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●  The New Orleans Saints were established on November 1, 1966. This date is significant as it's All Saints' Day in the Catholic tradition.

●  The team was founded by David Dixon and the city of New Orleans.

●  New Orleans was awarded an NFL franchise after a successful lobbying effort by local business leaders and politicians.

●  The team's name, "Saints," was derived from the city's strong musical heritage, particularly the song "When the Saints Go Marching In."

●  Their first-ever game was a preseason match against the Los Angeles Rams in August 1967.

●  The Saints struggled in their early years, not achieving a winning season until 1987.

●  Tulane Stadium was the original home of the Saints until the Superdome was completed in 1975.

●  The Saints' first-ever regular-season game ended in a touchdown on the first play, a kickoff return by John Gilliam.

●  The team's colors, black and gold, were chosen to represent New Orleans' cultural and historical ties.

●  The Saints were part of the Capitol Division of the NFL's Eastern Conference in their inaugural season.

●  Archie Manning, father of Peyton and Eli Manning, was a standout quarterback for the Saints in the 1970s.

●  The Saints earned the nickname the "Aints" during some of their less successful seasons.

●  Fans once wore paper bags over their heads during a particularly disappointing season, signaling their embarrassment but unwavering support.

●  The team's first playoff appearance came in 1987, over two decades after their formation.

●  The Saints won their first division title in 1991 under coach Jim Mora.

●  Their primary mascot, named Gumbo, is a Saint Bernard dog, chosen due to the breed's popularity in the area.

●  Another mascot, Sir Saint, features an oversized chin, a nod to the city's French heritage.

●  Hurricane Katrina in 2005 severely damaged the Superdome, forcing the Saints to play elsewhere for an entire season.

●  The team's return to the Superdome after Katrina was marked by a memorable blocked punt against the Atlanta Falcons, symbolizing the city's resilience.

●  The Saints achieved their first Super Bowl win in 2010 in Super Bowl XLIV.

●  The team's victory in Super Bowl XLIV was seen as a symbolic triumph for the city post-Katrina.

●  Tom Benson purchased the team in 1985 and owned it until his death in 2018.

●  The Superdome is one of the most iconic structures in the NFL and has hosted numerous Super Bowls.

●  The Saints' fan base is affectionately called the "Who Dat Nation," derived from the chant "Who dat say dey gonna beat dem Saints?"

●  The Saints have a fierce rivalry with the Atlanta Falcons, making their matchups one of the most anticipated in the NFL.

●  The Saints and the Pittsburgh Steelers are the only two NFL teams to have won a Super Bowl in their only appearance.

●  The Saints' emblem, the fleur-de-lis, is a symbol of New Orleans and its French heritage.

●  In their first season, the Saints had a record of 3 wins and 11 losses.

●  Despite their rocky start, the Saints have gone on to win multiple division titles and have become a fixture in the playoffs.

●  The Saints' first head coach was Tom Fears, a former Los Angeles Rams receiver.

●  The Saints were the first team in the NFL to have a corporate sponsor on their practice jerseys.

●  Their fanbase is known for being incredibly loud, making the Superdome one of the toughest places for opposing teams.

●  The Saints have retired two jersey numbers: #8 for Archie Manning and #31 for Jim Taylor.

●  New Orleans went 20 years before seeing their first playoff win.

●  The Saints' fight song, "When the Saints Go Marching In," has strong ties to jazz and is a staple in New Orleans culture.

●  For the 2009-2010 season, the Saints had a 13-game winning streak, a franchise record.

●  The team has a tradition of the "Saints Walk," where players walk through the crowd to the stadium.

●  Prior to their Super Bowl win, the Saints lost in the NFC Championship game in 2006.

●  The Saints have fielded numerous Pro Bowl players over their history.

●  In their early years, the Saints' uniforms had a brighter shade of gold, which was later changed to the current darker shade.

●  The New Orleans Saints Hall of Fame Museum was founded in 1988.

●  The team's 2000 season was their first with a playoff victory.

