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​Preface

Pastoral and teaching ministries are
important to the furtherance of the Kingdom of God and the Church.
It is my prayer that the information presented in this work will
bring clarity, appreciation, and understanding to the pastoral and
the teaching ministry.

Numerous works have been produced
which highlight the ministries listed in Ephesians 4. This study is
to be used in connection with other publications. Many authors
focus on the functions of the pastor and of the teacher. My intent
is to bring balance by focusing on the character requirements of
those walking in these offices and possessing these
anointings.

*****



​Introduction

Paul stated In Ephesians 4 that the
ministries were placed in the Church for its edification. The
ministries are a direct extension of Christ’s ministry within the
Body of Christ. James also admonished those who minister to do it
with all the grace and ability given to them by God. The Abundant
Truth Ministry Study Series is designed to examine the ministries
given to the Church. It is our prayer that a greater understanding
and appreciation for the ministerial gifts be achieved.

In this publication

The scriptures reveal that God has set
ministries and gifts in the Church. The ministries of the apostle
and the prophet provided the foundation for the Church. However,
their ministries alone could not advance the Church. Thus, God set
other ministries within the Church; namely, the pastor and the
teacher. These ministries are important for the equipping and
maturing of the saints.

In the pages of this study,
we will discuss the ministries of the pastor and of the teacher in
detail. A proper understanding of these ministries will help
individuals recognize and appreciate their functionality in the
Church.*****


​​​ Lesson 1-For
the Perfecting of the Saints

Anyone involved in construction knows
the most important part of the building is the foundation. Changes
can be made to a building at any time, but the foundation must be
solid. Walls, ceilings, and fixtures are exchanged frequently, but
the foundation is created to last. God is the ultimate architect.
Through His spoken word, He created and laid the foundations of the
world. (Genesis 1:1-30).

Through faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the (spoken) word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of things which do appear. (Hebrews
11:3, Parentheses mine)

Throughout history, God laid the
foundation for man’s worship of Him. At Sinai, God gave Moses the
Law as the foundation for Israelite worship. However, it could do
nothing for the conscience of men and God instituted another
covenant with a new foundation.

FOR THE NEW COVENANT

God, in His wisdom, did not establish
the New Covenant upon laws and principles as He had done under the
Law. He decided to found the New Covenant upon a person. Therefore,
He sent Christ into the world, not only to give all the opportunity
to partake of the New Covenant, but also to be the foundation for
it.

For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life. (John 3:16)

For no man can lay a foundation other
than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. (I Corinthians
3:11)

The New Covenant was founded upon
Christ and the work that He did upon the cross. God did not give
man a set of laws and rules to follow. He only had to believe on
Him who came to fulfill the law. Then, through the presence of the
Spirit of God, man was able to adhere to the principles and laws
originally ordained in the beginning.

Since the Old Covenant and its laws
were rendered null and void, a new way to worship God had to be
instituted. The worship of God would not be based upon ritual, but
upon relationship through the presence of the Holy
Spirit.

But the hour cometh and now is, when
the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in
truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him. God is a Spirit:
and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
(John 4:23-24)

But now we are delivered from the law,
that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in
newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. (Romans
7:6)

The presence of the Spirit of God in
all worshippers was to be characteristic of the New Covenant. God
wanted to make man His new dwelling place.

FOR THE CHURCH

Under the Old Covenant, the presence
and worship of God was always associated with the Tabernacle (of
Moses in the wilderness) and the Temple (built by Solomon).
Nevertheless, the New Covenant gave the people of God the
opportunity to become both the tabernacle and temple of God.
Christians agree that the birth of the Church was on the day of
Pentecost.

And when the day of Pentecost was
fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And
suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty
wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And
there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat
upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance. (Acts 2:1-4)

On the day of Pentecost, God
established His will. He no longer wanted to be “confined” to a
building, but dwell in the hearts of man. His will was for the
believer to be His temple. As He abides in each individual, they
corporately become the temple of God. Peter called the believers
“stones” who are built together to form a spiritual house or temple
where God could dwell.

Ye also, as lively stones, are built
up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. (I Peter
2:5)

What? Know ye not that your body is
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God,
and ye are not your own? (I Corinthians 6:19)

With the New Covenant, the temple of
God is now the hearts and minds of people. Their actual bodies
become the habitation of God. Therefore, if the Church consists of
people joined together by the presence of the Holy Spirit, then the
foundation for the Church would consist of people also.

As Paul wrote to the believers, he
revealed to them a very important truth. He told them that they
(the Church) were built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets with Christ being the head stone.

Now therefore ye are no more strangers
and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the
household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In
whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy
temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an
habitation of God through the Spirit. (Ephesians
2:19-22)

In the above scripture, we discover
certain truths. Paul was writing to a primarily Gentile audience.
However, we must understand that the foundation that they stood
upon was the same as the Jewish believers. Jewish and Gentile
believers, alike, operated in the foundation established by the New
Testament apostles and prophets.

The Church, like the New Covenant, was
founded upon people, namely, the apostles and prophets. From this,
we understand that since we will reign with Christ, God allowed man
to have an active role in the establishment of the
Church.

The apostles and prophets bear the
responsibility for the Church, especially in doctrinal purity and
spiritual direction. As Christ formed the foundation for the New
Covenant, the apostles and prophets formed the foundation for the
Church.

Their ministries are foundational and
continue to be major influences upon the Body of Christ.

The ministries of the apostles and
prophets were needed to establish the Church, and their ministries
are needed presently for the furtherance of the Church. Christ’s
ministry toward us is everlasting.

FOR THE PERFECTING OF THE
SAINTS

Along with apostolic and prophetic
ministry, God gave other ministries to help perfect or equip the
Church. Ephesians 4:11 identifies the ministries of the evangelist,
pastor, and the teacher. They all have the task of furthering,
equipping, and maturing the Church.
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