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This e-book is licensed for your personal
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Copyright and Trademarks

 


All rights reserved. No part of this book
may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any means,
graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, taping, or by any information storage retrieval system,
without the written permission of the author. All products,
publications, software and services mentioned and recommended in
this publication are protected by trademarks. In such instance, all
trademarks & copyright belong to the respective owners. A
catalogue record for this book is available from the British
Library.

 


This e-book is copyright protected and is
NOT free. You may NOT give it away! If you do, legal proceedings
will be started for copyright infringement and compensation for
potential loss of earnings.

 


This publication is Copyright 2018 by Dog
Experts Publishing.

 


For comments, questions, requests for review
copies and bulk order discounts please email:
help@feelhappybooks.com

 


Disclaimer and Legal Notice

 


This book has been written to provide useful
information on the Pug. It should not be used to diagnose or treat
any medical condition. For diagnosis or treatment of any animal
medical condition, consult a qualified veterinarian. The author and
publishers are not responsible or liable for any specific health or
allergy conditions that may require medical supervision and are not
liable for any damages or negative consequences from any treatment,
action, application, or preparation, to any person reading or
following the information in this book. References are provided for
informational purposes only and do not constitute endorsement of
any websites or other sources mentioned. We have no control over
the nature, content, and availability of the websites listed.

 


While every attempt has been made to verify
the information shared in this book, neither the author nor the
affiliates assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, or
contrary interpretation of the subject matter herein. Any perceived
slights to any specific person(s) or organization(s) are purely
unintentional. The information in this book is not intended to
serve as legal advice.



 Foreword

 


Congratulations on purchasing this book.
You’ve made a wise choice, as many of the world’s top Pug breeders
have been involved in contributing to this book.

 


Once you’ve reached the end, you will have
all the information you need to make a well-informed decision
whether or not the Pug is the breed for you. Also, at the end,
you will find a very special surprise in store as a thank-you for
buying this book!

 


As an expert trainer and professional dog
whisperer, I will teach you the human side of the equation, so you
can learn how to think more like your Pug and eliminate behavioral
problems.
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Here is how I first met (and fell in love
with) the Pug…

 


Bentley had a face straight out of a
gangster movie. I swear if you had given that dog a cigar and a
fedora he would have been a dead ringer for Edward G. Robinson. The
first time I met him, the Pug began circling my chair, muttering
dark canine trash talk under his breath.

 


“What am I doing wrong?” I asked Bentley’s
owner.

 


“You’re sitting in his chair,” my friend
Mike said, reaching for a sticky roller. “And you’re going to be
covered in dog hair.”

 


My friend Mike, injured early in life in a
car accident, had limited mobility, but loved dogs. He was
attracted to Pugs as a breed because they have reasonably low
exercise needs. Mike had a fenced backyard, and Bentley was good
going out a couple of times a day to play. The rest of the time he
could be found snoring in his bed under Mike’s desk.

 


Beyond the shedding, Mike related absolute
horrors of housebreaking lessons that went on for six months. “I
thought I’d lose my mind,” Mike said. “But once he got it we were
good. Until it rains. Mr. Precious Paws there doesn’t like to get
his feet wet.”

 


At that, Bentley let out a rather
undignified and world weary moan and we both laughed. At that
sound, the dog perked up, fixed us with a quizzical look and Mike
said, “Go get your toy, little man.”

 


Bentley played with the same degree of
enthusiasm he brought to napping and was one of the funniest dogs I
think I’ve ever seen. I fell in love with him and asked if I could
bring him treats next time I came over.

 


“One treat,” Mike warned. “He’s a chow hound
and I have to watch him so he doesn’t get too fat. And I’m warning
you. If you show up with a treat once, he’ll expect you to bring
him something every time.”

 


Mike was right. As soon as Bentley saw me
come in the door, he was an absolute pest until I handed out his
“surprise,” usually a Greenies dental chew which seemed to be the
best healthy compromise.

 


When Mike had to go into the hospital for
hip replacement surgery, he asked me if I’d take Bentley until he
was home and could at least get around well enough to let the dog
out. I was happy to do it, and was surprised by how well Bentley
started running my household.

