.”

“She doesn’t?”

“No.” 

“Why not?”

“Ever since that horrible incident that happened the last time she appeared at a school.  You know, the horrible incident that happened between her and that little boy Marcus, the kid who sent her family’s organization a phony letter about a little boy who’s dying of leukemia whose dying wish is to meet her just so she can appear at his school, then she winds up beating the crap out of that little boy when she found out that the whole letter was a hoax planned by him and his brother?”

“Yeah I heard about that incident.”

“It was horrible what I heard she did to that poor kid, breaking his bones like that, then claims not to remember any of it!  Ever since that incident, Diane D stayed away from appearing at schools again.  She hasn‘t forgiven being lied to, plus her family don‘t want the haunted memories reminding them of what happened between her and that kid Marcus inside that school.”

“I don’t blame them.  Didn‘t Diane D get sent away for what she did to that kid?”

“Yeah she got sent Upstate to a Mental Institution.  I heard they put her on medication.”

“They put her on medication while she was up there?”

“That’s what I heard.  I hear she’s still on medication to calm her nerves.  She has to take the medication to control her out of control behavior which she also claims not to remember, but, she‘s out of the Mental Institution now.”

“Yeah we see.  But why does she always lecture the Dianettes about their health, telling them to eat right and not to drink hard liquor?  I thought she was health conscience.  I also thought she was supposed to be a nutritionist and a personal trainer.  Then behind closed doors, she's gonna use drugs and get high with her cousin?  If Diane D does uses drugs, then maybe she does put drugs or steroids in the food she cooks for the Dianettes just like the police and those investigators suspected.  The public have a right to know about this.  They have a right to know that Diane D is not what she appears to be.  They have a right to know that she is a phony and a hypocrite.”

“A phony and a hypocrite?  But what about her cousin Dana?  Her cousin Dana was using drugs too.”

“Yeah, but her cousin Dana is not the one out there being a role model.  Dana's not out there in the public eye doing charity work, singing and dancing on stage and appearing at schools lecturing to children.  She doesn't want anything to do with the public eye or charity work.  She only happens to be in the public eye because she and Diane D are very close cousins and have been close cousins all their lives.  Diane D is the one who's out there.  She's suppose to be the role model, her, the Dianettes and the whole Diaz-Davidson Organization.”

“I know they're supposed to be role models Felix, but if the public knows about Diane D's drug use, it's gonna mess up her image.”

“Lance Diane D’s image is already messed up by her out of control behavior whenever she gets angry!  Her image is already messed up by what she did to those security guards, those police officers and those correction officers who threw inside that jail cell and tried to keep her in there!  Plus her image is already messed up by sleeping with her own cousin’s boyfriend, threatening her Jamaican lover’s girlfriend over the telephone then speeding all the way to that woman‘s place of residence to assault her and beating and kung fu kicking the hell out of the wife of one of the guy’s she was trying to date for some High School dance and the last incident she had which involved that little boy inside that school!  She‘s a modern day Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde!  Everybody already knows that!”

“I know, but if the public knows about Diane D's drug use, it's gonna mess up her image even more.  It will mess up images for the Dianettes and the whole Diaz-Davidson Organization as well.”

“Well it's controversy, and controversy sells.”

“Felix, what are you saying?  Are you telling me, that you're willing to mess up Diane D's image more and her family’s organization’s image, so your paper can make a lot of sales?”

“If that's what it takes.  If I bring this story to the press, I'll get a commission.”

“A commission?  So you wanna mess up Diane D's image more and her family’s organization’s image to make extra bucks out of it, huh?”

“That's right.”

“No Felix, you can't mess up Diane D's image more or her family‘s organization’s image, because I don't know if it's true about her drug use.  I'm only going by what I heard.  I'm only going by what someone else told me.”

“That's proof enough right there for me Lance.  I'm gonna print in my newspaper tomorrow that Diane D is a Crack Head.”

“What!  A Crack Head?!  No Felix don't do that, please don't!  You'll be in big trouble with Diane D's ENTIRE FAMILY if you do that!  Diane D comes from a very close-nit family!  Her family sticks together you know! Almost everything they do involves the entire family and all their relatives!  You deal or mess with one of them, you're gonna have to deal and mess with ALL of them!  They're not gonna take this lying down!”

“Diane D's family don't have to know that I'm the exact person who brought this information to the press.  The newspaper I work for is pretty big.  Diane D's family will never know which individual in the firm printed it.”

“They don't have to know which individual in the firm printed it Felix.  They'll just bring a lawsuit against the entire newspaper company, that's all.”

“It's a chance I'm willing to take.”

“No Felix, don't do it.”

“It's too late Lance, I'm gonna do it.  I'm gonna make a phone call to my newspaper company right now and tell them to get started on this new information I just got on Diane D.  New information the investigators might want to know about.  My newspaper company is open twenty-four hours.  I'm gonna make that call.”  Felix turns away from Lance and walks away as Lance worriedly watches him.

Diane D, Mary, Barry, Margarita, Tomas, Gracy, Mike, Michael, Mickey and other relatives are getting the plates of food together.  Diane D moves a cart full of dinner plates.  Mary turns to Diane D and asks, “Tienes la sal Diane?”

“Si, me dieron la sal Mama,” Diane D says.  She then turns to her paternal grandmother Gracy and asks, “What's taking Dana and Tony so long to get here Grandma?”

“They should be walking in here with the extra food any minute now Diane,” Gracy says.

A black male caterer, around his early forties approaches Margarita.  He says to her, “Excuse me Miss Margarita, there's someone on the phone who says they're from the newspaper.”

“The newspaper?” Margarita asks.

“Yeah.  They say they want to speak to someone in charge of the Diaz-Davidson Organization and ask that person some questions.”

“Oh really?  Okay thanks, I'll take it.”  Margarita and the man walk away towards the hallway.

Margarita steps inside the catering office.  She walks towards a desk.  She approaches the desk and picks up the telephone receiver.  She speaks into the receiver and says, “Hello Diaz-Davidson Organization, Margarita speaking.  What can I do for you?”

On the other end of the phone, a white male around his mid 40‘s sits behind a desk and speaks into the telephone receiver saying, “Hello Miss Margarita, I'm Carlton Blake from the Daily Press.”

“The Daily Press?”

“Yes.”

“Well what can I do for you?”

“Well, I would like to ask you some questions about Diane D.”

