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FOREWORD



 

 

There are movements which seek Christian Unity in ways that foster cooperation among various communions at local, regional, national and international levels. There is also a movement, which seeks not only the just-mentioned ecumenism, but also unity without uniformity within local churches. This is the Community Church Movement.

Since the early 1980’s the churches of this Movement have had in their memberships persons of various Christian traditions. Free to fashion its own worship forms, most often a church in this Movement has utilized Protestant practices. However, when a church’s membership has been comprised mainly of persons with Orthodox or Catholic backgrounds, it has preserved one of these worship traditions.

In 1923, two organizations emerged within the Community Church Movement. One was an alliance of professional church workers and another was an association of churches. This second organization, in 1950, merged with a third organization in the Movement to form the current International Council of Community Churches.

As the reader will discover, Bishop Theriault has provided us not only with a biography of Msgr. Vilatte, but also a history of various organizations dedicated to the preservation of some cherished Episcopal and Catholic traditions while attempting to answer the prayer of the Christ that his followers be united.

 

The Rev. Dr. J. Ralph Shotwell

Executive Director Emeritus

The International Council of Community Churches
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CHRONOLOGY



 

 

1854:   Born in Paris, France, on January 24.

1857:   Childhood in the Province of Maine. Influence of the Petite Église, an Independent Catholic body. Around the same time was founded a French-Canadian Community Organization of Religion (C.O.R.) Movement under the influence of Quebec reformer priest Charles Chiniquy (1809-1899), of whom he was to become disciple. Out of this movement came the Christian Catholic Church (C.C.C.), recorded in Kankakee County District Court, Illinois (1859).

1867:   Educated by the Christian Brothers at Lycée Saint-Nicolas de Vaugirard in Paris. They had him confirmed in June, at Notre Dame Cathedral, by Archbishop Georges Darboy.

1871:   Military service: Franco-German War.

1872:   Teacher in Gatineau (Hull Sector), Quebec. Lumber camps mission. Assisted Father Louis Reboul at the Parish of Our Lady of Grace.

1877:   Entered the Order of the Christian Brothers and did his novitiate in Namur, Belgium.

1878:   He left the order and came back to Canada. He wanted to upgrade himself and meet the requirements for entering seminary. For that purpose, he embarked on a two year postsecondary program (B.A. level) at the College of Saint Laurent, Quebec (a suburb of Montreal). It was the period of great evangelization campaigns by Fr. Chiniquy, under the auspices of the Société missionnaire canadienne-française (S.M.C.F.), 1875-1880.

1880:   Attended Fr. Chiniquy’s sermons in Montreal in the Summer.

1881:   Having joined the S.M.C.F., he taught at the Pointe aux Trembles Institute (suburb of Montreal) and did bible colportage and teaching for the Institut Méthodiste Français in Montreal. Also did supply teaching in Montreal. Met Bro. Zoël-James (Jean-Baptiste Gauthier) around that time. In October, he entered the ministerial training program at McGill University: French Theology Department (Presbyterian College), Montreal, Quebec.

1882:   Missionary in Fall River, Massachusetts, during vacation (April to September) at Pleasant Street French Congregational Church and in New York at the French Congregational Church (1883).

1883:   Seminarian at Saviour Ministerial Training School (Collège du Sauveur), St. Anne, Illinois, under Father Chiniquy. Admitted as official communicant, St. Anne Church.

1884:   Sent by Fr. Chiniquy to Green Bay, Wisconsin (WI), as a missionary inthe C.O.R. Movement (C.C.C.) among the Belgians and the French-Canadians of Wisconsin. Asked to lead the movement as pastor. Referred by Fr. Chiniquy to Gallican Church Rector Hyacinthe Loyson, former parish priest in Geneva, under Swiss Christian (Old) Catholic bishop Edward Herzog.

1885:   On March 28, admitted to a special course of study at Nashota House Seminary. Ordained Christian Catholic priest 7 June in Berne. Bon Pasteur (Good Shepherd) Mission established in Little Sturgeon.

1886:   Église du Précieux-Sang (Precious Blood Church) erected in Gardner, Wisconsin. Published Catechisme and Livre de priére à l’usage des catholiques-chrétiens based on Swiss Prayer Book. Determined to build a college or seminary. Father Ernest de Beaumont recruited as President.

