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        I dedicate this book to all of those out there struggling with life’s choices.  You are not alone.  I want you to know God sees you.  He cares for you and He loves you.
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            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      What if there is a choice you can make that will lead to everlasting life? You have the choice to go left or right, to do right or wrong. What if God has a plan for your life? Would you accept it?

      

      God gave us free will.  Allowing us to make our own decisions and choices. Choices. Think about that word for a minute. Life is full of them, from how you start your day to what you do with your spare time. Many choices made have led to frustration and regret. Choosing a decision to be different. Choosing to stand apart. Could this prove to be the acceptance of God’s plan for your life?

      

      This book may not read like any other book you have ever read. Prepare to embark on a journey that will challenge you to reflect on the choices you're making in your life. Can your story with the choices made be a testimony to encourage someone else?
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        ACCEPTANCE

      

      

      
        
        Sooo, for the record I don't consider myself

        All knowing, I've just lived a little

        Which is a blessing in itself

        The result of which produces some wisdom

        From a place of understanding.

        I can say acceptance among each other is a crutch in life.

        It's one of those things that we as people

        Will search for and strive.

      

        

      
        In the days of our youth,

        Is when it is sought after most

        From a baby's first accomplishment

        Reflecting desires in a parent's joy.

        An example is a child's first steps.

        Encouragement entices them ahead

        Their desire for your reaction

        Produces results in each step.

        As time moves forward,

        And new friendships develop

        You adapt.

        As emotions start to envelop,

      

      

      
        
        This desire to be seen or acknowledged

        Can cause you to be out of character.

        When you seek attention from peer groups,

        Their acceptance through actions is what you're after

        A lot of times what's lost is

        The reflection in the mirror staring back at you.

        From male to female, it can vary

        For acceptance what you may choose

        Becoming a bully or promiscuous

        The eyes of the beholder ensnare like a trap

        Different versions of who you are

        Depending on your location depicts how you act.

      

        

      
        At home, parents are clueless

        As to the version of the person in the school

        At school, teachers are helpless

        As education is secondary to social groups,

        All the while the person hurting the most

        Is the you lost inside.

      

        

      
        I will encourage strength through individuality

        We all know the difference between what's wrong and what's right.

        This is not always easy

        But sometimes the right way is uphill.

        Is acceptance worth the admission price

        If it's you that is left empty and unfulfilled?

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        AMONGST THE LIVING

      

      

      
        
        The words of this poem are inspired

        By a popular show on television.

        Zombies populate the world and outnumber

        The living by ten-to-one

        The survivors of which come together

        Creating an enclosed community.

        Against the odds faced, you would think,

        Their mindset would be unity

        But the mind of man is selfish

        Looking to take advantage of the weak.

        So rather than building to survive

        The fearful are used, misguided for the strength they seek.

        In this version of the world

        All is lost with nowhere to go,

        Those in this place are led astray,

        Man is untrustworthy, in him

        There is no hope.

      

        

      
        I look at the world we live in

        And the dangers that are faced

        A place of misguided beliefs and trust

        Reality looks crazier day to day.

        The lust for prestige and power

        That is the driving force of some

        The equation of their value

        As seen in their bank account sum.

      

        

      
        Today's masses are so easily swayed

        That their lies look like truths.

        Lost in what they think they know

        Lost in what they place value

        I'm not here to condemn

        My role is not to judge others

        However, having found salvation myself

        I have to share with my sisters and brothers.

      

        

      
        This is a dying world we live in

        At least seen by my view

        Yet there is hope salvation is offered

        Freedom of choice lies with you.

        If the sin-sick of the world

        Are akin to the walking dead,

        Then the few among the living

        Should offer them the cure of salvation through Christ instead

        Allowing them to live in peace

        Providing a choice for a higher purpose.

        Hypocrites choose themselves

        Choosing to do for others is true service.

        The high road is difficult

        Because it is a choice every day

        Walking amongst the living

        Living for Him through what you do and what you say.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        CHANGE STARTS WITH YOU

      

      

      
        
        As a youth, you rarely think about what's to come

        With so many perceived opportunities, tomorrow for you is not a concern

        Taking for granted achievements of the paved way

        On the backs of forefathers are your freedoms created today.

      

        

      
        When the assumption made is more about what you have,

        It becomes easier and easier to forget your past

        This creates a contented mindset

        With no desire to create an opportunity for the generation that is next.

      

        

      
        You are the future, they say change is in your hand

        “Those overcome days are over,” you respond, “I don't have to take a stand.”

      

        

      
        If the greatest trick of the devil is to convince you, he doesn't exist

        Then, equally powerful is ensnaring minds with possessions as disillusionment

        Look at what you have, you don't need to fight for more.

        Camouflaged reality makes it look like happiness is out the door

        But behind the veil of illusion can be found the truth

        Creating division by attacking your mind is easier to do.

      

        

      
        We are no longer our brothers' keepers my concern is only for I

        The money, car, and your clothes that define you are the lie.

        You are more powerful than what you have and, than what you own

        Change starts in the mind and is expressed through the heart the seed is now sown.

        You are next change starts now, with you.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        SAME YOU, NEW ME

      

      

      
        
        At different stages in life

        Change automatically should be the next step

        Be it physically due to age

        Or responsibility on your shoulders rest.

        Maybe your situation or surroundings

        Dictate to you that it is time

        For you to be who you need to be

        And leave old ways behind.

        Could it be you've found your calling

        In spiritual enlightenment

        Or love has pierced your heart

        And you want to grow this relationship?

      

        

      
        Whatever the reasons are,

        Change can look odd to everyone else

        Especially if those around you

        Are in a place stuck in themselves.

        The conflict created between you

        And the people in your circle

        As life dictates living

        Circumstances creating new hurdles

        And you can see the answers

        But the test means you have to stand apart.

        The view clear to you is obscured to others

        A choice of the mind can't be made by the heart

        Sometimes the best move is forward

        Which also means dropping past ways

        For a future to move towards

        You know you can't stay the same.
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