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Disclaimer

This book is intended for entertainment purposes only. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events is purely coincidental. The author takes no responsibility for readers’ actions or consequences of employing the tactics described herein. Use these strategies at your own risk—and with a good sense of humor.
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To anyone who’s ever wished they had a “Get Out of Responsibility Free” card. You’re not alone.
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Why Take Responsibility When You Can Dodge It?
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Let’s be honest: responsibility is overrated. It sneaks up on you like a surprise meeting invite, demands your attention like a needy cat, and makes your stress levels spike faster than your caffeine intake on a Monday morning.

But what if there was a better way? What if, instead of tackling every task, meeting, or deadline head-on, you could master the art of slipping out gracefully, sidestepping the heavy stuff, and still come out looking like a champ?

Welcome to “23 Ways to Avoid Responsibility (Like a Pro).” This isn’t your typical self-help guide—there are no pep talks here about productivity or time management. Nope. This is your playbook for expertly dodging responsibility with style, humor, and just the right amount of sass.

Each chapter dives into a tried-and-true method of evasion—from blaming technology to invoking mysterious emergencies, from the classic “I’m too busy” distraction to the legendary “my dog ate it” excuse. You’ll get step-by-step breakdowns, pro tips to perfect your performance, and hilarious warnings about what happens when your brilliant plans backfire.

Whether you’re looking to survive the office jungle, avoid chores at home, or just want to laugh at the absurdity of adulting, this book is your new best friend.

So buckle up, keep your excuses ready, and get ready to become a true responsibility ninja.

Because sometimes, the best way to get ahead is to... not.
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The “Blame the Tech” Gambit — When Wi-Fi Is Your Alibi

––––––––
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Step 1: The Setup — What’s the Problem?

Picture this: your boss just emailed you, “Did you finish the Johnson report?” You stare at your screen, heart pounding, because the only thing you finished was a 37-minute scroll through cat memes. Panic sets in faster than a laptop battery draining from 100% to 3%. Suddenly, it hits you—the perfect scapegoat: technology! Yes, technology has betrayed you before; it will save you again.

In the modern workplace (or basically any situation involving phones, laptops, or the internet), tech glitches show up like that clingy ex who just won’t take a hint. “Oh, the Wi-Fi was down.” “My email didn’t send.” “The app crashed.” Suddenly, your complete failure morphs into a mysterious digital disaster—one that’s totally out of your control. And just like that, you dodge responsibility by blaming the Wi-Fi, the server, or the ever-capricious cloud.

Step 2: The Sneaky Plan — How to Avoid It

Here’s your 3-step master plan to pull off the “Blame the Tech” Gambit like a pro:

Step 2.1: Choose Your Tech Villain Wisely

It’s gotta be something believable but vague enough to avoid follow-up questions. “Wi-Fi” is the classic. “The server” sounds serious and techy. “The app crashed” is perfect for those digital natives who pretend to understand software but don’t.

Step 2.2: Add a Touch of Panic

Act frustrated, maybe even throw in a little tech jargon you barely understand. “I tried to send it, but the server was timing out. I even rebooted twice!” This adds credibility. Bonus points if you mutter, “I’m calling IT,” even if you have zero intention.

Step 2.3: Delay Like a Pro

Prolong the conversation with vague promises: “I’ll resend it as soon as it’s fixed,” or “IT is looking into it.” Keep them hanging on the hope of a tech fix. Meanwhile, you’ve gained precious time to not do the thing.

Step 3: The “Why It Works” (Or Does It?)

Technology is basically a black box to most people — mysterious, magical, and occasionally catastrophic. Because of this, blaming tech hits that perfect sweet spot: plausible deniability + technical jargon = instant credibility.

People are so used to their devices glitching that they nod along sympathetically instead of calling you out. Plus, IT problems have a reputation for being complicated and slow to fix, which buys you a buffer zone. Sure, there’s a tiny chance someone savvy will see through the smoke screen, but the odds are in your favor—especially if your audience has ever yelled at their Wi-Fi router themselves.

Step 4: The Pro Tips — How to Look Like You Totally Meant It

Now that you’ve got the basics down, let’s level up to true pro status with these top-secret moves:

Pro Tip #1: Speak Fluent Gibberish

Throw in tech buzzwords like “latency,” “server sync,” or “packet loss.” They don’t mean anything in this context, but they sound official. Saying, “There was some serious latency affecting the server handshake” will have your audience nodding like you’re the next tech guru. Confidence is key—if you act like you know what you’re saying, half the battle is won.

Pro Tip #2: Act Distracted by Your “Tech Support” Calls

If you can pull out your phone, pretend to have an intense conversation with IT. Whisper things like, “Yeah, they’re rebooting the modem now,” or “We might have to escalate this to the network admin.” This adds a layer of drama and makes you seem like a victim of forces beyond your control.

Pro Tip #3: Have a Backup Device at the Ready

If you say the Wi-Fi went down, whip out your phone’s hotspot and pretend you’re trying to connect. This small visual cue says, “Look, I’m doing everything I can!” It’s like waving a white flag, but the flag is a smartphone.

Step 5: The Possible Blowback — When It All Goes Wrong

Every great dodge has risks, and this one is no exception. Here’s how your “Blame the Tech” gambit might spectacularly backfire:

Disaster #1: The Actual Tech-Savvy Colleague

Suddenly, someone who actually knows their routers from their RAM asks, “Is the router on? Did you try turning it off and on again?” Your whole bluff collapses faster than your Wi-Fi signal when you walk into a basement.

Disaster #2: The Mysterious “Tech Support” Call

You get caught mid-“call” pretending to talk to IT... only to realize you accidentally muted your mic on a Zoom meeting or your phone camera was on, and everyone saw you dialing a pizza place instead.

Disaster #3: The Email That Sends Anyway

Technology, the ultimate prankster, sometimes sends that “unsent” email after you’ve blamed the Wi-Fi for 10 minutes. Cue awkward silence, sudden sweating, and frantic attempts to recall the message (spoiler: it’s never recalled).

Step 6: The Epic Escape — Your Backup Plan

If your tech dodge crumbles, don’t panic! Pull out the classic “I’m still troubleshooting” card.

Try this line: “It’s like the universe is conspiring against me today — I’ve escalated this to IT, but no ETA yet. I’ll get this to you as soon as it’s fixed, promise!” Say it with a weary smile and maybe a dramatic sigh for extra effect.

Alternatively, distract with an unrelated but urgent topic: “By the way, did you see the email about the office coffee machine being broken? Priorities, right?” Instant reset.
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