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Dedicated to all those who need encouragement. There are Rays of Light in the morning after the darkness of the night.

 

“Then, by the will of God, I will be able to come to you with a joyful heart, and we will be an encouragement to each other.”

- Romans 15:32
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Introduction

From Editor-In-Chief￼[image: IMG_6288.jpeg]

Encouragement. It’s something we all search for when the storms roll in. It’s a ray of light reaching out, but not always easy to find among the gray clouds. Friends leave, fears whisper, loneliness comes, and life changes in ways we never would have guessed it could. How and where can we find that light? How can we give it to those who need it?

This anthology is a collection of poems from 21 authors aimed at spreading encouragement to those who need it. I had the privilege of editing each of these poems, and I can tell you these pages are full of that light. Some poems capture the sunlight itself and will leave you feeling a lighthearted comfort. A few shorter ones speak beautiful, straightforward reminders directly to your heart. And others will leave you returning to the top of the page for a repeat of the vivid imagery of healing and redemption.

Whether you are looking to smile, have a good cry, or finding something to take your mind off things, this collection has poems to fit whatever kind of encouragement you need. You’ll read of finding hope in the midst of another move, to peaceful sunlit days, to God never giving up on you, to thoughts on how those of the past found peace.

 

Encouragement isn’t something to seek out alone. Each of these authors has worked hard to get these poems from their first drafts all the way to your hands. My hope is that you will take the light in these pages and hold it close when you feel the storms blowing in. 

Dear reader, you now have a whole book of uplifting words on your shelf. You are not alone. Every step of putting this book together was done with you in mind.

From all of us who are part of this anthology, may you always find the light in the darkest times.

 

Blessings, 

Lori Ann Nelson, Editor-In-Chief

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


 




Arise Child

By Wren Elizabeth Noellie￼[image: IMG_6288.jpeg]

Arise Child! 

You can soar high on eagles’ wings, 

Oh most beloved child, you are enough. 

Jesus loves you, it's very true. 

Look up at the beautiful blue sky. 

God made that, and so much more. 

Today, you can soar, 

For  Jesus is in control,

And so you don't have to be afraid. 

He loves you so much. 

I hope, dear child, that you believe that. 

You are more than enough. 

More than enough

In your Father's eyes.

 

 




Baptized

By Leighton Opperman￼
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Sometimes I wonder who I wanna be

when Red’s the only color I can see.

Sharp and biting

it says ‘fight back’

and I wonder where White’s gone, leaving only Red and Black.

Until I realize

I’ve gotta drown to come back up.

Swallowing water

coughing beaten broken.

Red

in my eyes

draining away.

Now breathing in

oxygen made up of rebirth.

Red 

in the water

all washed away.

And I can taste redemption,

but it’s not mine yet.

These lungs are new

I am baptized.

And White shines through.

 




Breathe

Cadence E. Witt￼
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Take a deep breath in and a deep breath out

Let go of the fear, of the worry, of the doubt.

Breathe.

The waves may be mighty and high, 

But the Word of God will tell you no lie.

Breathe.

“And He calmed the storms.”

My friend, worry and anxiety aren’t the new norms.

So breathe,

Stop fearing and let the unrest leave

God has a plan and a Love for you that you cannot conceive.

So stop worrying and just

Breathe.

 

Psalm 107:29

 




Breathe Out, Breathe In                                                                                                                          

 By Alana Griffin￼
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Breathe out,

Breathe in.

Let Him soothe you
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