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Hello, everyone, and welcome! Before we dive into the seals, trumpets, and bowls that often come to mind when we think of Revelation, the book begins in a surprisingly personal and direct way. Imagine this for a moment: what if we received an email or letter today, sent directly from Jesus Christ, addressed to our church? What would it say? Would it congratulate us? Would it correct us? What areas of our community and personal lives would it highlight?

Well, that is exactly what we have in chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation! There are seven short letters, dictated by the glorified Jesus himself to the apostle John, addressed to seven real, historical churches that existed at that time in what is now Turkey. Each one is like a spiritual diagnosis, a complete, honest, direct "checkup," and above all, filled with a love that seeks the best for His people.

At first glance, we might think, "Well, that's ancient history. What does a church in Ephesus or Laodicea from almost two thousand years ago have to do with me?" And that's a fair question. But here's the fascinating thing: these seven churches are not just historical portraits; they are like seven mirrors. In each one, we can see a reflection of our own strengths, weaknesses, struggles, and victories. They represent types of churches and types of believers that have existed throughout history, including our generation!

As we analyze these letters by theme, we will notice a pattern that Jesus follows in almost all of them. It is a pattern full of pastoral wisdom:


	
First, He introduces Himself: And He does so in a way that is unique to each church, with a description of His own character that directly addresses the need or problem of that community. It's like saying, "For your problem, I am the solution!"

	
Then, Praise: He always begins, when He can, with an encouraging, "I know your works..." Jesus sees and values our effort, our patience, our faithfulness! He does not overlook the good we are doing.

	
Then, Correction: But His love is too real to ignore problems. With a clarity that sometimes makes us uncomfortable, He points out the "but I have this against you..." He shows us the areas where we have strayed, where we have grown cold, or where we have compromised the truth.

	
The Exhortation: Next, He gives us the solution. He never leaves us with the problem! He calls us to repentance, to remember, to return to our first love, to be zealous.

	
The Call to Listen: And here comes the part that connects directly to us. To each one He says, "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches" (plural!). It is not just for Ephesus or Sardis, it is for all who want to listen in all times!

	
And finally, the Promise! Each letter ends with a glorious and specific promise for "him who overcomes." Promises of intimacy with Him, of authority, of eternal security... the greatest incentive to persevere!



So, as we begin our thematic study of these seven letters, I invite you to do more than just take notes about ancient churches. Let's do it with an open heart, allowing these words to be that spiritual diagnosis for us. Let us ask ourselves honestly: "How is my life like the church in Ephesus? Have I lost my first love? Am I lukewarm like Laodicea? Am I persevering in the trial like Smyrna? Am I tolerating what I should not like Thyatira or Pergamum?"

This is not an exercise to make us feel bad or to judge others, but to be strengthened, corrected, and encouraged by the Lord of the Church Himself, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands and knows us by name.

Get ready to look into these seven mirrors and hear what the Spirit has to say to us today.
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(Rev 2:1-7) "Write to the angel of the church in Ephesus: He who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this: I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name's sake, and have not grown weary. Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. Remember therefore from where you have fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. But you have this, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God."

Introduction to the study of the seven letters

Chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation form a distinct unit within the book. They consist of seven letters addressed to seven churches in the Roman province of Asia. This series of seven is the first we encounter in this book, and it will be followed by others: the seven seals, the seven trumpets, and the seven bowls of God's wrath.

In terms of content, it has to do with "the things that are," which we already saw in (Rev. 1:19), and which serves as a general outline of the book of Revelation. It is true that some people are in a hurry to get to the section of Revelation that deals with the things "that must come to pass" and almost ignore these letters, but it is essential to see how the Lord corrects his Church, encourages it, and teaches it to live in a way that is influential in its time and thus prepared for the things that will happen in the future.

We understand that each of these letters is addressed to a real church that existed at that time. Now, why did the Lord choose only these seven churches to send a letter to? It is true that there were more churches in that area at that time, but surely these were chosen because they were representative of all churches throughout the ages. We see that they form a very interesting collection because each one is different, their circumstances are different, and so are their virtues and defects. Let's look at some contrasts between them:

God commends the church in Ephesus because they hated the things He hated, but nevertheless, He reproaches them for having forsaken their first love. They were therefore a church that hated evil but did not love good. In contrast, in the church in Thyatira, the opposite was true; there was love, but they did not express any kind of hatred for sin. And finally, we find the church in Laodicea, where there was neither love nor hate; they were neither cold nor hot.

