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From the Author

I want to acknowledge and give deserved
recognition to all known and unknown writers whose works appear in
this publication. Special credit goes to Christine Wiegand, whose
editing skills, attention to detail, and devotedness to this
endeavor enhanced the content and message significantly.

Thank you all.

—Daniel Taddeo


Introduction

 Although there are
exceptions, most people agree that a universal code of ethics does
exist. Any kind of order would be impossible unless all civilized
people have a set of principles that determine responsible
behavior. C. S. Lewis wrote, “We know that people find themselves
under a moral law, which they did not make and cannot quite forget
even when they try, and which they know they ought to obey.”

Most agree that no society could survive
without moral laws that spell out right and wrong conduct. The
question then becomes: Whose morality will be legislated? All laws
intrude on the morality of someone. Are there moral principles and
guidelines that have withstood the unfailing test of time? I
believe the answer is yes and the following pages will reveal this
to the reader.

Course of Action is a
unique collection of essays and “notable quotables.” The focus is
on two approaches to living life — Godliness vs. worldliness:
sharing wisdom past and present to help individuals become the best
they can be, help make families stronger, and help keep our country
principled and going in a positive direction.

Godliness is determined by God’s word, The
Bible. Biblical principles never change; they are the same
“yesterday, today and forever.” The answer to America’s problems
does not lie in more government spending, more laws, more police,
or more jails. These actions at best focus on putting out fires
rather than preventing them. What the situation calls for is a
return to biblical moral values on which our nation was
founded.

Worldliness is determined by the secular
culture. It often is the opposite of Godliness; its beliefs and
prevailing conventions are constantly changing. They have been
popular in the past, they remain popular in the present, and they
will continue to be popular in the future. This doesn’t make it
right.

In our culture, we often discover too late
that what we thought was right turns out to be wrong, and what we
thought was wrong turns out to be right. The test for a right
decision is this: Does it adhere to biblical principles?

The choice is between Godliness and
worldliness. “No one can serve two masters.” It’s like trying to go
in two different directions at the same time; you end up going in
circles and you never reach your destination. Each person is
responsible for deciding which path to take and what choices to
make. In the end, it behooves each of us to keep in mind: “We reap
what we sow.” It can’t be any other way!

—Daniel Taddeo


A Message to Congress

 Inasmuch as
our greatest leaders have shown no doubt about God’s proper place
in the American birthright, can we, in our day, dare do less?
...

In no other place in the United States, are
there so many and such varied official evidences of deep and
abiding faith in God on the part of Government as there are in
Washington…

Every session of the House and Senate begins
with prayer. Each house has its own chaplain.

The Eighty-third Congress set aside a small
room in the Capitol, just off the rotunda, for the private prayer
and meditation of members of Congress. The room is always open when
Congress is in session, but it is not open to the public. The
room’s focal point is a stained glass window showing George
Washington kneeling in prayer. Behind him is etched these words
from Psalm 16:1: “Preserve us, O God, for in Thee do I put my
trust.”

Inside the rotunda is a picture of the
Pilgrims about to embark from Holland on the sister ship of the
Mayflower, the Speedwell. The ship’s revered chaplain, Brewster,
who later joined the Mayflower, has the Bible open on his lap. Very
clear are the words, “the New Testament according to our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.” On the sail is the motto of the Pilgrims,
“In God We Trust, God With Us.”

The phrase, “In God We Trust,” appears
opposite the President of the Senate, who is the Vice-President of
the United States. The same phrase, in large words inscribed in the
marble, backdrops the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Above the head of the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court are the Ten Commandments, with the great American
eagle protecting them. Moses is included among the great lawgivers
in Herman A. MacNeil’s marble sculpture group on the east front.
The crier who opens each session closes with the words, “God save
the United States and this Honorable Court.”

Engraved in the metal on the top of the
Washington Monument are the words: “Praise be to God.” Lining the
walls of the stairwell are such biblical phrases as “Search the
Scriptures,” “Holiness to the Lord,” “Train up a child in the way
he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.”