1887:   Published tract called Appeal for Assistance in Building an Old Catholic College. Land obtained in Sturgeon Bay from the Business Men Association. Father Erastus Proth recruited as Assistant for Précieux-Sang Gardner.

1888:   Founded the Society of the Precious Blood (S.P.B.) on July 1 at Gardner, Wisconsin, with former Christian Brother Jean-Baptiste Gauthier. Pro-cathedral church of Sainte-Marie (St. Mary’s Church) established in Duval, WI. On June 6, formation of a Diocesan Council, with Guillaume Barrette and Édouard Debecker as Trustees.

1889:   Jean-Baptiste Gauthier, S.P.B. ordained priest 28 October in Berne, and appointed rector of Precious Blood Church, Gardner. General Assembly held in St. Mary’s Church, Duval, on November 16. Father Vilatte elected bishop of C.C.C. and faith and order declaration made. Bernard Harding admitted to the S.P.B. on July 1. Took the religious name Augustine de Angelis. Later ordained by Msgr. Vilatte.

1890:   Incorporation of the Diocese on February 13 in Kewaunee Co., WI. Rev. B.E. Harding appointed Secretary. On June 6, Augustin Marchand added to the Board of Trustees. He authored the book Ecclesiastical Relations between Old Catholics of America and Foreign Churches (1892) with trustees Barrette and Debecker. Faith and Order declaration published, with the title A Sketch of the Belief of the Old Catholics.

1891:   Traveled to Colombo, Ceylon (Sri Lanka), to be consecrated in the Western Rite of the Syriac Patriarchate of Antioch, leaving from New York on July 15.

1892:   Consecrated 29 May by Msgr. Antonio F.X. Alvares, Bishop of the Western Rite under Antioch (Independent Catholic Church of Ceylon, Goa and India), assisted by the Syriac Antiochean Bishops of Niranam and of Kottayam, India: Mar George Gregorius (St. Gregory of Parumala) and Mar Paul Athanasius. Inaugurated his episcopal ministry at Duval on August 5. English-speaking mission established in West Sutton, Massachusetts in the month of August. Edward R. Knowles ordained as priest in charge. First Mass of Green Bay Mission on August 24 (25 families). Started publication of a diocesan paper called The Old Catholic.

1893:   Appointed Grand Master (G.M.) of the Order of the Crown of Thorns (O.C.T.) in succession to G.M. the Rev. Gaston J. Fercken. Published Statutes of the Chivalrous and Religious Order of the Crown of Thorns (August 11). Had a booth in the World Parliament of Religions held in Chicago from September 11 to 18, in conjunction with the Columbian Exposition. New church (St. Joseph) established at Walhain, Brown County, on All Saints Day. Also in November, published Encyclical to All the Bishops Claiming to Be of the Apostolic Succession and the booklet St. Peter in Rome. Episcopal ministration to Independent Polish Catholics: dedicated a church for them at Detroit, Michigan, on December 24. Rector Dominic Kolasinski incardinated.

1894:   Father Florent de Menlenane, a priest in Roman Orders, received for ministry at Duval and Green Bay. Sisters Marie Ashmun and Anne Schoen joined the S.P.B. and opened a private school at Duval. Synod of Cleveland, Ohio, August 19-20: church declared composed of different nationalities. Polish church dedicated and priests ordained (A. Kolaszewski and S. Kaminski). American National Synod established and Polish-speaking constituency organized.

1895:   Church of St. Louis de France inaugurated in Green Bay. Rev. B.E. Harding appointed rector. Also installed as Grand Prior of the O.C.T. and Superior of the S.P.B. All Saints Polish Parish, Chicago, and its rector Anton Kozlowski received into the church.

