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Author’s Note 

			At the time of this book going to print, a vaccine for COVID-19 under the leadership of President Trump has just been announced.

			It remains unclear whether President Trump will win another four years in the White House. 

			What is clear? 

			That even if President Trump is not re-elected, he will have achieved more in one term than President Reagan did in two. 

			And President Ronald Reagan was pretty spectacular.

			President Trump’s legacy as the most consequential president since Abraham Lincoln is cemented. 

			The forty-fifth president—Donald J. Trump—is our greatest modern-day president.

			 

			





Preface

			It is March 2, 2016.

			I’ve just stepped off the set of Lou Dobbs Tonight on the Fox Business channel, doing Super Tuesday election coverage. 

			With only a few results in, I have just predicted not only that Donald Trump will win the nomination, but that he will also win the presidency in November.

			My phone begins to light up. 

			“Did you really just predict live on air that Trump will win the whole thing?!” 

			“Did you just say what I thought you did?!” 

			“Dude, you jumped the gun. Big-time!” 

			Even Lou looked a little startled at the certainty with which I delivered the following words:

			“I think it’s very clear that Donald Trump is going to be the next president of the United States. I think he’s going to absolutely pulverize Hillary Clinton in a general election. I think he’s going to wrap up this nomination very quickly…”

			Lou stammered, “Well, it doesn’t…that isn’t what is reflected in the head-to-head polling, though, as you know, Nick…”

			And then promptly changed the topic!

			The truth is, I always knew Donald Trump was going to become president. 

			Call it a gut instinct.

			Even while still living in Australia in 2011, I was disappointed when he dropped out of the 2012 Republican primary race in the U.S., because I felt the anodyne, flavorless, and, as it turns out, insanely jealous and horrible hypocrite Mitt Romney clearly didn’t have it in him. 

			Instead, we got stuck with four more years of the weakest and most divisive president ever, and America was pushed to the precipice.

			In 2015, when Trump got in the race, I was all-in.

			I knew that Trump’s personality and style of leadership were perfect to reverse the Obama years. I knew that he was the new Reagan—with the potential to be even better.

			As the campaign progressed, even from its earliest stages, I could see what was coming, and I called it. Often and publicly. Almost every one of my fellow commentators and pundits, as well as my friends, thought I was a sandwich short of a picnic. 

			When Trump placed second in the Iowa caucuses on February 1, 2016, I was even more certain of my Trump-Reagan comparison. 

			Reagan had placed second in Iowa too, in 1980.

			The signs were good!

			The year 2016 was big for me—it was the year that I finally immigrated to the United States. It was also an extraordinary year for the United States of America—a year when civilization got a reprieve and America got a chance to arrest its slide. Decline, after all, is a choice, not a condition. 

			Americans chose greatness once more.

			President Trump has now endorsed three of my books while in office, over a series of ten tweets over three and a half years, prompting many people to very generously refer to me as “the president’s favorite author.”

			I am beyond honored.

			But the truth is that the president’s shout-outs and support of my work began before he was even president.

			My extremely early support for Donald Trump and supreme confidence in him did not go unnoticed. 

			Back in the mid-2010s, I was a columnist at the website Townhall, and on February 23, 2016, I wrote an article titled “Political Correctness—The Reason The World Needs To Use Its Trump Card.” Here is the article in its entirety:

			Political correctness is destroying America, and Western civilization.

			This year America celebrates her 240th birthday. If she is to make her tri-centennial in 2076, a feat few great nations in history have achieved, it will need to crush this totalitarian ideology that is currently strangling it.

			Every problem in America today is linked to political correctness. Declining educational standards, increasing secularism, the police not being allowed to do their job, an inability to secure her borders, a diminished America in the world theatre and reluctance to smash the evil of currently rampaging Islamism—all of it is rooted in politically correct ideology. Nothing is more antithetical to America’s foundational principles.

			Political correctness seeks to eliminate individualism, identity, and confidence; three characteristics indispensable to American greatness. If you want to see the end result, look no further than Europe. The intellectual tyranny, self-loathing, and choking conformity of this ideology have feminized and weakened a once great continent which now aspires to mediocrity. The same is true of America’s English-speaking cousins.

			I write this not as an American.

			But as somebody that wants Western civilization to prosper. Everyone has an investment in keeping the United States as culturally robust and powerful as imaginable, because the world’s fortunes travel with it. What is good for America is good for the world.

			I am here to tell you I’ve lived your future; if you keep going, you’re not going to like it. It’s why I’ve written “Retaking America: Crushing Political Correctness.”

			The entire world looks on as Americans make their choice for president. The president of the United States is also the president of the free world. All of us have a stake. For example, people in Australia aren’t sleeping well right now because President Obama is not keeping the world safe. Change can’t come quickly enough for many around the world.

			The world needs an American president that is clear-minded and right-thinking. That encourages a climate of straight talking and decisive action. That has the moral clarity to defend Christians and the West. An alpha male prepared to win for his people.

			People are losing their jobs, missing out on opportunities, and being targeted. What was born on college campuses has been armed through social media by electronic cockroaches that should never have been given a voice. The parameters of public debate have shrunk, and civil society’s ability to conduct rational, cool-headed conversations is being usurped by a crude marketplace of outrage and a new victimhood movement. Freedom is an obvious casualty of political correctness, but following close behind is truth and reality.

			Many people around the world despair. But every now and again, a public figure emerges who transcends politics and has an undisputed ability to change the culture.

			This is why the world needs to use its Trump card. He is uniquely positioned to change the culture of the world, and restore American greatness and Western confidence through attitude alone.