Numerous quotations from Scripture can be
found within its [the Library of Congress] walls. One reminds each
American of his responsibility to his Maker: “What doth the Lord
require of thee, but to do justly and love mercy and walk humbly with thy God.”
(Micah 6:8)

Another in the lawmaker’s library preserves
the Psalmist’s acknowledgment that all nature reflects the order
and beauty of the Creator: “The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the firmament showeth His handiwork.” (Psalm 19:1) And still
another reference: “The light shineth in darkness, and the darkness
comprehendeth it not.” (John 1:5)

Millions have stood in the Lincoln Memorial
and gazed up at the statue of the great Abraham Lincoln. The
sculptor who chiseled the features of Lincoln in granite all but
seems to make Lincoln speak his own words inscribed into the
walls.

“…That this Nation, under God, shall have a
new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”

At the opposite end, on the north wall, his
Second Inaugural Address alludes to “God,” the “Bible,”
“providence,” “the Almighty,” and “divine attributes.”

It then continues: As was said 3000 years
ago, so it still must be said, “The judgments of the Lord are true
and righteous altogether.”

On the south banks of Washington’s Tidal
Basin, Thomas Jefferson still speaks: “God who gave us life gave us
liberty. Can the liberties of a nation be secure when we have
removed a conviction that these liberties are the gift of God?
Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just,
that his justice cannot sleep forever.” [These words of Jefferson
are] a forceful and explicit warning that to remove God from this
country will destroy it.

—Senator Robert Byrd


A-Z of Life

 Avoid negative sources, people, places,
things, and habits.

Believe in yourself.

Consider things from every angle.

Don’t give up and don’t give in.

Enjoy life today; yesterday is gone;
tomorrow may never come.

Family and friends are hidden
treasures; seek them and enjoy their riches.

Give more than you planned to
give.

Hang on to your dreams

Ignore those who try to discourage
you.

Just do it.

Keep trying no matter how hard it
seems; it will get easier.

Love God first and most.

Make it happen.

Never lie, cheat or steal; always
strike a fair deal.

Open your eyes and see things as they
really are.

Practice makes perfect.

Quitters never win and winners never
quit.

Read, study and learn about
everything important in your life.

Stop procrastinating.

Take control of your destiny.

Understand yourself in order to
better understand others.

Visualize it.

Want it more than anything,

X-cellerate your efforts.

You are unique of all God’s
creations; nothing can replace you.

Zero in on your target and go for
it!

—Author Unknown


An Interview with God

 I dreamed I
had an interview with God. “So, you would like to interview me?”
God asked. “If you have the time,” I said. God smiled. “My time is
eternity; what questions do you have in mind to ask me?” “What
surprises you most about humankind?”

God answered: “That they get bored with
childhood—they rush to grow up and then long to be children again.
That they lose their health to make money and then lose their money
to restore their health. That by thinking anxiously about the
future, they forget the present, such that they live neither the
present nor the future. That they live as if they will never die,
and they die as if they had never lived…”

God’s hands took mine and we were silent for
a while and then I asked, “As a parent, what are some of life’s
lessons you want your children to learn?”

God replied with a smile, “To learn that
they cannot make anyone love them. What they can do is to let
themselves beloved.

“To learn that what is most valuable is not
what they have in their lives, but who they have in their
lives.

“To learn that it is not good to compare
themselves to others.

“To learn that a rich person is not the one
who has the most, but is one who needs the least.

“To learn that it only takes a few seconds
to open profound wounds in persons one loves, and that it may take
many years to heal them.

“To learn to forgive by practicing
forgiveness.

“To learn that there are persons who love
them dearly, but simply do not know how to express or show their
feelings.

“To learn that money can buy everything but
happiness.

“To learn that two people can look at the
same thing and see it very differently.

“To learn that it is not always enough that
they be forgiven by others, but that they must also forgive
themselves.

“And to learn that I am here—always.”

—Author Unknown


Be a Blessing

 Be accountable.

Be consistent.

Be dependable.

Be encouraging.

Be ethical.

Be fair.

Be friendly.

Be honest.

Be honorable.

Be humble.

Be kind.

Be merciful.

Be patient.

Be positive.

Be respectful.

Be sincere.

Be supportive.

Be sympathetic.

Be thoughtful.

Be truthful.


