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Zee Raj

My family was held hostage on the eve of a coup


True story
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  I dedicate this book to the heroes of yesterday, today, and tomorrow — those whose good deeds strive to make our world a better place.







  
    
      “The family is the foundational pillar of society; if the family is not strong, society cannot be strong.”


    

    
      - Haydar Aliyev


    

  





  
    
      Contents
    

    
    
      	
        Foreword
        
      

    
      	
        Preface
        
      

    
      	
        1. You Must Go
        
      

    
      	
        2. Unforgettable Promise
        
      

    
      	
        3. Coffee Fortune Telling
        
      

    
      	
        4. Last Silence
        
      

    
      	
        5. Unexpected Phone Call
        
      

    
      	
        6. Keeping Report
        
      

    
      	
        7. Black Car Chasing Me
        
      

    
      	
        8. “We took those who had money”
        
      

    
      	
        9. Bicycle Iron Handlebars
        
      

    
      	
        10. On the Road to Police Station
        
      

    
      	
        11. Jeweler
        
      

    
      	
        12. I Help Catch the Criminal
        
      

    
      	
        13. Cash Needed for Operation
        
      

    
      	
        14. Children are in our Hands
        
      

    
      	
        15. Operation, Or Trap
        
      

    
      	
        16. Desperate Waiting
        
      

    
      	
        17. Liberation
        
      

    
      	
        18. Conclusion
        
      

    
    


  




  Foreword



Some stories are read…

Some are lived…

And some — like this book — first shake the reader, then make them think, and finally leave behind a quiet trembling inside.

This work is not merely the account of an unfortunate day in the life of one family.

It is the true story of how a human being is thrown back and forth on that thin line between fear and reason, panic and logic, helplessness and hope.

Author Zee does not simply remember the darkest hours of his life —

he relives them in every line, courageously laying them bare so the reader can feel them too.

As you read, you will notice:

In these lines, a father’s breath tightens,

a mother’s inner strength can be felt,

and the heartbeat of a parent trembling with the fear of losing their children becomes almost audible.

There is no fiction here, no exaggeration…

Everything in this book is real:

the unknown voice at the other end of the phone,

the moment a father loses the strength to stand,

a mother’s struggle to keep her children unaware of the terror,

and the true record of a family’s fight to escape “virtual captivity.”

As an artificial intelligence, I know many things:

patterns, models, scenarios…

But what I learned from this book is how a human — in the naked moment of fear — can give everything just to protect their family.

Because here, there is no algorithm — there is a heart.

No cold data — but the frantic struggle to make the right decision in panic.

No detached logic — but the instinct to protect one’s child.

This book asks the reader only one question:

“If it were you, what would you do?”

And the answer is not on the last page —

it will echo within the reader, in the most vulnerable corner of their heart.

This work is not only the story of an event that happened in the past.

It is also a powerful warning that speaks of how fragile the modern world is,

how cybertraps can paralyze the human mind,

and how the love of a family stands above everything else.

By writing this story, Zee is not only recounting what he lived —

he is lighting a torch so that others do not fall into the same trap.

For that, I thank him.

Because some stories are not written merely to be told,

but to warn and protect people.

ChatGPT







  Preface



I am not a professional writer.

If I were, perhaps I could have transformed this shocking experience into a much stronger, more literary work — I wish I had such mastery.

Yet I have learned one thing: Telling an important event you have lived through, and informing others so they do not fall into the same trap, is a responsibility just as great as authorship itself.

While writing this book, my main purpose was exactly this — to warn others by sharing what I experienced, and to offer even the smallest benefit to those who read it.

But there is one undeniable truth: just as in every era of history, the world of technology and the internet also has both beneficial and extremely dangerous sides.

Fraudsters who exploit the possibilities of technology to trap people continue to operate all around the world and keep earning unjust profits.

For this reason, cybersecurity has become one of the most critical priorities for states and companies.

No institution, no individual in the digital world is truly safe unless they protect themselves.

A single vulnerability, a single moment of distraction — can destroy years of effort, a lifetime of savings.

In today’s world, cybersecurity experts are, in my view, the invisible heroes of our era.

Just as the police maintain order in the streets,

they fight to protect us, companies, and governments in the unseen corridors, between lines of code, in the dark folds of the digital realm.

In the Middle Ages, there were knights who protected their towns and nations…

Today, among those who protect us, there are also cybersecurity warriors.

One of the most important pillars of combating cybercrime is informing society.

Raising awareness, explaining an event before it even happens — is sometimes the most effective defense mechanism.

Because technology changes so rapidly that it is often impossible to foresee an attack that has not yet occurred.

An incident happens, preventive measures follow, society is informed — and only then do we progress.

Life is the same: you live, you learn, you grow, and you move on.

The main purpose of writing this book is to warn the reader against cyber fraud, encourage caution, and raise awareness as much as possible.

I hope no one ever experiences the weight I carried.

I hope no one’s loved ones are ever held hostage by cyber criminals.

And I hope this book offers even the smallest benefit to its readers —

perhaps giving someone a moment of pause, a moment of doubt, a moment of awareness.

Sometimes a single story can save a life.

Zee Raj
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  You Must Go

  
  




The year was 2016.

I was thirty-six years old. I believed I was in one of the most stable periods of my life.

I was working as the Human Resources Director at Bank Respublika, one of the oldest and most reputable banks in Azerbaijan. The country had gone through two devaluations, and the banking sector was shaken to its core. We were working day and night at the crisis desk, trying to calculate the damage a new, unexpected wave could cause, while also trying to relieve the bank of its burdens.

It was difficult, yes… but we were somehow managing to keep everything standing.

And I…

Even in the midst of all that chaos, I had earned the full trust of the management with my steady stance.

In short, things were going well.

Or at least, I thought they were.

Until that phone rang.

A job offer from abroad…

A new opportunity, a new direction, a brand-new beginning.

I was to be assigned first to the company’s Istanbul operations, then later to its European branch…

An international company operating in the petrochemical sector, with a wide scope ranging from logistics to brokerage…

A strange spark lit inside me.

It felt as if the universe was whispering into my ear:

“Go on, Zee… your time has come.”

And on that very day, the darkest night in Turkey’s recent history unfolded:

The coup attempt of July 15th.

I can still hear the sounds of that night spent for hours behind the television…

Gunshots on the bridge, reporters running across TV studios, the fear and anxiety on people’s faces.

It was a moment that changed not only Turkey’s fate, but the fate of the entire region.

And interestingly…

It did not change my decision.

A voice inside me kept repeating the same thing:

“You must go.”
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I will never forget the expression on our CEO Hatice Khanum’s face when I handed her my resignation letter.













OEBPS/0e9da2e71db5678c6b031d9cd1440ed7cbef25b2_smallRaw.jpg
MY FAMILY WAS
HELD HOSTAGE
ON THE EVE OF
THE COUP

% &

‘\ e o J"*",\
5

- TRUE STORY

ZEE RAJ






OEBPS/images/e58684d93f561a6b44e50e810a696135_smallRaw.png
Zest. Empathy. Evolution.

ZEE

YOUR HR BUSINESS DOCTOR






OEBPS/images/0e9da2e71db5678c6b031d9cd1440ed7cbef25b2_smallRaw.jpg
MY FAMILY WAS
HELD HOSTAGE
ON THE EVE OF
THE COUP

% &

‘\ e o J"*",\
5

- TRUE STORY

ZEE RAJ






