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      STRATEGIC EXPLORATION AND RECOVERY AGENCY

      The Strategic Exploration and Recovery Agency (SERA) operates across borders to locate, secure, and protect historically significant artifacts, lost technologies, and suppressed knowledge. Its operatives work with international partners under classified agreements to investigate threats that cross the lines of history, science, and national security.

      

      The mission is clear:

      

      
        
        Preserve the past. Protect the future.

      

      

      

      You are now holding one such file.

      

      Discover new missions and uncover the full story at:

      www.SERAops.com
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      Before You Start Reading...

      Start with Grant Colson’s origin story—Black Ice—and see how it all began. It’s free for readers who join the mission archive.

      Get early access to future SERA operations, subscriber-only stories, and classified behind-the-scenes intel.

      Scan the QR code or visit:

      

      aaronrlinsdau.com/sera/black-ice
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      Operational overview. Key points of interest marked.
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      Global overview map. Operation zone marked in western western Pacific near the Caroline Islands.
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      Western Pacific reference map. Operation zone marked on Woleai Atoll, within the Caroline Islands of Micronesia.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CHAPTER ONE

          

        

      

    

    
      WOLEAI ATOLL, Western Pacific — 2210 Hours Local Time

      

      Grant slashed his machete through a thick tangle of vines, clearing a path through the rain-soaked jungle. The damp leather grip slipped under his fingers. Sweat and rain made it slick. Crushed leaves and churned-up soil filled the air with their sharp, earthy scent.  

      “Nothing like a midnight hike through a storm to make you appreciate the little things,” he muttered.

      Behind him, Luis picked his way through the mud, his boots squelching with every step. The sticky, rain-churned ground sucked at their feet.

      “Is this really necessary? Couldn’t we just walk in during the day?”

      Grant simply shook his head, splashing through the midnight mud. He continued hacking his way through the jungle.

      “Would’ve been nice to drop onto the old Japanese landing strip. It’s World War II vintage. Still sitting out there on the atoll, mostly forgotten.”

      “You know we can’t,” Grant said, sidestepping a slick root. “Your idea, remember? Move at night, stay undetected. Brilliant plan.”

      Luis sighed. “I know. But now I’m having second thoughts.”

      “Too late for that. We’re already here,” Grant said. “No backing out now.”

      A jagged bolt of lightning slashed across the sky, igniting the dense jungle in a flickering burst of green and black. The air reeked of wet earth and decaying vegetation, the storm amplifying the thick, humid weight pressing down on them. Rain hammered the canopy, barely reflecting the light, leaving the terrain cloaked in near-total darkness.  

      Thunder rolled across the sky, deep and distant, like something massive shifting in the heavens.  

      They pressed forward, following a hacked-up jungle path. Someone had already done most of the work, slashing through the vegetation to carve a rough trail. But this wasn’t just for convenience. It was a deliberate funnel, steering anyone following into a predictable route. 

      Grant slowed, scanning ahead. His instincts prickled. Something felt off. “Picking up anything on Rover?”

      Luis swept the RF detector side to side. The stubby antenna barely protruded from the matte casing. The rugged little spy, known as the SF-108 Signal Finder, was just “Rover” to SERA teams. It wasn’t built to sweep city blocks or intercept distant chatter. Instead, it worked only for close-range work. Designed to catch the faint electrical signatures that most electronics leaked, nothing short of a crude bomb rigged with a mercury switch and a car battery could hide. If electronics had a chip inside, the Rover would find it. 

      Luis felt its faint haptic vibration in the drumming rain.

      “Yeah. Stop now.”

      Grant froze mid-step, fingers tightening around his machete. His night vision goggles revealed nothing but black.  

      “Switching to thermal,” he muttered.
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      With a flick of the selector, the jungle erupted into a chaotic mess of heat signatures. Monkeys leaped through trees, a snake slithered through the underbrush, their body heat rippling in the rain. Too many visual hits overloaded the display with color. The jungle was wild and alive in the middle of a tropical storm.
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