			A President Trump would be the best thing, not only for America, but for the entire world. 

			Proud, confident, bold, patriotic, outspoken, self-reliant, megasuccessful, charitable, a force of nature; Donald Trump is American exceptionalism on steroids.

			For too long, America’s educational and media elites have relentlessly and recklessly portrayed America as a hateful place. It’s not. It’s the greatest country in this history of the world. But political correctness is giving it an identity crisis. Some may well call Donald Trump an egomaniac and his election to the highest office risky—but right now, America needs an ego boost. It needs to believe in itself again. Only then can there be an American renaissance.

			A Trump presidency won’t only wipe out political correctness in America; it’ll wipe it off the face of the earth.

			This article caught the attention of then candidate Donald Trump, earning me my first promotion from him on social media, on February 24, 2016.

			But it was my next article, on March 23, 2016, which he really liked, and that article set forth the motion of the book you’re reading now. Titled “Trump Revolution Could Be More Incredible Than Reagan Revolution,” here’s the article in its entirety:

			If Donald Trump becomes president, we may witness something more incredible than the Reagan Revolution.

			The greatest modern-day president, Ronald Reagan, left an immensely powerful legacy. Almost three decades after his departure from the White House, he remains the conservative standard-bearer of the Republican Party.

			Under his presidency, the United States witnessed a grand political realignment toward conservative foreign and domestic policies. Reagan’s leadership boosted morale, confidence, patriotism, and America’s economy and ended communism.

			It has been difficult to conceive of a presidency that would trump the revolution of Reagan.

			Until now.

			Much is different, including the times, the threats, the challenges, and the world.

			While it may have been unimaginable to generations of America that lived through the Carter years, America is in much worse shape than she was then.

			Seven years of a president that has deliberately diminished America at home and abroad, in accordance with his worldview, beginning and ending with apology tours, have taken their toll.

			Patriotism has become politically incorrect, and libeling America at will has become acceptable. Believing in American exceptionalism is now considered culturally obtuse, and academics at elementary, middle, and high schools, along with college campuses, intentionally and recklessly paint America as a hateful, bigoted, and oppressive place.

			Political correctness, once born on college campuses, now weaponized by the leftist cockroaches that inhabit and preside over social media, has become a way of life. America is now in a race to become another European country, aspiring for mediocrity, resenting success, with all the self-loathing and suicidal inclinations we see in that continent.

			There is a war on America. A war on Christians. A war on white, middle-class men and women. A war on anyone with traditional views on marriage, the environment, patriotism, and life. We lose our jobs. We miss out on opportunities. We’re canceled as speakers or disinvited from social gatherings.

			Enough is enough.

			A President Trump would change that.

			Every day ordinary people in America and around the world have been shunted and vilified from the mainstream. This is despite our moral and philosophical compass being common-sense conservatism.

			Trump is going to give free-thinking conservatives the run of the table.

			No more mainstream leftist censorship from social media.

			No more political correctness for the sake of social engineering.

			Just freedom.

			This could be more incredible than the Reagan Revolution.

			Imagine.

			No more libeling of America.

			God and patriotism back in schools.

			Trump will reset the Obama presidency and its malefactors. Trump will transform the party to that of a coalition of blue-collar conservative workers and evangelicals Christians who want the U.S. to halt the war on Christianity.

			A Trump presidency would be Culture War Ground Zero. With the disgraceful riots of Chicago a couple of weeks ago, Trump has emerged as the consensus leader against the left.

			Many don’t get it.

			They don’t get it that Trump is there to give them a leg up rather than be screwed over constantly by those who look down at them.

			The Republican Establishment of today is the same as the Rockefeller crowd of the seventies.

			As Brussels amply showed yesterday, the West is staring into the barrel here.

			The Republicans in this millennium have only won the popular vote once. And that was by less than 1 percent. If they had a coalition of white conservatives voting for their own interests, they would win in landslides.

			Like Reagan.

			Reagan Democrats win landslides. Imagine making them a permanent fixture of the Republican voting base. The Democrats haven’t changed one person’s mind—they have changed the electorate instead.

			As I have traveled throughout America, so many have told me: “Trump is our man.” He’s the guy, they say, that has come to save the world from the path of self-destruction by the vices of our own virtues.

			America needs to pull one for mankind, and seal this one for Trump. For those who can’t see it yet, the Trump revolution will sweep them away.

			On March 25, 2016, then candidate Donald Trump again took to social media to share this article.

			When I reread my words from almost five years ago, I am just delighted at how accurate my predictions were. 

			It’s hard to remember, given that the conservative world is almost universally supportive and laudatory of the president now, but in March 2016, before Trump had even won the primary, to suggest that he was going to have a greater, more impactful, and consequential presidential legacy than Ronald Reagan was considered insane.

			Not to mention, it was considered offensive to Ronald Reagan, even though that was not my intention. 

			I was born in September 1984, just two months before Ronald Reagan crushed Walter Mondale in Reagan’s reelection bid. 

			Sadly, I never got to meet President Reagan.

			I remember being nineteen years old, in my second year of college, and just beginning my political career when I learned about his death. 

			Being a political nerd, I’m sure I knew a lot more about Ronald Reagan than the average nineteen-year-old Australian. But it wasn’t until after his passing that I truly began to study the fortieth president, reading every book and article I could possibly get my hands on.

			I discovered that Reagan was one of the greatest world leaders ever, and certainly the greatest modern-day president up until that point. 

