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Endorsement
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When Leanore Reynolds-Jones first sent me the manuscript for the devotional you hold in your hands, I had little doubt it would be a solid read with nice observations tucked away here and there. As devotionals go, most are pretty mundane—that is, if you’ve read one, well . . . So, I was not expecting, on any level, the God encounter tsunami that was engulfing me on every page. I was being introduced to God as El Shaddai! Each time I opened this book, The Lord gave me insights about Himself from places in the Biblical narrative that I had never seen before; and I’ve been preaching for over thirty-five years. Around every corner in this devotional, there are revelations about El Shaddai that left me crying out and craving this God “Who is enough.”  But then there was this clarifying moment when I realized that the author did not so much produce a book, as she has permitted us to “eavesdrop” on a deep encounter and romance she’s had with El Shaddai, and then wrote it down for us to experience. Thank you, Leanore! 

Pastor Frederick A. Russell



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​Introduction
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When you hear the name El Shaddai what comes to mind? For me, it's Amy Grant’s song with the same title. Even as I type this the lyrics are running in my head and now that you've read this introduction its stuck in yours too. While the song is beautiful the purpose of this devotional is to take you on a journey, one that leads to a deeper relationship with El Shaddai Himself.

I would like to state that I am by no means an expert on all things God or even what it means to be a Christian, however, what I am a choosing to be in this moment, is obedient. Over the last few years, God has taken me on a journey of revelation. The beautiful thing about this journey is that the closer I got to Him, the better I got to know Him, the more I’ve learned and accepted about myself. I will caution you that the journey for me has not been without some pain but as a good friend of mine likes to remind me “God doesn’t waste our pain”.

I can go on about the how’s and why’s that led me to write this book, however, the simplest reason other than obedience is that God wants to know you. He has revealed Himself to me in this way and has asked that I share this revelation with you, so without further ado or introduction it is my distinct privilege and honor to introduce you to ........  EL SHADDAI

******
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P.S. AS I WROTE THIS book many things changed in and around me. I also received new revelation about what God wants me to do with this book. So instead of a single complete project, He gave me a book in parts...
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​Day 1
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The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. Psalm 23:1 KJV

The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. Psalm 23:1 NIV

The Lord is my shepherd; I have all that I need. Psalm 23:1 NLT

A simple Google search of the words El Shaddai will provide the two most common meanings of the name, which are 1. The All-Sufficient God or 2. The God Who is Enough. The problem, however, is not that we don't know intellectually that God is enough, it is that we assign that value of enough or sufficiency to our situation, our circumstances, and even to His ability to keep His promises but not to His Person. Many of us as Christians have not made God, just God, enough. Would you still want to go to heaven, if there were no streets of gold, no welcome table, or even no family reunion? Is heaven still your goal, your sought-after final destination, if it’s just you and God.... Forever...... and ever............... and ever?

The passage above was written by David, about whom the Bible itself testifies, was a man after God’s own heart. That is, David and God were tight. When we study the life of David, we learn that he was by no means perfect, however, we get a glimpse into the depth of their relationship in the less than 10 words of the today’s verse. To see this depth of relationship let’s examine what David does. First, David acknowledges who God is to him. He identifies God as the person who nurtures and takes care of him, his Shepherd. Then, from this foundational knowledge, David declares that all is well or in his words, he lacked nothing. 

Friend, you don't need a spouse, a new job, more money, or a different situation; all you need is to know who EL SHADDAI is. I must also state that this cannot be head knowledge or an intellectual understanding, it must be the foundation upon which everything is built. Then like David, we can emphatically say, I want nothing; not identity, not purpose, not prosperity, because I know EL SHADDAI.

Question for contemplation: What have I used as my foundation?

****
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PRAYER: FATHER, FORGIVE me for making the things I have written down into idols by giving them Your place. In the Name of Jesus, I tear down the altars I have erected. I come out of agreement with any oaths that I’ve taken and ask that you would wash me with the blood of Jesus. Please show me how to build my foundation on you. In Jesus Name, AMEN

​
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Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she has borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget you! Isaiah 49:15

In recent times, we have seen the image almost everywhere of a mother gazing lovingly into the eyes of her child as she breastfeeds. It is tender and poignant; it pulls at the heartstrings and challenges the viewer to feel something. Have you ever considered that God gazes at you the same way? Well, He does, and I can prove it! In Hebrew, EL SHADDAI is two words. The first is EL which is translated as God, and by consensus, the other word generally describes God’s character. The SHADDAI in this name of God comes from the Hebrew word shad which translates as breast. When added together we come up with a God who loves, nurtures and satisfies your needs like a mother does to her child nursing at her breast.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
LEANORE REYNOLDS*JONES





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





