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This book is dedicated to the giants who came before us, to create a magical place for so many to grow up and to contribute positively to their community, Canada and beyond. Thank You!

To my grandparents, Francesco and Concetta Sarlo and Sante and Angelina Carbone, who had the strength to travel to the new world, endure the hardships and help create a magical place.

To my parents, Albert and Marion Sarlo, who did what they could to make my childhood magical.

To my wife Laura, my children, Andrea and Frank and their spouses, Ilya and Shannon, and my grandchildren, Benjamin. Patrick, Lindsay and Matthew, who have done their part in retaining the culture, customs and traditions that have shaped my life.
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Written by Jerry Bumbacco and Harvey Barsanti

––––––––
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Congratulations to Frank Sarlo on taking the initiative to write the story of a place, time and culture that has contributed so much to Sault Ste Marie, Canada and beyond. We are both honoured and happy to contribute this Foreword and being a small part of this extensive, heart-warming work.

When we first spoke with Frank and we agreed to get on board with this project, we thought it would be a short, simple task - pleasantly reminiscing and recalling the West End of our pasts. Little did we know that every time a name or subject was mentioned it would lead us to a new story or recollection. As you will see, many of these stories are both humorous and highly informative.

Frank correctly observes that so many well-known, highly successful people in sports, medicine, education, business and law came from that small Sault area. He proudly suggests that this reality is abnormally higher than what happened in other city locales. Can this be explained or is it just coincidence?

‘The West End’ accurately depicts the uniqueness of this place, the multicultural make up of its residents and the closeness of its community. The unwritten rule was to never embarrass the family, community or culture and always support each other.

Frank argues that its relative isolation, within the early Sault

city boundaries, combined with the blending of the many families’ traditions and customs collectively contributed to making the West End of that time period unique.

You will also learn of the serious, often nasty prejudices that the Italians and other immigrants then were forced to endure. There is also a recollection of the existence of a Soo Michigan KKK chapter and its attempt to burn a cross in the West End.

Frank provides compelling descriptions of these many courageous immigrants, many of whom, left families and friends for what was literally a ‘new world’. The large influx of immigrants inspired the creation of a self-sufficient community, one with its own social clubs, familiar churches and customs.

Cheering for the success of sports teams and Italian athletes was common and expected. The stories and achievements of a number of many prominent West End families are highlighted. Frank, also, recounts the history of the Sarlo family, appropriately titled ‘My Story’. Frank highlights his family’s life and experiences but you could easily substitute many other West End families and their similar stories.

Frank unselfishly gives credit to all who contributed to this project, even though, in the retelling of their memories means that they were also rewarded recalling the good times of their West End.

Frank identifies the West End of that time as a magical place To this day, these memories bring comfort with their feeling of safety, security and belonging. He points out that walking anywhere without a care was the norm. Whether coming home from an 11 pm shift at Algoma Steel or walking a girl home from night skating at Central Park, you always felt safe and protected. Everyone knew that we were in a place where we belonged because we were being watched over by that special community.

In researching this project, Frank discovered that everywhere

he turned people would eagerly volunteer more West End stories. However, recalling our old community may bring tears of joy and more of sadness as we remember friends, loved ones and a place that is sadly missed.

‘The West End’ is not primarily intended to simply provide a recollection of times past. Frank’s project may have started that way, but it quickly evolved into something much more meaningful. Our Italian community culture was not just an offshoot of ‘old world’ Italy. It was a blending, a melting pot if you will, of the many varied and unique dialects and customs found in Italy. In the West End, it was not unusual for a Southern Calabrese to marry someone from Northern Italy – something rarely done in the ‘old country’.

We hope you will take the time to enjoy this wonderful account of our special time in a magical place. Get a glass of your finest red wine, sit back and let this book take you back to a unique time and place - sadly one that has passed away. It was a period in our Sault history when customs and characters, made the complex appear simple. The memories of good times and great people will be with us forever.
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Once upon a time

The world was sweeter than we knew Everything was ours


How happy we were then But somehow once upon a time

Never comes again

Composed by Charles Strouse, with lyrics by Lee Adams




––––––––
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Once upon a time, close to the moving waters and shielded by the mountains and forests, was a magical place, known as the West End, where people gathered from far away bringing their religion and culture. They were a happy people - strong, hardworking, friendly, kind, caring and generous.

Young men came by ship and then by train to find work and assist their families in escaping the pain of poverty. They built the railways and highways. They soon found jobs in the industries created by one of the foremost visionaries of the time at the center of North America. Having scrimped and saved for years, these young men were able to bring their wives and children to join them. Some returned home to find partners to join them in making a new life.

These strong and resilient people endured squalor, poverty, disease, tragedy, prejudice and hate to create a unique sense of community in their neighbourhood. They survived the Depression, World Wars and threats of internment while instilling a love for their new country and still retaining their Old World religion and culture.

Land was purchased near the industries that provided work and houses were built to hold their growing families. Gardens of fruit and vegetables were planted to provide the nourishment needed during tough times. Churches and buildings for mutual benefit societies were constructed to assist in providing a simple safety net while also preserving their religion and culture. Public schools and a Catholic school were built and excellent teachers were available to educate the young to flourish in this new world. Many started businesses within this increasingly self-sufficient community, one that could now provide for everyone’s needs and wants.