 


One of the dog’s favorite daily “chores” was
the cleaning of his facial wrinkles. He all but hummed with
pleasure as I used a baby wipe to clean out the creases on his face
and dry them with gauze. He slept with me, and snored like a buzz
saw, but darned if he didn’t look so comfortable, I didn’t
mind.

 


When I took him home, Bentley seemed to
immediately understand that Mike was under the weather, and was
great about not getting in the way of the crutches or otherwise
tripping up his lame human. Later Mike admitted that getting over
the hip replacement was so hard, he didn’t think he would have
gotten through it without Bentley making him laugh.
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Photo Credit: Jane Dowdy of Goneroamin
Pugs.

 


They were together for 14 years before
Bentley passed of old-age related illnesses. He was a very healthy
dog until the last six months of his life and after a decent
mourning period, Mike called to tell me he had a Pug puppy. I went
over to meet the new dog and was greeted by a whirling dervish of a
dog that seemed to stop and pee on the carpet every five
minutes.

 


“How are you doing with having a young dog
in the house?” I asked Mike, who looked like he’d been through
armed combat.

 


“Well, I’m definitely not as young as I was
when I did this last time,” he said, “but what can I say? Bentley
ruined me for any other breed.”

 


It’s a common sentiment among Pug owners. As
you will read in this book, the dogs are not without their
challenges, but they are one of the most popular toy companion
breeds for good reason — they have the companion part of the
equation nailed and they’re great fun!
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FANCY SOME PUG FUN? WE ALSO RECOMMEND DOGS
GO AROUND THE WORLD BY FEEL HAPPY COLOURING BOOKS…
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This top-selling coloring book aimed at
adults and older children has a page on the Pug (as well as 24
other popular dog breeds).

 


Available on Amazon and other good online
bookstores, this is a memorable gift idea for relaxation, fun, and
enjoyment.

 



Chapter 1 - Meet The Pug

 


The Pug is a wonderful combination of
comedian and dignified companion. A dog that thrives in the company
of his humans, the Pug is always up for a game, ready to dispense
affection, or seek the center of attention—generally all at one
time! Ignore a Pug, and you’ll have a very unhappy (and insistent)
little dog on your hands.
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Some experts think the name “Pug” comes from
the Latin for “fist,” which may be a reference to the shape of the
breed’s face. Others claim the name is derived from the old word
for goblin or small monkey. An alternate, but unofficial
explanation could be the way these dogs punch through all barriers
of inattention and make sure they aren’t just noticed, but included
in everything that’s going on!

 


The purpose of this book is to consider Pugs
as family pets. In the United States, they are currently the 32nd
most popular breed based on registration numbers at the American
Kennel Club (AKC). The UK Kennel Club has them even higher as the
4th most popular breed.

 


Compared to other breeds Pugs have a unique
look and personality which is why they are so popular. It’s hard to
look at a Pug smiling up at you and not smile back. The breed has a
friendly, open demeanor accentuated by the dog’s dark facial
coloration (mask), deep-set wrinkles, short nose, dark eyes, and
generally moderate underbite. The look is in keeping with the Pug’s
reputation for being a canine clown, renowned for his love of
showing off.

 


Pugs are easy enough to maintain in
terms of grooming requiring perhaps 30 minutes to an hour each
week, although they do shed their coats all through the year with
peak periods in spring and fall (autumn). On a weekly basis, you
should brush their coat once or twice, keep their faces clean and
check their eyes daily for problems. Once a month you will need to
trim their toe nails and give them a bath.

 


Pugs are also easy in terms of
exercise, of course they love walks as much as the next dog but
there are other higher activity breeds if that is what you are
looking for. In addition you should be aware that being a
short-nosed breed they can easily become overheated and have
difficulty in high temperatures.

 


While Pugs are very amiable, playful and
confident dogs they can certainly be stubborn too, which
makes for a challenge when it comes to training them!

 


Pugs are an extremely brachycephalic
(flat-faced) breed and can suffer from breathing difficulties, eye
problems and skin problems. While it is important to be aware of
these issues before you buy one, these needn’t put you off as the
thousands of Pug owners worldwide will tell you. At an average
lifespan prediction of 15 years on the far side, Pugs are
long-lived little dogs.

