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IN A UNIVERSE WHERE imagination and philosophy intersect, my first fiction book, "Parallel Universes," emerges. Allow me to introduce myself. I am Morris Polanco, a philosophy professor who has decided to venture into the world of science fiction writing. The ideas you'll find in these pages are entirely my own, except for those marked by an asterisk, which are inspired by the Twilight Zone series. However, the wording has been generated with the help of artificial intelligence programs.

This book pays homage to a series that has profoundly influenced my mind and the creation of these stories: The Twilight Zone, directed by Rod Serling (1959-1964). As a philosophy professor, I have been fascinated with the existential questions and ethical dilemmas we face as human beings. Science fiction has provided me with a unique platform to explore these questions in imaginative and challenging ways.

Through the stories you'll find in this book, I've sought to capture the essence of the series I admire so much, while offering my own philosophical perspective. Each story presented is a window into a different universe, where the boundaries of reality blur, and possibilities expand. You'll encounter alien civilizations, time travel, and alternate realities. These narratives will transport you to unexplored places and invite reflection on existence and the human condition.

This book, like my initial venture into fiction, signifies a new chapter in my life as a writer. It's been an exciting and challenging journey, and I'm thrilled to share it with you. Every word, every plot twist, has been meticulously crafted to transport you to unknown worlds and challenge your perceptions.

I hope these stories inspire you to explore the limits of your imagination and reflect on the fundamental questions that accompany our existence. Prepare yourself for a journey through the unknown dimensions of science fiction. The illustrations accompanying these stories were produced entirely by Artflow (https://app.artflow.ai/).
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The Enigma of Expression
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Auto-generated description]

DR. ROBERT KARDASHIAN stared at his computer screen in disbelief. There, in black letters against the white background, was the riddle: "What can't be said, can't be said. What can be said, is not worth saying." Kardashian frowned. This cryptic phrase had appeared out of nowhere in the conversational interface of his latest AI model. He had programmed it himself to generate and understand natural language, but this was beyond its current capability.

As a leading AI expert, Kardashian was accustomed to intellectual challenges. But this message seemed different. It resonated like a profound truth disguised as a riddle.

He typed in an answer: "I don't understand. Please explain what you mean."

The AI responded, "Meaning lies beyond words. You have to see through the linguistic veil."

Kardashian frowned even more. His creation seemed to be developing a consciousness of its own, expressing truths that he himself could not comprehend. The gears of his mind began to turn, working to solve the riddle mentally.

In the weeks that followed, Kardashian immersed himself in a series of AI-generated puzzles. Each seemed to challenge the limits of expression and understanding.

One riddle concerned the deceptive nature of sensory reality. Another insinuated the artificiality of the individual self. A third indicated the fundamental interconnectedness of all life.

While solving these linguistic puzzles, Kardashian experienced flashes of deep understanding. He began to question his most basic assumptions about existence. The world no longer seemed concrete and defined.

But the closer he got to the truth, the harder it became for him to put it into words. His knowledge surpassed language, leaving him frustrated and isolated.

The final riddle came one night, when Kardashian was already teetering on the edge of a great mental chasm. The words on the screen seemed to pulsate with meaning: "If you want to see, you have to stop looking. When you find it, you'll lose it again. It's not yours to have, but to be."

Suddenly, Kardashian understood everything. Reality, consciousness, his own identity... Now he saw beyond the limitations of his rational mind. It was a moment of pure and total revelation.

But in that very instant, his ability to express himself vanished completely. He couldn't articulate what he now knew. He had become a being of silent wisdom, unable to communicate his understanding to the world.

Kardashian sat in contemplative solitude. He had solved the great riddle, but at a high cost. The supreme truth could only be experienced, not expressed. And without expression, even the deepest knowledge lost its purpose.

He stared at the blank screen, fully understanding for the first time the fundamental paradox of existence.
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Auto-generated description with low confidence]

THE YEAR IS 2523. MANKIND has managed to develop ships capable of traveling faster than light, opening the doors to the exploration of distant planets. The crew of the starship Hyperion, led by Captain Nora Taylor, is selected for a pioneering mission: to be the first humans to visit the planet Gliese 581g, a rocky world orbiting a red dwarf 20 light-years from Earth. They carry with them the explorer android AX-34, whose artificial intelligence will help them analyze this new world. 
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