The happy, strong, hardworking, friendly, kind, caring and generous people, who helped make their unique community magical for those that would follow were giants. I have been blessed to grow up in the place these giants created – the West End! For me and others, who were born in and around the 1940s inherited a wonderful multi-cultural experience with endless opportunity without the pains of war, a great depression, poverty, prejudice and hate. The children of the first immigrants led the way for us in becoming a contributing part of the overall community of Sault Ste. Marie in politics, business, the professions, charitable pursuits and sports. With a legacy of a strong work ethic and spirit to succeed, the following generations from this small urban area fostered multi-cultural cooperation and understanding that surely far exceeded the dreams of those first immigrants.

Although much of the original West End community has been lost, its legacy remains in the memory of those who know and love it. Their heirs will continue to excel at home and around the world.
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After completing my doctorate, I was interested in writing a book about the Soo Greyhounds, our Ontario Hockey League team. I have been associated with the ’Hounds’ in various capacities, since 1972. The result was ‘Hound Town: One of the best hockey towns anywhere’. I enjoyed the research and writing so much that I decided to follow it with a book about Sault Ste. Marie, the city where I was born and raised. I had always considered that there was a truly unique spirit in the Sault and its people. My second book project included many personal interviews with wonderful individuals. Some were like me- life long Sault people. Others had chosen to move here and stay. The experience was exhilarating - and ‘A Special Place’ was my result.

A few years ago, I had travelled with my wife and friends to Donnici Superiore, the Calabrian village near Cosenza, where my grandparents and father were born. The hospitality and friendliness of people we had never previously met, fruit and vegetable gardens, food they so readily prepared for sharing with us, and the eerily familiar church reminded me of growing up in the Sault’s West End. For probably the first time, I realized how difficult it must have been to leave this beautiful place to go to a new land to find work to support themselves and their families. The visit raised a feeling of nostalgia, one that I could not shake.

The thought of writing a book about the West End began to percolate with me. I took a ride to the area where I was born and raised. Memories came flooding back. However, I was

hesitant. People born and raised in the West End are very emotional about the positive feelings that they have for their early life there. Was it simply nostalgia that many people feel about the “good old days” - or was it something more? The more I thought about it, the more I was interested in examining it. Was it possible to capture what they and I felt so keenly?

My Cosenza and Donnici experience led me to take a closer look at the West End where I grew up. The people who lived there helped make me the person I am today.

I sat down for coffee with Harvey Barsanti and Jerry Bumbacco, my friends since childhood. We reminisced about the old days and how lucky we were to grow up the way we did in the West End. We looked for a word that would best describe this time in our lives. Jerry came up with the description that we all agreed on: ‘Magical’. It indeed was a magical place in our age of innocence.

Next, I went online to the SSM Public Library website to view some of the ‘Sault Ste. Marie Oral Histories’. A close friend of ours, Cathy Shunock and her associate, Wendy Hamilton, created an initiative to video record a series of interviews with various Sault people. The interviews are a treasure trove of interesting histories. More than thirty of these interviews were West End born and raised. I watched them all and took notes. The excitement captured in these videos made my decision easy. I would do my best.

My research extended to just before 1900, when non-British and French immigrants came to Sault Ste. Marie. The available sources revealed the horrible conditions that were endured by these resolute individuals. They withstood, often, fierce hate and prejudice. And yet, those first immigrants were able to create a wonderful community and a magnificent legacy. In my mind, these people were giants!

Throughout this book, I explore the various elements that

came together to create this magical place, one that bred and sustained so much success. It is also a story from my earliest memories to the time I first left for university.

This book is divided into six distinct parts. Each tells a West End story, ones that highlight our community’s beginnings and the amazing legacy left by its people’s lives, hopes and dreams. Only when I began to think about the West End, I knew did not fully grasp the full scope of their achievements. It is difficult not to be a little awestruck by what the West End produced. The first immigrants invariably placed education at the top of their list. They profoundly understood that education would give their children the basis for success no matter where they might choose to work - the industry, trades, businesses or the professions. The emphasis these giants placed on education, sport and culture combined to give us world-class achievers everywhere.

The journey of the first immigrants from their Old World home here to work and provide for their families is a remarkable study. They paid the price by living in squalor without water and sanitary sewers. Out of the squalor, with hard work, strength, resilience and undying spirit, they created their community with houses, churches, schools, societies and clubs, businesses, parks and recreational facilities.

In the early West End years, these first immigrants not only survived the squalor - they also overcame vicious discrimination and hate. Over the years, they survived the Great Depression, two World Wars and threats of internment. Through it all, these giants instilled a love for their new country in their children while retaining their Old World religion and culture.

It was fun, even though sometimes heartbreaking, to hear about the memories and activities of the prior generation and my own generation. Depicting these customs and cultural traditions rekindled the pride that I so often experienced in my life.

A unique sense of community became rooted in a relatively small city area – a footprint measuring less than 300 acres (0.44 square miles or 1.4 square km). The West End was adjacent to the Soo Locks, the hydroelectric power plant, Algoma Steel, the Abitibi paper mill, the chrome plant and the railways. Everything for work, home, sustenance, religion, education and recreation were available right there. For many people, there was no need to go outside the West End. They were self-sufficient and safe.

Family was very important to the immigrants in this multi- national and multi-cultural community. Parents instilled a belief in their children that they could be whatever they chose provided they worked hard, loved and respected family and enjoyed their culture and traditions. It did not matter whether they chose to work in industry, trades, business or the professions. A glimpse of the history of a few of the recognisable families confirms this belief in action.