1896:   Smaller Missal published on January 9 (an abridged translation of the French Prayer Book). Beginning of Quebec missions on May 5. Reverend Etienne Côté pastor in Montreal, and Reverend J.B. Gauthier, in Saint Ursula Falls, Maskinonge County. Polish parish established at Buffalo, New York on May 20. Lithuanian mission also established. The same month, meeting with group of French Canadians from Danielson, Connecticut (M. Bessette, E. Jetté, C. Leclair) who wanted to organize a congregation. Valentine Gawrychowski and Casimir Grzybowski ordained 14 August in Green Bay for Polish ministry. Also ordained: Edward Donkin for St. Louis, Green Bay (October 26), and Édouard Bovard, Théodore C. de Latte, Nicolas Pleiming and George Reader for ministry in Wisconsin.

1897:   Ordained Rev. Edgar Sneed for ministry in Wyoming. Approved project of having S.P.B. religious live under Benedictine Rule. Leader: Rev. B.E. Harding, who took the name Brother William. On August 7, 100 acres of land bought in Emery, Wisconsin. Sisters Marie and Anne were part of the project. Their goal was to open an orphanage in the monastery. In the month of September, at a synod held in Buffalo, the Rev. S. Kaminski was elected as suffragan bishop in charge of the Polish constituency. Rev. Kozlowski of Chicago did not acquiesce in the result and was consecrated rival bishop by European Old Catholics at Berne on November 21. St. Mary’s Church opened in Buffalo on October 1 by Rev. Donkin. Clergy conference held in Chicago on December 16.

1898:   In the month of February, took decision to transfer the episcopal see to Canada. Rectories and lands at Duval and Green Bay were sold. Money to be used to buy land and property in Saint Joseph Island (Algoma County), Ontario (June 8, 1898). On March 21, consecrated Stefan Kaminski in Buffalo. On April 19, ordained Flavien A. Minguy as parish priest for St. Mary’s, Duval. In May, ordained Anthony Pilzak for the Lithuanian Mission in Buffalo. Traveled to the United Kingdom. In June, visited Bishop Frederick G. Lee of the Order of Corporate Reunion, in Dorchester. Stayed with Benedictine Monks at Llanthony Abbey, South Wales. On July 27, ordained priest Dom Ignatius of Jesus (J.L. Lyne) and blessed him as Father Abbot of the monastery. He also ordained Dom Itud Mary of the Epiphany (A.C. Cobb) and blessed Mother Tudfil (Jessie Dew) as Prioress.

1899:   In January and February, spent time with Dom J. Parisot at the Benedictine Abbey of Ligugé in Poitou, France. Dom Parisot authored the book Mgr Vilatte, fondateur de l’Église vieille-catholique en Amérique. Through him, Bishop Vilatte was introduced to Msgr. Louis François de San Luigi to whom he succeeded as Grand Master of the Order of the Lion and the Black Cross (O.L.B.C.).

1900:   Installed as Prince-Abbot of San Luigi and Grand Master of the O.L.B.C. in the Chapel of San Luigi House, 199 Pereire Blvd in Paris. On May 6, he consecrated Padre Paulo Miraglia-Gullotti as Bishop for a C.O.R. movement in Italy and as Prelate Commander of the O.C.T. Also, C.O.R. project in France, with O.C.T. Sir Knight the Rev. J.E. Houssaye. Priests A. Ribourg and J. Constantin ordained in Paris. Death of former diocesan trustee Augustin Marchand on October 8. Burial in Duval by Father F.A. Minguy. Mission Notre Dame du Lac (Our Lady of the Lake) inaugurated in mid-October on Saint Joseph Island (Algoma), Ontario, Canada.

1902:   In January, published Letter Concerning the Acceptance of the Protestant Episcopal Faith by Bishop Kozlowski. Also through correspondence with the Department of the Interior in Ottawa (1902-1904), developed a scheme for establishing a community church colony in Western Canada with farmers from Europe. Helped in the development of the mission in Montreal.

1903:   On April 3, ordained Franciszek Kanski priest for the Polish Parish of Transfiguration in Chicago. On June 14, consecrated the Rev. Henry Marsh-Edwards bishop at Bournemouth for the church in England. Also ordained two priests, (possibly) including former Llanthony Abbey monk Maurice G. Stannard.