			Of course, to reach that conclusion, I had to overcome the global media bias and the familiar fake-news narrative about President Reagan’s lack of intellect.

			In fact, the first thing I remember hearing about President Reagan while I was growing up was an account relayed by a former Australian prime minister Bob Hawke, which predictably led to the Australian mainstream media’s casting unflattering opinions about Reagan’s intelligence.

			Here is one example:

			Reagan showed that not only could an actor become president but that you didn’t even have to be a particularly good actor. As long as you stuck to the script and could sell a good line, all you needed to do was show up at the White House from nine to five, listen to people smarter than you and the country would pretty much run itself—which is precisely what Reagan did.

			Bob Hawke tells an insightful story about meeting the leader of the free world. Every time Hawke asked him a question, Reagan would answer in vague generalities or read points from a cue card. Then he would simply refer the PM to one of his cabinet secretaries or advisers for a proper response.1

			Here’s another snide dismissal of Reagan:

			Most astonishingly, Hawke discloses that Ronald Reagan, during meetings, read from cue-cards, producing generalised sentences on any subject raised by the visiting leader from a pack he kept in his hand.2

			The media have never changed their tune, have they?

			With my admiration for President Reagan sky high, throughout my journey toward America I always wondered if and when I would see another Ronald Reagan—a consequential president who would reshape the country and the Republican Party.

			Comparisons are tough. 

			Different eras, different times, different circumstances, different competition—all make it difficult to determine the greatest of all time. We see it with sports debates. The same thing applies to presidents.

			But in this case, the comparison I first made in early 2016, which has only solidified in my mind since, is spot-on. 

			Donald Trump is our new Reagan. And not to disrespect the greatness of Reagan at all, but I happen to think Trump is even better, and has been even more successful, and will leave an even greater legacy.

			I do believe Trump is the GOAT (greatest of all time).

			Clearly, Trump and Reagan are, at least on the surface, very different.

			Reagan was genteel and almost never offended; Trump not so much. Reagan often carried a firearm and had a ranch for twenty-five years (“the Western White House”); Donald Trump is the product of America’s biggest city, and a billionaire businessman. Reagan was avuncular and therefore more versatile in his presentation; Donald Trump is always the same—wearing a dark suit with a solid tie, and with that distinctive Queens accent. Reagan was unfailingly careful with his words; Trump is often impulsive. 

			But these two giants have an enormous amount in common:

			[image: ]Both were around the same age when inaugurated.

			[image: ](Ronald Reagan was just a couple of weeks shy of his seventieth birthday when he was inaugurated. Donald Trump was just seven months older at the time of his inauguration, in January 2017.)

			[image: ]Both were political outsiders, although of course, Donald Trump much more so than Ronald Reagan, with the former never having held any political office before being elected president.

			[image: ]Their optimism and belief in American exceptionalism guided U.S. policies and activities—their ideology in many ways was American nationalism. 

			[image: ]Both were very much men of the 1980s and very “Hollywood.” 

			[image: ]Both men possessed a very robust sense of personal and professional optimism and self-belief.

			[image: ]Both were patriots who loved their country.

			[image: ]They were the only two presidents to have been divorced.

			[image: ]Both Reagan and Trump saw outer space as humanity’s final frontier and as an opportunity for global leadership. 

			[image: ]Both endured battles with the political establishment, and both had the ability to speak over the media and directly to the people.

			[image: ]Both were remarkable campaigners and gifted communicators.

			[image: ]Both were charismatic and charming, with a sense of humor and color that enlarged their personalities, and both were convinced of the power of human agency. Neither man ever doubted his own capacity to persuade. They had an ability to identify the interests of the various players and bring them together in search of common ground.

			[image: ]Many of the criticisms about both men were identical—that they were overly simplistic, were unintellectual, exploited white male resentments, and were devoid of nuance. 

			[image: ]Both were very pro-life, pro–Second Amendment, pro-military, pro-God presidents.

			[image: ]Both cut regulations and taxes.

			[image: ]Both relied heavily on private sector partnerships during their presidencies. (President Reagan created the Task Force on Private Sector Initiatives in 1981, and President Trump presided over a historic private sector partnership to combat COVID-19 in 2020)

			[image: ]Both surrounded themselves with very successful self-made entrepreneurs and corporate chieftains, whom they appointed to Cabinet posts and high-level staff positions and advisory capacities.

			 

			The more I have researched this book, the more convinced I have become that Donald Trump is the second coming of Ronald Reagan. 

			What was visceral and predictive all those years ago when I penned that Townhall article is now indisputable and evidenced.

			I predict that by the end of the Trump presidency, whether one or two terms, the annual major fundraisers held by county Republican parties across America will no longer be called Lincoln-Reagan Dinners or Reagan Day Dinners, but Trump-Reagan Dinners or Trump Day Dinners.

			In the back of this book, you will find the best speeches of both President Reagan and President Trump. I highly recommend that you read them, reread them, and then read them aloud to your children. The next generation needs to know the words of the two very best modern-day American presidents.

			In writing this book, I have drawn on nearly one hundred sources, including the writings of Trump, the writings of Reagan, biographers’ books, contemporary writings, and the speeches of both men. I have used a diverse range of sources, including both conservative and liberal publications, attempting to use original source materials as much as possible. I have kept the source list at the end of this book simple but accessible. I am incredibly grateful for the work of the writers whose research and analysis I have drawn on for this book. Although primarily about President Trump and President Reagan, this book also is about the American people, the world, and the society we live in; therefore, it is part historical, part rallying cry, part sociological analysis. It is written for everyone but has Middle America, the heartland voter, the blue-collar Trump supporter in mind.

