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    Introduction






    

    

        Born in 1940 in San Francisco, Bruce Lee spent his childhood in Hong

        Kong but became an adult in the United States. Lee brought his memories

        of the Japanese occupation of Hong Kong, his experiences fighting gangs

        on the streets, and his ambition for a better life with him on his long

        journey from east to west. Although driven and ambitious, Lee never

        excelled academically in the United States. Instead, he chose a

        different path and did no less than become an international martial

        arts superstar, breaking down racial prejudice as he did.

    






    By the time Enter the Dragon—one of the most popular kung fu

    movies in history—was released in the United States on July 26, 1973, Bruce

    Lee had already died. Lee’s short life, the many accomplishments he

    achieved during it, and his mysterious death are tied together in his

    memory. How could a young man at the peak of physical fitness, an actor

    whose star was rapidly rising, simply die? But as Lee’s wife, Linda Lee

    Caldwell, said, “All these years later, people still wonder about how Bruce

    died. I prefer to remember how he lived.”






    Through his movies, Lee showed the world that a Chinese man could be

    fiercely proud of his image, more powerful than any white opponent, and be

    a sex symbol too. From his first feature movie as an adult martial arts

    star, Fist of Fury (1972), to his last, Game of Death

    (1978) released after his death, Lee showed the world something it had

    never seen before. His on-screen presence was revolutionary.






    Off-screen Lee also blazed a new trail in martial arts practice, not only

    in the United States but around the world. With his signature Jeet Kune Do

    technique, Lee challenged the authority of traditional forms of martial

    arts and urged his followers to seek their own truth. His philosophical

    advice to “be like water” continues to inspire people in all aspects of

    their life. Lee urged, “Don’t get set into one form, adapt it and build

    your own, and let it grow, be like water. Empty your mind, be formless,

    shapeless—like water.” Following his own advice, Bruce Lee became an icon

    whose influence continues to adapt and grow, even after death.






Chapter One






    Growing Up in Post-War Hong Kong






    “There is no such thing as maturity. There is instead an ever-evolving

    process of maturing.”






    —Bruce Lee






    Bruce Lee entered the world marked with prophetic expectations. Born on

    November 27, 1940, Lee was a gift of the Chinese zodiac year of the Dragon.

    The other eleven zodiac symbols are represented by animals; the Dragon is

    the only symbol that is supernatural. The fifth zodiac sign, the mythic

    Dragon is believed to represent auspicious power, the gift of good fortune.

    Those born in the year of the Dragon are said to be potent, powerful,

    brave, and yet kind.






    Although Lee was Chinese, he was born in the United States. His father, Lee

    Hoi-chuen, was a famous opera singer and was performing in San Francisco at

    the time of his son’s birth. Bruce’s mother, Grace Ho, was the adopted

    daughter of prominent Hong Kong businessman Ho Kom-tong. The Kom-tongs were

    one of the most powerful clans in Hong Kong, and Lee grew up with the

    protection of wealth and high status surrounding him.






    Grace’s biological parentage has been the subject of speculation. It is

    thought that Grace was multi-racial, with a white European father and

    Chinese mother. Pregnant with Lee and already the mother of three children,

    Grace Ho joined her husband on his year-long opera tour of the United

    States. As a result, Lee entered the world at the Chinese Hospital in San

    Francisco’s Chinatown. The Lee family lived in the U.S. for the first few

    months of Lee’s life before returning to Hong Kong where he remained until

    he was 18.






    Lee’s siblings were Phoebe Lee, Agnes Lee, and Peter Lee. The final and

    fifth child, Robert Lee, was born after Bruce. The name Bruce was not given

    to Lee by his parents who gave him the traditional Cantonese name Lee

    Jun-fan. A dubious story about the origin of Lee’s name is that the America

    doctor attending to Lee’s birth first referred to him using the English

    name “Bruce.” As the other Lee family children also had English names, the

    Lee family chose to keep it.






    Cantonese naming practices can appear complex to outsiders. Lee had

    essentially four different names. His birth name, Lee Jun-fan, meant to

    “return again.” Grace had a deep respect for the power of destiny and chose

    this name because she believed it was Lee’s fate to return to the United

    States. Lee’s clan name was Lee Yuen-cham, but he also used Lee Yuen-kam

    during his studies and Lee Siu-lung as his Chinese screen name. Siu-lung

    translated to English means “little dragon.”






    The Lee family’s decision to return to Hong Kong in early 1941 was unusual.

    Many of Lee Hoi-chuen’s peers took the opportunity to remain in the United

    States, where they believed they were safe from the turbulent events taking

    place in East Asia during World War II. Within months of the family’s

    return to Hong Kong, Japan invaded the region which was a British colony at

    the time. The governor of Hong Kong officially surrendered the territory to

    Imperial Japan on December 25, 1941. The Lee family, alongside the one and

    a half million people of Hong Kong, spent three years and eight months as

    the colonial subjects of the Empire of Japan. The period of time, three

    years and eight months, written in Cantonese later became a metonym for the

    occupation itself.