“Ask me some questions about Diane D?  My granddaughter.  Well what do you want to know about her?”

“Well Miss Margarita, is it true?  I mean is it true?”

“Is what true?”

“Is it true that....  Is it true that.....”

“I don’t know what you’re trying to say Mister.  Get to the point.”

“Is it true that, your granddaughter Diane D uses drugs?”

“What!  Is it true that my granddaughter Diane uses drugs?!  What are you talking about Mister, Diane don't use drugs!  Why do you ask?!”

“Well I have a reporter there at the catering hall right now who just called me up a couple of minutes ago and told me he just found out, that your granddaughter Diane D and her cousin Dana were both using drugs the night they got arrested for drunk driving, weapons possession charge and stolen properties.”

“What!  Really?!”

“Yes.”

“My God, what reporter?!”

“Felix Green.”

“Felix Green?!  Who him?!”

“You know him?”

“Yeah I know who he is!  Where in the world did he get this information from?!”

“He said he got it from another reporter named Lance who's also at the catering hall.  Lance got the information from a source who was at a club your granddaughter Diane D and her cousin Dana were at.  The source told Lance, that Diane D and her cousin Dana were both getting high at the club and they were both high on drugs the night they were both arrested.  Lance told Felix then Felix called me up.  Felix claims that we should get this information printed in the paper by tomorrow morning.  I told Felix that we cannot print the information unless we're sure it's true.  So is it true that your granddaughter Diane D and her cousin Dana use drugs?”

“No it isn't true!  Diane and Dana do not use drugs!”

“Are you sure?”

“Of course I'm sure!  These reporters got a lot of nerve making up some bogus story like this!  This is absurd!  This is ludicrous!”

Diane D, her family and relatives rush into the office as Tomas shouts, “Lo sucedido Margarita?  Que esta pasando?”

“Alguien del periodico se encuentra en el telefono ahora mismo, me pide es Diane sobre drogas!” Margarita shouts.

“What!” the family shout.

“Alguien del periodico pregunta estoy en drogas?!” Diane D shouts.  “Por que piden que?!”

“Porque se dijo un reportero aqua les llamo hace dos minutos, yles dijo que se entero de que usted y Dana estaban consumed drogas la noche usted y ella fueron arrestados por conducir borracho, posesion de armas y bienes robados!” Margarita shouts.

“What!” the family shouts.

Michael turns to Diane D and asks, “Diane, what did she say?”

Diane D turns to Michael and says, “Someone from the newspaper called here and asked Grandma am I on drugs!”

“What!” the family shouts.

“Someone from the newspaper wanted to know if you are on drugs!” Michael asks.

“That’s what Grandma said!” Diane D says.  “They told Grandma that they heard Dana and I were using drugs the night she and I got arrested!”

“What!” the family shout.

“Someone from the newspaper called and said that they heard you and Dana were using drugs the night you and she and got arrested?!” Barry shouts.

“Yes!” Diane D says.  “They said a reporter here called them up and told them that?!”

“A reporter here called them up and told them that?!”

“That’s what she said!”

“What reporter?!”

“I don’t know!”  Diane D turns to Margarita and asks, “What reporter Grandma?!”

“Felix Green!” Margarita shouts.

“Felix Green?!  Who him?!”

“We just passed by Felix Green in the hallway a little while ago!” Michael shouts.

“Y'all did?” Margarita asks.

“Yeah!”

“Felix Green is always printing harsh things about people!” Barry shouts.  “Hand me that phone!”  Barry approaches Margarita.  He takes the telephone receiver and shouts into it, “Hello!  Hello!  Hello!”  Barry looks at the receiver.  He turns to his family and says, “No one's there.”  He hangs up the telephone. 

“Well the guy on the phone told me that Felix Green found out about Diane and Dana's supposed drug use the night they got arrested and wants to print that information in the paper by tomorrow morning!” Margarita shouts.

“What!” the entire family shouts.

“Print it in the paper?!” Grandpa Mike shouts.

“Felix Green wants to print about Dana and I using drugs?!” Diane D shouts.  “Where the hell did he get that information from?!”

“He got it from another reporter Lance who's here too!” Margarita shouts.  “Lance got that information from someone who was at a club you and Dana were in just before you two got arrested!”

“Wait a minute, hold up!  Dana and I weren't in any club just before we got arrested! These reporters or their sources don't know what the hell they're talking about!  And now they're planning to print some lie about me and Dana in the newspaper?!  Well I'm gonna go out in the hallway and give that Felix Green a piece of my mind!”

“So am I!” Michael says.

“I'm right behind y'all!” Mickey says.

Diane D, Michael and Mickey angrily turn and run towards the door.  Diane D's family grab and pull her, Michael and Mickey back.  Diane D, Michael and Mickey struggle to break away from the family's grip as Diane D shouts, “Let me go!”

“No Diane!” Tomas shouts.  “You guys don't go out there!”

“Why not Grandpa?!  Felix Green is gonna print bad things about me and Dana!  Let me go!”

“No Diane!” Mary shouts.  “You can't go out there and make a scene!  We don't want too many people knowing about this!”

“That's right Diane!” Barry shouts.  “There are other reporters and a lot of the press out there!  If they see all of this commotion, they're really gonna have a field day printing about this!”

“I don't care!” Diane D shouts.  “Just let me go!”

“No Diane, you're not gonna go out there and argue with this guy!”  Barry turns to Michael and Mickey and says, “Neither are you two!”  Michael and Mickey look at Barry as Barry turns back to Diane D and says, “I'm gonna go out there and have a talk with Felix Green myself, but I'm gonna do it in a quiet manner, that way, other people don't have to know or hear about this, okay?  Now be cool!”  Diane D continues to struggle away from her family as they continue to hold on to her!  She suddenly gets superhuman strength as she heads towards the doorway dragging her family as her family screams!  Diane D's family wrap their arms around her, struggling to hold on to her as she continues to drag them!

“Diane stop it please!” Gracy shouts.

Diane D continues to head towards doorway dragging her family as her family scream, still struggling to hold on to her!  Barry gets the strength and goes right in front of Diane D and shouts, “Diane stop it!  Stop it right now!” Diane D's family suddenly manage to stop her!  They continue to hold tightly on to Diane D as she breaths in anger, staring out towards the hallway.  Barry then tells Diane D, “I'm gonna go out there in the hallway and bring this guy Felix Green in here, just stay cool Diane, I'll be right back!”  Barry turns to the rest of his family and says, “Everybody please hold on to Diane, don't let her go!  I'm gonna bring this Felix Green guy in here!”  Barry turns and hurries away out into the hallway.

