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Prologue: Blood for Blood

Rain never ceased that night Alessio Moretti buried his brother in the earth.

It pounded like bullets against the white mausoleum, destroying the stillness of loss under frozen, merciless thunder. The smell of blood had not yet fully washed from his body since then—when Marco was slain on the steps outside their club, still grinning, still chuckling, mere seconds before everything went dark.

Now he stood at the edge of the grave, his fists clenched, his jaw set tight enough to ache. Not a tear rolled from his eyes.

Mafia men don’t cry.

Least of all Dons-in-waiting.

“Romano did this,” Alessio snarled, his voice like broken stone. “He sealed his son’s death warrant the moment he pulled the trigger.”

Behind him, his consigliere fidgeted in distress. “What’s the play, Boss?”

Alessio’s eyes seared the darkness. “You strike a Moretti, you pay in blood.”

“But the girl—”

Alessio’s face was frozen like stone. “His daughter will pay the debt. Not with death. But with liberty.”

He spun around, eyes blazing with frigid rage.

“I’ll marry Isabella Romano. And I’ll consume her father from the inside out.”

There was lightning in the air as Alessio left behind the grave of his brother—and the final fragment of his soul that could love without malice.
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