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Jeremy Swatt and the Feline Travelemtus

The door slammed shut sending vibrations throughout the house that rattled the windows. Suddenly I could hear footsteps pounding the hard wood floor heading in my direction.

“How dare you slam a door in my house!” the footsteps now in sync with my pounding heart, “You open that door right this minute!”

I waited behind the shut door listening to my father’s heavy breathing as if fire and smoke poured out each nostril.  I kept still, hoping that he would just forget that it ever happened; just forget that he ever heard the disrespectful words that came from my mouth. What I said was pretty bad, after all calling your father a “born loser,” is not the best choice of words for a son to show respect to the man he is supposed to idolize and look up to. I know in my heart that I really didn’t mean it, but at this particular moment my mind believed every word of it to be true. I really did not want to be like my dad, or follow in his footsteps. My dad worked seven days a week, part of the time at a fast food restaurant flipping burgers and the rest of the time pushing carts at a grocery store. He looked beaten down every day and he has the nerve to yell at me for getting a “C” in Algebra, he didn’t even graduate high school. The dragon breath started to fade and I heard him take a deep breath. The exhale sounded as if his anger subsided and as he turned to walk away I heard him say something.
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