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Author’s Note: Some of the ideas discussed in this work relate to doctrines and teachings of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. However, the ideas expressed herein represent nothing more than the opinion of the author. I have no authority or commission to speak in any official capacity for the Church. 

“And there shall be a new earth.”

Ether 13:9.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​Our Ever-Changing Earth
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CLIMATE CHANGE IS A real and pressing issue. 

There should be no doubt about it. However, views on climate-related topics are often polarized, ranging from the causes and solutions of climate change to trust and skepticism regarding climate scientists and their research.

According to NASA, “Climate change is one of the most complex issues facing us today. It involves many dimensions—science, economics, society, politics and moral and ethical questions—and is a global problem, felt on local scales, that will be around for decades and centuries to come.” ​[1]

Here are some of the facts: ​[2]


-  Global temperatures have increased by 1.62 degrees Fahrenheit since the late 19th century.




-  Ocean surface temperatures have risen by 0.4 degrees Fahrenheit since 1969.




-  The mass of the Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets has decreased.




-  Glaciers are retreating in almost every part of the world.




-  Spring snow cover in the Northern Hemisphere has diminished over the past five decades.




-  Global sea levels rose by approximately 8 inches in the last century.




-  The frequency of record high-temperature events has risen, whereas the incidence of record low-temperature events has decreased since 1950.



Here are some additional facts:

The Earth’s atmosphere is a dynamic and active fluid, constantly in motion. Its physical properties, as well as the rate and direction of this motion, are influenced by various factors. These include solar radiation, ocean currents, the geographic positioning of continents, atmospheric chemistry, the location and orientation of mountain ranges, and the amount of vegetation on the Earth’s surface. All of these underlying forces change over time.
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