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      Killer Queens is a new series of historical fiction books based on true stories. Sources, such as police reports and newspaper articles, are examined to gather as many facts surrounding each case. As with any work of fiction, some creative additions were made when recounting these stories, usually in the conversations between the personalities involved. The various sources are the basis of these conversations and, hopefully, make them come alive for the readers to help understand what was meant by those words.

      One of the most common questions in gay-related murders is: how are they different from heterosexual murders? This question is important, as homosexuality was considered a criminal act for so many years. The Killer Queens series of books explores the world of murder in the gay community, whether the victims or the killers themselves, and sometimes both, are homosexual.

      If you were caught performing a homosexual act in the Victorian Era, they would say you were “sexually insane” and commit you to an insane asylum. By the early 1900s, most countries decided it was more of a deviant act, something you shouldn’t do. They would put you in a regular prison instead of an insane asylum if caught. By doing so, homosexuality became a crime, not as severe as murder, but more on the level of crimes such as theft, burglary, or arson.

      A stunning example of the treatment of homosexuals in society is that of Alan Turing. Turing was a British mathematician, cryptanalyst, and computer scientist during World War II. In 1939, he joined the Hut 8 team. There, he solved the German Enigma code, which was considered the turning point for the Allied Forces winning the war against the Nazis.

      So, what did society decide to do with one of its heroes?

      Alan Turing was a homosexual. In 1952, when he was 39 years old, he started a relationship with Arnold Murray, who was 19. Shortly after the couple began seeing each other, Turing’s house was robbed. After the police investigated the crime, they discovered that the thief was Murray and that Turing and Murray had been acquainted. It was also found that the two men had been involved in a sexual relationship. Both men were charged with gross indecency. Turing later pleaded guilty to the charges and was convicted. He was given a choice between imprisonment or conditional probation. What were the conditions he had to meet?

      Turing had to undergo physical and hormonal changes designed to reduce his libido. He received several injections over one year, which feminized his body. During that year, he became impotent and grew breast tissue. Along with his body changes, he had his security clearance removed and lost his job with the British Intelligence Agency. He tried to move to America, but they denied him as he was then a convicted felon.

      On June 7, 1954, Turing committed suicide in his home by ingesting cyanide. His housekeeper found him with a half-eaten apple lying beside him in his bed the following day. It was hypothesized that he had doused the apple with the cyanide. An inquest later determined that he had committed suicide.

      When society forces one of its citizens to be sterilized for being homosexual, one considered to be among the best and a war hero, why would they care about other homosexuals being murdered or hurt?

      It didn’t end there.

      Even after homosexuality was legalized in 1967, it was still considered a sickness or illness in the medical community that needed curing. Almost like alcoholism, only the general public looked at alcoholics with sympathy. After all, they were still pleasing people, and it was just the alcohol that made them do bad things. It was the Christian thing to do to help them. Most alcoholics weren’t even arrested for driving while drunk or starting a fight in a public place. They were merely told to go home and sleep it off; if they kept on fighting, they were put in the drunk tank by the police for a night.

      Whereas, if you were having or attempting to have sex with someone of the same sex as yourself, you were a pervert. It was considered wrong, disgusting, dirty, and perverted behavior. It was also judged as something you didn’t need to do.

      Why would someone want to have sex with another of their same-sex?

      The public didn’t know what to do with homosexuals after they were no longer considered criminals or insane. At least with alcoholics and drug addicts, there were treatments for their problems; after all, they just needed not to do it!

      So, what would they do when they couldn’t arrest these homosexuals or put them into the local mental institute? History repeated itself, and they turned it over to the religion of the day to handle.

      In the past, when “dealing with” the Indigenous people of North America, the church and state decided that to “civilize the savage,” they had their children forcibly extracted from the reserves they were imprisoned on and taken to Catholic schools to learn how to be “good Christians.” Only now, many years later, an astounding number of unmarked graves are being discovered all over Canada, where Indigenous children were buried after their deaths at these residential schools. We do not even know the names of these children or why or how they died. Despite this atrocity, they believed they were successful in those cases with people they didn’t understand, and they figured they would be successful in handling the gay population with the same iron fist.