Bible Basics

 Appearance:
The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart. 1 Samuel
16:7

Approach: I am the way and the truth
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. John
14:6

Critical Times: There will be
terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient
to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving,
slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good,
treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers
of God—having a form of godliness but denying its power. 2 Timothy
3:1-5

Exhortations: Whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or
praiseworthy—think about such things. Philippians 4:8

Faith: Without faith it is impossible
to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. Hebrews
11:6

Fruit of the Spirit: The fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Galatians 5:22, 23

God’s Word: All Scripture is
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness. 2 Timothy 3:16

Life: God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. John 3:16

Lord: What does the Lord require of
you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your
God. Micah 6:8

Mediator: There is one God and one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus. 1 Timothy
2:5

Rejoice: Though the fig tree does not
bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop
fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in
the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the
Lord. Habakkuk 3:17, 18

Resurrection: Do not be amazed at
this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will
hear his voice and come out—those who have done good will rise to
live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned. John
5:28, 29

Savior: I, even I, am the Lord, and
apart from me there is no savior. Isaiah 43:11

Sinful Nature: The acts of the sinful
nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;
idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealously, fits of rage,
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness,
orgies, and the like. Galatians 5:19-21

The Greatest Commandment: Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. Matthew
22:37-39


Blame


Blame never affirms; it assaults.

Blame never restores; it wounds.

Blame never solves; it
complicates.

Blame never unites; it separates.

Blame never smiles; it frowns.

Blame never forgives; it rejects.

Blame never builds; it destroys.

—John Hagee

The blame game is
as old as the Garden of Eden. Can’t you just see Adam and Eve
pointing fingers at each other and at that grinning serpent? God
gave man the freedom to choose. When God confronted him, Adam
blamed Eve and Eve blamed the devil and neither accepted the
responsibility for disobeying God. Not much has changed. We blame
friends, parents, home, environment, circumstances—anyone but
ourselves.

It’s a hard lesson but children must be
taught to accept responsibility for their actions rather than blame
others. They have to understand that if they commit wrong acts they
will suffer the consequences. When they don’t accept blame, their
destructive behavior can go unchecked and things can go from bad to
worse. If you allow kids to place blame, you’re stetting in motion
a vicious circle of behavior.

People who blame are basically insecure,
have low self-esteem and do not really like themselves. This may be
the result when children have been excessively criticized and
resort to blaming as a means of defending themselves. It is very
important that parents avoid disciplining their children in front
of others whenever possible. Little good and much harm come from
embarrassing, humiliating and stripping children of their dignity.
“Fathers [and mothers] do not provoke your children, lest they
become discouraged.”

It is very easy to fall into the trap of
making excuses to rationalize behavior. Resist the temptation to
blame and thereby set a good example for your children. Teach them
to accept responsibility for their actions and not resort to making
excuses and blaming others. It’s a grave injustice to overlook
irresponsible behavior in children and bail them out rather than
letting them face the consequences of their actions.


Blessings

 Theologian Herbert W.
Armstrong has made the following proclamation: “Can you realize
that every unhappiness, every evil that has come to humanity has
been the result of transgressing God’s law.”

“If no one every had any other god before
the true God; if all children were reared to honor, respect and
obey their parents, and all parents reared their children in God’s
ways; if no one ever allowed the spirit of murder to enter his
heart, if there were no wars, no killing of humans by humans; if
all marriages were kept happy and there were no transgressions of
chastity before or after marriage; if all had so much concern for
the good and welfare of others that no one would steal—and we could
throw away all locks, keys and safes; if everyone told the
truth—everyone’s word were good—everyone were honest; if no one
ever coveted what was not rightfully his, but had so much outgoing
concern for the welfare of others that he really believed it is
more blessed to give than to receive—what a happy world we
would have!

“In such a world, with all loving and
worshiping God with all their minds, hearts and strength—with all
having concern for the welfare of all others equal to concern for
self—there would be no divorce—no broken homes or families, no
juvenile delinquency, no crime, no jails or prisons, no police
except for peaceful direction and supervision as a public service
for all, no wars, no military establishments.