“I'll go with you Barry!” Mary shouts.  She then turns to her family and says, “I'm gonna go help straighten that Felix Green out!  Please hold on to Diane!  Whatever y'all do please don't let her go!”  Mary angrily turns and hurries away out into the hallway as Diane D continues to breath in anger, looking at her mother as her mother hurries out into the hallway. 

Dana and Tony suddenly walk into the catering office through a back door holding bags of food.  Everyone turns and looks towards them.  Gracy nervously approaches Dana and Tony and says to them, “Hey you guys.”

“Hey everybody,” Tony says.

“We got the extra chicken you wanted Grandma,” Dana says.

“Oh good,” Gracy says.  “I'll take that.”  Gracy takes the bags of food from Dana. 

Mike turns to Margarita and Tomas and whispers to them, “I think we better take Diane into the next room so Dana won't see how upset she is.”

“And we have to go into the hall and tell Mary and Barry not to bring Felix Green in here just yet,” Margarita says.

“Okay.”  Mike, Margarita, Tomas, Michael and Diane D's relatives take Diane D towards the doorway and take her out into the hallway.

A minute later, Margarita and Tomas are walking in the back hallway towards Mary and Barry.  They approach Mary and Barry as Tomas tells them, “We don't think y'all should bring this Felix Green in the office yet.  Dana and Tony just walked in there.”

“They did?” Mary asks.

“Yeah.”

“Well we didn't get a chance to speak to Felix Green anyway,” Barry says.  “We just saw him go out the front door.  He's talking with some people outside.”

“He is?” Margarita asks.

“Yeah.” Barry, Mary, Margarita and Tomas suddenly hear slight shouting.  They turn to look.  They see Diane D rushing towards them with Michael, Mickey, Gracy and Grandpa Mike and her other relatives continuing to hold on to her.

Diane D approaches Mary, Barry, Margarita and Tomas and shouts, “Well did y'all find that turkey yet?!”

“Diane Felix Green just went out the front door just as we were about to approach him,” Mary says.

“He probably knows we're on to him!  Well I'm gonna go out there and curse him out!”

“Diane let’s try to keep our voices low,” Barry says.  “Your Grandma and Grandpa just told us that Dana and Tony came in the office.  We don't want Dana and Tony knowing about this, especially Dana.”

“Dad Dana's not gonna hear about this, because while she's back there in the office, I'm gonna go out to the front and straighten that Felix Green out!”  Diane D is about to go pass her parents and grandparents as the rest of her family pull her back again.

Barry stands in front of Diane D and holds her shouting, “Diane calm down!”  Diane D angrily tries to go past Barry and is about to drag her family again as her family struggles to hold on to her. 

“Calm down Diane!” Mary shouts.  “You're not going out there?!”

Diane D angrily heads out towards the side of the back hallway dragging her family again as her family screams and struggles to hold on to her.  “No Diane!” Barry shouts.  Diane D continues to angrily head out towards the other side of the hallway dragging her family as her family continues to scream, struggling to hold on to her.

“What the hell is going on?!” Dana’s voice shouts.

Everybody stops and turn their heads.  They see Dana standing there at the end of the hallway looking at them.  They all become nervous.

“Hey Dana,” Barry says.

Dana puzzled looks at them all.  She then looks at Diane D.  She walks towards Diane D.

Dana approaches Diane D and asks, “What's the matter Diane?  Are you okay?  Is something bothering you?”

“No Dana,” Mary says.  “Nothing's bothering her.  She's fine.”

Dana looks at Diane D and says to her, “Are you sure Diane?  Where are you trying to go?”

“She wasn't going anywhere Dana,” Grandpa Mike says.  “Diane thought she left something out in the car and she was about to go get it.  Then we just realized she brought the thing in here already.”

“Oh yeah?  What thing?”

“Her wallet,” Barry says.  “Diane thought she left her wallet in the car and didn't want anybody to take it.  Since the wallet is in here, I guess we don't have to go out there after all.”  Barry turns to everybody and shouts, “Hey everybody!  Why don't we all go back in the kitchen and finish setting up the food!”

“Okay,” everybody says. 

“That's a good idea,” Margarita says.  Everybody nervously smile to each other.  Dana puts her arm around Diane D's shoulders worriedly looking at Diane D and leads Diane D and everybody else towards the end of the hallway as Diane D puts her arm back around Dana's shoulder.

Inside the kitchen, Margarita, Mary, Gracy and everybody else start to prepare more plates of food.  Diane D and Dana go to the food cart still hugging each other as Dana continues to worriedly look at Diane D and asks, “What's wrong Diane?”

Diane D and Dana stop at the food cart as Diane D says, “Nothing is wrong Dana.  I'm fine.”

“Oh yeah?  Then why did you seem so upset out in the hallway?”

“Because like they said, I thought I left my wallet in the car.  I was afraid it would be stolen.”

“Oh yeah?  Are you sure it wasn't anything more than just your wallet?  You seem real angry about something.”

“I'm not angry about anything.  Look Dana, you have nothing to worry about.  I'm okay.  Let's hurry and get the food prepared.”

“Alright.  I'll go help with the plates.”

“Okay.”

Dana lets go of Diane D as she gently pats Diane D on the back.  She frowns as she looks away from Diane D then turns and walks away as Diane D turns and looks at her.  Diane D then turns to the food cart.  She gives an angry look out into the hallway.  She takes the food cart towards the doorway then out into the hallway.

Inside the ballroom, Diane D is back at the crowd as the crowd sit at the tables.  She hands everybody their plates of food.  Lonna and Bernice stand beside Diane D.  They puzzled look at Diane D as they hold their plates of food.  Lonna then asks, “Diane, are you okay?”

“Am I okay?” Diane D says.  “Sure I'm okay Lonna.”

“Are you sure?” Bernice asks.

“Sure I'm sure.  Why do y'all ask?”

“I don't know, but, we could just sense something is bothering you.”

“Oh really?  Nothing is bothering me.”

“Are you sure Diane?” Lonna asks.