 


You’ll often see the Pug described as,
“multum in parvo.” It’s an apt description since it basically
means, “big dog in a little body.” Pugs are a member of the Toy
breed group, these small companion dogs are commonly referred to as
“lapdogs”. Most toy breeds love attention and are very friendly and
affectionate. Pugs make a great choice for both young (families)
and old alike. They love being with their owners and don’t like
being left alone for long periods of time.

 


Experienced Pug breeders from all over
the world have kindly given their time to answer questions and give
their expert advice. You are about to benefit from literally
hundreds of years’ experience of living with Pugs and breeding
them.

 


Amy McLelland of Pickwick Pugs tells
us the best things about the Pug: “My husband Jeff and I chose this
breed when we first married after scouring through a dog breed
book. Initially, we were attracted to the book's statement that
they required minimal grooming and exercise and loved to sit on
laps.

 


“After spending 27 years living with this
breed, I can now say that what I love most about Pugs is their
playful personalities and loving dispositions. Pugs are intelligent
little clowns, packed with personality, and can get under your skin
with their funny antics and sometimes independent minds. Bred
specifically for companionship, Pugs are very social creatures and
thrive when they are with their “people”, whether humans or other
playmate, (preferably another Pug).”

 


Christina Hedrick and Cathleen Codling of
Wahoo Pugs & Pug Rescue of North Carolina, Inc on why
choose a Pug compared to other breeds: “I think people become
addicted to Pugs because of their funny, outgoing personalities.
They want to be with their human so if you go to the bathroom you
are sure to have someone in tow. This makes the breed special to
me. Pugs are not a yappy dog like most of your toy breeds and are
often referred to as a big dog in a small body. They love nothing
more than to please you. All these qualities are why I think Pugs
are a special breed and stand out from the rest.”

 


Physical Size and Appearance

 


For this section we wish to sincerely thank
Judy Horton who judges Pugs in the show ring for kindly
supplying illustrations and comments.

 


The modern Pug is a compact, cobby dog with
a squarish body, a deep chest, and well-developed musculature. It
stands on moderately long, straight legs that are strong and set
well under the body. The small feet are an oval shape with thick
pads and clearly defined toes sporting black nails. Rear feet are
slightly smaller than the front.

 


The head is large, exceptionally so in
relation to the rest of the body, and round. Indentations of any
kind or an “apple” head are undesirable. The head should have a
very short and well developed square foreface without the slightest
sign of "turn up" of the nose. The head has a distinctively round
shape yet the top of the skull is relatively flat.
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Head wrinkles are important to give the
breed its typical expression. The wrinkles on the forehead are deep
and in a fan shape and they are set off by the darkening of the
folds. The surplus skin under the throat and around the face forms
a large fold or ruff. The wrinkles on the forehead come together in
a diamond shape sometimes called a thumb mark which is seen in fawn
dogs.

 


The black nose is set in the center of the
face, the top of the nose being on a level with the center of the
eyes. The nose must have well opened nostrils. Viewed from the side
the muzzle should be as short and flat as possible and from the
front it should be wide and well filled up under the eyes and
almost equal to the width of the forehead.

 


The neck should be slightly arched to
resemble a strong, thick crest, with enough length to carry the
head proudly. The neck should increase in breadth as it blends
smoothly into the well-placed shoulders.

 


Julianne McCoy of Low Country Pugs:
“Pugs can be pretty smart. One thing we talk about is once a Pug
matures, their head should pop (get larger) and their chest should
drop forcing them to walk correctly with their legs apart. You
should see a square when you look at a Pug from any angle.”
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Rose ear
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Button ear

 


Pugs have two ear types: rose and button. Of
the two, the rose ear is rounder and smaller, folding so that the
front edge sits against the side of the head. The preference for
breeding and show purposes, however, is the larger button ear,
which sits level with the top of the forehead and folds at a
precise 90-degree angle. The thin, small ears set high and to the
outside are velvet soft.

 


The eyes should be prominent, bold, and
dark, but full of fire and mischief when the dog is excited. Color
should be dark brown or black and is unaffected by coat color.
These large, dark eyes should be set well apart with black rims and
in fawn dogs surrounded by a dark mask.

 


The mask is the black coloring of the
muzzle and is part of what gives the Pug its unique appearance. It
starts under the chin and covers the entire muzzle, rises over the
top of the nose and then encircles both eyes.