●  The Saints once held training camps in locations as diverse as California, Mississippi, and Wisconsin.

●  The Superdome's renovation after Katrina made it one of the most modern stadiums in the NFL.

●  For the 2017 season, the Saints were the first team in NFL history to have two running backs each with over 1,500 yards from scrimmage.

●  The Saints have had multiple playoff appearances in the 21st century, solidifying their place as a top-tier NFL team.

●  Over the years, the team has had a variety of logos, with the fleur-de-lis remaining the most constant symbol.

●  Mardi Gras and the Saints are two of New Orleans' most iconic cultural staples.

●  The Saints' 2009 Super Bowl run had a season slogan: "Finish Strong."

●  The team has hosted the NFL Draft a few times, making significant contributions to the league's history.
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​Hall of Fame Players
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●  Rickey Jackson, a dominant linebacker, played for the Saints from 1981-1993 and was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2010.

●  Willie Roaf, an elite offensive tackle, played for the Saints between 1993-2001 and was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2012.

●  Morten Andersen, a legendary kicker, spent a good portion of his career (1982-1994) with the Saints and was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2017.

●  Jim Taylor, although more recognized for his time with the Green Bay Packers, played for the Saints in 1967. He was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1976.

●  Earl Campbell, another player known more for his time elsewhere, played for the Saints from 1984-1985. He was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1991.

●  Rickey Jackson is the first player to be inducted into the Hall of Fame primarily for his contributions as a Saint.

●  Willie Roaf was an 11-time Pro Bowler, with seven of those selections coming as a Saint.

●  Morten Andersen is the NFL's all-time leading scorer, with a majority of his points scored while with the Saints.

●  Rickey Jackson recorded a whopping 128 sacks during his career.

●  Willie Roaf's number, 77, was retired by the Saints.

●  Morten Andersen was known as the "Great Dane" because of his Danish heritage.

●  Rickey Jackson was a six-time Pro Bowler and a four-time first-team All-Pro selection during his time with the Saints.

●  Willie Roaf was selected for the NFL's 1990s All-Decade Team.

●  Morten Andersen's 382 games played are the most ever for an NFL player.

●  Andersen's 25 seasons in the NFL also tie him for the league record.

●  Rickey Jackson played in a total of 227 games during his career, with 195 of them being for the Saints.

●  Willie Roaf, during his career, was known for his incredible athleticism and quick feet, especially for a man of his size.

●  Andersen is one of the few kickers in the Hall of Fame, showcasing how dominant he was at his position.

●  Rickey Jackson was part of the vaunted "Dome Patrol" linebacking corps for the Saints.

●  Willie Roaf's father, Clifton Roaf, is in the College Football Hall of Fame.

●  Andersen holds the record for the most games played with a single franchise, 196 with the Saints.

●  Rickey Jackson ended his career with 29 forced fumbles.

●  Willie Roaf played college football at Louisiana Tech, making him a home-state favorite.

●  Andersen's 2,544 career points put him atop the NFL's all-time scoring list.

●  Rickey Jackson is widely considered one of the best outside linebackers in the history of the NFL.

●  Willie Roaf was known for his incredible durability, missing only one game during his tenure with the Saints.

●  Andersen's career field goal percentage is 79.7%.

●  Rickey Jackson was also an excellent run defender, recording over 1,000 tackles in his career.

●  Willie Roaf's agility made him one of the best pass protectors in the league.

●  Morten Andersen's longest field goal was 60 yards, showcasing his incredible leg strength.

●  Rickey Jackson was inducted into the Saints' Ring of Honor in 2013.

●  Willie Roaf's consistency is evident in him being named first-team All-Pro four times during his career.

●  Andersen was known for his clutch performances, hitting many game-winning field goals.

●  Rickey Jackson is one of the few linebackers to record over 100 sacks and 1,000 tackles.

●  Willie Roaf was inducted into the Saints Hall of Fame in 2008.

●  Andersen's 40 field goals of 50 yards or more were an NFL record at the time of his retirement.

●  Rickey Jackson's relentless playing style made him a fan favorite in New Orleans.

