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        The Case of the Missing Body: A Lara’s Detective Agency Mystery by Stella Oni is set in Nigeria and is among the first in the book to take the reader to a genuinely foreign (if you assume America is your “normal”) place, with distinctly foreign manners, patterns of thought, and modes of speech. It accomplishes all this extremely well. The mystery in question isn’t a murder but, as the title suggests, the disappearance of a body from a morgue. Not just any body of course, but that of a tribal chief. It is delightfully well put together and a pleasure to read. The various interpersonal dynamics involved are what makes it all work and draws the reader in.
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        I thoroughly enjoyed this detective novel set in England with a touch of Africa. Detective Ade is reflective and courageous. She's a single woman raising her son. The opening case begins when some young kids find a severed hand of a child in their neighborhood. With all the twists and turns, tales of sacrifice, etc. and lively characters you'll be engrossed in the story right from the beginning. I personally hope Stella Oni is working on a book 2.
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        “The Stranger in the House” (short story) features Nigerian housekeeper, Elizabeth Ojo, who simply cannot resist getting nosy about some of the guests staying at the guest house where she works. She discovers more than she bargained for and finds herself tangled in a case that could have deadly consequences. Like Blanche White from the works of Barbara Neely, Elizabeth is a character readers will relate to and immediately fall in love with; thankfully, this story is listed as a prequel to the London House series.
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      With thanks to the readers who read, listen, and return.

    

  


  
    
      Just days before Christmas, private detective Lara Ayodele is called to an exclusive Lagos funeral home where the body of a powerful Yoruba chief has vanished from a locked, heavily guarded viewing room. With a public scandal looming and the family due to arrive, Lara has forty-eight hours to uncover the truth. As she and her assistant Edith Chen dig into CCTV footage, suspicious staff, and a mysterious power cut, the case begins to reveal more than a security breach. Beneath the surface lies a story shaped by power, silence, and long-buried pain.
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