 


The trace is the straight line
running down the Pug’s back. Don’t worry, this is considered to be
an official marking of the breed and is not a disqualification if
you wish to show your Pug. The trace is not always present and is
highly prized. It should be a fine shading of dark hair from
occiput to tail along the spine.

 


[image: tmp_1a5ab3e515eaeaf90fed69bd76afd0a7_yvnQf2_html_m48591213.jpg]

 


We asked Jane Dowdy of Goneroamin
Pugs if potential new owners come to her with misconceptions or
myths about Pugs: “Many potential puppy buyers ask me if it is true
that their eyes can just pop out. Yes Pug’s eyes do have the
potential to "pop out" but it rarely happens and is usually due to
a traumatic injury or result of a fight with another Pug. I stress
to new owners the importance of knowing how their Pug’s eyes look
normally. Any variation from the norm such as squinting or bluish
tinge to the eye means it is then very important to get the Pug to
the vet as soon as possible. Early treatment is essential for a
good outcome.”
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Rosemary Robles of Pocket Pugs says:
“Most prospect buyers are interested in getting the correct size of
the Pug. The standard is 14‒18 pounds for the USA and we are in the
toy group. They want to be able to travel with their Pugs on the
plane and in the cabin with them. The Pug was bred for
companionship and wants to be with you at all times. Size is
important since they most likely will be carrying him or her or
having them on their laps. All Pugs have great personalities, very
clown like and entertaining.”

 


We asked Australian breeder Felicity
Prideaux of Hugapug if Pugs in Australia are any
different to those in the US and the UK.

 


“With the ability to ship semen and import
dogs I think that the difference between Pugs in the various
countries is blurring. My preference has always been for the
American style over the English style, simply because to me they
are consistently square in outline and demonstrate, what I believe
is, the correct length of leg. Over the years I’ve seen many videos
of Pugs in the UK who are long in back and shorter in leg than I
like to see. However more recent videos from the UK are showing
many dogs displaying an outline that I prefer.”

 


On average, Pugs stand 12–14 in. /
30.48–35.56 cm. at the shoulder and weigh 14–18 lb. / 6.35-8.16
kg.

 


Know from the beginning of your relationship
with this breed that obesity can be a serious problem for
these thickset little dogs, so it’s quite common to see 20 lb. /
9.07 kg. Pugs, even though that may not be the healthiest body
weight for the breed. One of the biggest contributors to longevity
is not to fall for the big pleading eyes that demand food! Sadly,
many older Pugs are overweight, which leads to issues with joints,
heart, and skin. The excess fat can produce chemicals that speed up
joint deterioration. The fittest Pugs live the longest!

 


Coat, Color, Tail

 


The American Kennel Club recognizes just two
colors which are fawn and black. Fawn can cover a wide range of
hues that vary from very light fawn to a darker fawn that is
similar to tan. A silver or apricot Pug will be registered as a
fawn.

 


The FCI (World Canine Organization) and
Kennel Club in the UK allows for four colors for the Pug: silver,
apricot, fawn or black.

 


The Canadian Kennel Club (CKC) allows for 3
colors: fawn, silver-fawn or black (fawn can be any shade from
light apricot, deep apricot to reddish gold.

 


To date science has
conclusively proven that the naturally occurring colours in Pugs are black and shades in the fawn
spectrum, those being fawn, apricot and silver. All Pugs also carry
the gene which creates the wonderful black mask and ear colouring.
So, what if your Pug is brindle or all white or pied or black and
tan? This simply means that one of your Pug’s ancestors was crossed
with another breed, such as a Boston Terrier, French Bulldog,
Staffordshire Bull Terrier or Griffon in order to introduce these
new colours. These colours are not recognised by any kennel club,
but that doesn't stop your Pug being your best friend and an
amazing companion.

 


The solid black Pug without any other
markings is one of the rarest coat colors as they usually have an
additional color known as a marking.

 


Julianne McCoy of Low Country Pugs:
“One issue we are having with the Pugs is that we have some
breeders that are not breeding appropriately. They are breeding the
Pug to a Boston Terrier or back to a French Bulldog to get a
brindle Pug. There is no such thing as a brindle Pug. These dogs
are mixed breeds.”
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Photo Credit: Felicity Prideaux of Hugapug
and Wilomark Imagery.

Single coat on left and double on right.