●  Willie Roaf's mother, Andree Layton Roaf, was the first African-American woman to serve on the Arkansas Supreme Court.

●  Morten Andersen's 176 games with 100 or more points are an NFL record.

●  Rickey Jackson was also named to the NFL's 1980s All-Decade Team.

●  Willie Roaf was known to study his opponents meticulously, leading to his consistent dominance.

●  Andersen was the Saints' leading scorer for 22 seasons.

●  Rickey Jackson's leadership was instrumental in the Saints' defensive success during the 1980s and early 1990s.

●  Willie Roaf, in addition to his Saints accolades, also had a successful stint with the Kansas City Chiefs.

●  Morten Andersen's 565 career field goals made were an NFL record at the time of his retirement.

●  Rickey Jackson was a key figure in the Saints achieving their first-ever playoff berth in 1987.

●  Willie Roaf was known for his quiet demeanor off the field but fierce competitiveness on it.

●  Morten Andersen's consistency and longevity are testaments to his dedication and training regimen.

●  Rickey Jackson's six Pro Bowl appearances as a Saint are the second-most in team history.

●  Both Willie Roaf and Rickey Jackson are celebrated not just for their on-field prowess but also for their contributions to the New Orleans community.
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​Notable Coaches, General Managers and Front Office Personnel
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●  Sean Payton has been the most successful head coach in Saints history, leading the team since 2006.

●  Mickey Loomis has served as the general manager of the Saints since 2002.

●  Tom Benson, who owned the team from 1985 until his passing in 2018, played a pivotal role in keeping the Saints in New Orleans.

●  Jim Finks, the general manager from 1986 to 1992, was instrumental in turning around the franchise's fortunes.

●  Jim Mora was the first head coach to lead the Saints to a playoff appearance in 1987.

●  Under Sean Payton's leadership, the Saints won Super Bowl XLIV.

●  Mickey Loomis has been credited with building a consistently competitive roster during his tenure.

●  Tom Benson's ownership saw the Saints rise from perennial strugglers to Super Bowl champions.

●  Jim Finks was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1995, recognized for his contributions to the NFL and the Saints.

●  Jim Mora's tenure as head coach from 1986 to 1996 is the second-longest in team history.

●  Sean Payton is known for his offensive genius, leading some of the most potent offenses in NFL history.

●  Mickey Loomis has a reputation for being one of the shrewdest general managers in the league.

●  Tom Benson's philanthropy extended beyond the Saints, as he made numerous contributions to the New Orleans community.

●  Jim Finks drafted key players like Willie Roaf and Rickey Jackson, setting the foundation for future success.

●  Jim Mora famously once exclaimed, "Playoffs? Don't talk about playoffs!" in a post-game interview.

●  Sean Payton's aggressive coaching style was epitomized in the onside kick to start the second half of Super Bowl XLIV.

●  Mickey Loomis has overseen some of the most successful draft classes in team history.

●  Tom Benson's vision led to the renovation and modernization of the Superdome.

●  Under Jim Finks, the Saints achieved their first winning season in franchise history.

●  Jim Mora's "Dome Patrol" defense is considered one of the best in NFL history.

●  Sean Payton was suspended for the 2012 season due to the "Bountygate" scandal.

●  Mickey Loomis and Sean Payton's partnership has been one of the most successful in the NFL.

●  Under Tom Benson's leadership, the Saints underwent several logo and uniform changes.

●  Jim Finks' tenure marked a shift in the franchise's fortunes, leading to sustained success.

●  Jim Mora's passionate coaching style endeared him to fans, even though it sometimes got him into trouble with the media.

●  Sean Payton has the highest winning percentage of any Saints head coach.

●  Mickey Loomis has consistently found talent in the later rounds of the NFL draft.

●  Tom Benson's purchase of the team in 1985 saved the franchise from potential relocation.

●  Jim Finks was responsible for hiring Jim Mora, a decision that changed the course of Saints history.

●  Jim Mora was the first coach in Saints history to have back-to-back winning seasons.