1904:   Gave Msgr. Miraglia-Gullotti of Italy authority to consecrate Sir Knight the Rev. J.E. Houssaye bishop for France and Prelate Commander of O.C.T., 4 December. Ordained T. Jakimowicz, A. de Lubicz and J. Tomaszewski for Polish ministry in Chicago

1905:   Law of Separation of Church and State promulgated in France (9 December). Religious Associations of Worship (C.O.R.) Movement began. Clergy conference held in Chicago on December 17. Priests renewed their vows to Msgr. Vilatte.

1906:   In France, helped priests and politicians to structure the Religious Associations of Worship (Community Church) Movement.

1907:   Leader of the French Community Church Movement (Gallican) centered in Paris. On January 23, inaugurated Église des Saints-Apôtres at 22 Legendre Street. Priests incardinated: P. Fatôme, G. Darragon, F. Meillon, L.A. Duhamel, J. Ruelle. Ordained Louis-François Giraud (June 21), who was to become his Vicar General in France. Italian-American C.O.R. Movement started in Ohio by the Rev. Luigi Lops. Church centre in Youngstown, dedicated to San Rocco.

1908:   Back in North America. Stayed in Montreal. Around that time ordained Ed O’Neill priest for ministry in Canada. Msgr. Miraglia-Gullotti appointed bishop auxiliary, in charge of the Italian-American constituency. Before leaving Europe for the U.S.A., he was granted authority to consecrate William P. Whitebrook as bishop for the church in England, on December 27. Father William (Harding), S.P.B., and five religious formed the Benedictine Abbey of St. Dunstan.

1909:   Presided over synod at Notre Dame Polish Church in Winnipeg, 6-8 March. Received Rev. Paul Markiewicz into the clergy and ordained two monks from Llanthony Abbey (South Wales): Gildas Taylor and Asaph Harris (also blessed as Abbot in succession to Dom Ignatius). In the Spring, took up residence in Chicago, where he published the booklet Apostolic Reunion in America.

1910:   Declaration of Ecclesiastical Principles made on January 6 jointly with Msgr. Kaminski and Msgr. Miraglia-Gullotti. Vilatteville founded in Chihuahua, Mexico, on July 18: a communal settlement under the auspices of the S.P.B. (Dismembered 10 May 1911 due to troubles caused by Mexican Revolution. Colonists transferred to New Mexico.) Former R.C. priest Enrico C. Carfora admitted to the Italian American Constituency and as successor to Rev. Lops in Youngstown, Ohio.

1911:   Msgr. Kaminski entered into eternal rest on September 19. Rev. Lops appointed to new church (St. Anne’s) organized among Bohemian Americans at Montpelier (Kewaunee County), Wisconsin, on July 26. Was also to minister at Gardner and at Duval.

1912:   Italian American constituency incorporated in Ohio, on June 14, as a National Diocese, by the Reverend Enrico C. Carfora. Cathedral parish in Youngstown (St. Rocco’s).

1913:   Ordained and mitred William H.F. Brothers, Second Abbot of St. Dunstan. On April 15, Hungarian American constituency organized. Church centre is South Bend, Michigan. Rector Viktor de Kubyiny consecrated bishop and invested as knight commander of O.C.T. On November 16, in New Jersey, Polish American Synod elected Josef Zielonka bishop. He was consecrated by Msgr. Miraglia-Gullotti.

1914:   Former Manitoba (Canada) R.C. missionary Casimir F. Durand ordained and appointed as assistant (French ministry) at Our Lady Church in Chicago. Also ordained: Rene Louis Zawistowski for Polish ministry in Central Falls, Rhode Island.

1915:   On June 20, Frederick E.J. Lloyd was ordained priest for Chicago and Samuel G. Line for Los Angeles. American Catholic (Community) Church Council (A.C.C.) incorporated in Illinois on July 13, 1915. In August Rev. Timothy V. Peshkoff ordained for an Eastern Rite constituency. November 6, Rev. Antonio Lenza received into the church with his parish of San Antonio de Padua, Hackensack, N.J. December 29, Rev. F.E.J. Lloyd consecrated as Bishop of Illinois.

1916:   On May 9, Msgr. Miraglia-Gullotti, half paralyzed came to live at Our Lady parish rectory in Chicago, with Msgr. Vilatte.

