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    To all the developers, engineers, and product teams pushing the boundaries of innovation — may this book serve as a guide to safer, smarter, and more agile software delivery.

Dedicated to those who believe that behind every successful feature rollout is a well-managed flag, and behind every great product is a community committed to continuous learning and improvement.

 

Keep toggling forward.
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Introduction to Feature Flags
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What are Feature Flags?

Feature flags (also known as feature toggles) are a technique in software development that allows developers to enable or disable specific features or functionality at runtime without deploying new code. Essentially, they act as switches that control whether a feature is active in a given environment, such as production, staging, or testing.

Example:

Imagine rolling out a new user interface. Instead of deploying the new UI to all users at once, you can use a feature flag to gradually enable it for a subset of users or turn it off instantly if issues arise.

Brief History and Evolution

Origins: 

The concept originated in the early 2000s within large-scale systems needing more flexible deployment strategies.

Evolution:

Initially used for simple configuration management, feature flags have evolved into sophisticated tools integrated into CI/CD pipelines, enabling continuous delivery and deployment.

Modern Use:

Today, they are essential for practices like A/B testing, canary releases, and runtime configuration, thanks to advanced platforms and tools that support dynamic toggling.

Why They Matter in Modern Software Development

Accelerate Deployment:

Enable rapid, incremental releases without full code redeployments.

Risk Mitigation:

Roll back features instantly if issues occur, reducing downtime.

Personalisation & Experimentation:

Facilitate targeted rollouts and A/B testing to optimise user experience.

Decouple Deployment from Release:

Allow code to be deployed with features turned off, reducing deployment risks and enabling continuous delivery.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
THE FEATURE FLAG

JULIAN CAMBRIDGE





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