      So, keeping up with societal tradition, Evangelicals developed a new program to cure homosexuals. It was called “Exodus.” In other words, they intended to “Pray away the Gay.” They convinced several young gay men and women that the devil’s influence made them believe they were gay and could fix their “problem” if they turned their lives over to the Lord and worked through the Exodus program. If they did, they would be cured, but they would be able to live healthy, productive, straight lives. As with so many other religious plans to remedy what didn’t need healing, it left many young gays confused, in despair, and committing suicide.
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      A significant component of the books in this series will include an individual analysis of the killers. In some cases, the question of who the murderer was about will be examined – whether the murderer was about the person they desired or the person at the heart of the murder. From the killers’ outlook, was their reason for committing murder different because of their sexual orientation? Or was the murder about the act of desiring them?

      The answer to this question is entirely different when the victims are also gay. After all, like any other minority group or class of people in the world, being a minority creates a reason for some to want to kill them. The sexual component is complex, so it will take several examples to understand. Some cases involve both the killer and the victim being homosexual. In these particular cases, we can see quite a few similarities to that of heterosexual murderers. We will find emotional perspectives to be the major causes of the murders. The motive could be anything from jealousy to unreciprocated love or the actual murderer unable to find love due to mental issues or social circumstances. But most importantly, in all those cases, the type of love, albeit homosexual or heterosexual, is only the affections of such devotion.
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      The previous two books of this series explored the lives and murders of LGBTQ people in the early twentieth century. It was a time when not only was homosexuality considered a sickness that had to be cured and a crime that would send you to prison. Now, I jump to the future and more modern times in book three and into the new millennium. The last one hundred years have seen much progress within the western world. Not only is being gay no longer a crime or considered a mental illness, but in several countries, LGBTQ people are allowed to be legally married, and there is no longer a stigma attached to gays when it comes to murder.

      This book is based on the case of Stephen Port, a serial murderer in London, U.K. Indeed, we should be able to assume that the murder investigation and the pursuit of Port were carried out with a great desire to stop the murders by capturing the culprit and handled professionally by law enforcement. Sadly, this was not what happened. Law enforcement showed a complete lack of caring or urgency in solving this case until after the fifth murder, when family members of one of the victims forced them to investigate by putting extreme pressure on them by going to the media.

      One of the biggest problems the police demonstrated was a total lack of empathy for the victims. The police officers on duty automatically considered them as “just” gay prostitutes and drug addicts after their bodies were discovered in a city park. They unjustly attributed the deaths of these young men to drug overdoses even when there was obvious evidence showing them something different.

      Along with the lack of interest in this case by police, law enforcement had to develop a new type of detection centered around the internet. The recent explosion in social media, which involved almost every aspect of younger people’s lives for meeting and connecting with others, was all brand new. It was a whole new world where people could find other people to have sex with a simple click on their phones while using an app. They no longer had to write ads and place them in newspapers where they would eventually get an answer asking to meet for a date or spend all night at a loud smokey nightclub. Not only was it easier than ever before, but it was instant.

      On top of being a speedy way to meet up with someone, there was a certain sense of privacy. You couldn’t be seen going into a bar or leaving some meeting place with a date. But with this privacy, there was no protection if the date went terribly wrong since nobody knew who you had met.

      Meeting up with someone through an internet website or app isn’t any more dangerous than through a nightclub or newspaper advertisement within its method. But it’s primarily more hazardous because it’s much harder to find where and with whom you went. Anybody can sign up online under a fake name and even picture, and you wouldn’t know it until you meet them. It makes it more difficult to trace because when you walk into a nightclub, there are many witnesses and possibly even cameras, or when you place an ad in the newspaper, you would have to give your real name and pay for the ad with your credit card. It makes for a more accessible investigation for the police. The police could also go back through the newspapers to find the phone number or address the person wanted to be contacted.
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      On Thursday, October 15, 2015, the London Metropolitan Police came to Stephen Port’s one-bedroom flat on Cooke Street in Barking, East London. It was a crisp cloudy Fall day to place Port into custody and charge him with the murders of four men. Other charges included six counts of administering poison, seven charges of rape, and four charges of sexual assault. Later, while Port was in custody, the prosecutors added another eight counts of poisoning in July of 2016 for a total of twenty-nine charges against him.

      When Stephen Port was arrested, he was placed into the Level an HMP (Her Majesty’s Prison) Belmarsh, the highest security prison category, based on the severity of the crime and the risk posed if the prisoner escaped. The prison is adjacent to the Woolwich Crown Court in southeast London, where high-profile cases are often heard. The Belmarsh Prison was also used to house all people who posed a threat to the country’s National Security—quite a few of them were detained indefinitely without charge under the Crime and Security Act of 2001.