“Of course I'm sure.  Look, the only thing that's bothering me right now, is that you two aren't eating your plates.”  Lonna and Bernice puzzled look at their plates.  Diane D then tells them, “Y'all got to eat up.”  Lonna and Bernice puzzled look back at Diane D as Diane D says to them, “There's plenty of vegetables on your plates I want y'all to finish.”

“Diane are you sure nothing else is bothering you besides these vegetables on our plates?” Bernice asks.

“Yes something else is bothering me Bernice.”

“Well what is it?”

“The vitamins inside the vegetables that you all need to eat.  Now you two go eat.  You need your vitamins and your vegetables.  Eat!”  Lonna and Bernice puzzled look at Diane D.  They then turn from Diane D and walk away.  Diane D then turns away from the crowd towards the food cart.  She secretly gives an angry look towards the back hallway again as she takes the food cart and walk across the ballroom, heading back towards the kitchen.  Lonna and Bernice sit with the others.  They and the rest of the Dianettes worriedly look towards Diane D as Diane D leaves the ballroom.  Miranda turns to Lonna and Bernice and asks them, “Is Diane okay?”

“We don't know,” Lonna says.  “We think she's upset about something.”

“We think something is bothering her?” Bernice says.

“What do y'all think it is?” Nancy asks.

“We don't know.  It's something she's not telling us.”

“What could she be upset about?” Charlotte asks.

“That's what me and Bernice were trying to find out,” Lonna.

“Well maybe we should go check on her and find out,” Kelly says.

“Yeah come on, let's go,” Nancy says.  The Dianettes set their plates aside.  They are about to get up from their seats.

“Wait a minute,” Melvin says.  “Where are y'all going?”

The Dianettes stop as Nancy says, “To check on Diane.”

“Why are y'all getting ready to check on Diane?  Diane seemed fine when she was just here.  She seemed okay, giving all of us our food.  Y'all don't need to check on her.  I think y'all just getting carried away.  Why don't y'all sit back down and wait a while.”

The Dianettes look at each other.  Bernice then says, “Yeah I guess so.”  The Dianettes sit back down at the table.

“Well as long as she doesn't sneak around behind our backs looking for a cigarette, that means she's okay,” Lonna says.

Sneak around behind your backs looking for a cigarette?” Gary asks.  “What do you mean?  Diane don't smoke.”

“Gary when Diane becomes angry or upset about something, she sneaks around behind all of our backs and depends on a cigarette to calm her nerves,” Bernice says.

“She does?” Anthony asks.

“Yeah.  So if she doesn't sneak around and look for a cigarette, that means she's okay.”

“Well I didn't see her ask any of us for a cigarette when she was just here,” Vincent says.

“Well she's not gonna look for a cigarette in front of us Vincent,” Nancy says.  “She won’t let us know about it.  She's gonna sneak behind all our backs and our family's back to secretly look for a cigarette.”

“She would?” Bobby asks.  “Why would she have to sneak behind your backs to do that?”

“She doesn't want to set a bad example for us.”

“No?” Ralph says.  “Well if she doesn't look for a cigarette in front of you guys and sneaks behind your backs and her family's back to secretly depend on a cigarette, how do y'all know she does that at all?”

“Because we would here about it later on,” Miranda says.  “Somebody would come along later on and tell us that Diane had secretly asked them for a cigarette.  That's how we would know.”

“So if nobody comes to us later on and tells us that Diane secretly asked them for a cigarette, that means she's okay,” Bernice says.

“Well I guess we'll all just have to wait and see if anybody tells any of you later on that Diane had secretly asked them for a cigarette,” Melvin says.  The Dianettes worriedly look at Melvin, then at each other.  They and everybody else start to eat their food.

Inside a dark part of the back hallway, Diane D is standing at the side door, angrily looking towards the outside through the glass on the door.  She sees Felix Green on the sidewalk talking secretive to a group of around five people.  She sees Felix Green secretly pointing towards the catering building as if appearing to be speaking about her.  She notices the peoples' stunned reaction to whatever Felix Green is telling them.  She sees one of the people, a woman appearing stunned with her mouth open, pointing towards the catering building also.  Diane D then says to herself, “I swear that motherfucka.”  She angrily rolls up her sleeves and balls up her fists.  She opens the side door and is about to angrily go out of it.  Suddenly, Joseph and Teresa come in the side door carrying some shopping bags and bump right into Diane D.  Diane D becomes stunned and says, “Teresa!  Joseph!”

“Hey Diane,” Teresa smiles and says as Joseph closes the door behind himself.

“Hey Diane,” Joseph says.  “What's going on?  How's it going kid?”

“Everything is alright Joseph,” Diane D says.  “Everything is fine.”

“Good.  We brought the extra punch.  Where do you want us to put it?”

“Just take it to the kitchen.  My family is back there.”

“Oh yeah?” Teresa asks.  “Is Dana back there too?”

“Yeah Dana is back there.  As a matter of fact Teresa, why don’t you go to the kitchen and say hello to her.”

“Why sure Diane.”  Teresa and Joseph excitingly walk away towards the kitchen as Diane D turns to look at them.  Diane D suspiciously backs up.  She then turns away and looks outside the side door again.  She sees Felix Green in the street still talking secretive to the group of people.  Diane D angrily opens the side door again.  Suddenly Boris, a black man around his mid thirties comes inside the side door and bumps right into Diane D as he holds a large bag.  Diane D becomes stunned and says, “Boris!”

“Hey Diane!” Boris says.  “What's going on?”  Boris closes the door behind himself and says, “Well here's the camera, CDs, champagne and beer you told me to pick up from the mall earlier.”  Boris hands the camera to Diane D and tells her, “I also bought extra cans of soda, and I got the CDs your family wanted, especially the Miles Davis CD your Grandma Gracy have been begging me to get.”

“That's good.”  Diane D suspiciously looks around a little.  She then looks back at Boris and whispers to him, “By the way Boris.  You don't happen to have a cigarette on you, do you?”

“A cigarette on me?  Diane you don't smoke.  Aren't you against smoking?”

“That's right,” a soft female voice from the distance says. “She is against smoking.”

Diane D and Boris turn their heads and see Joseph and Teresa standing there several feet away.  Diane D becomes nervous.  Teresa and Joseph approach Diane D as Diane D tells them, “You're right Teresa.  I am against smoking.”

“Then why did you just ask him for a cigarette?” 

“Oh I'm not asking for myself.  My friend wanted a cigarette.”

“Your friend?” Joseph asks.  “What friend?”

