

[image: cover]



The Colonies of Earth:

Tales From Mars

Ali Noel Vyain


This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents either are the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, events, or locales is entirely coincidental.

Copyright © 2014 by Ali Noel Vyain.

Published by Ali Noel Vyain at Smashwords.

No part of this book can be reproduced or used in any manner without written permission of the copyright owner.

Elsewhere

eISBN: 9781937050788

alinoelvyain.wordpress.com


Also By Ali Noel Vyain


For more information, please check out alinoelvyain.wordpress.com


The Colonies of Earth Series

The Colonies of Earth (Eris): Different

The Colonies of Earth (Venus): In Men’s Shadows

The Colonies of Earth Series: Tales From Mars

The Colonies of Earth: The Colonies Will Be Independent

The Colonies of Earth: (Orcus): The Amazons Rise Up

The Colonies of Earth (Pluto): First Time

The Colonies of Earth (Saturn & Titan): Praying for Death

The Colonies of Earth (Mercury): This Strange, Wild Land

The Colonies of Earth (The Moon): The Crossroads

The Colonies of Earth (Triton): The Mistress

The Colonies of Earth (Neptune): The Plantation Owner

The Colonies of Earth (Ceres): The Vampire’s Girlfriend

The Colonies of Earth (Titania): Vampire Struggles

The Colonies of Earth (Haumea): Aftermath

The Colonies of Earth: Box Set


The Starlover Series

Book 1: Project Earth

Book 2: Uncle & Niece

Book 3: Traveling Teenager

Book 4: Cassandra the Red Tiger

The Starlover Series Box Set


The Violet Series

Book 1: A Water Nymph’s Tale

Book 2: The Search for Merlin

Book 3: Retribution

Book 4: Flames & Ghosts

Book 5: The Lunatics

Book 6: Witches & Weres

Book 7: Recovery

Book 8: To Love or Not to Love

Book 9: The Joys of Working with Others

Book 10: After the Affair is Over

Book 11: No More Quarantine

Book 12: The Amazons Are Still in Control

Book 13: Family History

The Violet Series Box Set


The Guardian Series

Book 1: Formation of the Guardians

Book 2: The Sorceress and the Prince

Book 3: The Escaped Courtier

Book 4: The War Must End

Book 5: Anjilina

Book 6: Maggie the Fairy Warrior

Book 7: Faedin Hides From the World

Book 8: Raelon’s Discovery

Book 9: The Dragons of the Four Realms

Book 10: Faedin Returns

Book 11: Paradise Regained

Book 12: Grand Rock Junction

Book 13: Crime of Love

Book 14: The Lost Glory of Elsewhere

The Guardian Series Box Set


The White Lion Unicorn Series

Book 1: A Colony of Tiny Nekos

Book 2: The Cats of Elsewhere

Book 3: Her Name is Elsewhere

Book 4: The Death of Elsewhere

Book 5: The Black Unicorn and the Winged Lion

Book 6: The Rebirth of Elsewhere

Book 7: The Childhood of Elsewhere

Book 8: The Adolescence of Elsewhere

Book 9: Elsewhere City & Spirit

The White Lion Unicorn Series Box Set


The Titanium Mysteries

Book 1: What Is She Doing Here?

Book 2: Werewolves

Book 3: Zombies

Book 4: Vampires

Book 5: For the Children

Book 6: Evil Snowpeople

Book 7: The Mortuary

Book 8: Missed Wedding

Book 9: Virtual Game

Book 10: Charm School Failure


Cyborgs

Book 1: Who is Augustus Edmunch?

Book 2: Byte Back

Book 3: The Greatest Hackers in the Universe

Cyborgs Box Set


Background Informational Books

Planets of the Universe

Dr. Butterfly’s Guide to People of the Universe

The City of Elsewhere, Platinum

Modern Mordor


Cat Tale Books

Cat Tales of the Frisky9 Scarf Army

Frisky’s Friends and Scarves

Cat Fairy Tales


Sir Socks Le Chat

The Life Adventures of Sir Socks Le Chat

The Diary of Sir Socks Le Chat

The Afterlife Adventures of Sir Socks Le Chat

Sir Socks Le Chat (a box set)


