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Chapter 1: Belief and Knowledge — A Paradox of Perception
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What is belief, if not a placeholder for knowledge? And what is knowledge, if not a graveyard where belief goes to die? In the furnace of consciousness, belief and knowledge do not dwell peacefully side by side, they quarrel. The 13th Principle emerges not as a bridge between them, but as the fire that defines the boundary.

We begin here: You cannot believe what you know, and you cannot know what you believe. This is no riddle, nor a poetic flourish, it is a fundamental fracture in the structure of perception. Belief requires absence. It is a declaration made in darkness, a reaching gesture across the unknown. Knowledge, by contrast, is a closing of the gap, the unknown made familiar, the mystery given measurement.
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