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​The Game Begins
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The envelope feels heavier than paper should. Inside it, two embossed invitations to the Onyx Room's annual gala—exclusive, notorious, a temple to pleasure I've only worshipped in dreams. My hands tremble. Not because of what those tickets cost, but because of what they might cost me: the sight of my wife in another man's arms, her mouth on skin that isn't mine, her body accepting what I've spent years imagining.

I've rehearsed this moment for months. In the shower. During meetings. While deep inside Vanessa, eyes closed, pretending my cock belonged to someone else.

"What's that?" She walks into our bedroom wearing nothing but my shirt, legs bare beneath the hem. Her hair is still wet from the shower, dark strands clinging to her neck like fingers I wish weren’t mine.

"A surprise." My voice doesn’t crack. Somehow.

She takes the envelope, perfectly manicured nails sliding beneath the seal. I watch her face—the slight wrinkle of confusion, the widening of her eyes, the parting of her lips that sends blood rushing south.
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