      According to a May 17, 2016 report by The Daily Mail in the U.K., a former inmate claimed that the Belmarsh maximum security jail is like “a jihadist training camp, where extremists brainwash young prisoners to spread the terror message across the whole prison system.” In this report, 28 inmates were being held for terrorism-related offenses. A group of jihadists who call themselves “The Akhi” (Arabic for brother) appear to be almost running the prison. This environment creates a problem for the other inmates, especially young offenders like Stephen Port, who the Akhi try to indoctrinate and brainwash into their beliefs to create a more extensive network of terrorists. With his dissimilar sexuality to what is usually found in the Akhi, Port would not be accepted in such an extreme group, and his life could become threatened. 

      The atmosphere in the Belmarsh Prison left Stephen Port feeling very alone and quite vulnerable. His parents could not visit him, and he was in his cell for up to 23 hours daily. His only means of communication was to exchange letters with his family, friends, or anybody on the outside. This is how a man by the name of Cody Lachey came into Stephen’s life to help fill the empty void that Stephen had been now living locked away in prison.

      In the winter of 2015, Stephen received a letter in prison from someone he had never heard of before. It wasn’t long before Stephen realized that being all over the news on television, radio, and the internet would put him in the spotlight—in prison, the U.K., and the world. Soon, he would start receiving letters from dozens of men and women looking to get to know him, often in a romantic way.

      I met Cody Lachey after seeing him on Crime and Investigation, a U.K.-based television documentary. Cody had been on the program discussing several serial killers in Britain. He claimed to have known some of them and communicated with several of them. One was Stephen Port.

      Cody Lachey is an ex-convict who had been in prison in the U.K. three times, once in the HMP Manchester, known as the notorious “Strangeways,” and twice in Salford’s Forest Bank Prison. The 35-year-old, 6’ 4” tall man had been shot at and stabbed several times before serving his time in prison. Cody had been involved in the criminal underworld and was a drug dealer, but he is now reformed and living in Manchester, England. He has become a crime commentator, covering all aspects of his personal history, including living a life of crime and being in prison. He has been on several documentaries, spoken to criminology students, and given in-depth perspectives on prison reform in the U.K.

      Cody told me,
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        It was from my childhood where I was raised watching serial killer and gangster documentaries that I went on to be involved with all of the lifestyles. My early lifestyle is also what started me writing to serial killers who were in prison. I enjoyed discussing the cases with the killers and wanted to hear their sides of the story. I first wrote to Stephen Port after he was charged with the four murders and a whole host of other offenses. I read a news article stating that Port was in the HMP Belmarsh, and I knew how to write to prisoners from being in prison myself earlier. So, I wrote to him, and he replied. We went from there.

        We corresponded for months, and I couldn’t believe how open he was discussing his case with me from the very first letter. As a former prisoner myself, it was obvious that he wasn’t clued up that he was on remand, and it was well known that if you’re in prison on remand, you don’t discuss your case with anyone, whether that be speaking on the phone or in letters. Even with your cellmate, you say nothing, as anything you say or do can be used as evidence against you, but Port was very much an open book.”

        

      

      I have included many of these letters in Part IV of this book. Hopefully, they will give you, the reader, a great perspective on Stephen Port and how he thinks. Stephen described what happened on the nights of these crimes and offered his defense of the murders.

      Did Stephen Port kill these men and possibly more? Or was he just an innocent man who got into a lifestyle of chemsex, and it was merely bad luck that at least four of his partners who participated in chemsex with him turned up dead?

      As with many of my other crime books before this one, there is a question of how the police and courts dealt with the crimes. The status and circumstances of the victims were distinct. And even if law enforcement didn’t care that each of the murder victims was gay, there is still a question of why law enforcement did nothing to investigate each of these crimes. As you read through the cases of these murder victims, you will see that there was absolutely no investigation completed. Even when the autopsies showed that there were genuine questions, the metro police just closed each case and ruled them overdoses. 

      Grindr Serial Killer is a story of a serial killer and how he was assisted by the unfortunate uncaring attitude of the metropolitan police, who ignored a mountain of evidence suggesting several murders of the gay community were happening in Barking. Because of their callous attitude, a serial killer was given free rein to do what he wanted, when he wanted, and even how he wanted to commit these murders.

      Currently, the police are reassessing 58 unexplained deaths of homosexuals involving the date rape drug GHB between June 2011 and October 2015 to ensure foul play has not been missed. It should be mentioned that the churchyard at St. Margaret was known as a place for men to meet each other for quick, anonymous sexual encounters—one of the reasons the police never thought twice about a gay man being found dead from an overdose.
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