“My friend Lenny.  He was looking for a cigarette earlier.”

“Lenny?  We don't know any friend of yours whose name is Lenny.”

“Well of course you don't know Lenny Joseph, I just met him early this morning.”

“Early this morning?” Teresa asks.  “Oh he came by your grandparents' house?”

“No Teresa, I met him at the supermarket.”

“At the supermarket?”

“Yeah.  But forget about Lenny guys.”  Diane D turns back to Boris and says, “What else you have in the bag Boris?”

“Well I have extra Reggae Dance Hall CDs I picked up from the store and some napkins.  Hey why don't we all go in the back and let me show you all the CDs I brought.”

“Well, Teresa and I have to leave real quick and come back,” Joseph says.  “We have to drop my mother off at the airport?”

“Oh that's right Joseph,” Diane D says.  “Your mother is leaving for Florida.”

“Yeah and she wants to see me and Teresa before she boards her flight.”

“Okay.  Well you tell your mother I said ‘hello’ and tell her to have a safe trip.”

“Sure we'll tell her Diane.”

“Are you alright Diane?” Teresa asks.

“Yeah I'm alright Teresa,” Diane D says.

“Are you sure?”

“Yes I'm sure.  Listen y'all better get going, you can't keep your mom waiting.  You don't want her to miss her flight.”

“No we don't,” Joseph says.  “We'll be right back Diane.”

“Okay.”

“Joseph and Teresa pass Diane and Boris and go for the side door.  They open the side door, go out of it then close the door behind themselves. 

Boris smiles to Diane D and says, “Come Diane, let's go look at the CDs.”  Boris takes Diane D by the arm and leads her away towards the back of the hallway as she looks back towards the side door.

Joseph and Teresa are walking out on the sidewalk towards the street.  Teresa suddenly stops.  Joseph stops as Teresa turns to him and says, “You know Joseph, I'm kind of worried about Diane.  She seemed kind of nervous about something.  Something didn't seem right with her.”

“Yeah I notice that too.”

“She said she met some guy named Lenny at the supermarket early this morning.”

“So, what’s wrong with that?”

“Well when I spoke to her family on the phone a little while ago, they told me that Diane spent the night at her grandparents’ home and she never even left her grandparents' house until this evening.  That's why I thought maybe this Lenny person came by her grandparents’ house, but yet she claimed she met him at the supermarket.”

“Well obvious she wasn't telling the truth to us about this Lenny person.”

“Obvious she wasn't.  Joseph, maybe I should stay here with Diane to make sure she's alright.”

“Teresa my mother wants to see and hug both of us before she boards her flight.  We're coming right back.  Besides, Diane's here with her family.  Knowing them, they'll keep an eye on her.  Let's hurry and drop Mom to the airport so we can get back here.”

“Okay.”  Teresa and Joseph hurry off as Felix Green continues to talk with the group of people as he drinks a can of beer.

Diane D and Boris are in the kitchen with Diane D’s family and relatives as Boris says to them, “Hey everybody.  How's it going?”

“Hey Boris,” Gracy says.  “You got that Miles Davis CD I asked you to bring?”

“I sure do Miss Gracy.  I have it right here.”  Boris hands Gracy the CD.

Gracy takes the CD and says, “Thanks Boris!  Now my husband and I can get to slow dance later on.”  Everyone laughs a little.

Diane D looks around.  She looks at Gracy and asks, “Where's Dana Grandma?”

“I'm right here Diane!” Dana’s angry voice shouts.  Diane D and everyone else turn around and see an angry Dana, Tony and Mickey at the doorway as Dana asks, “Is it true Diane?!”

“Is what true?” Diane D puzzled asks.

Dana walks towards Diane D and says, “Mickey just told me and Tony about what happened involving that newspaper reporter Felix Green!”  Dana approaches Diane D and says, “He told us that Felix Green is gonna print bad shit in the newspaper about you and me using drugs!”

“Is that true Diane?” Tony asks.

Diane D sadly looks at Tony then says, “Yeah that's what we heard.”

“I had to tell Dana about this, Diane,” Mickey says.  “She has a right to know about it.”

“So that's why you were upset out in the hallway a little while ago,” Dana says.  “Listen Diane, I don't care what the hell that Felix Green says or writes about me, but I'm not gonna allow him to print bad shit about you!”  Dana turns to Mickey and asks, “Where did you say Felix Green was Mickey?”

“Mom and Dad said he went outside the building in the front.”

“Well I'm gonna go straighten him out!”

“Yeah me too!” Tony says.

Dana angrily walks away as Tony and Mickey follow off behind her.  Diane D's family and relatives grab Dana, Tony and Mickey as Barry shouts, “Wait a minute, calm down Dana!  You too Tony and Mickey!”

“No I'm not gonna calm down Uncle Barry!” Dana shouts, “knowing that asshole wants to print bad shit about my cousin!”

“We're gonna take care of Felix Green as soon as we find him alone Dana!” Mary shouts.  “We don't want too many people knowing about this!  Just calm down!  You're not going out there!  Just stay cool!”  Dana calms a little as the family holds on to her.  The family, Tony and Mickey calm a little. 

“Just relax everybody,” Barry says.  Dana relaxes.  The rest of Diane D's family and relatives relaxes.  Suddenly Dana breaks away from the family and relatives and runs off!  She dashes out the doorway as Diane D's family and relatives panic and go off after her!

Dana races down the back hallway as the rest of Diane D’s family and relatives race after her shouting, “Wait Dana!  Wait!  Come back here Dana!  Get back here!”  Dana ignores her family and relatives as she continues to race down the back hallway with her family and relatives in hot pursuit!
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Chapter 6


[image: ]




The Dana Vs. Newspaper Reporter Showdown!

––––––––
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Dana angrily bursts out of the side door and walks towards the sidewalk!  She angrily walks towards Felix Green as Tony, Mickey, Michael and the rest of the family and relatives hurry after her!  She then shouts to Felix Green, “Hey man!” 

Felix Green and the people with him turn around towards Dana.

Dana approaches Felix Green and shouts, “What the hell you doing talking about printing about my cousin and me using drugs?!”

“What?” Felix says.

Diane D’s family and relatives grab Dana and hold on to her as she shouts to Felix, “Are you planning to print in your newspaper that Diane and I were using and abusing drugs?!”

“I don't know what you're talking about!” Felix Green shouts.