			I hope you enjoy reading this book as much as I have enjoyed writing it.

			





Introduction

			“[T]hey get bitter, they cling to guns or religion or antipathy toward people who aren’t like them or anti-immigrant sentiment or anti-trade sentiment as a way to explain their frustrations.”

			—presidential candidate Barack Hussein Obama in 2008, looking down on Middle America3

			“You know, to just be grossly generalistic, you could put half of Trump’s supporters into what I call the basket of deplorables. Right? The racist, sexist, homophobic, xenophobic, Islamophobic—you name it. And unfortunately there are people like that. And he has lifted them up.”

			—failed presidential candidate Hillary Clinton in 20164

			Why did I choose to start this book’s introduction with quotes from two of our country’s most anti-freedom, pro-globalism, pro–open borders Democratic politicians? To show you the contempt that people like Barack Hussein Obama and Hillary Clinton have for people like you and me. And no doubt, they would have the same contempt for you if you were a Reagan supporter in 1980 as they have for you now as a supporter of President Trump in 2020. After all, the leadership and thought leaders of the Democratic Party, but not necessarily all of its members, at their core, despise you and me.

			The core members of the Democratic Party, who were just as shocked when Reagan won in a massive landslide as when Trump upset Clinton in 2016, are motivated by disgust at American values. The core members of the Democratic Party are academics who get paid hundreds of thousands of dollars to spew anti-American hatred and to imbue in students a hatred of capitalism and American freedom, including freedom of speech, free enterprise, and the Second Amendment.5, 6

			Then there are, of course, the atheists and groups like the American Civil Liberties Union that want to drive religion, and particularly Christianity, out of the public square. Even a cross dedicated to veterans of war draws the ire of the lefties.7

			There are, of course, the socialists who seek the destruction of America through government takeovers, open borders, and unlimited access to abortion and drugs. They do the work of the devil by seeking to undermine the bedrock of American society.

			And, of course, there are the recent presidents and presidential candidates of the Democratic Party. Al Gore wants to tax Americans to death, and laid the groundwork for today’s Green New Deal, which seeks nothing short of a complete shutdown of the American energy system. Pushed by hardcore communist Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, the Green New Deal would decimate the American economy and put millions of people out of work. But when you’re a Democratic leader, you just really do not care.

			“American households can expect tens of thousands of dollars in higher costs for energy, housing, transportation, and shipping if the Green New Deal is implemented, according to a new study released todayby  and the Competitive Enterprise Institute (),” the Competitive Enterprise Institute reported.8

			As the report noted, the GND calls for:

			1.The elimination of “pollution and greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation sector as much as is technologically feasible”;

			2.“[U]pgrading all existing buildings in the United States and building new buildings to achieve maximal energy efficiency, water efficiency, safety, affordability, comfort, and durability, including through electrification”; 

			3.“Where technologically feasible, the elimination of the use of fossil fuels and other combustible, greenhouse gas–emitting energy sources.”

			 

			The costs would also be in the trillions: “Of interest for our analysis, [report authors Douglas] Holtz-Eakin and [Dan] Bosch estimate the costs of a ‘low-carbon electricity grid’ (at $5.4 trillion versus Zycher’s $8.95 trillion annual expenditures) as well as the costs of a zero-emission transportation system, and a national policy for ‘green housing.’”9

			And the Democratic Party also supports many terrible things that feed its lust to degrade human life. Consider that the party leadership supports unlimited abortions through all nine months of pregnancy, funded by taxpayers like you and me. And they want to force out pro-life Democrats.10 Its top governors, like Andrew Cuomo and Ralph Northam, even believe that babies that survive abortion should be allowed to be killed through legalized infanticide.11

			The agenda pushed by New York Governor Andrew Cuomo and Virginia Governor Ralph Northam with regards to Planned Parenthood is unlimited abortion, on demand and at taxpayer expense. It also, evidently, involves targeting and attempting to silence people who are pro-life and doing the charitable work of reaching out to moms and babies in need…. [O]nly 7 percent of millennials agree with their unlimited abortion, on demand and at taxpayer expense agenda.12

			Have you bought in now? The Democratic Party’s leaders, but not necessarily rank-and-file Democrats, are enemies of freedom.

			It may sound hyperbolic but it’s true: Barack Hussein Obama, Hillary Clinton, Joe Biden, and their friends are enemies of freedom. They hate low taxes, they hate business, and they hate guns. They want to take away your guns, your freedom, your freedom of speech, and your freedom of religion. I am an unabashed supporter of President Donald Trump, the greatest U.S. president we have ever had.

			 I also strongly believe that Reagan was one of our greatest presidents, helping lead the United States into a new era, an economic boon after four years of weak and stupid leadership by President Jimmy Carter. President Trump had to clean up the complete and utter mess left by the high-spending, high-taxation, protosocialist agenda of President Obama. Obama left countries burning and people without hope (ironically, he had campaigned on restoring hope), and he regularly divided Americans, inciting racial hatred for one another.

			The Left has always found God verbiage offensive. From replacing “Merry Christmas” with “Happy Holidays” to seeking to erase “In God we trust” on our money, the movement has sought to erase all references to God.

