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This is America in the twenty-first century. 

For those of us lucky enough to have the right skin, the correct beliefs, and follow arbitrary rules, it used to be a land of plenty. A land of opportunity. A place where we, the majority, felt like the masters of all we surveyed.

We willingly ignored the darkness.

We happily turned a blind eye to the inequality between the haves and the have-nots.

We would say to ourselves, concerning the people on the bottom rung of the ladder, if they only worked hard and followed the rules, they could be almost as good as us.

Almost.

Things changed after 9-11. The distance between the rich and the poor increased. Rights were restricted at the federal and state levels. Those of us who thought we'd been on the top were not realizing we were closer to the bottom. Our children were being sent to fight a war that had nothing to do with freedom but everything to do with oil.
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