“I heard you were planning to print in your newspaper about Diane and me using drugs the night she and I got arrested!”

“I don't know who the hell went back and told you that!”

“My cousin Mickey told me!  He said someone from your newspaper called here and told them about it, then he told me!  He told me you were planning to print that shit in your newspaper!”

“So what if I was?!”

“For your information, Diane and I do not use drugs!”

“Well that's what somebody told me, that you and your cousin Diane D were using and abusing drugs that night you two got arrested for drunk driving, weapons possession charges and stolen properties!”

“So you just gonna choose to believe that bullshit lie and be quick to print that in your newspaper?!”

“That's right!”

“So you're gonna slam my cousin and mess up her image like that?!”

“As far as I’m concerned, your cousin’s image is already messed up!”

“What!” Diane D’s family shout.

“You better not write anything like that about my cousin in your paper!” Dana shouts.

“What I write about your cousin has nothing to do with you!” Felix Green shouts.

“It has everything to do with me!”

“No it doesn't!  It is not your business!”

“Look! She's my cousin, she's my family, she IS my business motherfucka!”

“You really need to stay out of it!”

“I will stay out of it as long as you keep my cousin out of it!”

“Don't tell me what to do with my newspaper!”

“Don't slam my cousin in your newspaper!”

“I'll slam anybody in my newspaper I want to!  I have slammed people before!”

“Listen, I don't give a fuck WHO you slam!  You can slam anybody you want!  As long as that person is not my cousin or anybody else in my family!  Because if you slam my cousin or anybody else in my family, there is going to be a problem!”

“A problem?!  Are you threatening me?!”

“Exactly!”

“Listen, I don't appreciate anybody threatening me!  Just for that, I will slam your cousin in my newspaper tomorrow morning!”

“What!” Diane D’s family shout.

“That's right, you all heard!  Tomorrow morning, there will be an article in the newspaper with a headline that says ‘Diane D is a ‘crack head!’”

“What!” Diane D’s family shout.  “A ‘crack head!”  Diane D’s family is shocked and stunned.  They turn their heads and look at Diane D as Diane D stares at Felix Green with wide angry eyes!

Dana turns back towards Felix Green and shouts, “Why you no good son-of-a-bitch!” as she throws her fist punching Felix Green right in the jaw, then kicks him hard in the groin as the crowd screams!  Barry suddenly punches Felix Green right in the other jaw!  Felix Green falls to the other side as Michael throws both his fists, punching Felix Green right in the face also!  Suddenly Tonio throws his fist and punches Felix Green right in the face also!  Felix Green falls to the other side again then Mary throws her fist and punches Felix Green right in the face too!  Felix Green falls to the other side again as Tomas throws both his fists and punches Felix Green in the face too!  Felix Green falls to the other side as Mickey suddenly swings a 2 by 4 and whams the 2 by 4 right into Felix Green’s belly!  “Mickey!” the crowd shouts in horror as Felix Green bends and painfully grabs his belly!  The crowd continues to scream as Dana throws three hard blows into Felix Green's face again then knees him right in the stomach!  Michael and Diane D's family and relatives continue to viciously attack Felix Green!  The crowd tries to intervene and break up the fight!  They hold Dana, Michael and the rest of Diane D’s family and relatives back away from Felix Green as Michael and the rest of the family angrily scream at Felix Green! 

As some of the crowd hold Felix Green back, he holds his face and belly in pain.  He takes his hand away from his face and looks at his hand.  He becomes shocked to see blood all on his hand.  He breaks away from the crowd and goes the other way!  Some people in the crowd go after him! 

Felix Green goes into the catering hall as some of the crowd go after him.

The rest of the crowd try to calm Dana, Michael, Diane D's family and relatives as Diane D’s family and relatives continue to be hostile.  A few people in the crowd try to calm Mary as Mary shouts to them, “He had no right calling my child a ‘crack head‘!  He had no right!”  Mary angrily turns from the people and goes to Dana and Diane D as Diane D holds onto Dana.  Everybody else come and surround Diane D and Dana.

Felix Green painfully runs in the back hallway of the catering place as some of the crowd hurry after him!  He goes to the side and head into the men’s room!  He slams the door behind himself as the crowd approaches the door!  The crowd tries to open the men’s room door, but it is locked!  They cannot get in!  They bang on the door shouting, “Are you okay Mister!  Are you okay!”

Inside the men’s room, Felix Green limps towards the mirror holding his stomach and groin in pain as he hears the crowd shouting and banging on the door!  He ignores the shouting banging sounds as he looks into the mirror at his reflection.  He sees his bloodied and bruised face.  He sees both of his eyes swollen.  He touches and holds his painful stomach.  He becomes furious.  The shouting and banging sounds outside the door suddenly stop.  Felix Green then says to himself, “That fucking Dana!  Look what that bitch started!  I swear she is gonna pay for this!”  Felix Green angrily turns and walks away from the mirror.  He looks towards the bathroom door.  He then walks towards it.  He opens the bathroom door.  He does not see anyone outside of it.  He then walks out into the back hallway.

Felix Green angrily walks through the back hallway.  He does not see the crowd anywhere around as he walks towards the side door. 

Felix Green approaches the side door.  He stands there and looks through the glass on the door.  He sees the crowd still being hostile completely surrounding Dana as Tony, Michael, Diane D's family and relatives all try to calm her.

Several yards away on the sidewalk, Tony, Michael, Diane D's family and relatives continue to calm Dana.  They see Dana's mouth trembling.  “It's okay Dana,” Mary says.  “It's gonna be alright.”  They all then see a little blood dripping out of Dana's mouth.

“Oh my God!” Margarita shouts.  “She just bit her own lip!  Get some tissues!”

Mary reaches into her bag and shouts, “Tengo algunos tejidos!”

“Hold on Dana!” Barry shouts.  Barry, Mary, Margarita and Gracy hold some tissue up to Dana's mouth, holding the blood.

Several yards away, Felix Green comes out of the side door.  He angrily goes towards the crowd. 

No one in the crowd sees Felix Green coming as they all face Dana continuing to calm her with their backs towards Felix Green. 

Suddenly Felix Green starts to race towards Dana!