The final book sets out my story, a typical one for those of us growing up in the 1940s and 1950s. After a look at my family’s background, I move to my experiences during both elementary school and high school years. There is no doubt in my mind that I grew up in a magical land created by giants. After reading the book, I hope you agree.
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You’re a winner for a lifetime

If you seize that one moment in time Make it shine


Give me one moment in time When I’m more than I thought I could be



When all of my dreams are a heartbeat away And the answers are all up to me

Give me one moment in time When I’m racing with destiny Then in that one moment of time I will feel

I will feel eternity

Albert Louis Hammond/John Bettis

––––––––
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Photo courtesy of Gene Ubriaco

The West End and its enduring legacy is bounded by Gore Street on the east extending to West Street with the CPR tracks and the St. Mary’s River as its northern and southern limits. The entire area comprises 115 hectares (284 acres or 0.444 square miles).1 This small Sault District not only contained its people, their homes, businesses, churches, schools, clubs and societies. It was also where major

industries were located - the Canal, Power Company, Abitibi Power and Paper, the Chrome Plant and the Railways.

Algoma Steel, though west of the area, had one of its main entrance gates on West Street.

The West End was an ethnic area, predominately Italian the farther west you went, but it included Anglo-Saxon, French, Polish, Ukrainian, Croatian and Syrian people. There were also several Ojibway families. Other larger cities in Canada and the United States would have similar ethnic areas

but I doubt that these places supported such large ethnic community concentration without multi-story buildings – the West End’s reality. For me and many who know the West End, it is amazing to realize how many successful individuals were born or grew up in the area - or are descendants from them. Politics, the professions, business, industry, sports

and entertainment have each been influenced by West End people. There are so many, that I am unable to do justice to them all. This Legacy book is a cross-section that begins with a few of our recognizable sports heroes. Additional names are set out in Appendix 1 attached hereto.


Chapter 1 Sporting Achievements

Brothers Phil and Tony Esposito are two of the West End’s favourite sons. They grew up on Alexander Street between Huron Street and John Street across from Blessed Sacrament Church. Their father, Pat Esposito, was General Manager at Algoma Contractors, a company that worked inside Algoma Steel. Both Phil and Tony attended King Edward Elementary School and then St. Mary’s College for high school. They joined others from the West End playing city league hockey and high school football.

A centerman, Phil made his way to the NHL with the Chicago Black Hawks after playing junior hockey in St. Catherine’s, Ontario. Goaltender Tony was a star at Michigan Tech (Houghton, Michigan, located about four hours from the Sault in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula). He played for a short while in Vancouver and Montreal before finding a home with the Chicago Black Hawks. Jerry Bumbacco, who received a hockey scholarship at Michigan Tech after high school sang Tony’s praises to his coach, who agreed to allow Tony to try out as a walk on. While at Michigan Tech, Tony and Jerry were roommates. Tony was selected as a three-time All American.

Phil Esposito

After being drafted by the Chicago Black Hawks into the National Hockey League, Phil played for them for four years. After a blockbuster trade to the Boston Bruins, Phil won two Stanley Cups as a Bruin. He ended his playing career with the New York Rangers having scored 717 goals and 1590 points over 18 seasons. His accomplishments include the following: Two-time Hart Trophy winner as NHL’s Most Valuable Player in 1969 and 1974; Five-time Art Ross Trophy as NHL’s leading scorer in 1969 and 1971-74; Two-time Lester B. Pearson Award winner as NHL’s Outstanding Player in 1971 and 1973; Six-time NHL First-team All-star from 1969 to 1974; Two-time NHL Second-team All-star in 1968 and 1975; Appeared in ten NHL All-star games; Received the Lester Patrick Award for his contributions to hockey in the United States in 1978.1

Phil was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1984. He has coached and acted as a general manager in the NHL, where he was also instrumental in the establishment of the Tampa Bay Lightning franchise. Phil was a driving force in Canada’s victory over the Russian national team in the classic 1972 eight-game series.

Phil was called up to the Chicago Blackhawks when Pat Nardini, Harvey Barsanti and I were attending Assumption University (now the University of Windsor). The Blackhawks were playing in the first round of the playoffs against the Detroit Red Wings across the river. Phil gave us tickets to the games in Detroit. After the games, he invited us to join his teammates for some social time. It was pretty special having a beer with Phil, Bobby Hull and Stan Mikita.

Tony Esposito

After being traded to the Chicago Blackhawks Tony played with them for 15 outstanding seasons. He soon became

known as Tony ‘O’ recognizing the many shutouts earned while compiling a fine 2.73 goals-against average. Tony joined his brother Phil in Canada’s 1972 victory over the Russians. Tony’s accomplishments include a 1969 Stanley Cup; three- time Vezina Trophy winner as the NHL’s top goaltender in 1970,1972 and 1974; Calder Memorial Trophy winner as the NHL rookie-of-the-year in 1970; three-time NHL First-team All-Star in 1970, 1972 and 1980; Two-time NHL Second-team All-Star in 1973 and 1974; and he appeared in six NHL All-star games from 1970-1974 and 1980.

Tony was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1988.2 Tony passed away 2021.

The City of Sault Ste. Marie’s ‘Esposito Park’ is located close to where Phil and Tony grew up and honed their hockey skills.

Don (‘The Count’) Grosso

One of the earliest success stories in West End sports came from west of the CPR tracks. Skinny Don Grosso was nicknamed ‘The Count’ because of his uncanny resemblance to Dracula. The versatile left-winger is best remembered skating alongside Sid Abel and Eddie Wares on the Detroit Red Wing’s ‘Liniment Line.’ According to Don, they had so much ice time on their regular shift, killing penalties and on the power play that one of them was always hurt.

Playing from 1938 to 1947 in NHL, when there were only 6 teams, Don’s best regular-season performance came in 1941- 42, when he registered 23-30-53 totals to finish third in NHL scoring and established a new Detroit single-season record for most points in a season.