			Further, if our nation is under the authority of God and His watchful eye, as the thinking goes, it hinders our freedom. We can’t be comfortable redefining liberty as “doing whatever we desire.” We can’t be comfortable killing four thousand innocent preborn children each day and redefining marriage, sex, and gender without feeling a touch of guilt. From the Democrats’ perspective, God had to go.13

			Obama started off dividing the country early in his presidency by trying to pit police officers against African Americans when he falsely, and without evidence, claimed that a police officer had acted “stupidly” when he asked a professor to identify himself while at his home. As he would regularly do, President Obama tried to stoke racial fears and divide Americans, and I’m going to give a few examples. It’s important as you read this book to understand how Trump became an unlikely hero that united many Americans after Obama created a racial divide.

			The Heritage Foundation’s Hans von Spakovsky explained Obama’s history of division really well in a 2017 article.14 Here’s an excerpt:

			Eight years of Obama’s leadership has left America demonstrably weaker and more divided. Rather than the promised “healing”—racial and other—the Obama era frayed the ties that bind us.

			It began when his Justice Department dropped an open-and-shut voter intimidation case against the New Black Panther Party. It was essentially a declaration that his administration would use the Voting Rights Act to protect only certain races.

			There followed a steady stream of false claims that America was an inherently racist society with a biased judicial and law enforcement system. Obama rekindled a racial divide that had been steadily disappearing in American society.

			In 2018, Senator Marco Rubio explained on Twitter how Obama divided the country:

			Pres. Obama is right. It is wrong for a President to use divisive language, such as:

			1. Call all opponents of same-sex marriage bigots

			2. Call the Pro-Life movement a “War on Women”

			3. Call all immigration enforcement advocates racists

			4. Call the GOP the enemy of Hispanics”15

			 

			Even the Associated Press had to admit that Obama largely failed to heal the country—in fact, that he heavily divided the country:

			And his presidency did not usher in racial harmony. Rather, both blacks and whites believe race relations have deteriorated, according to polls. Mounting tensions over police shootings of African-Americans prompted protests in several cities and the emergence of the Black Lives Matter movement.16

			But people like Donald Trump and Ronald Reagan were champions of freedom. They supported gun rights, they supported freedom of speech and religion, and they supported your freedom to live your own life.

			At a dinner for the National Rifle Association, President Reagan said:

			No group does more to promote gun safety and respect for the laws of this land than the NRA, and I thank you. Still, we’ve both heard the charge that supporting gun owners’ rights encourages a violent, shoot-’em-up society. But just a minute. Don’t they understand that most violent crimes are not committed by decent, law-abiding citizens? They’re committed by career criminals. Guns don’t make criminals. Hardcore criminals use guns. And locking them up, the hardcore criminals up, and throwing away the key is the best gun-control law we could ever have. When I was governor of California, we dealt with gun control—we added five to fifteen years to the sentence of any criminal who, while committing a crime, had a gun in his possession, whether he used that gun or not. Now, I’m even more convinced than ever that this is the right approach if they’re going to talk about something to do with guns and crime.17

			President Trump, also at an NRA dinner, said:

			We believe in the rule of law. And we will always protect and defend the Constitution of the United States. And there are some people that are running right now, I don’t think they have that number one on their list.

			We believe that children should be taught to love our country, honor our history, and always respect our great American flag. 

			And we believe in the right to self-defense and the right to protect your family, your community, and your loved ones. We believe in the wisdom of our Founders. And we believe in freedom and liberty and the right to keep and bear arms.18

			Reagan and Trump defended freedom, as shown in the above speeches to the NRA in support of gun rights. President Obama never would have attended an NRA meeting—unless he thought they were turning their guns in! Likewise for the weak and bumbling Joe Biden, who supports gun rights in speeches only when he thinks it helps solidify his fake blue-collar credentials.

			Middle America—and this is something the enemies of freedom, like Kamala Harris and Nancy Pelosi, will never understand—supports gun rights. People like Harris and Pelosi have their high-paid security details, armed guards, and Capitol police, but you and I often have to defend ourselves. Harris, ironically, wants to be able to personally own guns but does not want other people to own guns.

			In 2020, I released a book comparing Donald Trump, the greatest American president to ever live, with Winston Churchill, the greatest prime minister to ever lead the United Kingdom. The book was well-liked, and President Trump tweeted his support for it many times.

			I am now writing this as the 2020 election heats up, in the midst of an economic crisis caused by the Wuhan virus, also known as Coronavirus or COVID-19. I still firmly believe that Trump is the greatest U.S. president we have ever had. He inspires hope in many Americans, and not just conservative Republicans. Small-business owners trust that he will cut taxes for them and not squash them under the heavy hand of government. Christians appreciate how he fights for religious liberty and scientific truth on gender, and how he wants to end abortion.

			In his 2020 State of the Union address, President Trump said:

			After decades of flat and falling incomes, wages are rising fast—and, wonderfully, they are rising fastest for low-income workers, who have seen a 16 percent pay increase since my election. This is a blue-collar boom…. Our roaring economy has, for the first time ever, given many former prisoners the ability to get a great job and a fresh start. This second chance at life is made possible because we passed landmark criminal justice reform into law. Everybody said that criminal justice reform couldn’t be done, but I got it done, and the people in this room got it done.19

			He inspires in the American people a confidence that has not been seen in decades—since, honestly, the presidency of Ronald Reagan, who inspired millions to believe in something better than the economic-malaise days of President Carter.

			In his book Trump: How to Get Rich, Trump explains that a leader must be honest and decisive. He writes, “If you equivocate, it’s an indication you’re unsure of yourself and what you’re doing. It’s also what politicians do all the time, and I find it inappropriate, insulting, and condescending.” 