1917:   On October 24, birth of Rev. Durand’s twin sons Rene and Paul, thus named after Msgr. Vilatte and Msgr. Miraglia-Gullotti. On December 16, board of trustees formed in Central Falls, Rhode Island (RI), for the purpose of building a Polish church. Members included Albert Ogara and Stanley Chmura.

1918:   Msgr. Miraglia-Gullotti entered into eternal rest in Chicago on July 25. Msgr. Carfora brought the Italian National Diocese under Old Roman Catholic bishop de Landas (whom he succeeded in 1919). Rev. Franciszek Kanski mitred.

1919:   Established Our Lady of Nazareth Orphanage and Convalescent Home in Chicago. On May 18, dedicated new Polish church in Central Falls, Rhode Island.

1920:   Presided synod in Chicago on April 10. Swedish American constituency formed under Bishop Carl Nybladh, consecrated on December 5.

1921:   Ordained to the priesthood in Chicago, on September 27: George A. McGuire, M.D. and William Ernest J. Robertson for an African-American constituency (called African Orthodox Church/AOC). On September 28, Fathers Durand and Robertson assisted at and witnessed the consecration, by Msgr. Vilatte, of Dr. McGuire as Bishop Ordinary of the AOC. The Right Rev. Nybladh was co-consecrator.

1922:   Death of Father Jean Baptiste Gauthier in Green Bay (20 June). Wisconsin churches at Duval, Gardner and Green Bay turned into Anglican Rite parishes of the Diocese of Fond du Lac.

1923:   In March admitted Bishop G.A. McGuire into O.C.T. as knight commander. Invested him in June at Good Shepherd Church (AOC), New York. During the same ceremony, his wife Ada and Dr. Marie Louise Montague, president and founder of the International Humanity League, received the distinction called Le Grand Prix Humanitaire. Approved the founding of a parish church in Minneapolis, Minnesota, by Rev. C.F. Durand. In the month of June, having appointed Bishop Lloyd President of the A.C.C. and having put Father Durand in charge of the French-speaking Christian Catholics, he went into retirement to France. In October, at Gargan, he established Oeuvre Notre-Dame de France: an extension of the Church in America. On October 10, he issued a bull allowing the consecration (on November 18) of Rev. W.E. Robertson as Coadjutor to Bishop G.A. McGuire. On December 6, he appointed Rev. Maxime Adrot as Auxiliary in France.

1924:   On May 24 ordained Edmond Éthier at Gargan. Also ordained (in June): Charles-Alphonse Blanchette from Pittsburg. Asked to lead a National French Church by a group of politicians who attempted to revive the Religious Assciations of Worship. On December 25, as a means of expressing filial sentiments, Msgr. Louis F. Giraud of France (Bishop Houssaye’s successor), his auxiliary P.G. Vigué and Austrian Regionary Bishop Aloys Stumpfl named him Patriarch of the Gallican Episcopate. Rev. Axel Z. Fryxell of Seattle, Washington, consecrated as Second Bishop of the Swedish American constituency on June 24. Msgr. Victor de Kubyini installed as Bishop of Eastern Atlantic States (U.S.) on October 16.

1925:   Helped by Father Eugène Prévost of the Fraternité Sacerdotale, a Roman Catholic order that takes care of aged clergy. Made arrangements for Msgr. Vilatte to live with Common Observance Cistercian Monks at Pont Colbert, near Versailles.

1926:   Father C.F. Durand succeded Msgr. Vilatte as Bishop Ordinary of C.C.C. Consecrated September 16, in Minneapolis, by Msgr. Axel Z. Fryxell of the Swedish American Constituency. Msgr. Durand was to be Presiding Bishop of A.C.C. between 1940 and 1957. He had the Rev. Dr. J.N. Baudot (1879-1974) as assistant.

1927:   Msgr. Daniel William Alexander (1883-1970) consecrated as Archbishop of Africa, AOC, September 11, by Bishop G.A. McGuire. Later invested as Prelate Commander of Africa, O.C.T.

1929:   Msgr. Vilatte passed to his eternal rest at 4:00 P.M. on July 1. Funerals in the chapel of Pont Colbert Abbey. Buried in Gonards’ Cemetery, Versailles, 3 July.