●  Under Sean Payton, the Saints have consistently ranked among the top offenses in the NFL.

●  Mickey Loomis was also involved in the NBA, serving as the head of basketball operations for the New Orleans Pelicans.

●  Tom Benson's legacy is honored with a statue outside the Superdome.

●  Jim Finks' leadership brought stability to a previously unstable franchise.

●  Despite never winning a playoff game, Jim Mora is remembered fondly by Saints fans.

●  Sean Payton's creativity on offense has led to numerous record-breaking seasons for the Saints.

●  Mickey Loomis' ability to manage the salary cap has allowed the Saints to remain competitive.

●  Under Tom Benson's ownership, the Saints became one of the most valuable franchises in the NFL.

●  Jim Finks and Jim Mora's partnership laid the groundwork for the Saints' future success.

●  Jim Mora's emphasis on defense was a departure from the Saints' previously offense-centric approach.

●  Sean Payton's relationship with quarterback Drew Brees has been central to the Saints' success.

●  Mickey Loomis' talent evaluation has been key to building a consistently competitive roster.

●  Tom Benson's dedication to the city of New Orleans was evident in his efforts to keep the team local.

●  Jim Finks was a key figure in the NFL's labor negotiations during the 1980s.

●  Jim Mora's tenure saw the rise of the "Who Dat" chant, now synonymous with the Saints.

●  Sean Payton's return in 2013 after his suspension saw the Saints return to the playoffs.

●  Mickey Loomis' free-agent signings have included some of the biggest names in the NFL.

●  Tom Benson's leadership was instrumental during the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, ensuring the Saints remained in New Orleans.

●  Jim Finks' influence can still be felt in the Saints organization today.

●  Jim Mora's intensity and passion made him one of the most memorable coaches in Saints history.
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●  The Saints' very first draft pick in 1967 was Les Kelley, a linebacker from Alabama.

●  In 1981, the Saints drafted Heisman Trophy winner George Rogers as the first overall pick.

●  The 2001 draft was particularly notable for the Saints, as they selected running back Deuce McAllister from Ole Miss.

●  Hall of Famer Willie Roaf was a first-round pick (8th overall) by the Saints in 1993.

●  The Saints made a significant move in the 1999 NFL Draft, trading their entire collection of draft picks to the Washington Redskins to select RB Ricky Williams.

●  Archie Manning, father of Peyton and Eli Manning, was the second overall pick by the Saints in the 1971 NFL Draft.

●  In 2017, the Saints selected Alvin Kamara in the third round, and he quickly became an offensive sensation.

●  The Saints chose two Hall of Famers in the 1981 draft: George Rogers and Rickey Jackson.

●  New Orleans selected wide receiver Michael Thomas in the second round of the 2016 draft.

●  In 2006, with the second overall pick, the Saints selected Reggie Bush, a highly-touted RB out of USC.

●  The 1986 draft brought in linebackers Pat Swilling and Sam Mills, two members of the vaunted "Dome Patrol" defense.

●  In 2008, the Saints drafted Tracy Porter, who later made a game-sealing interception in Super Bowl XLIV.

●  Despite being a seventh-round pick in 1977, Stan Brock went on to start 143 games for the Saints.

●  The Saints have had five drafts where they selected two players who would later be named All-Pros: 1981, 1986, 2006, 2016, and 2017.

●  New Orleans has had the first overall pick in the NFL Draft five times in team history.

●  In 2015, the Saints drafted Andrus Peat, who became a multiple-time Pro Bowl selection.

●  The Saints selected Morten Andersen, one of the greatest kickers of all time, in the 4th round of the 1982 draft.

●  In 2009, the Saints found a gem in punter Thomas Morstead in the fifth round.

●  Jahri Evans, drafted in the fourth round in 2006, became one of the best guards in the league and a key piece of the Saints' O-line.

●  In 1991, the Saints used their first pick to draft offensive tackle Willie Roaf.

●  Marques Colston, one of the most productive receivers in Saints history, was a 7th round pick in 2006.

