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      When your girlfriend appears and tells you that there may be a problem, any sane man perks up and pays attention.

      Close attention.

      I’m Poker Boy, a superhero in the poker universe, and my girlfriend, Patty Ledgerwood, aka Front Desk Girl, is also a superhero. So not only could a “problem” be in our relationship, but it could be something that meant the world was about to explode, and we had ten minutes to save everyone or die trying.

      Yeah, that saving the world thing has happened a few times. Honest.

      So when she appeared and said that there may be a problem, it was sort of a double “pay attention” moment.

      Patty still wore her white blouse, brown slacks, and brown vest from her front desk job at the MGM Grand.

      I’d just finished playing in a poker tournament down at the Golden Nugget, so I was still in my black leather coat, fedora-like hat, and jeans that; is my superhero costume for the most part.

      I hadn’t expected Patty to get off work for a few more hours, at least. So I’d gotten some fries and a vanilla milkshake, and was sitting in the big diner booth in my office, just eating and staring out over the city, enjoying the moment of quiet.

      Superheroes don’t get many moments of quiet, and, if I’d realized that, I would have also realized the moment was about to end.

      “We got a problem,” Patty said, appearing beside the booth and sliding in next to me and taking a fry.

      I did the right thing and perked up, paid attention, focused on her, and asked, “Good problem, bad problem, world-ending problem?”

      Granted, not the smartest thing for a boyfriend to say, but she had caught me by surprise.

      “I don’t honestly know,” Patty said, munching her fry and looking worried. “Never seen anything like this before.”

      She took another fry and motioned for me to follow her over to the window.

      My office is an invisible glass cube that floats about a thousand feet in the air over The Las Vegas Strip. A few extra chairs and the old diner booth that sits in the very center of the room are the only furniture. I had put a wooden railing all the way around the inside of the glass to kill the feeling that any moment we might fall off the black-and-white tiled floor to our deaths on the hot pavement below.

      Patty pointed to a woman on the street corner near the front of the MGM Grand main entrance. From this height, the woman looked to be in high heels, wearing a very short mini-skirt and a blouse. She had a big orange purse over her shoulder.

      It was a hot September day out there, so that street corner must have been over a hundred degrees the way the sun radiated off all the concrete in this town.

      A couple of our adventures had started with us looking down on the street below, but this sure didn’t seem like an adventure, or even a problem. I was feeling no sense of worry or dread or anything, other than a desire to go back and finish my fries and milkshake.

      We watched for a moment as a couple near the curb moved slightly to go around the woman. The couple seemed to be arguing, and not happy with each other in any fashion. The woman reached out and touched the man, sort of like she was handing him a flyer or something, but I didn’t see anything in her hand.

      Then, still arguing, the couple seemed to walk into an opening in the air and just—vanish.

      “What the hell?” I said, blinking to see if I had actually seen what just happened.

      Again, I had no sense at all of danger from the woman, no sense that any harm was coming to the people who vanished.

      “So, you’ve never seen this before?” I asked Patty as we both watched the woman stand there, seeming to just be casually waiting, like a hooker on a street corner. Now that I looked a little closer, she sort of looked like a hooker, even though they were illegal in Las Vegas. Of course, that didn’t stop them much.

      “Never,” Patty said. “But I’m not getting a sense of danger from any of this.”

      “Neither am I,” I said. “But we got to figure this out. That couple had to have gone somewhere.”

      I glanced up at the ceiling, which I always did out of habit when calling my boss. “Stan, a little help?”

      Stan, my boss and the God of Poker, arrived an instant later. Just as I always wore a black coat, a black fedora-like hat, and jeans, Stan always wore a 1960s-style button-down cardigan sweater, tan slacks, and tan loafers. His hair was cut short and he looked like he could sell insurance in 1965.
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