 


David and Judith Johnson of Foursquare
Pugs: “We are fighting a battle here in the States with those
that would genetically hurt our breed by not health testing, or
breeding mixed breeds, or breeding unrecognized colors. White, blue
or brindle colors are totally unacceptable under the breed
standard. These dogs are being sold for a lot of money as rare.
They are not rare, they are mixed breeds.”

 


Felicity Prideaux of Hugapug:
“Pups do change colour as they age, winter coats
are often a different shade than summer coats. Blacks, particularly
if born from a black and a fawn parent, show a reddish tinge to
their coat as the old coat starts to fall out and new coat comes
through. Blacks can be both single and double coated. As fawns and
blacks were bred together, so the double black coat began to be
more common.”

 


Pam Donaldson of Highland/Kendoric
Pugs: “There are other countries that do not prefer the double
coat that we prefer in the US. The US Pugs do have a tendency to be
fluffy coated and very soft to touch. Fawn Pug puppies are born
quite dark and may even exhibit some stripe like patterns for the
first couple days after birth. Over the weeks, they gradually
lighten usually from the legs up. Black puppies are always black
but they may also have degrees of blackness depending how much fawn
genetics is in their background. Some blacks may even have few fawn
hairs mixed in their coats, which isn’t desirable in a show dog,
but they are still black; not silver or blue.

 


“Fawn and black Pugs often have white
markings on their chests which are quite evident on a black Pug,
but not easily seen on a light coated fawn. The white mark on a
black show Pug’s chest is supposed to be small and in some
countries not acceptable in the show ring at all. Judging results
often seem to indicate a preference for the fawn color. I have been
told that it can be hard for judges to see the expression on a
black Pug’s face and I have been told dog photographers prefer fawn
Pugs for this same reason.”

 


Sue Lee of Tsuselena Pugs: “The Pugs
from abroad are easy to spot in the UK show ring and as enthusiasts
we should be able to celebrate the differences. The dogs we see
from other countries do have slightly longer legs and I think
better bone and forward reach. The UK Pugs generally have a less
'stuffy' neck with more of a crest. There are excellent examples to
be seen from different countries albeit with slightly different
Breed Standards.

 


“The biggest easily visible difference is the
Pug coat. UK Pug’s coats are naturally short and untrimmed. The UK
Breed Standard is very clear that coats must not be clipped,
stripped or scissored. Our Breed Specialist judges would consider a
longer coat as any other fault or departure from the Breed
Standard.”

 


The Pug’s tail, which is relatively short,
stands up over the hip in a curl. There are various “sets” to
describe the tail position including:

 


• high and tight with a double curl

• single curl

• set overly high above the back

• hanging loose with no curl

• set low but close to the body
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The AKC breed standard, in reference to the
tail reads, “The short back is level from the withers to the high
tail set. The body is short and cobby, wide in chest and well
ribbed up. The tail is curled as tightly as possible over the hip.
The double curl is perfection.”

 


Pug Health Issues

 


Brachycephalic means ”shortened” head and
refers to the short nose and flat face of dogs like Pugs, Shih
Tzus, Chihuahuas, Chow Chows, Pekingese, Bull Mastiffs and English
Toy Spaniels.

 


There has been negative publicity in the
media suggesting that their distorted physique means that many
suffer from health issues including difficulty breathing needing
expensive veterinary care.

 


We have asked our contributing experts about
this and many point out that all breeds have some potential
health issues that are particular to the breed. Responsible
breeding is the key and a number of new health initiatives have
been introduced to minimize these possible problems.

 


In the United States the American Kennel
Club (AKC) has a new program called Bred with H.E.A.R.T.
where breeders commit to:

 


HEALTH — Certifying that their breeding
stock is health tested in accordance with the recommendations of
their breed's AKC Breed Parent Club.

 


EDUCATION — Promising that they will pursue
AKC provided or AKC approved continuing breeder education so that
they stay current on the best breeding practices, including
advances in canine health.

 


ACCOUNTABILITY — Agreeing to comply with the
AKC Care and Conditions Policy, including inspections by the AKC,
and promising to share with AKC health testing and continuing
education documentation.

 


RESPONSIBILITY — Accepting responsibility
for the health and well-being of the puppies they produce and for
complying with all laws regarding the ownership and maintenance of
dogs.

