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Introduction

SENSE AND SENSIBILITY, the celebrated novel by Jane Austen, stands as one of the greatest achievements in English literature, skillfully blending narrative charm with sharp social critique. Since its first publication in 1811, the novel has captivated readers with its vivid portrayal of human nature, familial relationships, and the tension between emotion and reason—between “Sensibility” and “Sense.”

In this Annotated Edition, I have aimed to provide a deeper and more engaging reading experience for contemporary audiences. For each chapter, I have selected key passages and enriched them with:


	
Lexical Clarifications to assist readers in understanding the classical English language.

	
Historical and Social Context to illuminate how early 19th-century English society influenced the characters’ actions and decisions.

	
Literary Analysis to highlight narrative techniques, plot development, and the inner struggles of the characters.

	
Critical Insights to explore the moral, social, and psychological lessons Austen weaves throughout the story.



This edition seeks to go beyond a simple reproduction of the text. It is designed as an educational and immersive journey, allowing readers to delve into the subtleties of Austen’s writing, appreciate the depth of her characters, and understand the social and emotional dynamics of the time.

I hope that readers find in this edition both enjoyment and enlightenment, gaining a richer appreciation of a classic that continues to resonate more than two centuries after its publication.

Souibi Ali

Editor and Commentator
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Chapter 1: Key Passage

"THE FAMILY OF DASHWOOD had long been settled in Sussex. Their estate was large, and their residence was at Norland Park, in the centre of their property, where, for many generations, they had lived in so respectable a manner as to engage the general good opinion of their surrounding acquaintance."

Annotated Commentary

1. Lexical Clarifications


	
"Settled": In this context, "settled" means established or residing in a particular place for a long period.


	
"Engage the general good opinion": This phrase indicates that the Dashwood family had earned the respect and approval of their community through their conduct and status.




2. Historical and Social Context


	
Inheritance Laws: The mention of the Dashwood family's estate being passed down highlights the significance of property and inheritance laws in 19th-century England. Under the system of male primogeniture, estates were typically inherited by male heirs, often leaving female relatives with limited financial security.


	
Social Status: The family's long-standing residence and respectable manner of living underscore the importance of social standing and reputation during this era.




3. Literary Analysis


	
Narrative Tone: The opening sentence sets a formal and descriptive tone, establishing the Dashwood family's esteemed position in society.


	
Foreshadowing: The emphasis on the family's respectability subtly foreshadows the challenges they will face when their status and wealth are threatened.




4. Critical Insights


	
Class and Gender Dynamics: This passage introduces themes of class and gender, highlighting how the Dashwood family's social position is intricately tied to their estate and inheritance rights, which are predominantly controlled by male heirs.


	
Setting the Stage: By detailing the family's established life at Norland Park, Austen sets the stage for the impending upheaval that will challenge their way of life.




Chapter 2: Selected Passage

"MRS. JOHN DASHWOOD now installed herself mistress of Norland; and her mother and sisters-in-law were degraded to the condition of visitors."

Annotated Commentary

1. Lexical Clarifications


	
"Installed herself mistress": She made herself the head or manager of the household, asserting authority.


	
"Degraded to the condition of visitors": They were reduced to a lower social status within the home, merely guests rather than residents.




2. Historical and Social Context


	
Inheritance Laws: In early 19th-century England, property typically passed to male heirs (primogeniture). This explains why John Dashwood inherited Norland, leaving his stepmother and stepsisters without ownership.


	
Role of Women: Women depended heavily on men for financial security. The Dashwood women’s reduced position reflects the vulnerability of women without inheritance or independent wealth.




3. Literary Analysis


	
Symbolism: This passage reflects the tension between familial duty and personal ambition, showing John Dashwood’s weak adherence to his father’s intentions.


	
Characterization: Mrs. John Dashwood is depicted as self-serving, prioritizing her own status over her stepmother and stepsisters.




4. Critical Insights


	
Social Hierarchy: Austen highlights how changes in social and financial power can drastically affect lives, particularly those of women.


	
Power and Vulnerability: The passage underscores the disparities in authority among the characters and how some exploit power for personal gain.




––––––––

[image: ]


Chapter 3: Selected Passage

"ELINOR, THIS ELDEST daughter, whose advice was so effectual, possessed a strength of understanding, and coolness of judgment, which qualified her, though only nineteen, to be the counsellor of her mother, and the guide of her younger sisters."

Annotated Commentary

1. Lexical Clarifications


	
"Effectual": Means effective or capable of producing the desired outcome.


	
"Coolness of judgment": Refers to a calm, rational, and thoughtful approach to decision-making.


	
"Qualified her... to be the counsellor": Indicates that Elinor’s intelligence and composure make her suitable to advise and guide her family despite her young age.
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