LIST OF ORGANIZATIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS



 

 

A.C.C.   American Catholic (Community) Church (Council).

C.C.I.C.C.C.   Canadian Chapter of the International Council of Community Churches (I.C.C.C.). Created July 10, 1989, by the Board of Trustees of the I.C.C.C. in the United States. Incorporated under the Law on Canadian Corporations in 1990. The Christian Catholic Rite of Community Churches is the core unit, including its cathedral parish of St. Bernard and St. Gregory, Gatineau, Quebec.

C.C.R.C.C.   Christian Catholic Rite of Community Churches (Rite catholique-chrétien d’églises communautaires), also called Christian Catholic Church

       1859: First society, registered September 13 (Kankakee, Illinois): Christian Catholic Church – Église catholique-chrétienne);

       1890: French-speaking ordinariate, incorporated February 13 in Wisconsin, and entrusted to Msgr. Vilatte, consecrated in 1892;

       1894: The Ordinariate became a member of the A.C.C. (incorporated in Illinois in 1915 as a council of oversight);

       1926: The Ordinariate led by Msgr. Casimir F. Durand and the members of the Mid-West Mission Board, in Minneapolis, Minnesota;

       1957: The Ordinariate led by Msgr. Durand’s successor, the Very Rev. J.N. Baudot (1879-1974), and Bishop Durand’s twin sons Paul and Rene of Minnesota;

       1974: The Ordinariate led in Quebec, by Msgr. O’Neill Côté, installed and mitred 25 July; consecrated in 1978;

       1980: The Ordinariate established as a religious corporation by the Government of Quebec. Name in the letters patent: Christian Catholic Rite of Community Churches / Rite catholique-chrétien d’églises communautaires (Ordinariat des vieux-catholiques d’Amérique). A registered Canadian charitable organization. Category 39 congregations/parishes.

 

C.O.R.   Community Organization of Religion, or the Community Church movement. In the understanding of that Movement, from which arose the International Council of Community Churches (I.C.C.C.), the Church is a community of persons entered into mutual alliance and alliance with God, in a voluntary manner. The modalities of that alliance are determined by the communities and may vary, in consequence, from one community to another. The Rev. Dr. J.R. Shotwell, Executive Director Emeritus of the I.C.C.C., attributes the existence of the movement to the following motivations: overchurching, particularly in rural America, with its economic and staff problems; also restrictive denominational machinery that fed the desire for self-determination, lay activism, women’s concerns, and the hunger for a relevant and unifying religion.1 In this book, the abbreviation C.O.R. includes the Community Church Movement in France, called Mouvement des cultuelles (Religious Associations of Worship) that arose in 1905, following the promulgation of the Law of Separation of Church and State. In 1964, Msgr. Maurice Cantor of Mont Saint-Aignan founded a Cultuelle named Église Sainte-Marie which is a member unit of the I.C.C.C. In 1990, he was appointed General Superintendent of the French Chapter of the I.C.C.C. by the Board of Trustees in the United States.

C.R.C.   Collection de la Réforme catholique (P 103): Christian Catholic holdings at the Archives Nationales du Quebec, Centre de l’Outaouais in Gatineau. Collections are arranged in series (S). Documents are found by dossiers (D) and boxes (forward slash (/) followed by a number). Example: P 103, S4, D33/7 =Father Charles Chiniquy (1809-1899) and the Christian Catholic Church of St. Anne, Illinois.

D.Chr.   Title of Doctor Christianissimus (also abbreviated D.C. before 1930) granted by the Order of the Crown of Thorns to past Commanders and to meritorious persons, most often clergy.

I.C.C.C.   International Council of Community Churches, formed in 1950 by the union of the Biennial Council of the People’s Church of Christ and Community Centers in the U.S.A. and Elsewhere (African-American), and the National Council of Community Churches.