Don saved some of his best hockey for the playoffs. He was a money player, always at his best in the big games. During the 1942 post-season, Grosso tallied a Stanley Cup-record

14 points, eight of them coming in Detroit’s seven-game loss to Toronto in the finals. His hat trick in Game 3 of the 1943 finals at Boston paved the way for Detroit’s 4-0 series win. It was the only time Grosso would win the Stanley Cup. In 1944-45 Grosso was traded to Chicago in mid-season as part of a package which allowed Detroit to grab perennial all-star defenseman Earl Seibert. He would also briefly play with the Boston Bruins.3

A few years ago, the Marconi Cultural Event Centre held a sold-out event called ‘West of the Tracks’, honouring the achievements of Lou Nanne and Gene Ubriaco, both of whom were born and grew up in the West End, west of the tracks. Gene was born on James Street in 1937, while Lou was born in 1941, a few blocks away on Allan Street across from my grandparents’ house. Both, like Phil and Tony, grew up where the important things in life were faith, family, friends, food, music and sports. They played outdoors from morning to night except to eat. Hockey was always outdoors on the street or rinks. Phil Esposito explained that he was 16 years of age before playing on artificial ice. Hockey was the bond for many of those growing up in the West End.

Lou Nanne

Lou Nanne’s father owned a grocery store on the corner of Albert and James Streets, which he purchased from his father- in-law, V.E. Greco. His mother and aunt owned a women’s clothing store, the Ideal Shop, across the street from the grocery store. Lou grew up wanting to become a dentist because it was the profession of his mother’s brother, Dr. Eugene Greco.

After playing juvenile hockey in the Sault, Lou decided to play hockey for the University of Minnesota Gophers because they offered a Dentistry program. Lou did not pursue a dentistry

career, but his younger brother, Michael, who followed him to Minnesota did become a dentist. Lou became the Gopher’s captain and he was the first NCAA defenceman to win the scoring title. Lou became a U. S. citizen in order to play in the 1968 Olympics with the U.S. Team. Congress had to pass a special bill to make him a citizen in time. Lou played and roomed with Herb Brooks, who coached hockey at the University of Minnesota, winning three championships. He became a friend. Lou supported Brook’s bid to become the 1980 U.S. Olympic Team coach, gold medal winners at Lake Placid. The win is memorialized in the film, ‘Miracle on Ice’.

Before graduating to the NHL, Lou played in four World Cups and one Olympics. He played his entire professional career with the Minnesota North Stars. Scotty Bowman described Lou as ahead of his time as a rushing defenceman. Off the ice, Scotty called him ‘friendly’, a Sault Ste. Marie trait. Phil Esposito said that Lou was his kind of hockey player, one that never quit. His teammate, NHL Hall of Famer, Glen Sather, once said that it seemed like Lou knew everyone in Minnesota. Lou was always willing and able to assist his teammates in finding whatever they needed. Sounds like a gopher!

When the Minnesota North Stars were struggling through a last place season, Lou was asked to take over as General Manager. Over objections of ownership, his first move was to hire Glen Sonmor as coach. Within four years, in 1981, Lou and Glen were able to get the North Stars to the Stanley Cup finals, losing to the New York Islander dynasty. They made the playoffs seven years in a row under Lou. While General Manager, Lou drafted many star players, such as Bobby Smith, Dino Ciccarelli, Mike Modano, Brian Bellows, Neal Broten and Craig Hartsburg.

Besides broadcasting NHL, NCAA and Olympic games, from 1964 until he retired in 2024, Lou broadcast the Minnesota State Hockey Championships. He is known as the voice of

Minnesota high school hockey, a popular sport across the entire state. Lou’s son and grandsons have followed his lead. They were also University of Minnesota Gophers team captains. His daughter’s son plays for the Minnesota Wild in the NHL. His grandsons, Tyler and Lou, won Minnesota high school hockey championships.

During his 60 years of hockey involvement in Minnesota, understanding how things evolve, Lou is recognized for his great contribution to the growth of hockey in Minnesota and, for many, the face of Minnesota hockey. He is a member of the Minnesota Sports Hall of Fame.4

Gene (Ubie) Ubriaco

Gene recorded 162 goals, 258 assists, and 420 points in 456 American Hockey League (AHL) games spanning nine seasons, which included a career-high 42 goals and 86 points during the 1965-66 season with the Hershey Bears. He spent his final three years as a player in the NHL with the Pittsburgh Penguins (1967-68), the Oakland Seals (1968-69) and the Chicago Blackhawks (1969-70). He posted 39 goals, 35 assists, and 74 points in 177 regular-season games.

Gene then turned to coaching, beginning his coaching career at Lake Superior State University in 1972-73. Four years later, he led the International Hockey League Milwaukee Admirals to the Turner Cup playoffs to become the first International Hockey League coach to lead an expansion team into the league’s postseason. In 1988-89, Gene moved on to the National Hockey League to coach the Pittsburgh Penguins. Under his tutelage, the Penguins shattered several team records and advanced to the Stanley Cup playoffs after a seven-year absence. He posted a 50-47-9 record with Pittsburgh. He, then, gained international coaching experience by heading up the Italian Olympic Team during the 1992 Winter Games in

Albertville, France.

In 1994, Gene moved back to Chicago to become the first head coach of the Chicago Wolves in the American Hockey League and guided the expansion team to a 34-33-14 record and a playoff berth. He compiled a 61-61-20 record with the Wolves during a three-year span, which included a two-game interim stint during the 1996-97 seasons. Gene served as the team’s director of hockey operations (23 years) and senior advisor (11 years) remaining active as the Wolves ‘Senior Advisor/Director of Hockey Operations’. Gene has also been dedicated to numerous charitable causes, including the American Hearing Impaired Hockey Association where he has been involved since 1974.

