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      I twiddled my thumbs anxiously as I sat in the hospital waiting room. Soon, I was to undergo an experimental gene therapy. But as with any innovative, barely tested medical procedure, there was always the possibility that something could go wrong. Despite this, and my fear of invasive operations, I volunteered; I had nothing to lose.

      Because, in one year, I was going to die.

      At twenty, doctors diagnosed me with a condition that was proven to be fatal. It went beyond what existing science could comprehend, and I didn’t have much longer to live at this point. After withering away for an agonizing time, I had only a year left—and this was my last shot at a chance of survival.

      “Mr. West, please follow me,” a woman said, disrupting my gloomy thoughts.

      I glanced up, noticing a woman dressed in white scrubs. I rose from my chair, nodding as I fought the temptation to frown in response to her compassionate gaze. To be honest, I was sick of people attempting to force sympathy to make me feel better about my predicament. She escorted me down a packed corridor and eventually into a brightly illuminated room. The white walls made me feel uneasy; they reminded me of an insane asylum.

      “Wait here,” the woman instructed. “Try to relax somewhat and make yourself comfortable.” She exited the stale, sterile room and shut the door behind her.

      I plopped into a chair and sighed heavily as I awaited the doctor’s arrival. Time seemed to move at a snail’s pace. I glimpsed the clock on the opposite wall and wished it would go faster. After a five-minute wait, the door swung open and a white lab coat-clad figure entered. His wide smile caused me to sigh internally; his false pity only grated on my nerves further.

      “Hello, Mr. West,” he greeted, closing the door.

      “Please, just call me Brandon,” I said, trying to keep my tone as neutral as possible.

      “My name is Doctor Miles Curran, and I will be performing your surgery.” He began jotting things down on a clipboard before peering at me after a few moments. “Change into the robe over there,” he said, motioning to a nearby table. “Any belongings you have should be left with Nurse Gray. She’ll be here soon to see how you’re doing.”

      “Alright,” I replied glumly. I wasn’t looking forward to putting on that dreadful garment; not only were they itchy, but they also allowed breezes into regions of my body where I didn’t want them.
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