 


TRADITION — Upholding the AKC's tradition of
breeding purebred dogs that are happy and healthy.

 


Members of the Pug Dog Club of America
(PDCA) support the Canine Health Information Center (CHIC) registry
which is a centralized canine health database sponsored by the
Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA). The PDCA recommends the
following tests:

 


• Hip Dysplasia — OFA Evaluation.

• Patellar Luxation — OFA Evaluation.

• OFA or CERF Eye Examination - annually by
a boarded ACVO Ophthalmologist.

• Pug Dog Encephalitis (PDE) — DNA test for
Necrotizing Meningoencephalitis.

• Elbow Dysplasia (Optional) — OFA
Evaluation.

• Pyruvate Kinase Deficiency (PKD)
(Optional) — DNA based PKD test results from an approved lab.

• Serum Bile Acid Test (Optional) — PDCA
recommends Bile Acid testing for puppies. Typically a 1-2 hour
post-prandial Bile Acid is run at 9-10 weeks of age. If it is
elevated, then a repeat test is performed using both fasting and
post-prandial samples.

 


So, what is OFA certification? The
Orthopedic Foundation for Animals was established in 1966 by John
M. Olin after he found that hip dysplasia was affecting his
sporting dogs. The OFA maintains a database for hip dysplasia and
now also maintains databases on other genetic disorders as well as
performing DNA testing.
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Photo Credit: Laura Libner of Loralar
Pugs.

 


In the United Kingdom the Pug Breed Council
has launched the Five Star Health Scheme. The Pug Breed
Council was formed in 1995 and is comprised of The Pug Dog Club,
The Northern Pug Dog Club, The Wales and West of England Pug Dog
Club, The Scottish Pug Dog Club and The West Pennine Dog Club. In
2005 The Pug Breed Council Health Sub Committee was formed and
liaises with The Kennel Club on current health issues of the
Pug.

 


“For those interested in the health of their
Pug, or thinking of breeding, the Five Star Health Scheme being
introduced will be a valued tool in assessing health and
suitability for breeding. Moving forward this will help the puppy
buyer in selecting a puppy from health-tested parents that have
completed the Scheme and attained a certificate. The way in which
the Scheme works is as follows:

 


“The first step is to join the Scheme and
register your Pug via the website. You will receive a Visual Health
Assessment Form that your Vet completes. Once you have returned
this to our Breed Health Coordinator you are able to submit the
results of the remaining tests. When all are completed, a
certificate will be awarded.

 


“The five tests are as follows, Visual
Health Assessment form (VHA), Patella Score, Pug Dog Encephalitis
(PDE), Hemivertebrae X-ray (HV), Brachycephalic Obstructive Airway
Syndrome (BOAS).

 


“For information on the Health Scheme and to
enroll your Pug, plus details on buying a puppy you can visit the
dedicated website. Julia Ashton (Public Relations Pug Breed
Council).”

http://www.pughealth.org.uk

 


We asked Gail Saffer of Ragemma Pugs
on what you can do to minimize potential issues: “I have been
involved with Pugs since 1984. Always check that parents have been
health tested and never buy a puppy unless you can see it with the
mother. It’s not always possible to see the father, as a breeder
might have used an outside dog. I never let my pups go until they
are 12 weeks old by which time they would have been fully
inoculated, microchipped and preliminary X-rayed to ensure no
obvious hemivertebrae—I have now X-rayed eight generations but it
can still come out like two people having a normal healthy baby and
then suddenly having a spina bifida child, so no guarantees. I
always give my new puppy owners a contract information sheet, diet
sheet, worming certificate, Kennel Club papers and copies of any
health tests that sire and dam have had.”

 


Julianne McCoy of Low Country Pugs:
“The Pug is the easiest breed I have ever owned or bred. I am not
in a Vets office all the time unless they need a checkup. Eyes are
always a problem when they are puppies which makes it very
important to keep nails cut short because when playing, Pugs
usually aim for the eyes. Breeding has its challenges since they
don’t always breed naturally and may require a C-Section. Some
mothers have to be held down to get them to feed their babies and
there are others that are ready to wean them off once the teeth
come in.”