O.C.T.   Chivalrous and Religious Order of the Crown of Thorns (Ordre chevaleresque et religieux de la couronne d’épines), over which jurisdiction was given, 11 August 1893, to Msgr. Vilatte and his successors in the episcopate. Inspired by the Ordre du Genest founded in 1239 by St. Louis, King of France, to assure his personal safety and to protect the Crown of Thorns worn by the Lord. He placed the precious treasure in the Sainte Chapelle which he had built in Paris. In 1899, the title and authority of Abbot of San Luigi were transferred to Bishop Grand Master Vilatte and to his successors of the Episcopal see, including the Grand Mastership of the knightly Order of the Lion and the Black Cross (O.L.B.C.). San Luigi was an Abbey-Principality established in Tripoliana, at the frontier between Tunisia and Libya on St. Louis Day (August 25) 1883, by authorization of the French Colonial government of the time. The O.C.T. was reconstituted upon the traditional bases by Resolution No. 48 of the Corporation of the C.C.R.C.C. on 14 June 1998.

O.L.B.C.   Order of the Lion and the Black Cross. It is governed by the Abbot of San Luigi, in accordance with its constitution by Prince-Abbot Henry, its first Grand Master, 1883-1884.

S.M.C.F.   Société missionnaire canadienne-française. French Works is the general appellation given to the works of the non-Roman, French-speaking pastors of Quebec to evangelize their compatriots. Their origin stems from 1839, when some religious denominations realized that their missionary work among the French Canadians ought to be based on a common effort. The S.M.C.F. was founded on 13 January 1839, and quickly understood that the most urgent need for evangelization was the education of the young. Owing to that fact, in each mission a part of the pastoral residence would serve as a classroom during the week, and as a place of worship on Sunday. The creation of these little schools brought about the setting up of secondary institutions such as the Institut français évangélique de Pointe-aux-Trembles and the Institut méthodiste français in Montreal.

S.P.B.   Society of the Precious Blood (Société du Précieux-Sang/S.P.S.), founded 1 July 1888, by Msgr. Vilatte and Brother J.B. Gauthier, in Gardner, Door County, WI.






CLARIFICATION OF CERTAIN TERMS UTILIZED



 

 

Till the year 1983, the terms “Old Catholicism,” “Old Catholic,” Old Catholic Church,” “Christian Catholic” and “Christian Catholic Church” were used as synonyms within the C.C.R.C.C. It is necessary to interpret in that sense such works as: The Genesis of Old Catholicism in America by Bro. William (B.E. Harding), and Mgr Vilatte, fondateur de l’Église vieille-catholique aux États-Unis d’Amérique by Jean Parisot.

We also used the terms “Gallican,” “Gallican Church,” and “Gallicanism,” to designate the Church of France or of the Gauls (from the Latin, gallicanus) and the doctrine behind those words, which is the defence of the liberties of that church, vis-a-vis the Vatican polity and the Pope of Rome. That doctrine is summarized in the following four articles, drawn up by Bossuet and promulgated by Louis XIV (1682):

 


	
Princes are not subject to the authority of the Church in temporal matters.



	
The authority of the Pope is limited by that of the general councils in spiritual matters.



	
The authority of the Pope is limited by the laws and customs of the King and Church of France.



	
The opinion of the Pope is not infallible unless confirmed by the Church.





 

The fourth article excercised a great influence on the thought of Msgr. Vilatte and the C.O.R. movement, both Franco-American and French-Canadian. Equally, it influenced the Old Catholic movement in Europe after the promulgation of the papal dogmas of 1870-71 and the creation of Religious Associations of Worship after the the Law of the Separation of Church and State was passed in France in 1905. Bishops Casimir F. Durand (1879-1957) and O’Neill M. Côté (1939-1986), respectively second and third ordinaries of the C.C.R.C.C., made use of these terms, the first in his writing (such as the poem, Libres, catholiques et gallicans), and the other in applying the words “Gallican Mission” to the name of both the church in Quebec and the parish of Montreal-Longueuil (Saint-Étienne).

The last clarification concerns the term community churches. We employ it in the sense given in the Handbook of Member Churches of the World Council of Churches, to the International Council of Community Churches (1985, p. 223). Its origin is associated with the concerns of the C.O.R. movement: elimination of overchurching, particularly in rural America, with its economic and staff problems; also restrictive denominational machinery that fed the desire for self-determination, lay activism, women’s concerns, and the hunger for a relevant and unifying religion.
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