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	Introduction

	 

	The LionheART Guide to Formatting EPUBs is a companion guide to The LionheART Guide to Formatting Paperbacks, and The LionheART Guide to Editing Fiction and is a comprehensive, step-by-step guide to formatting your manuscripts in Word, conversion to EPUB and publishing on Smashwords.

	A reader should not be able to tell whether a book has been published independently or traditionally just by reading it – and quite simply, they also deserve a self-published book to be of the same high standard as a book from one of the major publishing houses. This means getting all the elements right – not just the story, but also the editing, formatting and cover.

	There are two options for getting the formatting right: hiring a formatter or learning to do it yourself. This guide is for authors who want to be intimately involved (and in control) of every aspect of their book. I wanted to compile a reference tool which is simple, easy to use and full of tips to help you.

	If you prefer to spend your time writing, LionheART Publishing House offers a range of high-quality, low-cost publishing services, full details of which are on the website: www.lionheartgalleries.co.uk

	*

	As writers we are wordsmiths, creating a world, characters and story with language, and punctuation is one of the tools of language. To ignore it, except for rare exceptions, to me is like Monet painting with badly mixed colours, or Michelangelo attempting to sculpt using a hammer when a chisel is needed.

	Words are what we do, language is our medium and punctuation is our tool. When I write, I want to take my readers to my world, to join my characters on their journey, to experience their challenges, traumas and desires. I want them to take this journey with me, without noticing the individual words, full stops or commas. I want them to lose themselves in the story, not in the mechanics of it, and this will only happen if all the elements are right.
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	Because Smashwords, and other distribution sites, send books to a large number of retail sites, including Apple, Barnes & Noble and Kobo, their requirements are very stringent. However, it is still easier to publish through Smashwords than formatting and uploading separately to all the available e-bookstores.

	The surest way to ensure your book passes the Smashwords review processes is to use their “Nuclear Method”. I’m afraid it is time-consuming, but it is still quicker (and far less frustrating) than taking shortcuts, failing the epubchecker, and then trying to work out why and how to fix it.

	*

	Formatting for e-books is not straightforward. What you see in Word will not necessarily be what the reader sees on their device. There are a multitude of e-readers out there – Nook and Kobo are popular, along with iPads, iPhones, and Android tablets and smartphones. Within each brand there are a number of options, each with a multitude of possible settings: font size, line spacing, margins, colour and screen rotation. An incorrectly formatted e-book, e.g. with extra spaces at the end of a paragraph, line breaks instead of paragraph breaks, extra paragraph breaks or tabs can result in blank lines and blank pages to interfere with your readers’ experience.

	In a well-formatted book, readers will not notice the formatting, allowing them to lose themselves in your story. This will not only attract readers, but also help you gain good reviews, and help you build a strong author brand.
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