 


The Pug Puppy

 


Bringing a new puppy home is fun, even if
the memories you’re making include epic, puppy-generated messes!
Young dogs are a huge responsibility no matter how much you love
them, and they take a lot of work. Pug puppies are possessed with
boundless quantities of energy. They play non-stop and they love to
chew.

 


We asked Annie Sullivan of CASull Pugs
how a Pug puppy would compare to other breeds: “Pugs in general are
comical little characters now multiply that by ten when working
with a Pug puppy. They should be confined to a crate or a room
where there’s nothing they can chew and get in trouble with if the
new owner can’t watch them. They can be stubborn with potty
training; I think this is a small dog thing to be honest. I tell my
new puppy parents the best way to potty train them is taking them
outside every two hours around the clock (yep set your alarm) for
two weeks. They are just like having a new born baby in the house!!
Pugs are usually food motivated, so after they come in from doing
their business (and ONLY if they've actually done their business)
give them a small treat. You must be consistent!! Pugs love toys so
they need to have a toy box full so they can entertain themselves.
But toys aren’t all they need ... Pugs were originally bred (and
continue) to be companions and they need their people!! Pugs don’t
mature until they’re about two years old so brace yourself. And
even then they are smart and always a step ahead of you. I like to
give all my Pugs a little bit of peanut butter several times a week
because I read peanut butter is good for brain development.”
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Every new pet owner hopes to have a
well-mannered, obedient, and happy companion. If there is anything
you must understand about your Pug puppy, and this is something I
cannot stress strongly enough or often enough, it’s this—they can
be hard to house- train! This aspect of Pug ownership requires a
lot of patience on your part. It may take as long as six months for
your dog to “get it,” and stop making messes inside.

 


After that, I would say, be prepared for
the shedding, it’s massive and year round! These dogs are also
known to be exceptionally flatulent, so keep the air freshener on
hand.

 


If you don’t have the time to spend working
with your Pug in the areas that will make him a desirable
companion, ask yourself if this is really the time in your life to
have a pet. What is your work schedule? Do you have to travel often
and for extended periods? Only purchase a Pug if you have time to
spend with him.

 


Initially you will need to devote several
hours a day to your new puppy. You have to house-train and feed
him frequently every day, giving him your attention and starting to
slowly introduce the house rules, as well as take care of his
general health and welfare. Remember too that treating Pugs like
babies is something many owners succumb to and this is not at all
good for them.

 


Certainly for the first few days (ideally
two weeks), one of your family should be around at all times of
the day to help him settle and to start bonding with him. The
last thing you should do is buy a puppy and leave him alone in the
house after just a day or two. They will feel isolated, bored, and
sad, and this leads to behavioral problems.

 


As well as time, there is a financial cost,
not just the initial cost of your puppy. You also have to be
prepared to spend money on regular healthcare, potential emergency
money in vet bills in the case of illness, as well as equipment
such as crates, bedding, and toys.

 


DID YOU KNOW? Research shows that
many dogs have the intelligence and understanding levels similar to
a two-year-old child. They can understand around 150 words and
can solve problems, as well as devise tricks to play on
people and other animals!

 


Heidi Merkli of Bugaboo Reg’d tells
us that the most common issues that new owners contact her for,
after they have their puppy are: “Diet is the number one issue.
Pugs are a toy breed and as a toy breed do require a good quality
diet not only to ensure and optimize health, but also to maintain a
proper weight. They have little frames and although they think they
are a big dog, “multum in parvo,” they need a diet that can
maintain good nutrition, oral hygiene as well as weight. Diet
should never be sacrificed on a Pug it can lead to health issues,
so a premium quality dry kibble, cooked diet or raw diet should
always be considered!”

 


Julia Ashton of Zobear Pugs:
“Thinking of buying a puppy? Due to the huge love the UK has for
this small companion dog, there has been an upsurge in breeders,
good bad and ugly. Choosing in haste, a must-have, need-right-now,
may bring heartache later on. Stop! Do some research; there are
five Breed Clubs in the UK, the Kennel Club Assured Breeders
Service, and the Pug Breed Council. Choose a breeder that’s a
member of one of the breed clubs. We have a Pug Health Scheme so
choose a breeder that has health-tested parents. Choose a breeder
that is successful in the showring; the type, the health and
overall quality of the puppy will usually be much better than the
breeder down the road. Choose a breeder that health tests to the
new Five Star Health Scheme, and that provides a puppy pack and
contract.”