			This is the guiding philosophy Trump carried with him into the White House. And as the president, he has made sure to listen to many people, to speak the truth, and to be open about what he believes but also to be open to other ideas. He has demonstrated an innate ability to feel the pulse of America and has used that to help all Americans, no matter their religion, race, or gender.

			When weak leaders like Obama are confronted with a problem—a nuclear-armed Iran, for example—their default decision is to run away or hand over the keys to the kingdom, so to speak, to the institutions and people they are afraid of, whether it’s the Brookings Institution or Chris Cuomo on CNN. This is what Obama did when he let radical Islamic leaders write the terms of Iran’s nuclear enrichment program, or when he let socialist French bureaucrats and Chinese business leaders work hand in hand to write the disastrous anti-freedom, anti-American Paris Accords, which President Trump was right to withdraw from. Obama once again allowed foreign governments to circumvent our American system of checks and balances, just as President Carter did.

			In his 2015 campaign-kickoff speech, Trump said:

			Our country is in serious trouble. We don’t have victories anymore. We used to have victories, but we don’t have them. When was the last time anybody saw us beating, let’s say, China in a trade deal? They kill us. I beat China all the time. All the time.

			When did we beat Japan at anything? They send their cars over by the millions, and what do we do? When was the last time you saw a Chevrolet in Tokyo? It doesn’t exist, folks. They beat us all the time.

			When do we beat Mexico at the border? They’re laughing at us, at our stupidity. And now they are beating us economically. They are not our friend, believe me. But they’re killing us economically.20

			Blue-collar voters supported President Trump because they knew he would protect their right to bear arms, he would make sure that well-paying fracking and oil jobs would stay open and even expand, and he supported what they believed in and wouldn’t denigrate them as “bitter clingers,” as “Divider in Chief” Obama did. Trump has supported people who wake up every day and work for a living, unlike those high-paid bureaucrats who scheme all day on how to screw over average Americans. It’s people like President Reagan and President Trump who have turned out to be unlikely heroes in their fight against the globalist elites.

			As Trump said in 2019:

			Under the previous administration, our leaders rejected American energy and they rejected ethanol. They imposed radical restrictions on our farmers and ethanol producers. And they refused to even allow talk of E15 [a gasoline blended with ethanol] during the busiest driving months of the year. And as you know, we took it from eight months to twelve beautiful months. That’s another big factor…. America must never again be held hostage to foreign suppliers of energy as we were under the Obama-Biden—Sleepy Joe—group. Sleepy Joe.21

			Finally, the disaffected middle liked him because he would shake up NATO, appoint solid judges, and break through political correctness and cancel culture. As he said in 2018:

			Prior to last year, where I attended my first meeting, it was going down—the amount of money being spent by countries was going down and down very substantially. And now, it’s going up very substantially. And commitments were made. Only five of twenty-nine countries were making their commitment. And that’s now changed. The commitment was at 2 percent. Ultimately, that’ll be going up quite a bit higher than that.22

			And again showing his brilliance, Trump added:

			I told people that I’d be very unhappy if they didn’t up their commitments very substantially, because the United States has been paying a tremendous amount, probably 90 percent of the cost of NATO. And now, people are going to start and countries are going to start upping their commitments. So I let them know yesterday, actually. I was surprised that you didn’t pick it up; it took until today. But yesterday, I let them know that I was extremely unhappy with what was happening, and they have substantially upped their commitment, yeah. And now we’re very happy and have a very, very powerful, very, very strong NATO, much stronger than it was two days ago.23

			A leftist professor at the University of Pennsylvania, Amy Castro Baker, conceded the reasons Trump won the election in 2016, in an interview shortly after the election. She stated: 

			We’re talking a lot about the middle class. We’re talking a lot about the working class. That’s important. That’s crucial. It’s clearly played a role in the election…. Pay has stagnated, while at the same time the cost of living is going up. We talk a lot about wage gaps and pay gaps, but it’s really more about a wealth gap. We’re talking about communities of people, both in those rural areas that came out strong for Trump and also in the city, where historically folks have voted for the Democratic Party. What we’re seeing are a real erosion of assets and wealth. People just don’t have things to protect them in the economy anymore.24 

			Curiously, similar arguments were made in support of Reagan, who defeated the weak and ineffective President Jimmy Carter in 1980. Much like Joe Biden today, Carter portrayed himself as a down-to-earth Christian guy who was in touch with the common man. But then he became president, and millions of people lost their jobs and energy prices skyrocketed. 

			Henry Olsen, a fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center, wrote after the 2016 election that Trump’s election was a sign that Reagan’s influence was returning to the Republican Party. He stated that the Reagan presidency displayed blue-collar conservatism in many ways, but principally in tax cuts:

			During the Reagan presidency, first it manifested itself that he was cutting taxes for everybody. He cut tax rates for everybody. He indexed the brackets for inflation. When he did his tax reform, he also increased the personal exemptions so that millions of people were removed from the tax rolls entirely.

			All families—all individuals—got a tax break even if their rates didn’t come down very much.

			So you had both a president who is trying to create jobs and increase private sector opportunity, who is giving tax cuts to everybody, not just the top 1 percent, and protecting people at or below the median income from cuts in their benefits.25

			There are many other similarities between President Reagan and President Trump, which we will explore throughout this book. However, the two were not ideological twins. Whereas Reagan was softer-spoken, Trump is, in a good way, brash and can be loud. Whereas Reagan often supported dovish policies on trade and towards China, Trump has taken a more hardline approach on China and trade. However, like Churchill benefitted from his predecessors, Trump has benefitted from progress made by Reagan. At the same time, both Reagan and Trump protected gun rights, supported ending abortion (pro-life policies), and saw the role of America as leader but not as policeman. In fact, one of the biggest surprises, in a very good way, is how President Trump has kept the United States out of endless wars and has tried hard to end our engagement in places like Afghanistan. In 1984, Reagan spoke on the topic of involvement in war:

			History teaches that wars begin when governments believe the price of aggression is cheap. To keep the peace, we and our allies must be strong enough to convince any potential aggressor that war could bring no benefit, only disaster. So, when we neglected our defenses, the risks of serious confrontation grew.