●  The Saints drafted three players from The Ohio State University in the 2016 NFL Draft.

●  Cameron Jordan, a cornerstone of the Saints' defense, was a first-round pick in 2011.

●  The Saints didn't have a first-round pick in 2012 but found a star in Akiem Hicks in the third round.

●  In 1979, the Saints selected Russell Erxleben, a punter/kicker, in the first round – a very rare occurrence.

●  The Saints drafted tight end Jimmy Graham in the third round of the 2010 NFL Draft.

●  New Orleans found a diamond in the rough by drafting RB Pierre Thomas as an undrafted free agent in 2007.

●  The 2017 draft is considered one of the best in Saints history, yielding players like Marshon Lattimore, Ryan Ramczyk, and Alvin Kamara.

●  In 1993, the Saints selected a fullback, Lorenzo Neal, in the fourth round.

●  The Saints have drafted players from LSU, the state's flagship university, multiple times throughout their history.

●  Mark Ingram, a Heisman Trophy winner, was selected by the Saints in the first round of the 2011 draft.

●  The Saints traded up in the 2018 draft to select DE Marcus Davenport.

●  New Orleans has drafted players from over 200 different colleges throughout their draft history.

●  The 1989 draft yielded 4-time Pro Bowler Wayne Martin.

●  In 2014, the Saints drafted WR Brandin Cooks in the first round.

●  The Saints have only drafted one player from Harvard: TE Cameron Brate in 2014, though he never played a game for them.

●  New Orleans selected Darren Howard in the 2nd round of the 2000 draft, who went on to record double-digit sack seasons for the team.

●  The 2008 draft brought in Carl Nicks, who became a key part of the O-line.

●  Safety Tommy Myers, selected in the 3rd round of the 1972 draft, went on to play 10 seasons with the Saints.

●  The Saints have historically had great success with undrafted free agents, including WR Lance Moore and RB Chris Ivory.

●  The Saints drafted Steve Gleason in the 1999 NFL Draft, who later became a team legend and inspiration for his fight against ALS.

●  New Orleans selected CB Mike McKenzie in the 1999 draft, and he quickly became a defensive stalwart.

●  The 1987 draft saw the Saints select 4 players who would go on to become long-term contributors to the team.

●  In 1996, the Saints drafted RB Troy Davis in the third round.

●  The 2013 draft saw the Saints pick up Terron Armstead, a future cornerstone of their offensive line.

●  In 2002, the Saints drafted WR Donte' Stallworth with their first pick.

●  The Saints selected LB Alex Anzalone in the third round of the 2017 NFL Draft.

●  The 2015 draft brought in LB Stephone Anthony with the Saints' first pick.

●  New Orleans picked WR Robert Meachem in the first round of the 2007 NFL Draft.

●  In the 2004 NFL Draft, the Saints selected DE Will Smith, who became a key player for the team's defense.
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●  Drew Brees, the team's all-time passing leader, joined the Saints in 2006 and led the team to a Super Bowl win.

●  Running back Alvin Kamara has become known for his versatility, both as a runner and a receiver.

●  Wide receiver Michael Thomas set the NFL record for most receptions in a single season in 2019.

●  Marques Colston, despite being a late draft pick, is the Saints' all-time leading receiver.

●  Deuce McAllister is the Saints' all-time leading rusher, with 6,096 yards.

●  Reggie Bush, though his career was controversial, brought excitement and versatility to the Saints' offense.

●  Tight end Jimmy Graham was a dominant force in the Saints' passing game, especially in the red zone.

●  Mark Ingram II, during his time with the Saints, became a consistent and powerful runner.

●  Wide receiver Joe Horn is best remembered for his creative touchdown celebrations and his Pro Bowl seasons with the Saints.

●  Pierre Thomas, an undrafted free agent, played a crucial role in the Saints' Super Bowl run.

●  Archie Manning, though he played during some of the team's less successful years, is one of the most beloved Saints quarterbacks.

●  Jahri Evans, a guard, played a crucial role in solidifying the Saints' offensive line during their most successful years.