 


Personality and Temperament

 


So what defines your Pug’s character? One
factor is his temperament, which is an inherited trait, and
another factor is the environment in which your Pug grows
up. While we can say there are certain traits which are common
within the breed, each individual Pug has his or her unique
character just like we humans all have a unique personality.

 


In your Pug’s life, the first few months are
deemed most important. When the time comes that he is separated
from the litter, his reactions and responses to the world around
him are a reflection of how he has learned the essence of
socialization.

 


There is no denying the benefits that
your Pug gets from being introduced early to other dogs and humans
along with different noises and smells. When a dog learns how to
feel comfortable in whatever type of surrounding he is in, feelings
of fear and anxiety can be eliminated. Otherwise these feelings can
cause a dog to display undesirable behavior such as aggression.

 


Pugs pack a massive amount of personality in
a very small package. They are not aggressive by nature, but they
can be strong-willed to the point of stubbornness. The Pug seems to
have the endearing ability to read his owner’s mood and act
accordingly, either being quiet and calm or vivacious and
funny.

 


Even though a Pug can be a real live wire,
the breed has a tendency toward laziness, which accounts for the
Pug’s often epic struggles with weight gain. Pugs are definitely
premier nap and lapdogs, but they will also follow their people
around and stay as close to the center of whatever happens to be
going on as possible.

 


Pugs do well with crate training. Getting
your dog accustomed to the crate as quickly as possible will cut
down on the number of messes you’re cleaning up in the first few
weeks.
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Photo Credit: Christina Hedrick and Cathleen
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Tannis Postma of Pekeapug Kennels:
“Pugs are truly the clowns of the dog world, they love all living
things. They bond easily and will love to lay beside you on the
couch and allow you to pet them 24/7.”

 


Pugs are gentle dogs that bring joy to
elderly people as well as young. In fact many Pugs are used as
therapy dogs as Julianne McCoy from Low Country Pugs points
out: “I bring my Pugs into a nursing home, the seniors will get in
their wheelchairs and wait outside their bedroom doors for me to
place a Pug in their lap. It brings me so much joy to see that
moment of happiness on their faces. Pugs are being trained as
service dogs to identify when a child or adult’s insulin rises or
falls to dangerous levels.”

 


Hilary Linnett of Conquell Pugs: “Pugs
are the most loving and jolly breed, always wanting to be part of
whatever their family are doing, but able to also be a 'couch
potato' and enjoying cuddles and downtime with their family. They
are the clowns of the dog world, never a day goes by without them
making you laugh at their funny ways. They have little concept that
they are indeed a small breed; they have the heart of a lion, and
are physically more robust than many other toy breeds of dogs.
Their levels of activity often surprise people; they are able to
cope with decent length walks if kept fit and not allowed to become
obese.”

 


They also have a lot of uniquely Pug
“quirks” that first-time owners don’t anticipate.

 


Nosy — Don’t be at all surprised if
your dog is right under foot wanting to know exactly what you’re
doing. If a Pug could let loose with a litany of “why” questions
like a two-year-old, he would.

 


Food Driven — Pugs are often so
concentrated on finding something edible, they will eat anything,
including things they shouldn’t, like plastic bottle caps and even
rocks. They will quickly swallow such items rather than allowing
you to take their “find” away.

 


Paper Addiction — Many Pug owners
report that in proper cat-like fashion, their dogs will shred
tissues, toilet paper, and newspapers.

 


Obsessive Licking — This is a tactile
breed that enjoys licking, not just themselves, but anything they
can reach including you, your pillow, and even the family cat!

 


Swatting — Pugs use their paws like
hands and will swat at other animals and at you, both in play and
as a means to get attention.

 


Endless Commentary — Pugs have an
almost endless repertoire of sounds they use to deliver their
opinions on what is going on. This is not confined to barking and
howling. They are excellent at pitiful moans, especially when
denied food, and trot about grumbling under their breath. (It’s
very hard to keep a straight face when a Pug grumbles!).

 


Don’t Like Bad Weather — Many Pugs,
even after being properly housebroken, will refuse to “go” outside
in bad weather. They will either hold it long past what you would
think is even possible, or pick a spot on the floor and do their
business.
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