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Welcome to Midsomer: The Allure of Crime in the English Countryside




Midsomer. Just the name conjures images of idyllic English villages, rolling green hills dotted with grazing sheep, and quaint pubs overflowing with character and local ale. But beneath this veneer of tranquility, a darker secret festers, like a hidden root system nourishing poisonous blooms: Midsomer is a hotbed of crime. It’s a place where secrets simmer, grudges fester, and the most unexpected individuals are capable of unspeakable acts. For over two decades, Midsomer Murders has captivated audiences worldwide with its intricate plots, its gallery of eccentric characters who could only exist in such a peculiar setting, and the undeniably stunning locations that serve as both backdrop and character in their own right. This book is your essential guide to experiencing the real Midsomer, a region as fascinating, contradictory, and multifaceted as the TV show itself. Prepare to step beyond the screen and into a world where the picturesque can turn perilous at any moment.

The Appeal of Midsomer

Why Midsomer? What is it about this fictional county, cobbled together from the most beautiful corners of several real English counties, that draws millions of viewers – and, increasingly, real-life visitors – into its web of intrigue? The answer, I believe, lies in the carefully crafted juxtaposition of the beautiful and the brutal. We are initially drawn to the escapism promised by the archetypal English countryside: the promise of a slower, simpler life, far removed from the stresses of modern existence. We imagine ourselves strolling through flower-filled gardens, enjoying a leisurely pint by a crackling fire, and breathing in the fresh, clean air. But almost immediately, that illusion is shattered. We are also intrigued, perhaps even titillated, by the darkness that lurks beneath the surface, the simmering tensions and hidden resentments that inevitably bubble over into murder. Midsomer Murders offers us a safe, albeit vicarious, way to explore those darker impulses, to unravel complex mysteries and engage our inner detective, all from the comfort and safety of our own homes. We become armchair sleuths, piecing together clues, suspecting everyone, and ultimately, witnessing justice (of sorts) being served.

For the traveller-detective – the intrepid soul who dares to venture into the real-life Midsomer – the region offers a unique and unparalleled opportunity to step directly into the world of the show. You can wander through the very picturesque villages that have played host to countless sinister events, visit the historic churches where secrets have been confessed (and sometimes, revealed in the most dramatic fashion), and even enjoy a pint in the very pubs that have served as the backdrops for countless plot twists and tense confrontations. Imagine sitting in the same chair where a suspect nervously sipped their drink, or standing in the same spot where Barnaby delivered his damning accusation. But remember, and this is crucial: this is real life, not a TV show (though sometimes, when confronted with the sheer beauty and apparent tranquility of the surroundings, it’s easy to blur the lines!). So, while you can certainly indulge your inner detective and soak up the atmosphere, it’s best to leave the actual crime-solving to the professionals – unless, of course, you happen to stumble upon a genuine, real-life mystery. But let’s hope not.

Tips for the Traveller-Detective

Before embarking on your Midsomer adventure, a word to the wise. To ensure your trip is memorable for all the right reasons (and doesn’t end up as a plotline in a future episode!), here are a few practical tips to keep in mind:


	
Plan Ahead: Midsomer isn’t a single, easily defined place. It’s a collection of villages and towns spread across several counties, each with its own unique charm and character. Before you set off, decide which specific locations you want to visit – perhaps those featured in your favorite episodes – and carefully map out your route. Consider the distances between villages and factor in travel time. Don’t underestimate the time it takes to navigate those winding country lanes!

	
Embrace the Countryside: Be prepared for the realities of rural life. This means narrow lanes barely wide enough for two cars, winding roads that seem to lead nowhere, and often, limited public transportation. While buses do serve some of the villages, renting a car is often the best, and sometimes the only, way to truly explore the region at your own pace and access those hidden gems that lie off the beaten path. Just be prepared to master the art of the three-point turn!

	
Respect the Locals: This is paramount. Remember that these villages are not just film sets or tourist attractions; they are real communities where people live, work, and raise their families. Be mindful of residents’ privacy, especially when visiting locations that are actually private residences. Avoid trespassing, keep noise levels down, and be respectful of local customs and traditions. A friendly “hello” and a polite attitude go a long way.

	
Pack for All Weather: The English weather is notoriously unpredictable, and Midsomer is no exception. You might experience sunshine, rain, and even a sudden drop in temperature, all in the same day. Pack layers of clothing that you can easily add or remove as needed. A waterproof jacket and sturdy walking shoes are essential, regardless of the season. And don’t forget an umbrella – just in case!

	
Bring Your Camera: You’ll undoubtedly want to capture the beauty of the Midsomer landscape and the charm of its villages. Bring a good camera (or ensure your smartphone has a decent camera function) to document your travels. Don’t be afraid to experiment with different angles and perspectives to capture the essence of each location.

	
Acknowledge the fiction: While visiting the filming locations, take time to appreciate them for what they are in reality, rather than solely trying to recreate scenes from the show. The real history and culture of these places are often just as compelling as their fictional portrayals. Visit the local museums, talk to the villagers, and discover the stories that lie beyond the screen.




From Page to Screen: A Brief History

Midsomer Murders didn’t spring fully formed from the minds of television executives. Its origins lie in the series of Inspector Barnaby novels written by Caroline Graham. The first novel, The Killing at Badger’s Drift, was published in 1987 and immediately introduced readers to the quintessentially English, yet surprisingly dark, world of Midsomer and the character of Detective Chief Inspector Tom Barnaby, a seemingly mild-mannered policeman with a sharp mind and an uncanny ability to solve even the most baffling of crimes. Graham’s novels were praised for their witty dialogue, their intricately plotted mysteries, and their vivid portrayal of rural English life, with all its eccentricities and hidden secrets.

The TV series premiered in 1997, bringing Graham’s world to life on screen. John Nettles perfectly embodied the role of Barnaby, capturing his quiet intelligence, his dry wit, and his unwavering dedication to justice. Nettles starred in the first thirteen series, becoming synonymous with the character and the show itself. His departure in 2011 marked the end of an era, but the show continued, with Neil Dudgeon taking over the role as Barnaby’s cousin, DCI John Barnaby. Dudgeon brought his own unique style to the character, maintaining the core values of integrity and intelligence while adding a touch of modern sensibility.

The show has consistently been praised for its intricate plots, its unforgettable cast of quirky characters (who often meet their demise in spectacular and imaginative ways), and its undeniably stunning locations, which showcase the best of the English countryside. However, it has also faced its fair share of criticism, particularly regarding its incredibly high murder rate. Some commentators have joked that Midsomer must be statistically the most dangerous place to live in England, surpassing even the most crime-ridden urban areas. Despite the, shall we say, elevated levels of violence, Midsomer Murders remains a hugely popular show, both in the UK and internationally. Its enduring appeal lies in its ability to transport us to a world that is both familiar and fantastical, a world where even the most idyllic village can conceal a dark secret, where appearances can be deceiving, and where anyone, even the vicar or the village baker, could be a suspect. And it is into this world – a world of picturesque charm and simmering suspense – that we now invite you to step. So, grab your magnifying glass, sharpen your wits, and prepare for an unforgettable journey into the heart of Midsomer.
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