●  Running back Ricky Williams, despite a controversial career, had some productive seasons with the Saints.

●  Willie Roaf, an offensive tackle, was a dominant force on the Saints' line and was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

●  Tackle Terron Armstead has been crucial in protecting Drew Brees during the later years of his career.

●  Andrus Peat, an offensive lineman, has been a consistent presence on the Saints' line since being drafted.

●  Fullback Lorenzo Neal was a powerful blocker and a fan favorite during his time with the Saints.

●  Eric Martin, a wide receiver, had seven seasons with over 700 receiving yards with the Saints.

●  QB Aaron Brooks led the Saints to their first-ever playoff win during his tenure.

●  Dalton Hilliard, a running back in the late '80s and early '90s, scored 53 total touchdowns for the Saints.

●  Tight end Jeremy Shockey played a key role in the Saints' Super Bowl-winning season.

●  Morten Andersen, a kicker, is the Saints' all-time leading scorer.

●  Center Max Unger, acquired in a trade, was a vital piece of the offensive line during his Saints tenure.

●  QB Bobby Hebert led the Saints to multiple playoff appearances in the late 1980s.

●  Running back Chuck Muncie was a Pro Bowler and a key player for the Saints in the late '70s and early '80s.

●  WR Brandin Cooks, during his time with the Saints, showcased explosive playmaking ability.

●  RB George Rogers, though his time with the Saints was short, had an impressive rookie season, rushing for over 1,600 yards.

●  Tight end Henry Childs was a consistent receiving threat for the Saints in the 1970s.

●  Wide receiver Danny Abramowicz was one of the Saints' first star players, making a Pro Bowl in 1969.

●  Tony Galbreath, a running back in the '70s, was a dual-threat, amassing yards both on the ground and through the air.

●  WR Lance Moore was a consistent and reliable target for Drew Brees during the team's Super Bowl era.

●  Tackle Jammal Brown was a two-time Pro Bowler and a key protector for Drew Brees.

●  RB Reuben Mayes, in the late 1980s, had back-to-back 1,000-yard rushing seasons.

●  WR Wes Chandler was a dynamic playmaker for the Saints in the late 1970s.

●  Center LeCharles Bentley, though his time with the Saints was short, was a two-time Pro Bowler.

●  QB Teddy Bridgewater stepped in for an injured Drew Brees in 2019 and went undefeated as a starter.

●  RB Darren Sproles, though small in stature, was a versatile weapon for the Saints' offense.

●  WR Willie Snead IV was a reliable pass-catcher during his time with the Saints.

●  Tackle Kyle Turley was known for his aggressive play and memorable on-field moments.

●  RB Chris Ivory, an undrafted free agent, became a powerful runner for the Saints.

●  WR Robert Meachem was a deep threat for Drew Brees during the late 2000s and early 2010s.

●  Tackle Stan Brock played 13 seasons with the Saints and was a consistent presence on the offensive line.

●  QB Dave Wilson, in the 1980s, had some notable performances, including a 486-yard passing game.

●  RB Mario Bates had a notable rookie season in 1994, scoring eight touchdowns.

●  WR Quinn Early was a consistent target in the Saints' passing game in the early 1990s.

●  TE Josh Hill, though never a star, was a reliable and versatile piece of the Saints' offense for several years.

●  RB Wayne Wilson, in the 1980s, was a dual-threat, contributing both as a runner and a receiver.

●  WR Devery Henderson was known for his speed and had several long touchdown receptions for the Saints.

●  TE Irv Smith was a first-round pick in 1993 and had several productive seasons with the Saints.

●  RB Mike Strachan, in the 1970s, had multiple seasons with over 800 rushing yards.
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​Defensive Star Players
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●  Linebacker Rickey Jackson, a Hall of Famer, is the Saints' all-time leader in sacks.

●  Cameron Jordan, a defensive end, has consistently been one of the top pass rushers in the league during his tenure with the Saints.

●  Linebacker Sam Mills, part of the "Dome Patrol", is remembered for his intensity and leadership.