Diane D does not see Felix Green coming as she approaches right in front of Dana with more tissues, getting right into harm’s way as Felix Green suddenly leaps and kicks Diane D right into her back, knocking Diane D right into Dana like dominos!  The entire crowd screams in horror as Diane D and Dana are thrown right towards the street curb!  Diane D and Dana fall pass the street curb with Dana falling backward!  Dana quickly spreads her arms, fists and feet apart trying to break her fall as her back lands right on the street with Diane D landing right on top of her and Felix Green landing several feet away on the sidewalk!  The crowd continues to scream in horror as Diane D’s family rush right to her and Dana’s aid!  Diane D’s family bend down to her and Dana and hold on to them as the rest of the crowd approach and bend down to them too.  Diane D’s family and the crowd help Diane D and Dana sit up off the ground as they ask, “Are you two okay?!”  Dana looks at Diane D.  She holds onto Diane D checking on her.  She then asks, “Are you okay Diane?  Diane are you okay?”  Dana and the crowd worriedly look at Diane D as Diane D painfully tries to hold onto her back. 

Several feet away, Felix Green gets up off the ground!  He turns and rushes away!  A lot of people in the crowd turn and chase after him!

Dana quickly gets up off the ground!  She turns and rushes away after Felix Green!  Other people in the crowd turn and rush away after Dana as Tony, Michael and Diane D's family hold on to Diane D and help Diane D off the ground.

Nicolas, the Dianettes and the members of the Diaz-Davidson Band suddenly burst out of the front door of the catering hall as other people from inside the catering hall rush out behind them!  Nicolas, the Dianettes and the members of the Diaz-Davidson Band run right towards the street towards the commotion!  They suddenly scream and run the other way as Dana races right past them with a gun in her hand! 

The crowd who was chasing after Felix Green suddenly scream and flee in terror also as some of them turn and flee in one direction and others turn and flee in the opposite direction trying to get away from Dana as Dana races right through them going after Felix Green with the gun in her hand while the crowd who was running behind her turn and flee in other directions! 

Barry, Tonio, Tony, Michael, Mickey and some of Diane D's relatives start to race after Dana shouting, “Dana!  Dana!”

Nicolas, the Dianettes and the members of the Diaz-Davidson Band turn back around and run right back towards the commotion as Diane D races right past them running after Barry, Tonio, Tony, Michael, Mickey, her relatives and Dana as she shouts, “Dana!”

Nicolas and the Dianettes call out to Diane D and shout, “Diane!  Diane!” 

Diane D ignores them all as she continues to race after Barry, Tonio, Tony, Michael, Mickey, her relatives and Dana!

Nicolas, the Dianettes and the members of the Diaz-Davidson Band start to race after Diane D and shout, “Diane!” as other people from inside the catering hall and the rest of the crowd start to race behind them!  

Felix Green runs down the sidewalk as he turns his head around!  He turns his head back forward and continues to run down the sidewalk as he desperately tries to flee from Dana!

Dana runs down the sidewalk continuing to chase after Felix Green with the gun her hand!

Barry, Tonio, Tony, Michael, Mickey and Diane D’s relatives run down the sidewalk continuing to chase after Dana shouting, “Dana!”

Diane D runs down the sidewalk continuing to chase after Barry, Tonio, Tony, Michael, Mickey, her relatives and Dana as she shouts, “Dana!”

Nicolas, the Dianettes and the members of the Diaz-Davidson Band run down the sidewalk continuing to chase after Diane D shouting, “Diane!” as other people from inside the catering hall race behind them!

Felix Green quickly runs right to a street corner as he turns his head around!  He turns his head back forward and runs right across the street passing a few cars desperately trying to get away from Dana!  He quickly runs to the next street corner then runs down the street of the next block!

Dana runs to the street corner!  She then runs right across the street passing a few cars!  She quickly runs to the next street corner!  She then runs down the street of the next block continuing to chase after Felix Green with the gun still in her hand!

Barry, Tonio, Tony, Michael, Mickey and Diane D’s relatives run to the street corner as they shout, “Dana!”  They run right across the street passing a few cars also!  They run to the next street corner then run down the street of the next block continuing to chase after Dana shouting, “Dana!”

Diane D runs to the street corner!  She then runs right across the street passing some cars also!  She quickly runs to the next street corner!  She then runs down the street of the next block continuing to chase after Barry, Tonio, Tony, Michael, Mickey, her relatives and Dana as she shouts, “Dana!”

Nicolas, the Dianettes and the members of the Diaz-Davidson Band run to the street corner as they shout, “Diane!”  They start to run across the street after Diane D!

On the next block, Felix Green rushes to a car as he quickly looks back towards Dana!  He unlocks the car door, rushes into his vehicle and quickly shuts the door behind himself!

Several yards away, Dana rushes into her dark blue car and quickly shuts the door behind herself! 

Felix Green starts up his engine! 

Barry, Tonio, Tony, Michael, Mickey and Diane D's relatives approach Dana’s car as Dana starts up her engine!  They all try to open Dana’s car doors.  They are not able to open the doors.  “My God all the doors are locked!” Tonio shouts.  “She's not letting us in!”  Tonio and everyone else start to bang on Dana’s car windows as they all shout, “Let us in Dana!  Let us in!”

Felix Green then speeds his car away!

“Watch out!” Michael shouts.  “She's about to pull off!”  Michael, Barry, Tonio, Tony, Mickey and Diane D's relatives quickly back up and move out of the way as Dana pulls off and speeds off after Felix Green‘s vehicle!  Michael, Barry, Tonio, Tony, Mickey and Diane D's relatives scream and rush off after Dana's vehicle on foot!  They stop and desperately look at Dana’s vehicle!

Barry turns to the others and shouts, “Come on, we have to go after her!”  Barry, Tonio, Tony, Michael, Mickey and Diane D’s relatives turn around and run back the other way!  They run right into Diane D as Barry shouts to her, “Come on Diane!  We gotta go after Dana!  Let’s hurry to the cars!”  Diane D quickly looks towards Dana’s vehicle’s direction then quickly turns around as she, her relatives, Barry, Michael, Tony and Mickey run back the other direction!

Several minutes later, inside the family van, Barry sits behind the wheel driving as Mary sits in the front passenger seat.  Diane D, Michael, Margarita, Tomas, Tonio and Marilyn sit in the back seats looking out the windows for Dana's and Felix Green's vehicles.  Mary turns around to Diane D and asks, “Diane, are you okay baby?  Are you hurt bad?”

“I'm alright Mom,” Diane D says.  “I’m still in pain, but I’m okay.  Which way did they go?  Which way did Dana's car went?”

