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Introduction To Matthew 28
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The twenty-eighth chapter of the Gospel of Matthew serves as the triumphant climax of the New Testament's first book, documenting the miraculous 

resurrection of Jesus and His ultimate victory over the grave. This pivotal scripture begins with the quiet dawn of the first day of the week, where the faithful women discover the empty tomb, and concludes with a powerful divine mandate that changed the course of human history. As the cornerstone of the faith, Matthew 28 validates the identity of Christ as the Son of God, confirming that His sacrifice was accepted and His prophecies regarding the third day were perfectly fulfilled.

Within these twenty verses, readers encounter themes of supernatural intervention, the failure of earthly conspiracies, and the exaltation of Jesus to a position of universal authority. The chapter transitions from the personal joy of the disciples reuniting with their Lord to the global mission of the Great Commission. By commanding His followers to baptize and teach all nations, Christ established a spiritual legacy of evangelism and discipleship that continues to expand across the world today. This concluding chapter is not merely an end to a biography, but a glorious beginning for the Church, underpinned by the enduring promise of His presence until the end of the age.
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Matthew 28
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1 In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.

2And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.
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​Commentary Verses 1 – 2 
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In Matthew 28:1-2, the narrative of the Resurrection begins with a transition from the Jewish Sabbath to the first day of the week. This momentous event marks the victory of Jesus over death and the fulfillment of His promises to His followers.

As the Sabbath ended and the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and "the other Mary" (the mother of James and Joses) went to the sepulchre to see where Christ had been laid. Suddenly, a "great earthquake" occurred because an angel of the Lord descended from heaven. The angel approached the tomb, rolled back the massive stone from the door, and sat upon it, signifying that the power of death could no longer hold Jesus. The events in these verses are echoed and expanded upon throughout other parts of the New Testament.
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