Poetry

Scientist in Training Gone Mad

Honoring the Cats in My Life

Thoughts on Turning 40

Transitions

Unexpected

By Accident of Birth

Failure

Mental Illness

Insanity

In the Name of Survival

Food or Poison

Myths

Becoming a Black Unicorn

All About Cats

Medusa

Night Hags

The Desert

Content Creator

Discounted

Drugs

Falling in Love

The 7 Deadly Sins of Xmas

Fragments

Unrealistic Expectations

Deviation

Changling


Non-Fiction Books

Publishing 101: How to Publish Books While Spending Little to No Money at All

How to Build an Ebook Using XHTML & Calibre

Hyperspace

Various Articles


Contents

Chapter 1 From Power Plant to Biodome

Chapter 2 Interlude

Chapter 3 Terraforming Complete

Chapter 4 More Colonists

Chapter 5 Strange Women

Chapter 6 Water Nymph Story

Chapter 7 Monsters

Chapter 8 Vampire Story

Chapter 9 Dory

Chapter 10 Wild Animals

Chapter 11 Were Creature Story

Chapter 12 First Date

Chapter 13 The End of Bachelorhood

Chapter 14 Pregnancy

Chapter 15 The Start of Fatherhood

Chapter 16 Motherhood

Chapter 17 Investigation

Chapter 18 Clyde

Chapter 19 Second Child on the Way

Chapter 20 Ophelia

Chapter 21 Close Call

Chapter 22 The Petition

Chapter 23 Second Son

Chapter 24 What the Police Saw

Chapter 25 Frank

Chapter 26 The Castle

Chapter 27 Were Creature

Chapter 28 Tabitha

Chapter 29 Clyde is a Teenager

Chapter 30 Dory Dies

Chapter 31 The Water Beast

Chapter 32 A Demon Tale

Chapter 33 An Engineer Lost?

Chapter 34 Gym Robot

Chapter 35 Martian Holiday


Chapter 1 From Power Plant to Biodome


A group of scientists and engineers left Earth to start a colony on Mars. They had just enough materials in the spaceship to set up a power plant and one biodome. Once they arrived on the planet they built both items. Then they had to work on the atmosphere, magnetosphere, and set up growing plants with plenty of water to help increase the oxygen content.

	
It was a lot of work. Herbert Mineur was one of the scientists. He was a biologist who knew what humans and their food supply would need. He was the head of the terraforming project. There weren’t many people in that first group of colonists, so he helped out setting up both the biodome and the power plant.

	
	Jain Holden was an engineer in the group. It didn’t take her long to see what a curmudgeon Herbert was. At least he helped out before his real job officially started yet.

	
	Her job was to make sure both the biodome and the power plant worked well. The biodome would be needed before Mars was completely terraformed and then could be disassembled and the materials used for other projects, such as small houses for the first colonists.

	
	The biodome had several airlocks. It also was divided into small bedrooms, a bathroom, and a kitchen/mess hall for the colonists. It was small as far as living space went, but it was adequate for the small group.

	
	It took the colonists some time to travel to Mars. In fact it was half year Earth time before they arrived. You can’t imagine how relieved they were to be back on a planet. Weightlessness isn’t a picnic. Ever had to live without gravity? We could ask Herbert. I’m sure he’d tell us exactly how bad it is.

	
	Unfortunately, we cannot locate him. His sons haven’t seen him since his wife died. But that is another story.

	
	Jain Holden said it was novel at first, but soon it was boring and somewhat annoying. “Sometimes floating is wonderful. But mostly you have to hold on to something or else it can be a nightmare bumping into other people when you don’t mean to. Eating is completely different. Straws are essential.”

	
	Not to mention you have to keep exercising or your bones can go soft. Mars doesn’t have the gravity that Earth does, so it could be a problem.

	
	“Sometimes I was so busy with my work on the ship that I didn’t have time to go to the gym. Even after we were on Mars, I didn’t always have time for the gym, which was still on the ship. At least Herbert didn’t give me a hard time when I’d forget or just be too plain tired to work out.

	
	“It was sad to hear about his wife. They were so happy together. I don’t think he’s disappeared. I mean how can you do that on Mars? No one has found his body, so he must still be alive. Somewhere. I think he may just be hiding while he mourns the loss of his wife. Otherwise, we would have found him long before now. We can check the entire surface of the planet. We also know his biosignature.”

	
	Amazing. I don’t know how he could have disappeared either. I’ve checked the archives and there’s no indication of where he could have gone.

	
	Jain had one last comment for us. “I miss working with the curmudgeon. He was a hard worker. He wasn’t always pleasant to be around, but he was there whenever we needed him.”

	
	The power plant was built to utilize solar energy. Many people thought it wouldn’t work because Mars is farther away from the sun than Earth is. Not so. We get plenty of energy from the sun. Some people still complain that it isn’t enough for their needs, but no one has allowed them to use more. Those people, oddly enough, haven’t been convincing when they explain what they need the extra energy for.

	
	These first colonists were brave and hard working. They set up the Martian colony for many of us who came here later on.


Reporter’s note: After interviewing Jain Holden, I found out she is now missing. They did a thorough search for her as they did for Herbert. There’s no telling where either one is now. In the meantime we will honor them for their hard work and sacrifice to help build the colony of Mars for Earth.


Chapter 2 Interlude


Jain was sitting in her room in the biodome checking her numbers. The power plant was working well. So far, it was creating more energy than they needed for the colony. She knew it would change once more people came to live on Mars. She wanted to believe Herbert’s optimism that the solar would be enough energy for everyone who wanted to live on Mars.

	
That is as long and no one tried to use the electricity for heating or cooling. Those were just a waste of energy. There were other more efficient ways to do those things.

	
	Herbert’s project had begun and it was taking some time, but so far the magnetosphere and atmosphere were both improving. They were even getting water to collect in places. In one particular place within walking distance of the power plant was a wide river. The biodome was next to the power plant.
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