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"A photograph is a secret about a secret.

The more it tells you, the less you know."

— Diane Arbus



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      WHEN THE LENS FINDS LOVE

    

    
      First edition. March 20, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 Abdullah Al-Baghdadi.

    

    
    
      Written by Abdullah Al-Baghdadi.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by Abdullah Al-Baghdadi

	    

      
	    
          
	      The Hidden Flame

          
        
          
	          Awakened

          
        
          
	          Unbound

          
        
          
	          Eternal Flame

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Pyremark Sagas

          
        
          
	          The Ember Rite

          
        
          
	          The Hollow Crown

          
        
          
	          The Last Pyre

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          The Psychology of Unfinished Things

          
        
          
	          The Wonder Engineers

          
        
          
	          The Last Witness

          
        
          
	          The Velvet Soul: A Woman's Guide to Timeless Elegance and Inner Power

          
        
          
	          The Sleep Collector

          
        
          
	          Love Yourself First

          
        
          
	          The Identity Reset

          
        
          
	          The Noise Within

          
        
          
	          Beyond the Fog, the Moon

          
        
          
	          Where the River Remembers

          
        
          
	          Beware The Antichrist And His Followers

          
        
          
	          The Habit Blueprint

          
        
          
	          The Ember and the Dark

          
        
          
	          The Last Verdict

          
        
          
	          The Silent Tape

          
        
          
	          The Ember Crown

          
        
          
	          The Nurse's Secret

          
        
          
	          The Perfect Wife

          
        
          
	          When the Lens Finds Love

          
        
      

      
    
    



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 1

[image: ]




The Light at 6 A.M.

The pier smells like salt and second chances — or so Lily Callahan tells herself every morning she comes here instead of sleeping like a normal person.

She kneels on the weathered boards, camera raised, one eye closed. The sun is still deciding whether to bother. The Virginia coast at this hour is all grey and rose and restrained light, the kind of light that doesn't lie, that shows every crack in every surface with the same indifferent precision it uses on beautiful things. Lily loves it for exactly that reason.
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