During his 26 years as a professional hockey coach in the professional ranks, Gene has been honoured as Coach of the Year in the United States Hockey League (1973-74), Eastern Hockey League (1979-80), Central Hockey League (1982-83), and American Hockey League (1983-84).5

Having a daughter (Francine Gassi) living in the Sault, Gene and his wife Nella, make regular visits. When I run into him from time to time, he talks about more than hockey. It’s about family, friendship and food. Besides being a popular after- dinner speaker, he is a talented artist. His sketches of the West End are highlighted in this West End story.

Phil, Tony, Lou and Gene

Phil, Tony and Lou were General Managers in the National Hockey League (NHL) at the same time: Lou (Minnesota North Stars) Phil (New York Rangers) and Tony (Pittsburgh Penguins). Lou says that Tony wouldn’t even talk trades with him and Phil because he felt they would take advantage of him. Tony had immense respect for their abilities.

Phil, Tony, Lou and Gene have all been inducted into the United States’ National Italian Sports Hall of Fame. They join sports heroes Rocky Marciano, Vince Lombardi, Franco Harris and Mario Andretti to name a few.

In a later chapter, the early years’ accomplishments of Phil, Tony and Lou in bringing the All-Ontario Juvenile Hockey Championships to Sault Ste. Marie are highlighted. These teams included many more excellent players from the West End. One of the key contributors to their success was Angelo Bumbacco. I have had the pleasure of knowing Angelo and his family since I was very young. As a lawyer, I acted for his sporting goods business, Bumbacco Sports, and the Soo Greyhounds, a team, where he was instrumental in its founding. Later, I joined Angelo as a part owner and a director of the Soo Greyhounds, a privilege that continued until his death.

Angelo Bumbacco

Angelo’s and his family’s life centred on hockey. He ended up coaching because he wasn’t good enough to play on the teams he created. A master fundraiser, he raised enough money for several teams. Angelo laughed when he told the story of raffling off the same lamp, donated by Stan Boniferro’s West End Hardware, four different times to raise money for equipment because the raffle winners did not want the lamp. His biggest supporter was Algoma Contractors, a business owned by Nick DiPietro. It supplied the money for Angelo’s teams in hockey and baseball. The kids in the area all benefitted from Angelo’s generosity, assisting them to do well in sports and academically. (6) Angelo is known as the Sault’s Mr. Hockey in Sault Ste. Marie. In ‘Hound Town’ I wrote that:


“Angelo Bumbacco is one of Sault Ste. Marie’s best-known hockey figures and is affectionately known locally as ‘Mr. Hockey’. He has been involved in local hockey for close to






seventy years. Bumbacco was one of the original founders and directors of the Soo Greyhounds in junior hockey and still sits on its board of directors. He is a member of the Hockey Hall of Fame, has acted as its chair, and has received the H. P. Broughton Award as Sports Person of the Year and a Northern Ontario Hockey Association Medal of Merit. City Council named a room in his honour in the Essar Centre, the home of the Greyhounds. The Ontario Hockey League has also paid tribute to him, naming the Western Conference championship trophy the ‘Angelo Bumbacco Trophy’. Bumbacco has served as a scout for the National Hockey League’s Detroit Red Wings, Chicago Blackhawks, Pittsburgh Penguins, New York Rangers, and Tampa Bay Lightning. He earned a Stanley Cup ring as a scout with Tampa Bay when they won the title in 2004.”7



Long before the Soo Greyhounds existed, Angelo had demonstrated his generosity at all levels of hockey. He treated his players as if they were his own children, often providing winter clothing to the players that couldn’t afford them, lending out his car and feeding them. Many of Angelo’s players became very successful in hockey and otherwise. Angelo told me that the St. Catherine’s team that won the Memorial Cup had five Sault boys playing for them. At the time, Angelo’s teams and St. Catherine’s team were affiliated with the Chicago Black Hawks. Angelo often told me that he was the happiest in hockey when his players continued to visit him well after they were successful. He often mentioned that the visits from Jerry Bumbacco and Harvey Barsanti were priceless.

The 1956 Winter Olympics

In November 2023, I had coffee with Bill O’Donnell, who is writing a book about the six Canadian hockey players on the Italian National Hockey Team during the Winter Olympics in Cortina d’Ampezzo in 1956. It was the best Olympics showing

that the Italian National Hockey Team has enjoyed before or since. If that team had won one of its two tied games with Germany and Austria, they would have made it to the medal round. They played the Canadian team hard and lost three to one with one goal scored into the empty net. They won their consolation game winning all three of their games. In summary, they won three, tied two and lost one and finished seventh overall.

Of the six Canadian players, three were born and raised in the West End: Carmine Tucci, Bernie Tomie and Aldo Maniacco. During the tournament, Aldo was tied for overall scoring with the Canadian team player, James Logan, each having twelve points. Carmine, Bernie and Aldo were the forerunners for the many talented players from the West End, who played in Italy, such as Mario Coletti, Alfie Coletti, Carlo Longarini, Julio Francella and so many more through the years that have chosen to play professional hockey in Europe.

