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	PROLOGUE


The Oasis


The fluorescent lights of the Oasis Gas & Wash hummed with a frequency that made Elena’s teeth ache; a low vibration that resonated in her jaw. It was 11:42 PM. The air inside was a slurry of stale coffee and the cloying scent of pine air fresheners.


Elena stood by the soda cooler. She was not thirsty, but the cold glass was the only thing anchoring her to the room. She looked like a woman who had spent three years grieving in a cubicle: her skin the colour of a rainy Tuesday and her eyes a bit too wide. Her thumb was a raw mess, picked until it bled. It was an old habit, a tactile rhythm she could not break.


"That will be four-fifty," a voice rasped.


Elena jumped, her hip hitting the metal rack of potato chips with a sound like dry leaves being crushed. The clerk was a man who looked like he had been folded too many times. His eyes were fixed on a small television where shadows danced in black and white static.


She reached into her pocket. Empty. "I... I think I left my keys at the pump," Elena murmured.
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