●  Safety Tommy Myers was a standout player for the Saints in the 1970s.

●  Linebacker Pat Swilling, another member of the "Dome Patrol", was known for his pass-rushing prowess.

●  Cornerback Marshon Lattimore quickly became one of the top cover corners in the league after being drafted by the Saints.

●  Linebacker Vaughan Johnson, a four-time Pro Bowler, was yet another member of the famed "Dome Patrol".

●  Safety Sammy Knight, in the late 1990s and early 2000s, was a ball-hawking defensive back for the Saints.

●  Defensive end Wayne Martin was a consistent pass rusher for the Saints in the 1990s.

●  Linebacker Jonathan Vilma became a leader of the Saints' defense and played a key role in their Super Bowl-winning season.

●  Cornerback Dave Waymer, in the 1980s, was a reliable presence in the Saints' secondary.

●  Defensive tackle La'Roi Glover led the NFL in sacks in 2000 as a member of the Saints.

●  Safety Roman Harper, a two-time Pro Bowler, was known for his hard hits and leadership.

●  Linebacker Scott Fujita was an integral part of the Saints' Super Bowl-winning defense.

●  Defensive end Joe Johnson, in the late 1990s and early 2000s, was a consistent pass-rushing threat.

●  Cornerback Jabari Greer was a reliable cover corner for the Saints during their most successful years.

●  Defensive tackle Norman Hand was a force in the middle of the Saints' defensive line in the late 1990s.

●  Linebacker Mark Fields, in the mid-1990s, was known for his speed and tackling ability.

●  Safety Gene Atkins was a hard-hitting presence in the Saints' secondary in the 1990s.

●  Linebacker Winfred Tubbs was a Pro Bowler and a key player for the Saints' defense in the 1990s.

●  Cornerback Tracy Porter made one of the most memorable plays in Saints' history with his interception return for a touchdown in Super Bowl XLIV.

●  Defensive end Frank Warren was a consistent presence on the Saints' defensive line in the 1980s and early 1990s.

●  Safety Darren Sharper, though his post-career actions are controversial, had a standout season for the Saints in 2009.

●  Linebacker Hoby Brenner was a reliable player for the Saints' defense in the 1980s.

●  Defensive end Charles Grant played a key role in the Saints' defensive line rotation during their successful years in the 2000s.

●  Cornerback Mike McKenzie, acquired in a trade, provided a boost to the Saints' secondary.

●  Linebacker Jim Merlo, in the 1970s, was known for his tackling ability and work ethic.

●  Safety Brett Maxie, in the late 1980s and early 1990s, was a reliable presence in the Saints' secondary.

●  Defensive tackle Derland Moore was a mainstay on the Saints' defensive line in the 1970s and 1980s.

●  Linebacker Keith Mitchell was a Pro Bowler for the Saints in the late 1990s.

●  Cornerback Toi Cook was a ball-hawking defensive back for the Saints in the 1980s and 1990s.

●  Defensive end Renaldo Turnbull, in the early 1990s, was a pass-rushing threat for the Saints.

●  Safety Frank Wattelet was a reliable player for the Saints' defense in the 1980s.

●  Linebacker James Haynes was a consistent presence for the Saints' defense in the late 1990s.

●  Defensive tackle Tony Elliott, in the 1980s, was a force in the middle of the Saints' defensive line.

●  Linebacker Kiko Alonso, though his time with the Saints was short, made an impact with his play.

●  Safety Malcolm Jenkins has had two stints with the Saints and has been a leader in the secondary each time.

●  Defensive end Alex Okafor, in the late 2010s, provided a pass-rushing boost opposite Cameron Jordan.

●  Linebacker Demario Davis quickly became a leader and playmaker for the Saints' defense upon joining the team.

●  Safety Josh Bullocks, in the mid-2000s, was a consistent presence in the Saints' secondary.

●  Defensive end Bruce Clark, in the 1980s, was a consistent pass-rushing threat.

●  Linebacker Darrin Smith, in the late 1990s, was known for his speed and coverage ability.