Special recognition is given to Carmine Tucci, whose family has made application for his induction into the Sault Ste. Marie Hockey Hall of Fame for his lifelong contribution to international hockey. It seems like more than a reasonable request. Besides being part of Italy’s success at the1956 Olympics, Carmine played on four World Championship teams and four Italian National teams. Perhaps of more lasting significance was Carmine’s influence on Italian hockey over the years as a hockey player and coach of both professional and amateur teams from 1952-1987. Described in Italian and German newspaper tributes as “a pioneer in hockey from the earliest days of the sport, one of the strongest and best defenceman in Europe in the 50s and 60s and the best imported player Italian ice hockey ever got”. As a coach “He laid the basis for future successes and was an example for countless future generations”.

Carmen stayed and made his home in Italy. The Italian press

proclaimed in 1990 following his death “No other Canadian/ Italian player gave so much of himself to ice hockey as this 56 year old pioneer. He lived practically only for his chosen sport” and was “One of the greatest Italo-Canadians of all time”.8

Bill O’Donnell also provided me with an article written by Mike Commito in Panoram Italia, the Italian-Canadian Magazine. Mike is the grandson of Don Lato, who was also West End born and raised. When Mike started writing about hockey, as a historian, he learned that his grandfather was quite the player in his own right. After playing for his high school team, Don played junior hockey with local teams in the Sault scoring goals at a rapid pace assisted by his line mates Ron Sartor and Mario Coletti. Don and Ron Sartor were both invited to play for the Italian National Team at the European Junior Tournament. They won gold in the tournament. Living the experience through his grandfather’s scrapbook and photos, Mike felt closer to a grandfather he had never met.9

Soo Greyhounds Senior Hockey

In several interviews, I was told about the exceptional natural talent of hockey and softball players that decided not to leave their hometown. Among them were the Biocchi twins, Terry and Tulio, and Johnny Offidani. Norm Tucci believed that Terry and Tulio were the most talented of his generation. He also said that when Detroit Red Wings legend Alex Delvecchio saw Johnny Offidani play, he said Johnny was good enough to play for the Detroit Red Wings. In the 1950s, I was fortunate that my father would take me to the Greyhound games and these players became my heroes. In my eyes, similar exceptional talent was present on the Greyhound defence with Johnny Longarini and Joey Bumbacco.

Boxing

Jack Delerbo, taught by Charlie DeSimone, won at a Golden Gloves Tournament, a great honour. The tournament’s name stems from the small gold charm in the shape of a boxing glove that is awarded to each winner. Many Golden Gloves champions went on to become professional world champions. Among them were Joe Louis, Sugar Ray Robinson, Barney Ross, Floyd Patterson and Sugar Ray Leonard. Jack paved the way for another exceptional boxer, Joe Brunetta, who also became a Golden Gloves Champion. During the Second World War, two West End boys boxed while in service: John Archangeletti in the Army and Frank (Pee Wee) Cuncic in the Navy. Frank was married to my mother’s sister, Jenny.

Powerlifting

Joe (Hoppy) Diodati and Ben Cinelli are two of those known for powerlifting from the West End. The Sault Ste. Marie Powerlifting Club had its glory years between 1972 and the 1990s. According to Cinelli, who at one time ranked fourth at the provincial level, it was the sport’s golden age. The Sault team won provincial and national championships, with some members also competing on an international level. Diodati, one of the first to start a personal fitness studio in the Sault, also started a powerlifting club. He trained some of the strongest men in Canada and several Mr. Canada champions. His trainees held powerlifting championships for many years.10

Track and Field

Folgo Della Vedova came to Canada with his parents in 1956 and lived on May Lane in the West End. He taught and coached javelin throwing at St. Mary’s College and St. Basil’s high school. Folgo, who is described as one of the best all round athletes to

come out of the Sault’s secondary school system, went on to set records throughout his university career as an elite javelin thrower. Striving for excellence, he competed at a Masters level in provincial, national and international meets. Breaking records with his javelin throws; Folgo claimed one gold medal, two silver medals and one bronze medal during his time at university. While competing for three decades in provincial, national and international meets, he was a Canadian national track and field team member from 1978 to1980. He exceeded the 1980 Olympic javelin qualifying standards, only to be disappointed by Canada’s decision to boycott the Olympics in Moscow. Folgo received a National Achievement Award from the Province of Ontario for his distinguished performance in the field of Amateur Sport. Folgo, also, received the Sault’s Medal of Merit for his athletic achievements. He has been inducted into the city’s Sports Hall of Fame.11

Ron and Rick Francis

Success in sports also followed Ron and Rick Francis, whose mother and her parents (Zarantini) lived on Rome Street, just a few doors down from my grandparents, west of the tracks in the West End. The motivations that drove West End athletes before them were not diminished - they continued on stronger than ever. The Francis brother’s achievements speak for them.

Ron Francis

Ron attended St. Mary’s College, where he was a member of the St. Basil’s Club for academic excellence. By the time Ron was two years old, he was on skates and in organized hockey by the age of three and a half. His team, the Soo Legion Midgets, won the All Ontario Championship. While playing for the Soo Greyhounds, he was drafted fourth overall and called up by the Hartford Whalers as an eighteen-year-old. After being traded,

he won two Stanley Cups with the Pittsburgh Penguins. Playing for 23 seasons, Ron retired in 2004, standing second all-time in career assists (1249) behind only Wayne Gretzky; fifth in career points (1798); third in games played (1731); and 27th in career goals (549).

Ron was a member of two Stanley Cup Championship teams in 1991 and 1992 and a four-time NHL All-Star (1983,1985,1990 and 1996). He was awarded both the Lady Byng Trophy (exhibiting sportsmanship) and the Frank J. Selke Trophy (two-way playing ability) in the same season in 1995. He also received the Lady Byng Trophy in 1998 and 2002 and the 2002 King Clancy Memorial Trophy as a player best exemplifying leadership qualities on and off the ice. Ron has made noteworthy humanitarian contributions in his community. Ron was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 2007.

