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Discover the Mont Saint Michel and its Bay, classified as a World Heritage site by UNESCO. Find all the information necessary to prepare and enjoy your stay. 

Enjoy reading and especially, … bon voyage !



Here you’ll find all the information necessary to prepare your trip and your stay in Mont Saint Michel in order to discover this exceptional site of indisputable universal value. You will find the following under the sections for the site : the reasons for its selection for the World Heritage list, the history of the site, information on Tourist Offices and suggested tours, general information about museums in the area, an events calendar, practical information on transport (getting there and getting around at the site). Informations, prices and opening hours shown are for 2024.




But most importantly, this "Mont Saint Michel, A World Heritage Site" travel guide also offers a suggested itinerary for visiting each site and monument. You'll also find tips (transport, pricing, activities ... ), anecdotes and all the possibilities for family-friendly visits to encourage children and families in their discovery.





The other travel guides from the "France's World Heritage Sites" collection
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MONT SAINT MICHEL AND ITS BAY

Visit time : 1 day.

The Mont-Saint-Michel stands on a rocky mount in the middle of stretches of sand and water that make up the immense bay. Not really on the continent, not really at sea, between the world of men and the wild vastness of the ocean. Between heaven and earth, its imposing figure seems to rise to the heavens. The lights, which change from morning to night, and the atmosphere, at times mystical in the sea mist, enhance these impressions, along with the breathtaking vision upon arrival at the site. For the full effect, travel to Mont Saint Michel on foot from the mainland, as did hundreds of thousands of pilgrims for centuries, and you will understand the magic that surrounds this place. Victor Hugo summed up the feeling in 1884 : "Mont-Saint-Michel is to France what the Great Pyramid is to Egypt."





Maps

Offline Map from the Tourist Office of Mont-Saint-Michel. To download first.



World Heritage
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The abbey of Mont-Saint-Michel was set up in the bay of the same name, between the regions of Brittany and Normandy, on a granite block measuring approximately 900 meters in circumference at the base and 80 meters in height, and peaking 2 kilometers from the mainland over the sandy fringe covered by high tides. It is said that formerly, this rocky needle dominated a forest that was engulfed by a tidal wave. The fact remains that this exceptional locale, lost between land and sea, controlled the establishment and the development of the abbey.

The abbey overlooks a small village at its base, forming an architectural complex of great originality, and built by successive additions throughout the Middle Ages. The oldest existing part, the small pre-Romanesque church of Notre-Dame-sous-terre dates back to the 10th century. The contribution from the Romanesque period is still visible in the nave of the abbey, whose transept rests on the top of the rock, and among a group of monastic buildings.

But it was the architects of the Gothic period who, while making the most of limited space, invented the high walls, the slender masses, the openwork volumes and the air pinnacles that make up the sharp silhouette of the rock. For the elegance of its design, the new body of monastic buildings, built from 1204 onward, earned the ensemble the nickname the “Merveille” (the Marvel): it includes the famous Guest and Knights’ Halls, the huge refectory nave and cloister. Among the many later additions, it is necessary to mention the flamboyant Gothic choir of the abbey church, begun in 1448, at the location of the Romanesque choir that had collapsed.
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