In Smyrna, the devil was going to throw some of them into prison, and they would be locked up for ten days. In contrast, in Philadelphia, God presents himself to them as the one who has the key and opens, and no one shuts.

The believers in the church of Pergamum held fast to the name of Christ and had not denied their faith, some of them even giving their lives for their faithful testimony. In contrast, in Sardis we find that the believers were already dead, even though they had a reputation for being alive.

This leads us to wonder how we should interpret these letters. Some have suggested that each of these churches represents different historical periods. However, since the birth of the Church at Pentecost, the characteristics described in each of these churches have existed in all ages. Therefore, we believe it is more correct to understand that these seven churches are representative of all churches throughout all ages. Let us take a closer look. There have always been churches that:

Like Ephesus, have forsaken their first love.

Like Smyrna, have suffered persecution and feared suffering.

Like Pergamum, have been tolerant and have strayed from doctrinal purity.

Like Thyatira, have compromised with the world and become immoral.

Like Sardis, are dying.

Like Philadelphia, they have only a little strength.

Like Laodicea, they are complacent.

The Lord's admonitions to each of these churches serve as a warning to us as well at this time. His purpose in this preliminary section is to point out to us that God's judgment will always begin with His own house (1 Peter 4:17). He wants his church to be purified from sin so that it can endure the trials to come and also so that it will not be condemned along with the world (1 Cor. 11:32).

As we study each of the letters, we will see that there is a general pattern that can be summarized in these points:

A greeting: "To the angel of the church in..."

A title of the glorified Christ taken from chapter 1.

A section headed with the words "I know" which begins with praise for what is good in the church (except in the case of Laodicea).

A criticism of the church (except in the cases of Smyrna and Philadelphia).

A warning.

An exhortation that begins with the words "He who has ears, let him hear..."

A promise that begins with the expression "To him who overcomes, I will give..."

The city of Ephesus

Although Pergamum was officially the capital of the province of Asia, Ephesus was its largest city. It was the seat of the courts and the proconsular government (Acts 19:38).

At the time John was writing, it was a large seaport, located near the mouth of the Caistros River. This made it the gateway to Asia.

From a religious perspective, the worship of Artemis ("Diana of the Ephesians") stood out (Acts 19:35). Her temple was the largest Greek temple ever built, coming to be considered one of the seven wonders of the world. But the magical arts were also deeply rooted among the Ephesians (Acts 19:19).

Ephesus hosted the most famous athletic games in Asia, which attracted people from all over the province.

As for the church in Ephesus, we must say that it had great spiritual privileges. It was established by the apostle Paul, who spent more than two years in that city (Acts 19:8-10). Great preachers and teachers of the time passed through it: Timothy resided there for some time (1 Tim. 1:3); Aquila, Priscilla, and Apollos were also there (Acts 18:24-26); and an ancient tradition assures us that the apostle John lived there in his old age. The apostle Paul wrote them a letter, and now in the book of Revelation we see that the Lord himself sent them another through the apostle John.

But this once-powerful metropolis is now a pile of ruins that serve only as a distraction for tourists.

The recipient of the letter

The greeting is addressed "to the angel of the church in Ephesus" (Rev. 2:1), although in reality, there is no doubt that the letter is intended for the entire church in general.

The sender of the letter

The message comes from the glorified Christ, who is described as "the one who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands."

Jesus Christ is presented here as "walking" among the churches. In (Rev. 1:13) there is no mention of him walking among the lampstands, but here this detail is added to give us the understanding that he is going through the churches examining their spiritual condition with eyes of fire. And as he moves among the churches, Christ firmly holds the pastors in his hand.

As we have already mentioned, he judges his churches before proceeding to judge the world. And at the end of the day, what should matter to us is his verdict. It is useless for a church to be praised or despised by men. What really matters is what Christ thinks of each church.
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