He was President of Hockey Operations with the Carolina Hurricanes before being named the first General Manager of the Seattle Kraken in 2019. They have won a playoff round in their second season. In addition, Ron has carried out humanitarian and charity work in the cities he has lived.12

When Frank Caputo and I were acting as lawyers for NHL hockey players in the 1990s, we represented Ron in his negotiations with the Hartford Whalers and other legal work. It was always a pleasure being with Ron and seeing firsthand, his intelligent decision-making and excellent work ethic. It was an honour for Frank and I to be present at his wedding and the NHL awards ceremony, when he received the Lady Bing Trophy, the same ceremony in which Garden River First Nation’s Ted Nolan received his Coach of the Year award.

Rick Francis

Rick, Ron’s younger brother, started in the Special Olympics when he was around fourteen years old. In 1982, Rick attended

the provincial games and competed in swimming. Known as a fierce competitor, Rick has competed numerous times at the regional, provincial and national levels in swimming, floor hockey, Nordic skiing and ten-pin bowling. In 1997, he competed at the Nationals in cross-country skiing held at Canmore, Alberta. Rick then qualified for the World Winter Games in Collingwood, where he won a pair of gold medals. In 1997, Rick was awarded the Canadian Athlete of the Year and he was also awarded the Sault Ste. Marie Medal of Merit.13

Rocky DiPietro

Rocky is another example of an excellent athlete, whose grandparents were part of the families from the West End. After playing football for his junior and senior Sault Collegiate high school teams and the Sault Steelers, Rocky went on to a brilliant all-star Canadian Football League (CFL) career. Rocky was inducted into the CFL Hall of Fame in 1997.

After high school, Rocky played for the University of Ottawa, turning pro with the Hamilton Tiger-Cats in 1978. Rocky retired following the 1991 season leaving the following legacy: the CFL’s all-time pass reception leader in 1989 (slotback and wide receiver); All-Eastern All-Star (1981, 1982, 1986, and 1989); All Canadian All-Star (1986 and 1989); Most Outstanding Canadian Player Award (1982 and 1989); Lew Hayman Trophy Winner – Most Outstanding Canadian Player, Eastern Division in 1986; Grey Cup player (1980, 1984, 1985, 1986, 1989; Grey Cup champion (1986); Hamilton Tiger-Cats Walk of Fame 1994.14 The Sault’s main football facility is named the Rocky Dipietro Field.

Harvey Arcangeletti

Harvey is the son of John Arcangeletti, who was born and

raised in the West End. The walls of the Arcangeletti living room attest to Harvey’s athletic accomplishments spanning three decades. There are medals, ribbons and plaques encased in glass, numerous photographs of Harvey competing at national and international events, and those especially prized honours recognizing his contributions nationally, provincially and in his home city. For this multitalented athlete, someone recognized in floor hockey, ice hockey, baseball and swimming, it was track and field where he truly excelled. Harvey competed in 100, 200 and 400 metre races, as well as with the team relay. He was a member of the 4x4 relay team that captured gold in Vancouver, and he also set Provincial and Canadian records in the 200-metre individual race. His accomplishments include Track and Field, Floor Hockey, Ice Hockey, Baseball and Swimming recognition; Canadian and Ontario Special Olympic Athlete of the Year; 1994-2005 National and International Track and Field Special Olympian – Multiple Gold Medal Winner; 1996 Ontario All-Round Athlete of the Year. Harvey received the Sault Medal of Merit in 1996. He was also inducted into the city’s Sports Hall of Fame in 2007.15

Sault Ste. Marie Hockey Hall of Fame

Inductees to the Sault Ste. Marie Hockey Hall of Fame include Don Grosso, Eddie Bumbacco, Barry Martellini, Nick Della Penta, Ron Francis, Dr. George Shunock, Julio Francella, Walter Maich, Carlo Longarini and Paul Dipietro, 10 of the 27 Hall members with a West End connection.

Sault Ste. Marie Sports Hall of Fame

The Hall of Fame inductees include Larry Tomie, Folgo Della Vedova, Aaron Fiacconi, Tony Celli, Len Monico, Rick Francis, Harvey Archangeletti and Rocky Dipietro, all having a West End connection.
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Chapter 2

Achievements in Politics, Professions, Business and Entertainment


[image: ]




The goal of the West End immigrants and those that followed them was doing all they could to ensure their children had a better life than their own. For many, education assumed primary importance. There were well-educated professionals from their own community for their children to emulate. In the West End, these individuals included Dr. Angelo Gardi (medical doctor), Dr. Eugene Greco (dentist), Dr. Ernest Greco (medical doctor) and I. A. Vannini (lawyer). As the years passed, their sons and daughters took up the challenge to become successful in politics, professions, business and entertainment. Others were more comfortable pursuing careers in industry. This sampling of those with West End legacy connections illustrates the success earned by so many from the community.

Politics

The Honourable Ronald A. Irwin

The Honourable Ronald Albert Irwin was raised with his grandparents (Delabbio) in the West End after his mother was incapacitated by a motor vehicle accident. Ron attended Sault

Collegiate Institute before attending the University of Western Ontario and receiving his call to the Bar from Osgoode Hall. Ron established a law practice in his hometown but politics became his true love. Always a hard worker and family man, Ron was dedicated to his community and country. Ron also loved music and football. You might find him joining a band with his accordion or playing a piano or on the football field, refereeing games.