			Three years ago, we embraced a mandate from the American people to change course. And we have. With the support of the American people and the Congress, we halted America’s decline. Our economy is now in the midst of the best recovery since the sixties. Our defenses are being rebuilt, our alliances are solid, and our commitment to defend our values has never been more clear.

			America’s recovery may have taken Soviet leaders by surprise. They may have counted on us to keep weakening ourselves. They’ve been saying for years that our demise was inevitable. They said it so often, they probably started believing it. Well, if so, I think they can see now they were wrong.26

			President Reagan did try to keep us out of overseas foreign conflicts, preferring instead to build up our military and use diplomacy to protect American interests.

			As U.S. senator Rand Paul explained in a 2013 speech:

			Reagan’s foreign policy was robust but also restrained. He pulled no punches in telling Mr. Gorbachev to “tear down that wall.” He did not shy away from labeling the Soviet Union as an evil empire. But he also sat down with Gorbachev and negotiated meaningful reductions in nuclear weapons…. [T]he truth is that Reagan used clear messages of communism’s evil and clear exposition of America’s strength to contain and ultimately to transcend the Soviet Union.27

			Paul made similar comments, which we will touch on later, that got him in trouble with the mainstream media and the foreign policy establishment; all because he spoke in favor of peaceful talks that Trump held with Vladimir Putin. 

			Throughout this book, I have relied on a variety of sources to get a full picture of both Reagan and Trump. Of course, I am a Republican and a conservative. I have been outspoken in my support of Trump. Regardless, I have relied on original source material, contemporary and historical analysis, and verifiable data as much as possible. But of course, I do support Trump and believe Reagan was a great president as well, and I would have voted for him if I’d had to opportunity to do so. 

			Unlike the mainstream media, I am open in my political beliefs and admit I am not an objective, disinterested historian (if such a person even exists). I’ve provided a list of the sources I have drawn on, and you’re certainly welcome to review these sources and come to your own conclusion. This books relies on more than one hundred sources, as well as pages and pages of speeches by Trump and Reagan, and you can draw on these sources to make your own judgments.

			As another note, I do not spend much time in this book covering the historical life of Reagan or Trump. There are plenty of great books about their early lives and their early careers. This book is about how Trump and Reagan were unlikely heroes and how they led a nation. As I write this book, the 2020 election is several months away. Hopefully, there will be a second term for President Trump. Regardless, the four years he has been in office so far give us a good place to start with his legacy.

			This book is being written leading up to the 2020 election during a manufactured coronavirus crisis. Former vice president Joe Biden is running for president despite a lengthy record of lying, racism, and sexual harassment. Of course the mainstream media, the deep state, and the Swamp want to see Biden win in the same way that they wanted to see Hillary Clinton win, so that they can continue to machinate and pull the levers of power to hurt the average American.

			Thankfully, Americans benefitted from the leadership of Reagan and Trump, a topic that we will explore in depth in this book. Both presidents learned those leadership skills through a variety of roles that are surprisingly unusual for conservative Republicans. For example, Reagan and Trump both came from Hollywood—Reagan as a former actor and acting union president, and Trump figuratively coming from Hollywood, where he was wildly successful with The Apprentice after an already stellar career as the best real estate developer in the city of New York, if not the United States of America.

			Reagan served as governor of California, something he did well save for his mistakes on issues like abortion, which we will touch on later. He did a much better job, of course, than the terrible leader Governor Gavin Newsom has done. Newsom is one of the country’s worst governors and has completely botched his state’s response to coronavirus. He has also been an embarrassment to the state of California, failing to lead the state and instead wasting time on trying to stop Trump from being the enormously successful president he has been.

			In a speech on government waste in 1981, President Reagan said:

			I also want every member of this administration—from those in the Cabinet, to the sub-Cabinet, to Federal employees beginning their careers today—to understand that we will not tolerate fraud, waste, and abuse of the taxpayers’ dollars. Every allegation of wrongdoing, every investigative lead will be pursued thoroughly and objectively. The vital element in any program designed to fight fraud and waste is the willingness of employees to come forward when they see this sort of activity. They must be assured that when they “blow the whistle,” they will be protected and their information properly investigated. During the past few decades, government programs have multiplied and expenditures have grown by quantum leaps. But during this time, little attention has been paid to the serious problems of mismanagement and criminal fraud. One Department of Justice study has revealed that in social programs, fraud alone could be as much as 1 to 10 percent of the expenditures for those programs.

