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Chapter 1: The Last Chance
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The fluorescent hum of the newsroom, a drone that had once fueled him, now sounded like a death knell in Julian Thorne's ears. The air, thick with the stale miasma of old coffee and unfulfilled ambition, felt like a physical weight pressing down on him. He didn't need to look at the clock to know he was on borrowed time.

His editor's weary eyes and tight-lipped frown were a roadmap of professional disappointment. A single sheet of paper landed on Julian's desk with a soft *thud*. He didn't need to read the words; he already felt the weight of the ultimatum. 

A junior reporter's barely concealed smirk as they passed his desk echoed the hollow respect he once commanded. His reputation, once the envy of the newsroom, was now a cruel joke. The photo on the paper showed the Alabaster Archives, a grand Neoclassical building that looked more like a mausoleum than a library.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 2: The Race Begins
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Kansas City's fall chill clung to the air as Julian's car glided past the Jazz District, where neon signs flickered against the gray morning. The Archives loomed ahead, its stark façade a contrast to the city's vibrant mix of historic brick and modern glass. It was, like Julian, a place caught between the past and the future. 

The accompanying note whispered of a century-old scandal buried within the private historical collection of the Lincoln College Preparatory Academy. Julian's journalistic instinct—a sharp, predatory hunger—stirred from its slumber. He saw the Archives not as a repository of knowledge but as a vault holding a career-saving secret.
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Chapter 3: The Library's Fate
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