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Short Summary

When interior designer Lila Harper crosses paths with billionaire Alexander Voss at a lavish gala, a spark ignites that neither expected. But old scars and fresh doubts loom large, forcing them to confront buried truths about love, abandonment, and what it means to truly let someone in.
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Chapter 1: Eyes Across a Crowded Room
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(Condensed opening – chemistry ignites fast)

“...You don’t belong here,” Alexander murmured, his tone gentle, almost curious rather than harsh.

Lila raised her chin, meeting his gaze steadily. “And you do? You seem like you’re just marking time, hoping someone hands you an excuse to slip away.”
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