
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


Preface......


In this nouvelle,  Detective Benjamin Sterling gets involved in a crime investigation at the mysterious Willowbrook Manor. On getting a call from the widow of the mansion, Evelyn DuPont, whose husband Victor DuPont, was found murdered in his study, the investigation begins. The exploration leads the detective into a maze of crime and deceit that is hued with elements of ‘occult’ and forbidden family ‘curses’, a " forgotten chamber beneath the hearth, where the past and future lie intertwined”, as the author describes.

The description of the ‘Shadows and the amulets’, the long dark tunnels and a looming spirit guide’, ‘the clandestine organization known as the "Keepers of the Veil,", and ‘the guardians and the keepers’ are entertaining and enjoyable for young readers.  

In the battle that ensues between the good and the evil forces of nature, the author keeps our hopes alive by allowing the ‘good’ to prevail over the malefic.  

I recommend this short story to young readers who would love to venture into a fantasy world of gothic structures and ancient history cloaked in cryptic supernatural mystery. A commendable piece of fantasy by a teenager, I would say.

Vinayak Singh, a gifted child author hailing from Kolkata, India, was born on May 7, 2006. Known for his enchanting poems, short stories, and songs tailored for young readers, he has ignited imaginations and earned acclaim for his literary talent at a remarkably young age.
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Part I: The Enigmatic Heirloom

The storm raged outside, matching the turmoil that churned within Detective Benjamin Sterling. He had spent countless nights unraveling mysteries that confounded even the sharpest minds, but tonight's case was different. It began with a simple phone call.

The clock read 3:00 AM when the shrill ringtone pierced the silence of Sterling's dimly lit office. He reached for the phone with a sense of anticipation only his line of work could elicit.

"Detective Sterling," he muttered into the receiver.

A shaky voice on the other end responded, "I need your help. My name is Evelyn DuPont, and my husband has been murdered."

Sterling leaned forward in his worn leather chair, immediately alert. "I'll need more details, Mrs. DuPont."

Evelyn's voice quivered as she explained, "It happened at our family estate, Willowbrook Manor. My husband, Victor, was found dead in his study earlier this evening. The police believe it to be a burglary gone wrong, but I suspect foul play. You see, Victor possessed a family heirloom, a centuries-old locket said to hold a secret of great value."

Sterling's interest was piqued. Family heirlooms with secrets were the stuff of legends, and they often carried more weight than their owners realized. He agreed to meet Evelyn at Willowbrook Manor immediately.
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