●  Safety Jay Bellamy, in the early 2000s, was a reliable player for the Saints' defense.

●  Defensive end Will Smith was a key player for the Saints during their Super Bowl-winning season.

●  Linebacker Mo Vaughn was a standout player for the Saints in the early 1980s.

●  Cornerback Keenan Lewis, a New Orleans native, was a fan favorite and a key player for the Saints' defense.

●  Safety Vonn Bell, in the mid-2010s, was known for his hard hits and playmaking ability.

●  Linebacker Alvin Toles was a consistent presence for the Saints' defense in the late 1980s.

●  Defensive end Cameron Cleeland, in the late 1990s, was a pass-rushing threat for the Saints.

●  Safety Chris Banjo, though primarily a special teams player, made several key plays on defense during his time with the Saints.

.
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​Team Milestones
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●  The New Orleans Saints were officially granted an NFL franchise on All Saints Day, November 1, 1966.

●  Their first-ever game was played on September 17, 1967, against the Los Angeles Rams.

●  The team recorded their first winning season in 1987, finishing 12-3.

●  The Saints clinched their first division title in 1991.

●  New Orleans won their first-ever playoff game on December 30, 2000, against the St. Louis Rams.

●  The Saints reached their first NFC Championship Game in the 2006 season.

●  They won their first and only Super Bowl, Super Bowl XLIV, in February 2010.

●  New Orleans has won the NFC South Division title six times as of my last update in September 2021.

●  The team's first head coach was Tom Fears.

●  The Saints had their first 1,000-yard rusher (George Rogers) in 1981.

●  Their first 3,000-yard passer was Archie Manning in 1979.

●  The "Dome Patrol" era of the late 1980s and early 1990s is considered one of the best linebacker corps in NFL history.

●  The Saints have a tradition of fans wearing paper bags over their heads during the team's less successful years, coining the nickname "Aints".

●  The Saints returned to the Superdome on September 25, 2006, after Hurricane Katrina, marking a significant milestone in New Orleans' recovery.

●  That return was highlighted by Steve Gleason's blocked punt, which has since been memorialized with a statue outside the Superdome.

●  The team has been to the playoffs 13 times as of September 2021.

●  The Saints have played over 800 games since their inception.

●  The team recorded its highest-scoring game in 2011 with a 62-7 win over the Indianapolis Colts.

●  They've finished first in the NFL in total offense six times.

●  The Saints have had ten head coaches in their history.

●  They have boasted five NFL Rookie of the Year award winners.

●  The team's longest winning streak in a single season is 13 games.

●  New Orleans has hosted five Super Bowls, though only one featured the Saints.

●  The Saints’ first-ever draft pick was a running back, Les Kelley, in 1967.

●  They became the first team to beat a defending Super Bowl champion in their opening game the following season when they defeated the Dallas Cowboys in 1972.

●  The team had its first-ever shutout against the Buffalo Bills in 1973.

●  The 2009 season marked the first time the Saints started with a 13-0 record.

●  The Saints won their 100th game on October 7, 1979.

●  They've had over 350 players selected for the Pro Bowl.

●  The 2011 Saints offense set the record for the most yards in a single season.

●  The team has seen five players inducted into the NFL Hall of Fame.

●  The Saints completed the biggest comeback in team history in 2009, erasing a 21-point deficit to win.

●  They have finished a season with a perfect home record three times.

●  The Saints have been featured on Monday Night Football over 40 times.

●  They played their first international game in London in 2008.

●  The team has retired two jersey numbers: #31 for Jim Taylor and #81 for Doug Atkins.

●  New Orleans hosted its first playoff game in the Superdome in 1992.

●  The Saints won their 300th game on November 1, 2010.

●  The team has come from behind to win in the fourth quarter over 100 times.

●  They've won more than 100 games decided by three points or fewer.

●  The Saints have played more than 25 overtime games.

●  The team has achieved over 50 shutout quarters in their history.

●  The Saints captured their first NFC South title in 2006.

●  They've had more than ten seasons with ten or more wins.
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