“But, further, God has set in motion
physical laws that operate in our bodies and minds, as well as the
spiritual law. There would be no sickness, ill health, pain or
suffering. There would be, on the contrary, vigorous, vibrant good
health, filled with dynamic interest in life, enthusiastic interest
in constructive activities bringing happiness and joy. There would
be cleanliness, vigorous activity, real progress, no slums, no
degenerate backward races or areas of earth.”

Blessing for Obedience: “If you fully
obey the Lord your God and carefully follow all His commands I give
you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the
nations on earth.” Deuteronomy 28:1-2.

“Now picture the changed conditions! Look
now at the solved problems! See, now, a glimpse into a world of no
illiteracy, no poverty, no famine and starvation, into a world
where crime decreases rapidly, people learn honesty, chastity,
human kindness and happiness—a world of peace, prosperity, abundant
well-being.”


Busy People

 Satan called a
worldwide convention. In his opening address to his evil angels, he
said, “We can’t keep the Christians from going to church. We can’t
keep them from reading their Bibles and knowing the truth. We can’t
even keep them from forming an intimate, abiding relationship
experience in Christ. If they gain that connection with Jesus, our
power over them is broken.

“So let them go to their churches, let them
have their conservative lifestyles, but steal their time, so they
can’t gain that relationship with Jesus Christ. This is what I want
you to do, angels. Distract them from gaining hold of their Savior
and maintaining that vital connection throughout their day!”

“How shall we do this?” shouted his angels.
“Keep them busy in the non-essentials of life and invent
innumerable schemes to occupy their minds,” he answered. “Tempt
them to spend, spend, spend and borrow, borrow, borrow. Persuade
the wives to go to work for long hours and the husbands to work six
to seven days a week, ten to twelve hours a day, so they can afford
their empty lifestyles. Keep them from spending time with their
children. As their family fragments, soon their home will offer no
escape from the pressures of work!

“Over-stimulate their minds so that they
cannot hear that still, small voice. Entice them to play the radio
or cassette player whenever they drive and to keep the TV, VCR, CDs
and their PCs going constantly in their homes. And see to it that
every store and restaurant in the world plays non-biblical music
constantly. This will jam their minds and break that union with
Christ.

“Fill the coffee table with magazines and
newspapers. Pound their minds with the news 24 hours a day. Invade
their driving moments with billboards. Flood their mailboxes with
junk mail, mail-order catalogues, sweepstakes, services and false
hopes. Keep skinny, beautiful models on the magazines so the
husbands will believe that external beauty is what’s important, and
they’ll become dissatisfied with their wives. Ha! That will
fragment those families quickly!

“Even in their recreation, let them be
excessive. Have them return from their recreation exhausted,
disquieted and unprepared for the coming week. Don’t let them go
out in nature to reflect on God’s wonders. Send them to amusement
parks, sporting events, concerts and movies instead. Keep them
busy, busy, busy! And when they meet for spiritual fellowship,
involve them in gossip and small talk so that they leave with
troubled consciences and unsettled emotion.

“Go ahead, let them be involved in
soul-winning. But crowd their lives with so many good causes they
have no time to seek power from Christ. Soon they will be working
in their own strength, sacrificing their health and family for the
good of the cause. It will work! It will work!”

It was a quiet convention. And the evil
angels went eagerly to their assignments causing Christians
everywhere to get busy, busy, busy and to rush here and there.

I guess the question is, “Has the Devil been
successful at his scheme?” You be the judge!

B—Being

U—Under

S—Satan’s

Y—Yoke

Are you BUSY?

—Author Unknown


Character

 Character consists of
a combination of emotional, intellectual and ethical traits that
distinguishes one person (or group) from another. A person with
good character is accountable, caring, fair, honest, kind, loving,
sincere, trustworthy and more. If practicing these principles
produces positive results (and they do), then the consequences of
doing the opposite most surely will generate negative results.

Character is much easier to define than live
out. At the risk of oversimplifying, building good character is
simply a matter of teaching and practicing right from wrong, and it
doesn’t happen over a short period of time. Nothing we could think,
say or do comes even close to being as important as good character,
and there is a devastating price to pay for underdeveloped
character.
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