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March 7

 


66th day of the year (67th
in leap years)

299 days remaining till
the end of the year.
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​ March 7 Quotations

 


“Let us come out into the light of day; let us enjoy the
fresh airs of Liberty and Union; let us cherish those hopes which
belong to us; let us devote ourselves to those great objects that
are fit for our consideration and our action; let us raise our
conceptions to the magnitude and the importance of the duties that
devolve upon us; let our comprehension he as broad us the country
for which we act, our aspirations as high as its certain destiny;
let us not be pygmies in a case that calls for men.”

 


— Daniel Webster, “Seventh
of March” speech, given on March 7, 1850

 


“The surface of things gives enjoyment, their
interiority gives life.”

 


— Piet Mondrian, artist,
born March 7, 1872

 


“When I was bullied: you manned-up. You learned
something. You realized: I'm not getting the gold star. You
realized: you lose. Deal with it.”

 


— Bret Easton Ellis,
author, born March 7, 1964

 


“Three things are necessary for the salvation of man:
to know what he ought to believe; to know what he ought to desire;
and to know what he ought to do.”

 


— Saint Thomas Aquinas,
died March 7, 1274

 


“The most terrifying fact about the universe is not
that it is hostile but that it is indifferent; but if we can come
to terms with this indifference and accept the challenges of life
within the boundaries of death — however mutable man may be able to
make them — our existence as a species can have genuine meaning and
fulfillment. However vast the darkness, we must supply our own
light.”

 


— Stanley Kubrick,
director, died March 7, 1999

 


 


 


​ Event of the Day

The Bridge at
Remagen

 


As Allied forces
approached the Rhine River, the last natural barrier protecting the
German heartland, soldiers of the Third Reich worked feverishly to
destroy all the bridges the Allies could use to cross the river. By
early March, only two bridges remained, one near the town of
Remagen, the other near Wesel.

 


On March 7, 1945, elements
of the U.S. Army’s 9th Armored Division reached the Ludendorff
Bridge at Remagen, and were surprised to discover that the bridge,
although damaged, was not yet destroyed. A token force of some 36
German soldiers were busily wiring explosives. They had received
only 300 kg of explosives rather than the 600 kg they had
requested.

 


At 1340 hours, the Americans attacked, and
the German defenders set off the first charge, tearing a crater in
the left bank ramp, and two hours later they set off the main
explosion. The entire bridge lifted up slightly, then dropped back
into place because a failure of one wire leading to the
explosives.

 


Quickly, the leading edge
of the Allied forces advanced over the bridge: Sgt. Alexander
Drabik of Holland, Ohio, became the first American soldier to cross
the Rhine into Nazi Germany.

 


Although the bridge was damaged, it was
usable, and within 24 hours, over 8,000 Allied troops crossed into
Germany, passing by a sign that read, “Cross the Rhine with Dry
Feet, Courtesy of 9th Armd Division.”

 


General Dwight Eisenhower said that the
bridge was “worth its weight in gold.” The Germans evidently felt
the same way, executing four responsible officers by firing squad.
Hitler fired Gerd von Rundstedt, the field marshall in charge of
the western front.
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