During his tenure as the Sault’s mayor, Ron helped transform our waterfront from industrial use to a people-oriented place, including relocating the Civic Centre to its present site. Truly a leader and visionary, Ron is the only local political leader to have served as school board trustee, city councillor, mayor, Member of Federal Parliament, privy councillor, ambassador and consul general. In Prime Minister Jean Chretien’s government, Ron was appointed Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development. Later, he became Canada’s ambassador to Ireland and then Consul general of Canada in Boston.

While in Ireland, his residence was across the street from Bono’s house, famed U2 rock band member. Ron said that when he first arrived, he thought that all the people lining the street were there to welcome him as the new ambassador.

Ron received Sault’s Medal of Merit and in 1975 he was made a member of the Order of Canada. The Ronald A. Irwin Civic Centre is a testament to his many public contributions. A good friend and law partner, it was my pleasure to work on Ron’s many political campaigns.1

Mayor Nicholas Trbovich

Mayor Nicholas Trbovich was Sault’s mayor from 1975 to 1979. He continued the work of transitioning the waterfront from industry to the people-oriented place it is today. Nick had

been elected a West End alderman for multiple terms before becoming Mayor. He owned a grocery store on Queen Street West, west of the tracks, one of the many West End grocery stores. Nick was well known for his kindness and charitable work.

Throughout the years, other West End aldermen have blessed the city with representation. These include Carmen Talarico, Tony Nino, Mike Sanzosti, Art (Sonny) Gualazzi, John Ferris, Vic Gardi, Marsh Barsanti and Joe Fratesi Mike Sanzosti also acted as interim mayor for a time.

Below is a photo of the Mayor and City Council for the years 1978-1980. The Mayor, Nicholas Trbovich, and six aldermen, Marsh Barsanti, John Ferris, Arthur Gualazzi, Joseph Fratesi, Victor Gardi and Mike Sanzosti, all had their roots in the West End.

[image: image]

Courtesy of The Corporation of the City of Sault Ste. Marie Photo

Professions

Dr. Angelo Gardi

Dr. Angelo Gardi was the first medical doctor coming from Italy to the West End. Angelo lived with his parents on Huron Street. He administered professional medical care, making day or night house calls. Dr. Gardi provided medical services to G. Marconi Society members under their mutual benefit plan. I came into the world delivered by Dr. Gardi. Whenever, I saw him, he was immaculately dressed, a smile on his face and ready to recount the events on the night of my birth.

Dr. Ernest Greco

Ernest was the first Italian doctor born in the Sault. After graduating in medicine, he served in the Air Force Medical Corps during the Second World War, before returning home to practice family medicine. Dedicating his life to his patients, Ernest was popular and highly respected, especially by the Italian community. His nephew, Vincent Greco writes about his uncle’s dedication to his patients:


“He could be found at he hospital at all hours, seeing to their care. He was also one of those doctors who would make house calls as needed, often being paid in produce or poultry.”2



Dr. Eugene Greco

Eugene was the Sault’s first Italian dentist. He excelled at football, being a four time all star. He was named the Most Valuable player in 1935 and led his team to a championship the following year. In 2001, he was named to the University of

Toronto’s All-Century “Legends” football team. After returning home, he assisted the legendary football coach, Tom Tipton, to coach the Sault Collegiate Wildcats. He also coached the Rover hockey team to a NOHA championship, the first all Italian team to win this title. After a long dentistry career, Eugene became the first Director of Dental Public Health for Algoma, where he almost single-handedly established the hockey mouth guard program, which is universal today.3

The Honourable Justice I. A. Vannini Q.C.

Justice Ilvio Anthony Vannini (1916-1998) was born and raised in the West End. Anthony (as we called him) attended Sault Collegiate before pursuing his education at the University of Toronto and Osgoode Hall. His almost 50-year legal career started as defence counsel where he excelled. Anthony was named Queen’s Counsel in 1960 and then was appointed to the bench for the District of Algoma (later called ‘Justice of the Superior Court) in 1966. He was the first judge born in Sault Ste. Marie, the first judge in Ontario and second in Canada of Italian descent.

Growing up in the Italian community, Anthony was our role model and an influence in my decision to become a lawyer. On two occasions, he refused invitations to the Supreme Court of Ontario, electing to remain in the city he loved. Anthony was a man of integrity, dignity and eloquence, whose life was his law books and his profession. After decades of close association with the police forces, the Sault Ste. Marie Police Services Building was named in his honor. Shortly after his death, the Court House Library was also named after him. Since 1998, the

G. Marconi and Elettra Marconi Societies present the Justice I.

A. Vannini Award recognizing the accomplishments of Italian descendants in the fields of academia, culture or sports.4

The Honourable Justice Ray Stortini

The Honourable Ray Stortini was born and raised on May Lane in the West End. Ray spent his early years as a Steel Plant labourer, Great Lakes seaman and insurance adjuster, before receiving his belated B.A. from the University of Western Ontario in 1956, as an adult special student. He graduated from Osgoode Hall Law School in 1960. Ray had a general law practice, acted as a Special Federal Prosecutor and was the first Area Director of Legal Aid. Ray was appointed a Judge of York County (Toronto) in 1971, appointed to the Algoma District Court in 1976 and then appointed a Justice of Superior Court of Justice in 1990. Ray established the first community service order program in Canada in Toronto in conjunction with the Toronto John Howard Society. He also set up a pilot project for a case management system and conducted trials in both official languages. Ray retired from the bench in 2004. During his time as a practicing lawyer and after retirement, he has given his time to societies, boards and an unending number of charities.5
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