“I don't know baby.”  Mary turns to the rest of her family and asks, “Do any of y'all know which way Dana's car went?”

“No we have no idea Mary,” Barry says.  “We just gotto keep looking, especially before it gets dark!”

“All we know is that we gotto hurry and find Dana before she gets into an accident or something!” Margarita shouts.

“Yeah,” Tomas says.  “At least find her before the police finds her!”

“Yeah that's true,” Barry says.  The entire family is desperate, trying to find Dana's vehicle.  They look out in the street and do not see any sign of Dana's or Felix Green's vehicles.

Felix Green's vehicle is speeding on the highway passing several cars!

Inside the car, Felix Green’s face is all bloodied and bruised as he quickly looks into the rearview mirror.  As he looks into the rearview mirror, he suddenly sees a dark blue car change from another lane then come right on to his lane speeding right towards his vehicle!  “What the....,” he shouts.  He puts his car into high gear!  He speeds his car down the highway more fast!

The dark blue car speeds down the highway more fast behind Felix Green‘s car, going after Felix Green's car!  The two cars speed at around 80 miles per hour as they miss and go past other cars!  They continue to race down the highway!

Inside Felix Green’s car, he glances into the rearview mirror again.  He suddenly hears a gunshot!  “What the....,” he shouts again.  He becomes frightened and ducks his head!  “Oh my god!” he shouts.  He speeds his car more fast!

The dark blue car speeds more fast!  It comes along side Felix Green's car as they both race at 100 miles per hour!

Inside Felix Green’s car, he is frightened as he continues to speed!  He suddenly hears another gunshot and ducks his head as his car jerks!  “Oh my God!” he shouts again.  He then notices that the other car is trying to push him off the road!  “My God!” he shouts.  “She's trying to push me off the road!  She's crazy!  I think she’s trying to kill me!”  Felix Green’s car speeds away from the dark blue car!  He suddenly hears a third gunshot and ducks his head as one of the rear windows in his car shatter and breaks.  “Oh shit!” he shouts.  The two vehicles continue to race down the highway going at 100 miles per hour!  They go past other cars as motorists and passengers from other cars scream with fright!

A police car sits on the side of the highway.  Inside the police car, two white male police officers spot the two vehicles racing down the highway!  The officer behind the steering wheel gets on the police radio and speaks into it shouting, “Calling all units, calling all units!  There're two cars speeding down the highway!  I think they're both going over 100 miles per hour!  They seem to be racing with each other!  Go after them!  Roger!”  The police put on their sirens.  They put on chase and speed into the highway!

The police car speeds down the highway past other vehicles!  They chase after the speeding vehicles! 

After a couple of minutes, the police cars are about to catch up with the two vehicles.  The dark blue car suddenly slows down then quickly pulls off at a ramp!  It speeds up the ramp and quickly exits the highway!

The dark car goes into the service road and speeds around the corner!

The police car continues to go after Felix Green's vehicle!  They soon catch up to it. Felix Green’s vehicle slows down.  “Pull over to the right!” a voice shouts from the police car speaker.

Felix Green's vehicle pulls to the shoulder of the highway.  It slows down then stops.  The police car pulls up behind Felix Green's car then stop.  The two officers get out of their car and walk towards Felix Green's car.  They approach Felix Green’s car.  They see one of the rear windows shattered.  They also see a bullet hole on the side of the car.  The officers look at Felix Green.  One of them says, “Do you mind telling us what the hell is going on?!  What happened?!  What were you and that other car doing speeding on the highway?!”

“She was trying to kill me!” Felix Green shouts.  “I had to get away from her!”

“What!  What are you talking about?!  Who was trying to kill you?!  Step out of the car.”  Felix Green opens the car door.  He limps out of the car trembling.  He closes the car door behind himself.  The officers see his face all bloodied and beat up.  “What in the world happened to you?!” the first officer asks.  “It looked like you got beat up or something!  What happened?!”

“That broad just tried to kill me!”

“Broad?” the second officer says.  “What broad?!”

“Diane D's cousin!  You heard of The Diaz-Davidson Organization before, right?!  The family owned charity organization that performs all over the country for charity?!”

“Yes I heard of them.”

“Well you know Diane D right?!”

“Yes I know who Diane D is.  She's the one who sings and dances on stage with The Dianettes.  The one who was arrested with her cousin Dana for drunk driving and weapons possession charges and stolen properties several months ago.”

“Exactly!”

“Diane D’s cousin tried to kill you?”

“Yes!”

“Which cousin?” the first officer asks.

“The same cousin Dana who was arrested with her!”

“The one who was suspected of shooting down all those traffic cameras?!”

“Yeah that's the one!  It was Dana!  She just tried to kill me!”

“She did?”

“Yes!”

“Why would she want to kill you?!”

“Because I threatened to their family that I was gonna print about Diane D using drugs the night Diane D and her cousin Dana got arrested and that I was gonna print Diane D is a ‘crack head‘!  That's when her cousin Dana attacked me!  She punched me right in the face, then the rest of Diane D's family and relatives jumped in and attacked me as well, including her husband, her parents, her uncle, her grandfather and her brother!”

“What!  All of them attacked you?!”

“Yes!”

“You work for a newspaper?”

“Yes I do!  I'm a newspaper reporter.  I work for the local newspaper.”

“You do?”

“Yes!”

“I see.  So after Diane D’s family attacked you, did Diane D herself attack you too?  Did she throw her fist at you?“

“No, she didn’t get a chance to!  She didn‘t need to attack me with her family doing all the attacking!”

“Wow.  So what happened after Diane D's family attacked you?”

“I ran off and went into the men’s room at the catering place where they were having an event.  After I left the men’s room, I went back outside to Diane D’s family and tried to attack her cousin Dana back!  I ran right towards Dana and jumped to try to kick her down!  Somehow Diane D got right in the way and I wind up kicking her instead and she and her cousin Dana both fell down on the street curb, so did I!  That's when her cousin Dana and I both got up off the ground!  Then she came after me and chased me down the street!  Then we both got in our vehicles and she chased me right on the highway!  She chased me for a while, then I heard a gun shot!  I got so scared, then I heard another gunshot!  That time, my car jerked!  Then she tried to push me off the road!  As I was getting away from her, I heard a third gunshot!  That's when one of my windows shattered!  Then I heard the sirens!  That's when she pulled off and got off the highway as soon as she heard the sirens!”
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