			It is time to put a halt to this waste and wrongdoing. These steps I have mentioned today represent only a beginning in one of the toughest and most important programs this administration will undertake: eliminating waste and fraud, and restoring the public’s faith in the integrity of government.28

			Reagan was a much better leader of California than Newsom has been. In 1969, he swiftly shut down violent protests in Berkeley—actually riots—for example. He pioneered new ways of government and worked to shrink the size of government, going at both Republicans and Democrats. As an actor, he wasn’t coming from a field of high-paid consultancy. He learned from his experience as a governor, an actor, and a broadcaster how to articulate a good message and how to hear back from the average American. As early as 1966, in the announcement of his candidacy for governor of California, Reagan said of the antiwar protests in Berkeley:

			[D]o we no longer think it necessary to teach self-respect, self-discipline, and respect for law and order? Will we allow a great university to be brought to its knees by a noisy dissident minority? Will we meet their neurotic vulgarities with vacillation and weakness? Or will we tell those entrusted with administering the university we expect them to enforce a code based on decency, common sense, and dedication to the high and noble purpose of that university?29

			As the website The Federalist noted of the Berkeley situation:

			Not unlike another wildly popular, yet wildly unpopular politician, Reagan was elected partly to restore law and order. A group of protestors put the governor to the test in 1969. They had been using a vacant plot of land for protests against the Vietnam War and decided to block the university from developing it. The day in May 1969 when the university attempted to erect a fence around the plot of land is called “Bloody Thursday.” A rally called to protest the action drew thousands and soon turned into a riot. Reagan ordered the Berkeley police and California Highway Patrol to shut it down…. Someone in the crowd shouts that Reagan should have negotiated with the students. Reagan, with the incredulity of someone who understands that youth don’t run the world for a reason, says: “Negotiate? What is to negotiate? All of it began the first time some of you who know better and are old enough to know better let young people think that they have the right to choose the laws they would obey as long as they were doing it in the name of social protest.”30

			Trump has stood up for free enterprise and American business while also standing up against cronyism and corporate welfare and protecting American ingenuity. We will explore throughout this book how Trump and Reagan displayed incredible leadership, foresight, and support for red-blooded Americans throughout their presidencies. Neither man was predictably presidential material, let alone a conservative president. But both men rose to the occasion.

			During his 1966 speech announcing his candidacy for the governor position in California, Reagan described a situation very similar to what he would face sixteen years later when he defeated Carter, one of the worst presidents in modern history:

			Some of those problems have grown faster than the population, and in that we’re number one in the nation. Now all of us are concerned that in our growth we don’t destroy the very things that brought us here in the first place. It won’t matter if the sky is big and bluer out here if you can’t see it for smog. And all our elbow room and open space won’t mean much if the unsolved problems are higher than the hills.

			Cracks have appeared in our economy. The unemployment rate is almost 40 percent higher than the rest of the nation. And we lead the nation in bankruptcies and business failures. We’ve dropped from sixth to thirteenth among the states with regard to new industries locating here. There’s no way to count the jobs that don’t exist, because they didn’t come here. But we can count very easily the eight hundred jobs that disappeared in Palo Alto when an aircraft plant moved to the East Coast.

			He added:

			But their approach to the solution of our problems reveals a basic disagreement in philosophy. They’re dedicated to a belief in rule by administrative edict, with more and more control and regulation of the economy, and of our lives. Just recently, a report of the Commission on California State Government Organization and [Economy] admitted there’s no way to count the boards, commissions, and bureaus in the executive branch. A legislative analyst made a partial count and listed 276—fifty-three appointed in the last few years.

			Now, we’re told that every increase in government is caused by increase in population. But government is increased four times as fast as population; and total state expenditures are up ten times as much. Budget deficits aren’t met by sound fiscal changes, but by one-time windfalls, sweeping the problem under the rug with gimmicks: advancing the collection of corporate income tax one year, sales tax the next.31

			President Trump, in just a few years, has restored respect for America and the American system of law and order and free enterprise. He has accomplished this despite having to overcome the tremendous damage wrought on America by President Obama. He won over support from America’s frontline public safety personnel, such as our military and police officers. Consider what Trump said in 2020 about our brave law enforcement officers. For context, this speech came during a wave of leftist violence from the Black Lives Matter and Antifa movements in cities like Portland, Oregon.

			In recent weeks, law enforcement has become the target of a dangerous assault by the radical left. The left-wing extremists have spread mayhem throughout the streets of different cities—in particular, Portland. If you look, Portland is one. Seattle, really, would be another. We had hundreds of millions of dollars’ worth of equipment—really good military equipment, good stuff. And a lot of it was protective. It was defensive equipment, where—like, vehicles that are very strong in terms of defense capability, where you wouldn’t get hurt; where the windows are, you know, shatterproof, etc., and bulletproof.

			And we gave that out to our police departments. It was sitting there gaining dust. That was the only thing it was gaining, was dust. And we gave that out to all of our police departments all over the country. And you have no idea: every place—every time I go someplace, the police thank me for that.32

			And this is, of course, just one way that Trump won over the police. They responded with support, as he won over numerous endorsements from our brave law enforcement officers.33, 34 The Florida police union head said:

			I spelled it out on what’s going on not just in Florida but across this country that, “Hey, you know what, we’re getting beat up. We’re getting used like a punching bag and we’re tired of it and President Donald Trump has been there for us. He supported us.

			Said a Michigan police union leader as the Democratic Party and far-left activists sought to defund the police:

			He supports the police, while the previous administration preferred to insult them or to find them guilty without due process. Our officers are under attack and are being told to “stand down.” At a time when civic leaders are choosing to tolerate televised felonies because a group of people is “offended,” we need real leadership.”35

			One thing that Trump did that directly relates to his ability to win over people and become an unlikely hero is how he won over his adversaries in his own party very quickly. It’s not necessary to go into the bitterness of the 2016 Republican National Committee primaries in depth, but suffice it to say that many in that party vehemently, and wrongly, opposed Trump. But many of those people made the right decision to reevaluate and ended up coming out in support of him.
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